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fore hoped to do the same; nnd the more easily that the 
government was certainly not so anxious for llic sword as 
irresponsible politicians were. He also felt conversant wiOi 
the feelings of tlie working classes, having marked daring 
hia political career, how far designing agitators influenced 
wilful men, and where honest delusion hegun. His cor- 
respondence and journals shall now shew his secret sen- 
timents, that they may be compared with the foir outside 
exacted by tlie world from public men however vexed by 
folly and wickedness, and lie will not be found a wbited 
sepulchre. His command did not however begin imme- 
diately ; it was indeed offered in February and his desire waa 
to proceed at once to the north, but delays were ii 
posed : meanwhile the following letters were addressed* 
his brother William. 

"March 9th. — Count Alfred de Vigny wrote a bonk to 
prove that soldiers were helots; Colhum offered me money 
to edit a translation, with preface and notes; and 1 have 
shewn that the British soldier is no helot, but an integral 
part of a constitution superior to any other in Europe, and 
to all republics, This led to a tirade against the American 
system, shewing the necessity for mihtary men to put down 
force by force. The folly of riotous assemblies assuming 
to represent the whole people of England, and a right to 
change laws by violence, is also strongly commented npon, 
and declaration made, that as an officer and a citizen I am 
hound on principle, and resolved, to mwntain the constitution 
against Repubhcon innovators. Hence, if it be my fete to 
fire on rioters, it cannot be said I excited people to violence 
by my radicalism and then turned upon them ; never did I 
excite any persons to violence, and I would fire on rioters. 
All that my editorial notes say, is in my belief just and 
true, and consistent wicli my radicalism. Let this moke 
you easy, for my notes were printed long since. 

"March li5th. — You were right Matters are worse at 
Easter than ibey were wl;ien I was put off. I had no doubt 
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^^■jDu nero ri^lit, thongh you said Lord Fitzroy had a different 
^^■«piDioD. Bunbury teiis me that McDonald, the Adjatoat- 
^^KGeneral, writes, that the Chartists are prepiiriug tor ex- 
^^fttreinitjes. Yet the m)Dist«rs havo kept me away from my 
^^B.dbtrict, and will probably send me in the midst of a blow-up, 
^^B-when I eball not know wliat troops I have or where they 
^^■■re; or what towns thny may be most safely drawn from: 
^^■jn Hiiort without a knon'lodgu of any of the tilings that 
^H^ ought to be at the ends of a mau's finders. My wieh was 
to go privately to Nottiughum before being appoiDt«d, 
bat tliey threw cold water upon iliat, and McDonald said, 
By no means, see bow D'Urban has been blamed for remain- 
ing at the Cape ! as if Lbeie was the least reBemblance in tbe 
two cases. O'Couuell is very bad. His words have great 
efiect here in making one people hate the other, for be tries 
to father everytliing ou the Engbsh, no matter what their 
politics ore. Colburn has my romance, Harold, but I can't 

Kget on answer from him ! Davenport, who is a good fellow, 
ia managing for me with Colburn, who wants me to tidit the 
life of tbe duke, but I refused. I saw a letter from Alaric 
Watts, which says, that to his knowledge tbe duke's dis- 
patches don't sell, and he ia out of pocket a thousand 
pomida : this is curious. 

" March S^nd. — It is irritating to hear attacks on good 
gOTenunent because the Chartists go wrongly to work; but 
I avoid all political argument, for by the time the stories 

Inacbed tlie Horse Guords I should be made out a Repub- 
lican Chartist- Poor men ! they are giving vigour to the 
worst Toryism, and tl)e prospect is gloomy : if they fail an 
olignrehy becomes triumphant; if tliey succeed we shali 
ibave carnage, It looks as if tbe falling of an empire was 
'begioning. Here all is ripe for a fight, O'Connell's fear 
done keeps things quiet Your notion of organizing gen- 
tlemen, armed for self-defence, is good. " 

This was not a project for arraying gentlemen against 
^^ftlabouring men, but for uniting them with the steadier por- 
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tion of the operatives, to shew tlte more violent bow strong; 
the opposition would be to a republio : it was oonttinplnled 
only as a d era or strati on. 

" Jounml, March. — The northern district embrnces eleven 
counties, and it is said arms are being provided for insur- 
rection : this is a result of bad government, which has pro- 
duced want, and the people are rather to be pitied ihau 
blamed. Thej' are indeed putting themselves in the wrong, 
but that does not make those right whose misgovcrnment 
has produced this terrible feeling, leading them to believe in 
every demagogue who preaches violence as a remedy for 
distress. Poor people ! It is very painful to those who, like 
my brother William and myself, have long foreseen the 
result of Whig and Tory policy, to find now what we feared 
come to a head: however the Crown and constitution are 
not to be overset becanse a portion of the people follow the 
nittd counsel of men like O'Connor, when by a juster course 
they could gain their rights without convulsion. My hope 
is that some bettor advisers will keep them (jniet; for 
though of all misfortunes of this nature the most terriblf 
to fire on our countrymen there is no shrinking from di 
and mine shall be done at all hazards : but acoursed 
they who cause or begin civil war. 

" I expect to have very few soldiers and many enemi 
hence, if we deal with pikemen my intent is to put cavalry 
on their flanks, making my infaniry retire ns the pikemen 
advance. If they halt to face the cavalry, the infantry shall 
resume fire, for if cavalry charge pikemen in order the 
cavalry will bo defeated; the pike must be opposed by the 
musquet and bayonet, in which the soldiers must bo tanght 
to have confidence : it is the master weapon. I am inclined 
to use buckshot, which wonid seldom kill or wound danger- 
ously; yet with mobs it would hurt so many that fright 
would cause dispersion. The great point is to defeat with- 
out killing. With a foreign foe, who recovers to fight you 
again, we must kill ; but insurgents we should seek to sW 
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sot destroy, because the chances are that ihe rebellion will 

bo over before the wounded can re-assemble; baving no 

liospitftls they will fly to their homes, A general brings up 

liis recovered men ; an insurgent cliief does not even know 

ilieia iliej are, and they will not come back of their own 

:ord : s brave enthusiastic man, here and there, may 

|oin, but generally wounds will bo an acquiltanco of 

it which men will profit from. 

March 27. — A summons from Lord John Russell. 

" 29tli. — In London, twenty-four hours after receiving the 

Bnmmons ! Well doue steam ! Smoke thou art wondei'ful, 

B&d a reformer ! Tbe government seem to be alarmed, and 

It not vigorous. My liope is, ii' civil war begins, to mode- 

ite that monstrous spirit of iuhumunity, wliich history, and 

ly own experience, teaches me to have prevailed on such 

dreadful occasions. 

30lh, — Saw Lord John, a mild person In manner. Poor 

he is in afiliclion which makes it hard to judge, but 

ems anaffected and tboughti'ul. He spoke with good 

, uid without violence against the Chartists, which 

led me. Saw Mr. Fbillipps also, u sensible man: lie 

ler exhibited his own knowledge than tried to measure 

me, which I was glad of, as he seems to take a.just viewof 

■Sairs. Lord Titzroy Somerset seems to me an abler man 

thoa eitlier, and with the right fechng of abhorrence for 

civU war: his dreud of bloodshed is strong. Sir John 

-Donald did not speak of afl'airs. was in the 

>m, and McDonald seemed to avoid speaking before 
but Sir John is a good fellow with right views, 
and I are old acquaintances. He is in my opinion 
BUTOw-mioded and time-serving ; perhaps I do him wrong, 
for oar acquaintance has not been intimate, but he appears 
to me one who would soon make civil war ruthless and san- 
gniaary, being full of small spite like a wasp, which he 
resembles. 

As lo myself light begins : matters may perhaps be kept 
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quiet, but if not, we have force to overtlirow the Cbartista. 
Tliey have, seemingly, no organizntion, no leaders, and a 
strong tendency to turn rebellion into money, for pikL»s cost- 
ing a slijlling are sold for three and sixpence. So I bear at 
tbe Home Office, and if true il betokens the leaders' objects ; 
WQ cannot expect more bonesty in tbeir followers, and an 
outbreak will be for plunder. Tliey shall not have mucb time 
for pillage, but my object shall be to calm things down, and 
instil ju&t feelings of pity into the soldiers' miuds. Tbe 
people suflfer greatly, and the right system is to shew Uiem 
their folly, without exercising violence against tbeir leaders, 
who they believe to be patriots and in that belief give tbeir 
confidence. To separate them from those leaders will be use- 
less until you destroy tbeir confidence by proper dealing ; but 
that done they will abandon tbe leaders, on whom you can 
fall with just severity. Even then great caution will be requi- 
site, for there is no advantage in harshness, and insurrections 
are produced by bad government not by the ostensibi 
leaders. Lord John Buesell and the Tories are far moral| 
blarae than O'Connor in my opinion, though I believe I 
John to be an able and a good man, and O'Connor not tj 
the Whigs and Tories are the real authors of those tionU 
by their national debt, com laws, and new poor law. 

" Colonel W. Napier, — Long conferences with Lord J6I 
Mr. Phillipps, Lord Fitzroy, and Charles Rowan. Tbeya 
very ignorant of what is going on ; and by their acoonntfl 
magistrates must be a poor set, on whom no reliance can 4 
placed. Rowan seems to take the best view, bnt all agree 
that there are no leaders and no money, and that O'Connor 
makes profit of bis politics : tbe having no leaders I doul 
tliough possibly they are very bad, which is for me to f 
out. 

" Journal. — Sir Richard Jackson, my predecessor, 
to Lord Fitzroy, that in half an hour be can tell me^ 
he knows; and for all tbe light got from tbe Bn 
Office I am aa blind as a new-bom puppy : if InsurrecB 
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lb goii^ lo break out, goverameat is etraugely ill informed. 
rHowever. nearly foar liiousaiid men are under me, and if 
I Maj is to produce a rising liiey slioll be gmduaUy drawn 
I logetber, leat the ioBurgenta sboulil begin by piclting off 
I small detachments, n danger tbat does not seem to have 
I buen Gunsidered bere. These pikes nre but six feet long, 
I wbicli abevH their military advisers ore not much up to 
(iheir work. 

" April 3rd. — Saw Jackson, an honest man, and speaks 
I'kis mind freely. 

" Kottingbam, April 4th. — Here I am, like a bull turned 
* out for a fight after being kept in a dark atoll. No danger 
of an immediate rising, but miigistrates are alarmed because 
llieir houses and families are exposed. Very imiural this, 
but troops cannot guai'd single houses, which it would come 
to if these good people had their way. 

"8th. — Saw Colonel Wildman and like him; Le is not 
ftfraid, and speaks out. He swears there is no fear and is 
LjMErhitps right; but as it is said the peonle have abundance 
f of anna we must not he too secure. Ths^miUl detachments 
Ijnake me uneasy. I have a good view of tbo troops on 
I -paper, but wanting to see them actually I iisked leave, and 
■ have beoQ refosed because of the expence! 

"Colonul W. Napier, April Oth. — I have drawn a plan of 

iihe district containing only the towns nhere detachments 

re, and marking the number of troops iu each ; thus, if sud- 

Idenly turned out of bed by the Chartists, my hand can be 

~tid on the soldiers without fumbling for half an hour 

roagh a brignde-mnjor's returns, smothered in the details 

Kof bis croft. Tbo troops are in twenty-six detachments, 

[imiil over half England, aomo two hundred miles from 

The magiairatea are divided into WbjgB, Tories, and 

wrsonni enmities; and every mother's son of them ready 

i> go any length for his seel and creed. The town raagis- 

I are liberal from fear of the populace ; the country 

neks arc loo old, and too far gone Tories to have hopes of 
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gaininf; popularity now by being Radical ; so they labour to 
get troops near their own houses. Ftink is the order of the 
day, and there is some excuse, for tlie people seem ferocious 
enough. But this fear has prodaced a foohsh dispersion of 
the troops, these magistrates being powei'ful fellows. Jack- 
son could not manage them, and probably I shall be also 
obliged to give way, seeing that in their ranks are the Dukes 
of Newcastle, Portland, and so forth. Nevertheless my 
efforts shall be to get my people together. Detachments 
of one hundred, well-lodged, do not alarm me; but having 
only thirty-six dragoons amongst tho ill-disposed populace 
of Halifax, with a man in billet here, and his horse there — 
that does. My intent is to talk to these magistrates thus. 
If there is danger, as some of you insist upon, instead of 
finding safety from soldiers you will only got them killed 
like sheep. If there is no danger, a great expenco is in- 
curred and discipline injured without reiison. This and 
insisting on quarters, which will make the troops very oosey 
and be very troublesome to the magistrates, may produce n 
rational view of (le subject, for no doubt there are many 
gentlemen and sensible men among them. 

" The stats of the country is bad enough, but in the dis- 
tress of the people is the great dimger ; they make pikes, but 
it is doubtful if they could tura out ten thousand armed 
men, and not a thousand in any one place. There appears 
less fear of a rising ttian of the growth of abase, murderous, 
servile character, for these qualities were distinct in tlio mob 
here when they burned the Duke of Newcastle's house. 
Remember however that this is my first coup d'o?il and 
may be a very erroneous one; I would not give it to Lord 
Fitzroy, or Lord John, as that might commit me to views 
which may be reasonably ohanged. 

" Journal, April J 0. — Colonel RoUeston, a sensible man, is 
more afraid than Wiidman, so I roust go by him now; but 
if a row begins Wiidman for me: a capital fc-Uow and an old 
soldier. KoUeston tells me the Chartists pre 
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tioo : this gives food for reQectioD. Wbat has made English- 
men turn assassins 7 The new poor law. Their resources 
have been dried up by indirect taxes for the debt, and the 
poor law throws them on a phantom, which it calls their 
resources — robbery follows, and a robber soon becomes a 
murderer. 

" Jitb. — Same stale of uncertainty and want of infonna- 
tion. The Duke of Portland called on me. He seems 
totally ignorant of the state of the country', and indeed told 
mo so. A duke and ignorant of the state of the country in 
which lie boids such large possessions ! ! He gets his infor- 
mation from a pour man, who tella him about the Chartists 
and has completely alarmed him. This informer is unknown 
to me, and whether be milks the duke of certain monies, or 
not, God knows, but bis information has neither led to any- 
thing positive, nor been of use : on the contrarj', it has done 
mbcbi«f by frightening ihe poor old man, that is as much 
as a Bentinck con be frightened, for they are a plucky 
nee. 

" Colonel W. Napier, April 1 5. — There is no great fear of 
ao outbreak on a large scale, but assassination seems to be 
■ tie Cbortists' creed. At a private meeting of tliirty * • • 
is said to have asked if they bad heard of Lord Norbory 
and bow he was put out ol the way. Yes ! Then do you 
get rid of obnoxiona men in the some way. Colonel Rol- 
leston told me be had this from one of the thirty, adding^ 
R fellow who is a spy is never wholly to be believed, but he 
eworo over and over again that this was said. I have in- 
fonned Lord John Busscll, yet warned him that it would be 
unfair to condemn * • * on such vile evidence. Worse 
than that has come to my ears, not to be trusted in a letter. 
but cou6rming my opinion that the aristocracy have with 
tlivir new poor law demoralized the working classes. Theie 
are men here who take bullets from their pockets, and say, 
du juu want a Norbury pill ? This is a common joke 
InilicatiDg the progress of bad feeling. 
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" When the mob bumed the Duke of Newcastle's house 
they proceeded to that of Mr. Musters ; he was in London, 
and is an obnoxious man; not from politics^ but that he 
refused the public leave to fish near his house because every 
idle blackguard used to go there and annoy his family. His 
wife — Byron's Miss Chaworth, was very ill in bed, her 
children and servants threw themselves on their knees, en- 
treating the rioters to take everything but not to go into 
their mother's room, as the fright would kill^ her. They 
drove the children into the woods on a dark night, locked up 
the servants, went into the sick woman's room, and set fire 
to her bed ! A few, no one knows whether one two or three, 
rushed into the room, rolled her in a blanket and got her 
out through a window ! Now what can be expected iirom 
such chaps if they break out ! I am anxious to diminish 
the number and increase the strength of my detachments; 
all the magistrates are against this except Wildman ; but he 
again is too reckless and holds the whole thing too cheap. 
The government seems to take no step whatever to find out 
what is going on; and — this from high authority here, — 
discourage the gentry taking any measures of self-pre- 
servation : meantime the arming certainly goes on more or 
less. 

" Journal. — Just heard that eleven men met and cast lots 
for assassinating the Duke of Portland, because of his sup- 
port to the new poor law. The magistrates who told me this 
say they know the man and he is watched ; but they will 
not tell the duke. I do not feel easy, though not believing 
the fact, for they cannot guard against it if the villain be 
resolute. The duke is now at Newmarket and therefore out 
of harm's way, but he shall not return to Welbeck in igno- 
rance of the danger. 

" 17th. — Seen much of Sir Richard Jackson : he is a very 
good, and very clever man. 

** 18th. — On the 12th' sent a circular to all officers com- 
manding detachments, calling on them to consider what 
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wonld do if attauked ; and to tell rae, from time lo 
whal wiis going on in their neighbourhood, cind the 
lions of the Ubourera. Their reports ore just come, all 
written and willi a degree of military sngacity beyond 
eixpectatioDs. Thia has efteotoJ two things. 1". I got 
iifunted with the strength of each post, and with my 
ITS, and have set them a-thinking. 2", It gives me u 
military surveillance all over the north of England, 
lendent uf the information famished by the mngistratea ; 
'nd much more impartial, as the latter are all under per- 
sonal fear and political prejudice. This military information 
will also be a test for that obtained by the magistrates, and 
embraces the pensioners : men half mihtary, half civilians, 
Lave all a hankering after the army. Verj- likely half 
Chartists, bat that signilies nothing ; tliey know the 
troops cannot be easily beaten, and will advise waiting until 
more resources are at hand, whieh will not happen. This 
will tend to quiet, and these men cannot hold their tongues. 
They will drink and talk with the young soldiers, and from 
love or vanity, or heat of argument, tell them what is going 
00 ; and if anything serious is brewing their superior saga- 
will give them the lead : thus I make spies of them 
lite of themselves. 

20rd. — The Duke of Portland called on bis way from 
Newmarket. I had begged of him to do so, not being able 
to reooncilo my conscience with letting him return ignorant 
of ihe conspiracy : the old cock shewed no fear, ho has all 
ibe Bentinck courage, My wish is that be should go to 
Lundon ; for though not believing the viUuin courageous 
enough to attempt the deed, if he should it would make a 
devil of tt stir in the country. 

" fiiad. — Went to a meeting here, but did not like to 
□ the crowd, fearing to draw attention, perhaps insnlt, 
were nearly three thousand people, most of ihem spec- 
tnking no intjirest in the proceedings ; no choer fol- 
tbe orator's expressions, it was like a religious meet- 
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iug. Was this deep atteutioa or not? In my mind 
for numbers came and went the wLole time, and plenty 
Chartist description walked about wholly inattentive to 
speakers. Fergus O'Connor and Bronterre O'Brieu 
advertised to be the orators but did not oome, The eslii 
of numbers by the mayor was amusing. How many 
not above three or four hundred. More Mr. Mayor. Ui 
which he called a youth, said to be in tlie habit of estimating 
numbers : be got up to a thousand, tbe Nottingham Journal 
gave six hundred, there were full three thousand : civil 
don't estimate numbers well. 

" Yesterday a piece of a letter was found in tlie 
and sent to Sir C. O'Donnel, my brigade-major, by 
What does it mean ? Tbe words were written in pencil, and 
the fragment run thus, ' — y, for wit monday, that alt of you 
must bring yure pistels day as their will be impor- 
tant Is there no foot sugers tho' he sa . . . mee 

was coming so that the wat is acks not 

got over carts and such tbiugs, as I saw how the done it. 

paris ist get old .... also that we' — the d( 

parts were torn. This indicates business. 

"April 23rd. — A letter from Wemyss. The folks at AshtoB- 
under-Lyne growing patriotic, being disturbed by the itine- 
rant orators, who, like Colonel C y in the house, talk 

loud, long, and foolishly. Matters are going on badly. These 
poor people are inclined to rise, and if they do what horrid 
bloodshed! This is dreadful work, would to God I had 
gone to Australia : however it is now a struggle for ex- 
istence, a servile war. At this moment the best hand-loom 
weaver can only earn five shillings a week, the price of food 
being such that this will not giva him bread, without firing, 
elolbes, or lodging: hence a good workman in full wages 
must starve ! And with this fact our rulers are called stal 
men ! These people threaten to lake arms. If theyi 
they will be crushed by force and will tlien resort 
means whicJi slaves must employ. Mammon has suppli 
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God: our rulers bave worshipped tlie evil one, and evil 
are tLe resiills. Yet life is troDsitory, our troublea soon pass. 
Death is hilter, but only to tlie body of llie man who believes 
ia the promises of Christ, and in the aspirations of his onn 
mind. \VTien men mount the scaffold ; when on their death- 
beds; in fine when their minutes are numbered these are 
their thoughts : why not eherisli them then in life find beidth, 
and so act that when deatb comes we can meet him with 
intrepid and undoubting hearts ? " 

The Wemyss alluded to above, was one of two colonels 
of subordinate command ; the other was Sir Hew Ross of 
the Artillery ; the first acted at Manchester, the second at 
CarUsIe. It bus been said that Charles Napier was a man 
of stem authority, and it is true: he was so to all who 

^—U^ecled duty, but with offioors of zeal and character 

^Hb iQtercourse was mai'ked by urbanity, frankness and 

^^■UBdence. 

^^*' Colonel WemysB, April a2nd. — As to your writing 
freely, why that is what I wish beyond all things: I am not 
sneh a vain fool as to think a general lios more brains than 
his Quighbour, because his head is under the dreadful pjiune 
they have stuck in his hat! No! I want both you and 
Rosa to write to me just as you think ; and heartily I rejoice 
at having two men so well koonn to me, and for whom I 
have BDch regard: but this will be of little use unless you 
write like old comrades, freely and at your ease. I do not 

Else to he always guided by either, because we may differ 
IT views and 1 must pay the piper if anything goes 
g; but I think we all three hold nearly the same views, 
soil if we differed I should feel great mistrust of myself, 
bi-ing just come, and as yet ignorant. 

"With regard to detachments, my mind is made up to 

E as few as possible. You seem most anxious to give 
ort to the well disposed, and to brow-heat the dis- 
ted: I am more anxious that no mishap should befall 
tlw tioops. Still we come nearly to the same point, jour 
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anxiety for tho troops, mine for tlie civil auihorities, being 
both very great, Biit I lay down as an axiom, and our first, 
greatest principle, tbat the queen's troops must not be over- 
thrown anywhere, because the eflect in the three kingdoiiu 
would be fearful. If only a corporal's guard was cut 
would bo " total defeat of the troops " ere it reached 
don Edinburgh and Dnbhn ; and before thv contradie- 
tion arrived the disaffected, in the moral exaltation of sup- 
posed victory, would be in arms. This is more e9[teoiaUy 
lo be apprehended in Ireland, where rivers of blood would 
How. 

" Now let us look at the other side. Suppose &om want 
of soldiers n rising takes place in some town; suppose the 
worst, and nothing can exceed wljat happened at Bristol; 
suppose a second Bristol affair, an exaggerated supposition, 
because you, or I, or Ross, would be on the spot before 
such a conflagration could be effected, but suppose it never- 
theless. What did Bristol amount to ? Only individual 
loss. The troops were victorious the instant they were put 
in motion and all the world knew it was a riot ; it produced 
no national evil ; it had no public results, though one of 
the largest towns in the empire was nearly laid in ashes. 

"These are my convictions, arising from genera! prin- 
ciples, and a large view of the subject, the one which the 
nation will take. Wo must not let onr eyes be diverted by 
the small interests an<l personal fears of magtsttat«s, which, 
though meriting attention, are all local, and must only be 
cored for bo far as they con be without danger for the more 
important matter. There is however one more point: — the 
soldier's hfe. He is not to be spared if the service of the 
nation requires the sacrifice ; but he is not to be endangered 
for the security of private men, who, if they only liavo tlie 
oouroge, may arm and defend their own carcases. What 
endangers two-thirds of them ? The answer is, so i'or as I 
have yet learned from tiie Home Office and Sir Richard 
Jnckson, indeed oil with whom I bava oonveiBsd, thtut 
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own inordinate avarice, which will not let [bem fairly pay 

their workmen. To my knowledge this is not tha case in 

kll ittstunces, bat with the majority I urn tolil it is so. 

kippose it not so in any case: then let these men arm 

ike men,, and not abrink and quail before the Chartiats. 

Dpl'mrtg for soldiers. Let each bnng up his piko as well 

B the Chartists : they are rich, they have servants, let them 

Mtir themselves ; they know the troops are on the alert, and 

11 in a few hours come to their assistance. 

" The soldiers must be kept together: the consequence of 

I mililAry mishup would be a national misfortune ; of a civil 

lefent only a trifling private loss. By dispersing the troops 

BtB greater evit becomes very possible, even probable. By 

moentrating the troops the smaller evil may happen ; but 

e dnnger will give such a stimulus to private courage as 

will cftll forth more manly and eflectual exertions horn the 

liuddl« classes, who are now supine and trust wholly to 

soldiers. This apathy I wish to rouse tliem from. I want 

to withdraw the detachments from Todmorden and Halifax, 

t ttd give tliem to Leeds and Sheffield, but Lord John 

aell opposes me, being talked over by the magistrates. 

I have told Lord John, that if an outbreak takes place it 

■ to ho feared it will shew itself by a well-planned night 

k on Derby, Rochdale, Halifax or Todmorden. I have 

told him, that the magistrates should find quarters. 

terty-two men are in twenty-one billets! Fifty resolute 

iaea would disarm them in ten minutes! 

" Sir Hew Ross. — Extracts. Write to mo at all times as 

K comrade, or I shall think you take me for a vapouring 

•iliot, whose head is turned by that bunuh of cock's feathers 

in my hnt, from which it is hard to say which suffers most, 

the imhappy general or hia purae ! Tell me always what 

Won want dune, and I will do it if possible : if not will tell 

Min why, for 1 hate mystery, which is a wonderful creeper 

Hpo hsod-qiiarterg. We shall have a rough time, all my 

^^^^bftunt to the middle of May as the time when a rising 
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will l)B attempted. I liate a well-fL'd traitor, but in Lan- 
casliire the hand-loom weavers are in. terrible distress, and I 
pity them from my heart. Poor fellows, they know not the 
wild work that O'Connor and O'Brien, and Oasiler — said to 
he tt madman — are leading them to do. Reckless massacre 
and plunder would be the order of the day if once they 
were successful. 

"Under-Secretory Pbillipps, April 23rd. ^ — The paper 
fragment I had the honour to send to Lord John Hassell 
shews that the disalFooted are prepared to use barricadi 
and I have infonDation that a plan to cut off soldiers lod| 
in billets has been discussed in the puhlio-housea at Hi 
fdx ; cheep copies of Maooroni's book on pikes are also ia 
circulation. 

" To the magistrates of the West Riding, Yorkshire, 
April 24lh, — Sirs. I have the honour to acknowledge 
receipt of your letter of the 22nd instant. To be 
with you, I dislike small detachments, because froni ei] 
rience I have learned the danger to which they are exj 
in civil commotion ; but this danger depends much upon 
manner in which they ore lodged. The cavalry at Hi 
are quartered in ilie very worst and most dangerous mi 
Forty-two troopers in twenty-one distant billets ! Fifty 
solute Chartists might disarm and destroy the whole in tev 
minutes ; and believe me gentlemen, that a mob which bns 
gained such a momentai-y triumph is of all mobs the most 
ferocious, and most dangerous to Uie inhuhitants. 

"You wilt admit I speak truth in stating the danger 
Uie queen's troops at Halifax ; but you naturally wish 
have the protection which the presence of soldiers affords; 
I am equally anxious to give you that protection, but de- 
mand of you a building in whieli the soldiers can be safely 
lodged 1 fur be assured gentlemen that my most anxious 
wish, as well aa duty, is to afford the best protection in 
my power to the civil authorities. But I repeat, and feel 
assured your candour will admit, that to expose 
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to a midnight mnssacre would Dot be to protect but to 
expose you all to the greatest peril, I have too high an 
<^ituuii of you genliemen to think you require any apology 
this frank exposition of my viewa, and beg of you to 
nith me in the same straiti. 
"Jounml, April atth. — The magiBtrtites are always 
trying to gel soldiers, and never caring for their safety : 
Uiey eliall not have detaclimenta unless thoy provide for 
•a security, which lliey try to avoid as cosily without 
•ard for the soldiers' lives. I have written tliem a strong 
r, and sent a copy to the secretary of state, whom they 
enlisted on their side. He has had the good sense 
to see I am right, and takes my side of the question. 

" 25th. — AH quiet. Read a report made by Colonel Shaw 
Keonedy to the police commissioners, on the subject of 
rioten. He was long at Manchester, and this report is a 
masterly affair; I have felt more at home since read- 
it, bot my task is harder than his, for a greater power ia 
lie bad only to deal with workmen fighting 
inst their masters ; I have to deal with a largo mass of 
population avowedly arming to overthrow the consti- 
tutioD. However this able man lays down a few general 
{irinciples, and gives a few facts which are of great value to 
report came to me from Rowan. My belief is the 
!r€tftfy of state never saw it, nor the Horse Guards eitlier: 
ia worth their reading tiiough!" — Tliia Colonel Shaw 
ledy, now a general, was the organizer of the Irish 
iBtabuluTv; was ime of Sir J. Moore's men, and dia- 
ignished alike in peuue and war, by cool intrepidity, ad- 
itrative talent, and coniiuanding decision of character. 
Mr. Philiipps, April 25th. — Colonel Rowan lent me 
iw Kennedy's letter to the commissioners, dated 33nd 
Tcmber, IftSiS: and from it I lenrn the following facts. 
That tlio men with whom we have to deal, did in 
l-Sl, get up a powerful organized force, the arrange- 
liiuh were made long before in beer shops, 
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and ftt numerous smtill mectinj^s: tho people were stii 
latcfl by various pamphlets nod finally made ' a turQ-otiL 
That the able-bodied men iu that turn-out were eight 
thousand, of whioh many were armed, tmd iliey had ac- 
ijuired military discipline ; tlicy formed good columns, 
taking up their ground in perfect order, and throwing 
out their picquets ^vith nil the sysl^matJc proceedings of 
a military force. They kept the field four months, and 
finally yielded from want of funds. In one instance they 
marched up to a barrack-gata and fearlessly challenged 
a captain's detaclimenl to fight: had that detachment of 
soldiers been in billets it would have been ibrced to fight, 
and one Jmndred against eight thousand would liavs been 
too great a risk. 

" We have now the same men to encounter, but their 
object is to overthrow the throne. Their number, though 
not ascertained, is probably greater than before ; the arms 
possessed then they still possess, with the addition of a 
great number of pikes, so we may fairly suppose every 
man has a weapon. We have also those indications of 
commotion described by Colonel Kennedy as the precursors 
of an outbreak, namely, tho bocr-bouse meetings, the small 
assemblies, rumours, threats, agitators, and exciting pam- 
phlets. So far the analogy is complete : but we have more, 
for wo know that printed extracts from Maueronl's book 
on pike exercise are also in circulation ; and we hwe 
information, though vague, that drilling witliout arms goes 
on nightly. We are also informed, and of this our infor- 
mation is tolerably certain, that the purchase of tire-arms 
and the manufacture of pikes goes on, in some places with 
more vigour in some with less, but still goes on. 

"We have also the fragment of a letter shewing thst 
barricades are contemplated and understood, the example 
of Paris being held out. Finally, the conversation among 
tho poorest classes who meet iu public houses is, that one 
hundred Chartists may destroy fitty soldiers in billeta 
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smtdl iletadiments ; and that the first tfaiog is to cut the 
railroad nod nil communicntiuns botweon iowiib: these are 
all sound military opera tions, and token na a whole atiord 
some ground for apprehending that an outbreak will take 
place sooDPT or later. Of its being speedily put down there 
can be no doubt, beoanso funds, leaders, and that discipline 
wbich is required to move large bodies, are all wanting ; 
Uiere are leaders for a midnight massacre but not for a 
mid-day battle: moreover, the avowed objects of the 
iJhtuttets is said to be plunder and assassination. Sitnh 
we hear is their language in the public houses, and that 
, aione would destroy them even if a, resolute and loyal 
fcjBny were not at hand to crush insurrection. The state 
Bl the unhappy hand-loom weavers is distressing in the 
■ipeitest degree; on industrious man in fiiU work and on 
(he bigliest rate of wages starves : this is very dreadful, and 
in sucL parts the Chartists are most numerous and most 
KBolate. If this state of distress can be amelioraUid one 
■ptM Bonroe of Chartism will soon be tarried ! 
Hk^Witb the foregoing general view of the subject I have 
'CDnstantly asked myself, what is to be done by me as & 
military man ? The answer is — Seoure your detachments 
from surprize as far as practicable, seek for iuibrmntion 
nnd abide events. But if the agitation now going on should 
produce an outbreak my plan of operations would be as 
follows. Divide the troops into three portions. The first 
to be composed of those at Carlisle, Newcastle, Tyneraoulh, 
and Sunderland — in all about nine hundred under Sir Hew 
Ross. 1'he second compobcd of the troops at Manchester, 
Stockport, Bolton, Blackburn, Burnley, Todmorden, Boch- 
dnlc, Wigan, Hnydock, Liverpool and Ciiestcc — two thou- 
•and eight bundred men under Colonel Wemyss. The 
iliird composed of troops at Hull, York, Leeds, Sheffield, 
l>erby, Nottingham, and Halifax — about one thousand 
' myself. 
"Jf the outbreak Appeared partial in the northern part 
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of the district, Sir H. Koas would collect Iiis troops for 
Buppressiou, acuordJDg to orders previously given to him ; 
Hnd I should deiacb tive hundred men to bis Hssistance. If 
it appeared confined to the western part Colonel Wemyss 
would act in a Bimilar way, nud be ruinforced by me. If 
the rising was iu ibe eastern purl, I could draw on Ross or 
WemysB for aid. Should it be general, Ross and Wemysa 
should assemble, each his own division, ut such places as 
appeared to them most suitable, and I should do the same. 
When it was ascertained where a great bead of insurgents 
was fonued I would march direct upon it, combining my 
movement with Rosa and Wemyss, either for uniting or 
acting separately according to circumstances. 

" As to posiiioDB for occupation they must depend on the 
enemy's operations, holding always as a general principle 
the muintfdniog of my communication a with Ross or 
Wemyss, or both, rather than with London ; and, if 
requisite, calling for uid Irom Ireland, nhich I am 
autijorized to do. My reason for abandoning the oom- 
muuicatiou with Loudon is, that the force wliich could 
be drawn round the capital would be large enough to 
hold its gi'ouud, and if the insurgenia moved in tliai 
direction the forces under uiy command would press tleir 
rear and flanks, and protect the country from being widely 
ravaged, 

"If the rebels confined their operations to pressing the 
troops in the northern district, a force detached from 
London could harass their rear, or unite with my troops; 
but it is most probable that after the first week, the 
struggle, if continued, would hu carried ou by an armed 
yeomanry, and small columns of regulars would rapidly 
push forth to their aid fi'um ceutrid stations when the 
insui^ents were too powerful. I propose therefore that 
the yeomanry be put on permanent duty in such ports of 
the district us appear most dangerous. The law nov 
permits men to arm with tlie uvowed puqiose of ''tt^H 




throwing the constilutron ; it is advisftble therefora hIso to 

arm those who are to he attacked, apd whose numbers are 

so great that their array in arms would prohHljIy secure the 

Ijalty of the doubtful and timid, crash the Lopes of the 

■loyal, and recall them to a just sense of their folly. 

|. His brother William. — "Lord John Russell at first took 

1 with the magistrates in their demand for detaclimenta 

mmt cavalry, to be placed in billets ; he has now avowed that 

1 right and decided in my favour; but as they are 

werful fellows he may not be able to resist tliem, and 

1 feel rather surprized at my success thon confident in its 

ntiiinance. Lord John asked me, if it wj 

mm troops from Ireland ? My answer was, if his q 

m encounter in the field we had enough ; but if 

t pr^ent a rising by a display of troops the sooner the 

1 came from Ireland the better. Had my answer been 

I, without qualification, and no row took place, I should 

' }m held op as an alarmist nod this cry raised. Why is the 

conatry to be at the cost of shifting troops from kingdom 

to kiugilom because General Napier is frightened? If I 

uid there nre tnjops enough and an insurrection did break 

oat, the accusation would be — he tempted it by his Bupine- 

Dessl 

^^B " Shaw Kennedy's paper is admirable as far as it goes, 

^^■Id taught me more than anything else the nature of their 

^^HjfBgs on here. No one knew anything about it but 

^^H^an; he had lost it, but afterwards found and sent it 

^^^B tne when my report was written. This delayed me, for 

^^Bsompariaon was very necessary, and obhged me to recast 

^^Tne report, which has caused them to draw two regiments 

from Ireland : but oven thus I shall have fewer troops thon 

Shttw and Bouverie had, and mnro enemies. Numbers of 

Mtkaiim are said lo have cnme from London on purpose 

t llie row. Oostler's pike was shewn to ma: it is a half 

) with a long springy blade, altogether the worst pos- 

> are their knives, with which thev could not stab 
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because tho blado is curved &t ihc point. I am here wifl 
a soldier, and j'i;t overwhelmed with military business. A 
geaerul ufficer's time is dreadrully cut up with fiddle-Iaddle 
work; everything is tried by their absurd district conn- 
martials, wliich must be read and approved of. Foot or 
five a day come, and some are very difficult. This is 
earuing bread dearly, because unnecessary: it is doing 
badly what a regimental commanding officer would do 
well, and is with my extensive command oppressive and 
not lo be rightly done. 

" Journal, April 27th. — A letter from Lord John's secre- 
tary wholly entering into my view of the danger of small 
detnchmenls. My system of surveillance niilitaire is now 
also established; the Horae Guards and the secretary of 
state uru convinced, and I hope the magistrates: nothing 
remains therefore but to carry gradually into ejtecudon the 
plan of rendering the detachments secure. Against this tlie 
magistrates and the government will set themselves tooth 
and nail, for it cannot be done without expence; and, 
moreover, circumstances render it difficult. The truth is 
that barracks should be built and that they will not do. 
However, we cannot have everything as we wish in this 
world, or the next either, or hell would be empty and ewth 
become hell ! 

" My men should be in three masaea, one around Man- 
cheater to watch the manufacturers; one around Newcastle- 
on-Tyno to watch the colliers; one around Leeds and Hull 
to watch the other two : but such an arrangement of my 
force cannot be effected in time ; it would take a month ere 
the secretary of state would understand it, and then he 
would have a host of magistrates on hia hack ! He behavee 
however very well, and stands by me against the magistrates, 
so that I have my own way in some degree: were it allowed 
rae in all things the country should soon be quieted. Poor 
fellows, they only want fair play and would tlien be quiet 
enough i\but they ore harassed hy taxes ti 
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•BO longer. Between five aad six thousiuid mi?n and 

iieen guns are under me; we could mftniige a large force 

Cliartists, but I trust iu God nothing so horrible will 

len. Would timt I had gone to Australia and tbnsbeen 

;d tliis work, produced by Tory injustice and Whig im- 

jlily. The doctrine ol' slowly refonning when men are 

ing is of all siliy things the most silly : famishing men 

tot wait. And that the people of England have been, 

are, ill-troatcd and ill-govemed is my fixed opinion. 

worship of Mammon renders tie minda of men base, 

bodies feeble, and their morals bad: manufactures 

man, woman, and child. 

May IsL — My command is better in Land now. At 

all was darkness : I groped about like a mole. Will 

be a civil war ? My opinion is that it will only be a 

at Manchester and its vicinity, which will be put down ; 

that will not put down the sufferings of the people, nor 

hatred of the rich, and winter is to he feared more 

DOW, for they will then sufler more. Wemysa writes 

he is very tmeasy, tlie pot seems to boil near him. 

Bth some dragoons and infantry lliis neighbourhood can 

be kq)t in chock, but both arms are necessary ; dragoons 

nlarm, and slash without killing, and if they are too roughly 

handled the infantry will soon end the business ; rockets 

also are good bullets and do not kill : but my hope is, if a 

tight takes place, to have no murderous work as in Ireland, 

refusing of quarter, no njiite. Fight, if fight we must, 

men, aparing those who ask for mercy : it surely must 

possiblo to keep down the malignant spirit which seems 

all times to have animated those engaged in civil wars ! 

" May 2nd. — Wemyse asks for more troops. He says, a 

company, marching out for exercise towards Leigh, was told 

CharUats. We shall be out next week, and if your 

interfere we will destroy you all. There are two 

fivery queatioQ, and as the threatened 6lh of May 

e shall soon aee what pluck they have: in my 
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opinion it will poBB qnietly. 
lieve their dny. 

" Moy 3rd. — Kepom come in etroit^er, that a rising will 
take place the 6th. Voyona! I have forbid the soldiers to 
be inarched out of barracks for fear of encouDtering a body 
of Cliariists and having a collision, which must be carefully 
avoided. I dread bloodshed. If once it begins no man can 
say where it will stop. It shall not begin if I can hinder iL 
Lord John has issued a proclamation against training and 
unlawful meetings ; this is good, and I hope timely : he has 
also given me authority to draw out the yeomanry at need. 
Reports come from many ofiBcers tliat the Ohartista openly 
threaten the soldiers and trust to a simultaneous attack to 
beat US in detail : this I expected, but cannot draw in the 
weak detaehmems, the magistrates are too strong for me, 
and too much alarmed for their own safety. 

May ith.^Sent Captain GrEint, 9lh Lancers, to Mans- 
field to report on a building eligible for securing a troop; 
he has made a good report, and is a clever officer: we have 
multitudes of such men, there are no officers in the world 
like English gentlemen. 

" May 5th. — News from Manchester, things look black 
enough. They seem alarmed in London, and the secretary 
of state now wishes me to be at Manchester. I shall not 
however go until after to-morrow, for to-iDorrow is the 
threatened day and my place should be here or there, not 
on the road. If they will have a fight God defend the right I 
One good thrashing will cool their courage: even tlie Devir.es 
effuir was a damper, aud if they deal with me it will be far 
worse, for the blow must be as decisive as musquet and 
bayonet can make it; yet always having a feeling for de- 
luded men, who when vanquished must be spared. Mean- 
while Heaven defend my family! If it pleases God that I 
come not back to liicm. I must wait until ihey come to me! 

" May 6th. — All quiet iu Nottingham, and no reports of 
;s. There ia a doubt, if a rising takes ph 
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llliam " — bis nepLew and aide-de-camp — " and myself can 
gel to Manchester; I liave therefore sent iDstiuctions to 
Ross to meet that event. Witliin thirty-six hours a honid 
ghier may perhaps be the precursor of a bloody insur- 
The probability of the troops being defeated is 
in my eoniemplation if, as my belief is, they are loyal : 
but ft terrible slaughter of the unhappy Chartists, so sadly 
deluded, is a dreadful prospect, even though in their ranks 
are many ruffians who will do much mischief before tliey 
are quelled. What can be done to prevent a collision ? Is 
it likely men can be prevented fighting, whose minds have 
been making up for it these many months ? I fear not, but 
ovf full of events next week may be ! God 
Ut me to act justly." 
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The torrible responsibility of kindling civil war by 
or suppressing it by force, of spilling blood or aTOJding it, 
now rested on Cliarles Nnpier, but wilh s firm heart and 
r^ieor head he Husiained the burthen. 

"Joamal. May 7ih, Manchester. — Reached this place 
last niglit. The country fi-om Nottingham undulaling, from 
Derby hilly, towards Matlock Alpine ; llie pass of Hoi- 
stundwell Bridge is strong ; the country is a fortreas. 

" 8th. — All quiet for the moment, but all infornH 
speaks of a rising on Whit-Monday. Like me, Wi 
bates tliis work: bow can it bo otherwise 

" 9tli. — I have over and over again slated the danj 
having billets; why will titey not let me hire barracks! 
country cannot be protected by detachments. Let llie gentle- 
men and yeomanry defend themselves, local defence should 
meet local attacks ; I cannot, I will not give troops. Tet I 
have not called in any detachment, because if that were now 
done the people^would rise and the blame be cast on me : 
moreover, with so little knowledge of this district it would 
be too decided a step ; all thai can be done is to put some 
infantry in buildings where the cavalry are in billets, I have 
by letter endeavoured to animate magistrates and colonels 
of yeomanry ; but all are apathetic, all wanting soldiers, and 
doing nothing for themselves. A disarming bill is a sad 
measure but should be passed. These magistrates are very 
provoking : I ordered night patrols, and Wemyas tells me, 
the civil force bas been less vigilant in consequence I Well, 
one mu&l have patience. — Lo ! the ministers are out 
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pretty kettle of fisli ! Wlio is to be in the Home Depart- 
menl ? Lord Jolm has ncted towards me with great fuir- 

(ness : I hope his euccessor will do the same, for otherwise 
■y poation will he ticklish. 
I " Colonel W. Napier, May 15th.— I have already done all 
tl»t you advise, except taking up strong posts for securing 
Oie communications of my detachments with the country: 
there is hother enough to get any barracks at all for them. 
It was only two days ago iliat leave came from the Home 
Office to hire temporary barracks ; meanwhile the Horse 
Guards were growling at me for keeping the men in billet : 
^■<at if I could swallow them ! A man in this command 
^HBwuld have power to do what is to be done on his own 
^HtBponaibihty : these people think the necessary precautions 
^^an be taken without expence or by magic. I have how 
ever hired two barracks, one here and one at Nottingham, 
both commanding the entrances to the towns, and witli free 
B to the country. The Chartists hardly know what tliey 
B at. The people want food, and think O'Connor will get 
r tliem ; and O'Connor wants to keep the agitation alive 
tause he sells weekly 60,000 copies of the 'Northern 
While this lasts he will try to prevent an outbreak. 
t premeditated outbreak will occur I think while our im- 
posJDg force furnishes on excuse for delay : and delay will 
injure their cause, because the deputies are paid, and the 
people are growing weary of tie physical-force men. 

•'At Sitine, in Stafibrdshire, there was a row: they 
attacked the yeomen who killed and wouuded several, and 
it has startled the Chartists much, tu be so easily overthrown 
I without loss, while some twenty of their peoph' 
I knocked down. I had sent two companies there and 
1 they been up in time a severe loss to the Chartists would 
( happened ; very glad they were not, my wish being to 
I the soldiers as tang from blood as possible: the Char- 
t had barricades. We are in a strange state, but the 
Biiiig week will open some clear view. Government should 
c 2 
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give me money for spies, our state is too dangerous to b« 
without tliem. God send me through the work as a gentle- 
mau ought to go through it, 

" Miss Napier. — Lord de Groy's letter to me is excellent. 
Would that there were a dozen such yeomanri' colonels. 
The magistrates and country gentlemen appear apathetic: 
they do not see the dreadful state of the country, or they 
are afraid. William is all that can be wished, but is too 
hard-worked; neither of us get any exercise — pen! penl 
pen ! Tell me any criticisms on my doings that you ^fl 
hear, for I have queer folks to deal ffith. ' ^M 

" Colonel W. Napier, May a^rd. — The day after lo-moRMi 
is to be the great meeting, ibr wliich my arrangements were 
all made when Wemyss gave me Shaw Kennedy's plan for 
the protection of the town. Liking my own best it shall 
not be changed, and you have both on the enclosed card. 
The crosses shew the direction of the disaflccted towns, irom 
which all mobs approach, AH the N.E. of ManohestCT is 
riotous, the south quiet: Salford, i. e. all the right bank of 
the river, is always quiet. Which of the seven positions 
indicated should be occupied would depend on ibe place 
where the mob assembled ; but in each my left ia protected 
by the river, my right by the canal; and lliey are shorter 
than they look, as only the openings of streets need be 
guarded and a few windows occupied. The bridges could 
be easily barricaded and defended by llie armed citizens; and 
JTom any one position men could be detached against tbe 
rioters if needed, or an advance made with my whole force ; 
in each position there are one or more strong buildings, 

" Shaw's plan certainly holds a greater portion of the 
town, but his flank to the north is exposed; be could be 
attacked in Iront and rear simultaneously, and if obliged to 
give ground would tind it difficult to cross tlie canal or 
the river to reach the barracks ; at least this is my view. 
Wemyss leans to Shaw's plan, but thinks every plan bkd, 
and lliat we should act on the spur of the moment : yet 
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best way U> act on the spur most readily is to have a plan 
matured. We have, as every one says, one hundred tbou- 
sMid men to dt-al with, and such a miisa cannot he treated as 
an ordinary riotous mob. The disposition which the people 
ate called on to sliew may be understood from the follow- 
^ing hand-bill. 

^■L " ' Dear brotliers ! Now are the times to try men's souls ! 

^^Le your arms ready ? Have you plenty of powder and 

^^BOt? Have you screwed up your courage to the stick- 

^Hb place ? Do you intend to be freemen or slaves ? 

^^pM yon inclined to hope for a fair day's wages for a fair 

^Hlt^'a work? Ask vouiselves these questions, and remember 

that yonr safety depends on the strength of yotir own right 

arms. How long are you going to allow your mothers, your 

wives, your children and your sweethearts, to be ever toiling 

for other people's benefit ? Nothing can convince tvranta of 

llieir folly but gimpowder and steel; so put your trust in 

God my boys and keep yonr powder dry. Be patient a 

day or two, but be ready at a minute'a warning; no man 

knows to-day what to-morrow may bring forth : bo ready 

1 to Qourisli the tree of liherty. 

With the Blood of Tyrants. 

' You can get nothing by cowardice, or petitioning. 

is ia arms; Poland groans beneath the bloody 

ajan yoke ; and Irishmen paQt to enjoy the sweets of 

rty. Aye dear brethren, the whole world depends on 

I for aapport; if you fail the working man's sun is set 

t1 The operatives of Paris have again took posses- 

I of the city. Can you remain passive when all the 
world ia in arms? No my friends! Up with the cap of 
libeny, down with all oppression and enjoy the benetit of 

Now or never is your time : be sure you do not 
^lect yoor arms, and when you strike do not let it be 

II sticks or stones, but let the blood of all you suspect 
I the soil uf your native land, that you may for 
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«' Let Eagburi MM tbcA prise 

And ave caek good mam'9 
In trnat^ blood faopdze jov «■» 

And ereiT TiBam dbnglitcr. 
Bj pike uid cvoid, jour freedon aCrire to gmin. 
Or make ooe bloodj Moocov of old £iiglaifed*t piaiB.' 

** This is a nice piece of advice ! Well, I have just had 
ooi three regiments and two guns, and they do not look as 
if they would be easily beaten ! 

" Lord de Grey, May 8th. — Should it be necessary to call 
oot the York Hussars I shall write as you desire. I am a 

m 

Strong advocate for calling out the yeomanry ; it shews the 
disaffected that the loyal are both able and willing to put 
them down if they resort to physical force. The present 
apathy and total dependence on the regular troops is bad ; 
it argues a want of self-reliance in society : force should be 
met by force on the spot. I say this to your lordship, be- 
cause Lord Whamcliffe and yourself are the only two com- 
manders of yeomanry that, as far as I am aware, have shewn 
any great readiness to come forward with proper public 
spirit : indeed one told me, that if I attempted to keep his 
corps on duty beyond their usual time half of them would 
resign ! If there be occasion I shall give them the oppor- 
tunity of making their public spirit manifest. 

*' I have this day written to Lord John Russell on the sub- 
ject, as I do not consider myself as having authority to call 
out any corps, unless in case of actual riot. Now my object 
is to give a high tone to public feeling, and to daunt the 
republican portion of the community by one of those 
decided public expressions of loyalty which tells the world 
that, whatever diversity of opinion there may be as to what 
is good for the country, whenever the safety of the throne 
is endangered all unite to crush the disloyal. It is in this 
view only tliat I wish to have the yeomanry under arms ; for 
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W tlie Chartists and llieir pikea, I have men enough witli- 
in mueqiiet sliol when they please to try their streDc;ih. 
Whether your lordship's views coincide with mine, or not, I 
should like to know : you know the feelings of your people, 
nnd your rank gives you power to judge how far my wishes 
are likely to he met by yeomanry corps in general. 

■' Mr. Philhpps, May 0th.— I have deeply reflected upon 
tiie power which Lord John has placed in my hands. I mean 
u to calling ont the yeomanry. It is an operation of greni 
but when I consider the extent of the present had 
uit, and of tlie armiogs, I cannot hut hold the opinion 
it is absolutely necessary to concentrate the greatest 
possible force to overcome the people of this district. The 
primary object is to save the country from devastation. 
expence muat therefore be a secondary consideration. The 
Chartists affirm that they have 2&0,000 men armed, in Lan- 
cashire alone : this is probably a lie, hut if tliey can assemble 
60,000, the most dreadful ravages would be committed by 
Uie march of such a body : hence, any inconvenience it 
may canae to gentlemen of the yeomanry to put them on 
permanent duty, will be trivial to what they would suffer if 
the ChartiBts gel under arms. Therefore, in whatever light 
the project is viewed, whether as means of prevention or of 
bat, it is my decided opinion the yeomanry ought to be 
upon permanent duty, and that tlie disposable regi- 
shoutd be called from Ireland without delay. 
I shall, with Lord John's approbation, call ont the York- 
Uufisara and order them to Leeds ; and I have written 
Sir Hew Boss to call out the Westmoreland Yeomanry, 
an onned meeting take place near Carhsle, which he 
expects. The cidling out of these corps may possibly give 
to the country' gentlemen a reliance on their own strength, 
in which feeling they seem to me, erroneously perhaps, greatly 
d«Gd«nl, espeoiaily the magistrates. They ouglit to b<' 
aasnred that tins is not a time for either disunion among 
ihcnsvlves, or apnthy. These gentlemen trust more to the 
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protection received from the regular soldiers than is eil 
becoming or safe ; for there is a widely- spread spirit of 
mischief, and it must he opposed by a widely-spread spirit 
of loyally and self-defence. The regular forces cannot be 
evervwhere ; if thfit were tried they wonld soon be nowhere, 
and already attempts to tamper with their loyalty are being 
made : this is a natural result from billets, and having troops 
from Ireland my wish is for Irish rather than Scotch, and 
Scotch rather than English. I am indeed very anxious for 
hiring barracks at any cost from what I hear uf the attempis 
to seduce the soldiers ; yet without reason I'or thinking eril 
Itas yet been effected, though that Is hard to determine. 
The resignation of ministers is fearful. 

" Lord Fitzroy, May 1 0th. — There may he, and there 
not be a general insurrection ; but the people menace 
use of the pike and fire in all directions, which is perfeod^ 
pritc ti cable : therefore I distinctly assert that ibe general 
here should have power to go from town to town without 
check as to espence ; and to hire buildings calculated for the 
safety of each post. To do this cheaply he should have an 
active engineer ofQcer with him, and where detachments are 
demanded by the magistrates the town should pay the cost; 
but if it be a post chosen by government the public should 
be at the charge. If this is not done the detachments moK 
be largely reinforced, without much security gained, for I^M 
more numerous the billets the greater the chances of ^| 
soldiers being seduced. "^1 

"The Under-Secretary, May llth. Extracts. — I iim 
sorry Lord John doubts the expediency of calling out the 
yeomanry. There are no doubts on my mind ; it is the best 
way to meet either a local or general rising ; and as cavalry 
need drilling, it will be good to get them rapidly under 
arms. Tbis will oppose a front to the disaffected, man 
man, and better armed. This morning I hear the Chi 
have told off thirty men to fall on each soldier. But I 
also heard of a society amongst the labourers for 
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1 oilier when out of work, where a fine is inflicted on auy 
who speaks about Chartism. Great good has been done 
!ie proclAiuadon : everything ia good that streogChena 
the fainl and weak-hearted, which calling out the yeomanry 
will du. 

" Lord Fiizroy, May ISih. — With respect to artillery ray 

opinion is formed on tlie only ground ftviiilable now, publir 

rumour. The ChanistB assert that more than a million will 

assemble to march on London and demand the charter. Ail 

are to be armed but to do no injury unless attacked ; yet, if 

allocked they will devastate so many square miles of country 

in revenge. Such a wild project would render a collision 

with the troops inevitabie, and to meet it my idea is, tliat at 

NolliDghom, which su f tu- as I can judge is free from Chari- 

ism, it would be good to assemble cavalry, artillery, and 

inlimtTy, to enable the general to move at once on Sheffield 

or Buxton, lo keep tbo communication open with Werayss, 

ready to march to his aid or to draw him up, and so act on 

the flank and rear of the multitude. Now with fifty dragoons 

nothing could he done against such a mass, but with added 

iiiltuitry and artillery much could be done; especially in 

Derbyshire, which is fiill of strong positions where, with 

artillery, large bodies might be arrested. Through Derbyshire 

chief part of the Chartists would move, and tlieit con- 

ition call their numbers two hundred and fifty thousand ; 

ntrth of tlie number would destroy the country. 

"The same, 13th. — Just returned from a meeting of 

Igistmtes, assembled at my request, to arrange acLJug ll^ 

ich as possible in concert. After three hours' consultn- 

!, the impression on my mind is tliat those gentlemen do 

t expect an outbreak, yet they think it can only he pre- 

kited by the exhibition of military force at the different 

wmts of danger. Some were for withdrawing the civil 

power nliopetlier as inetticient; this I strongly opposed, bm 

liave consented to furnish troops for Leigh, Bury and Asli- 

^■b, if good barracks arc provided. 

■ 
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" Under-Seerelary, May I4tli. — Met tirenty magiBtrani^ 
Mr. Forater was ici the chair and managed ihe meeting with 
great tact : ho seems a very able man, and brought them to 
an intended consistency of action, but that is not much to 
be depended on. The impression on my mind is thai lliere 
will be a great assembly next week, but not with hostile in- 
tentions : howeivor, so many fiery spirits ond bad men will 
be there that it is impossible to say what will lake place. If 
not interfered with the anger will probably eraporaie in 
harangues and seditious language ; for O'Connor and others 
gain such sums by the present state of tilings tliat they 
must wish it to continue, and will seek to put off on outbreak. 
which would kill the gooso that lays the golden eggs. More- 
over the people ore tired of the physical -force party, and if 
magistrates and armed associations would bat give them 
courage they would reject the violent Chartists: numbers now 
only join because a refusal would make them marked men. 

" Lord de Grey, May 15th. — I have to thank your lord- 
ship for your obhging and excellent letter of the 6ih inst. 
relative to the yeomanry. It is of the greatest use to me, 
as giving a clear general view of the nat^ire feelings and 
duties of yeomanry, which ywill serve to correct my own con- 
duct, should the more rigid military babils of the old soldier 
incline me to draw too largely on the exertions of the load 
force : an error easily fallen into. As yet however. I hxtt 
only called for the services of two corps, one but for a dajt 
the otlier to be in a great measure determined by the mngia- 
trates. In the late slight contest at the potteries the yeo- 
manry were of tlie greatest service, and I am sure tiiey will 
always prove so. Had the Chartists not been met by the 
yeomanry their attack would have been on ilio soldiers, and 
a deadly fire would probably have been the conseijuence. I 
am endeavouring to spirit the civil power hero to more 
activity, for I finil a lamentable desire to bring the sol- 
diers and peopio at once in contact, as if no civil power 
existed ! 
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" Lord Fitzroy Somerset, May ] 7lb. — This raomiuj; n 
letter from ihe conomrtoding officer at Roclidale tells me, iif 
liAS been iuformed by a respectable iiilialtitant, tliiit at Bum- 
ley B gallery bas been ron out from a coal-pit to the officers' 
barrack ; that great qiiantitiea of gunpowder have been iu- 
troduced into Burnley, and it is intended to blow up the 
barrack, I despatched Colonel Wemysa to examine the in- 
former and take Buch steps as may be necessary. This 
morning also Colonel Wcmyss got an anonymous letter, 
apparently from a soldier, worded in terms rather respecttul. 
considering that its contents were to say — ' be and hia com- 
rades were resolved to make common cause with the people ; 
that they are the first to suffer by tbe new poor law when 
discharged, and that they will not fire on their countrymen.' 
There ie some reason to suspect it came from the SOtti 
fiegimeut, as Colonel Wemyss tells me they have among 
tbeGQ many men recruited from Manchester and its vicinit\ . 
Yesterday a deputation of Chartists came to the town-bull 
when Wemyss happened to be there, and their leader told 
him ibe quarter of the town which he represented, thougb 
ooiwdered by Wemyss and tbe magistrates as quiel and 
well disposed, is extensively armt^ and the people confident 
in their power to heat the troops. He said that his wish, 
and that of the other Chartist leaders, was to avoid violence 
I every way, but tliey would assemble half a milUon of 
iple coxt week. These tilings do not alter my opinion 
I we shall have a quiet week. 
"Sir C. O'UonneU, May Itfib. Extract. — Tell Sir 
Thomas White how confident I feel iu his yeomanry: it 
vould be impertinent to thank him or tbem, as their conduft 
^■Miiugs from motives of patriotism, but I may be permitud 
^Ha express my approbation of their soldier-like conduct. I 
^Hbpn they will not be too ardent, but keep cool and patient, 
^^HooUeciliig that the people arc misledj not bad, I mean the 

^^^^ U odor- Secretary. May lOtb. — Applications have poureil 
in from Bradford, Dewsbury, Bamsley. UuddcrsGeld, Ath- 
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toD-uiidar-LTiie, Bmr, Preston and Conglelaii, all pnmng 
for troops, end troops I csnnot gire. At Burr H is possibk 
that ther will find a good barrack at tbe expcnce of tbe 
magistrates^ and if so they can hare a strong detachment. 
Lord Whamcliffe was here last night: he is gone to 
BamsloT. and tdls me he will answer fiir all that district 
with his Teomen. 

** The state of the magistracr of this town is, I oondnde, 
known to Lord John better than it is to me; hot it appears 
totally nnfit to deal with a meeting like that advertised far 
Saturday. The boronghreere and mayor are mote hostile to 
each other than can be described, between them there is no 
concert : nothing is apparently prepared, and, if I am rightly 
informed, they would not onite though Manchester were in 
flames. As a stranger I am no authority for this ; but if 
half of what I hear from no ordinary authority be true, 
the state of this town is yery unfortunate and Tery dan- 
gerous. I intend to attempt reconciling them, if but for 
one day. 

*' I have foil instructions fipom tbe mayor how to proceed 
in celebrating her Maje^'s birthday, but none how to serve 
her when 300,000 men are, next day, to assemble with the 
cap of liberty for their standard ! I do not fear the inten- 
tions of the leading Chartists at this meeting, because my 
belief is they wish to make it respect the laws, though met 
for their eventual subversion ; but I do fear the dissensions 
of the magistrates, and the accidents which may happen in 
80 large a meeting : we are not prepared. All that can be 
done by zeal and ability will be done by Messrs. Foster and 
Meade, but the occasion demands the whole force of the 
magistrates united, which I will endeavour to obtain, though 
without hope of success. Having had secret information 
since last writing, I am still of opinion next week will pass 
without collision ; but my informant positively asserts that 
the moment the Chartist petition is rejected fires will begin. 
I understand six hundred men are to attend the Nottingham 
meeting, all well armed. 
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"To Lord Fiuroy Somereet. — I believe these great lueet- 
ings do not iot^nd lo break tbe pence. What we Lave most 
Ui fear in Miiocbester is the city war. wliich is going on 
fiercely. Tbe borougbreeve and constables are against the 
mayor and corporation; nothing cim reconcile them, and 
they will not make any preparation for the great meeting 
be' held on Saturday. All this puts the safety of this 
town in jeopardy ; neither side will act, bo that if 
breach of the peace occurs, instead of two thousand con- 
ttables able to seize alTenders, or if that be not enough, four 
thonsaDd, they will have none ! They must do their work 
their own way. I have told them I cannot let the soldiers 
come in contact with such enormous masses of men, thou- 
sands of whom will be armed, unless some great danger be 
ipparent and the safety of tbe town at stake. Tho races 
ine attract full fifty thousand, and we shall have races 

Chartists together. 
" Under-Secretary. — No chance of bringing the mayor 
ind horoughreeve together, but the last has prepared five 
llDndifld constables, which, though not enough, is some- 
the meeting will no doubt pass off quietly. The 
ibly at Preston was rather a failure, but orderly. At 
lUon-in-Asbfield, near Nottingham, tbey have prepared a 
ilily of caltrops, or crowsfeet, to lame the cavalry, and 
tbe ineetiug there has been niuned for to-morrow; it will 
probably pass like tbe rest. They all seem to consider the 
lOheetcr one on Kersall Moor to be tiie great affair. I 
Qt imeaey, but there seems no doubt that the meet- 
ill be immense, and I have entreated tbe borough- 
not to interfere with flags. The plan for blowing up 
barrack at Burnley is certainly going on, but we have 
jpei been able to trace tho gallery lo its full extent. The 
iry Bleps are taken to prevent mischief, and yet conceal 
iH miners that their diabolical project is discovered, eo 

t them commit themselves, 1 o'clock. I met the 

with severid other magistrates. Wc shall have a 
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quiet meeting, and they are about to issue a proclamation 
to caution the people. An infamous proclamation by the 
Oldham agitators, quite worthy of the reign of terror, will 
probably be sent to you by Mr. Foster. 

" The Master-General of Ordnance. — I should be glad to 
have Lieutenant-Colonel Campbell, 98th Regiment, to com- 
mand at Newcastle, but on the first change of regim^ts he 
would go, and a new man command, possibly at a ticklish 
moment, as has actually happened. If you could send me 
an old lieutenant-colonel of artillery, not likely to be super- 
seded, he would be the man ; I do not mean an old woman, 
but even that would be better than change. I am easy 
about insurrection now. For a fortnight it looked bad, but 
the move of troops, the arrival of regiments from Ireland, 
the guns rockets and rifles, appearing at Nottingham alto- 
gether, gave so strong an idea of preparation, that the Chart- 
ist leaders begun evidently to funk. They saw they would 
be obliged to lead their pikemen in the field, and knowing 
Demosthenes did not like fighting, they, as orators, think it 
not derogatory to follow his example. They now preach to 
their poor followers not to come armed : a curious doctrine 
from those who a month ago preached only physical force. 
But though thoy have wisely given up this, and though I 
am sure, if we get over our great meeting here on Saturday, 
wo shall have no open fight, still, believe me, we shall not 
bo quiet. There is a deep feeling of discontent and grest 
distress in tlie country, unaltered by the fears of those who 
exhorted tliem to arms. 

" Lord Fitzroy. — Major Rivers found at Burnley such a 
multitude of galleries, and so low and dark he could make 
notliing of them ; but he and the commanding officer and 
the barrack master have taken measures for a close observa- 
tion of who goos into the mine, and what they are at Major 
It i vers asoertoiuiMl that no powder had been taken into tiie 
mine, nor had any gallery reached the barracks; and my 
informant says it is quite safe as yet. The barrack master s 
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fionse would be in Uie midst of it, and he is they say a 
ttiiurp fellow wlio knows all the people about; he can see 
tJie mouth of the pit from his windows, and is, with tlie 
commanding officer, so much interested that I feel safe in 
their hands : when they cry danger, a deep trench will be cnl 
outside Bnd the gnllery discovered. 

'* CTuder-Secretary, May 25th. — I am just about to mount 

r Kersall Moor, to haye a look nt the meeting and see their 

mper. One wing of the lOth came by a morning train 

Mterday ; the other by an evening train, which made every- 

»dy suppose two regiments had arrived. We made also a 

jnt rfiow on the a3rd, and it is generally thought wa had 

a 3,000 men under arms : we had not 1 ,000 ! The civil 

B hero is quite iniidcquate. What are five hundred con- 

Ribi» and spooials in a town which would turn out fifty 

msBild people to see a dog-fight? Manchester should 

na a well-orj^anized pohoe of at least a thousand men. 

" Sir Hew Hoas. — I attended the meeting yesterday in 

enlonred clothes, and will wager, that if thirty thousand 

were hanged none would have been left alive! Certainly 

twenty-five thousand very innocent people, and ten thousand 

women and children, would have been murdered! The 

remainder might have been CharUsls, expressing orderly, 

..iagal political opinions, pretty much — don't tell this! 

r like my own ! If there were five hundred regulai' 

icaia wanting bloodshed and pillage it would be the 

teide i fifty dragoons would have routed all that came 

V fight Yet I know there were armed men among them, 

would quickly have got up a row if the imposing force 

k the barracks had not spread an alarm more powerful than 

dr exhortatiims. Many a man will join a row that will 

and mnuy a man would begin one when he 

B no force arrayed against him, who would never attempt 

^if he sees there must be a fight. The govenimeut should 

red to consider the charter in parliament, and lo 

Ihe good-will of the people or lake measures for 
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disanning them : there is no wisdom in letting complaints 
be rejected and pikes made. 

" Under-Secretarr, Max :»>i.— The Sntton-in-Ashfield 
meetings passed qoietlj. ^Ir. Irwin dispersed them in the 
first instance, bnt ther immediatelr assembled elsewhere in 
doable n ambers: was this gentleman's conduct pradent? 
I am not aware that any other magistrate acted in a^ similar 
manner, bat I suppose he had some strong motive. Lord 
John BasseU could not feel more satisfaction than I did at 
the meeting here passing over so quietly: a bird escaped 
from a cage must have the sort of feeling I have now." 

Neither his letters nor his journal take notice of two 
secret measures to hring the Chartist leaders to reason 
on this occasion: but the omission has heea supplied 
by Mr. Bingham—a gentleman whose efforts to senre the 
public and prevent bloodshed were most laudable. He pro- 
cured a secret introduction to a conclave of Chartist leaders, 
and thus relates the result. " When introduced he addressed 
them in these words, * I understand you are to have a great 
meeting on Eersall Moor, with a view to laying your griev- 
ances before parliament : you are quite right to do so, and I 
will take care that neither soldier nor policeman shall be 
within sight to disturb you. But meet peaceably, for if 
there is the least disturbance I shall be amongst yon and 
at the sacrifice of my life, if necessary, do my duty. Now 
go and |do yours!' This firmness and decision prevented 
any disturbance." 

The other measure was more subtle. Having ascertained 
that the great body of the Chartists had an absurd confidence 
in five brass cannon which they had concealed, he secretly 
invited an influential leader, of whose good sense he had 
formed a favourable opinion, to come to the barrack at a 
given time, when the royal gunners were prepared to handle 
their pieces as in action, taking the carriages to pieces and 
remounting &c. This proof of the superiority with which 
the royal guns would be worked in a fight convinced the 
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list witness, and his report hod a powerful effect. 
L having now shewn how the general dealt with the 
thoHlies, hia private letters and journals hheU exhibit 
i honesty of his ciiaractcr. 

" Col, W. Napier, June 8rd. — Our great meeting passed 
f quietly. There was a very general feeling amongst the 
wtables that we should come to blows ; and a fervent 
nope tfiat the soldiers would make an example. Wemyss 
justly said there was as sanguinary n disposition as could 
well be among the civilians. I adopted several tests to 
Bscertaiii numbers, and certainly, including women and 
childi^n, they were under thirty thousand; this is worth 
reoording as a testimony against the Chartist assertion that 
! were half a million. Mr. Bingham told me to-day 
. the pregence of troops had prevented a row ; that 
wtor Taylor came from OJasgow expressly to lead them ; 
that they consulted and decided we were too strong : more- 
orer that they had, and still have five pieces of brass 
cumon concealed. How i'ar his information is good I 
cannot say; but the 10th Regiment having been suddenly 
brought up by railroad from Liverpool certainly upset their 
calculations of our strength. I also pui!zlod them by the 
march of a strong troop of dragoons from an out village 
the morning of the meeting: they thought it might be the 
^^jdvanced guard of a lai^er force. 

^H|" Journal, 6th June. — Too busy to keep my journal for 

^^nnoDth. From the lOtli of May my time lias been con- 

^^fcmtly employed, and the various reports which came in 

from all quarters, to the effect that the intended meeting 

mid decide the fate of tbe country, were harassing. All 

} best informed of the rich people, and tlie magistrates, 

ted that this district could easily turn out three bun- 

I thousand people on Eorsall Moor; and the Chartist 

ipspcrs asserted that they would turn out five hundred 

ind. I did not believe this, but secretly thought one 

1 thousand might be assembled: — quite enough to 
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render my poailjon very dangerous. My two thousand 
and four guns were indeed eDoiigh, if well handled. l)ut not 
enouf^h to afford miBtokes, I had been long out of practice 
myaeii', my troops had been but lately brought togt'lher, 
were all young soldiers, and not n dozen of the officers Lad 
ever seen n shot fired : all this was awkward. But allowing 
that no error occurred, what a slaughter ! Good God what 
woik ! to send grape-shot from four guns iuto a helpless 
mass of fellow- citizens ; sweeping the streets with fire and 
charging with cavalry, destroying poor people whose only 
crime is that they have been ill-governed, and reduced lo 
such strnits that they seek redress by arms, ignorant tbat uf 
all ways that is llie most certain to increase tbe evils they 
complain of. 

" On one side we have ai) ill-used people anffering want, 
and thinking, justly, that if they had their rights the want 
would be relieved. But how arc those rights to be gained ? 
By changing our government into a republic say tbe vaga- 
bonds who want power, and do not want to see their coun- 
trymen fed; who like Daniel O'Connell delight in seeing 
them poor and miserable, as a means of continuing their 
own popularity and power: keep the people aggrieved and 
WG will keep power by declaiming against those grievances. 
On the otiier liand, what do the Whigs and Tories do? 
Madly refuse the people's rights, thereby convincing them 
the democrats speak truly, and that aristocracy will yield 
nothing ; that the people aro lost if they trust to uiiytliing 
hut arms. Madness on both sides. One seeking right in 
a wrong way, the other wrong in a wrong way, Hence 
not only slaughter might have occurred, but the example 
of one rising might be followed throughout England ; for 
tlie agitation is so gencnU no one can tell the effect of a 
single shot: all depended upon avoiding collision. I mot 
the magistrates every week and impressed on ihcm lo the 
utmost of my power the necessity of not attacking iho 
people, of letting them, meet, and speak also, as they 
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> perfect right to do. That if any orator excited them to 
overt nets of treason, buroing, murder, he should be nrreattd 
■fter the crowd dispersed ; that if any went armed we could 
seiie them hs being armed. Otherwise to let the people 
aloae. In all this Mr, Foster agreed with me, and this line 
we parsaed. 

" The redoubted 20lh of May came and not three hun- 
drud thouaand hut thirty thousand nsBembled. At this 
meeting Wemysa addressed a few of the people in high 
Tory oratory, and argued with a drunken old pensioner, 
ticrcely Radical and devihsh sharp ; in ten minutes an 
ejghth of Uie whole crowd collected round Wemysa aud 
cheered liim ! These certainly were not Chartists. Some 
dnys before this I liad a meeting with a gentleman, intimate 
with the Chartist leaders if not one himself, and begged him 
to shew them how impossible it would be to feed and move 
three hundred thousand men ; that armed, starving, nud 
interspersed with villains they must commit horrid excesses; 
I would never allow them to charge me wiili their 
' even march ten miles without mauling iliem with 
and musquetry, and charging them with cavalry 
vben they dispersed to seek food : finally that the country 
iroald rise on tbem and they would be destroyed in three 
days I 

" He said peace had put us out of practice, and we eould 
not USB our artillery ; hut he was soon convinced that was 
flODsense, and reported my observations to the tenders. I 
tiered him no abuse, said many Chartists who acted on 
|i|nnciple were lo be honoured, others to be pitied as acting 
from ignorance, aud certain to bitterly repent when they 
saw tho terriblu mischief that would ensue. Tiiis I believe 
liad a good effect, and saying only what in my conviction 
■as true it is proboble I spoke well, for he seemed struck 
with tlio evils poiuted out as inevitably attending even a dis- 
ciplined army. At all events my meaning was good, urged 
ky my dread of the havoc impending, for every one believed 
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tiiat three hundred thousand men would assemble. 
force in one mass had never met my eyes, and I was re- 
solved not to let them come near me, but to fight with my 
guns, keeping cavalry on their flanks to prevent small 
parties foraging. 

" How small accidents afTect men's minds and decide 
events. The lat Dragoons and lOlh Foot came from Ire- 
land with the 79th, hut the last being in kilts t«rrifii-d the 
Chartists more than a brigade of other troops. Again, Not 
being sure if the first outbreak would not be at Birming- 
ham, where the mulclbers are bolder than the weavers, the 
10th were kept at Liverpool as u resen-e. Binningbam was 
quiet and the lOth came to Manchester by wings, one with 
the band, the other marching with drums and fifes: bo I had 
ordered. The Chartists thought two regiments had joined, 
and Mr. B— — says this supposed increase of force decided 
them not to attack : thus the kilt, which was no force at all; 
and tjje division of the 10th, which was weakness, con- 
tributed largely to our security. 

" Under-Secretary. June. — By the accompanying letters 
you will perceive that the Wakefield magistrates, besides 
cailiog out the troops, whicti they have a right to do, appear 
to liave detained those troops when no riot existed, hut ap- 
parently for the purpose of using them as constables to 
arrest persona guilty of disorderly conduct. They also as- 
sumed a right to give such directjons aa to the stationing of 
soldiers as ' may appear necessary.' Am I correct in sup- 
posing that exceeds their just authority? II' so, I hope 
Lord John Itussell will explain this to them. If not, I am 
relieved from the great responsibility which circurastiuices 
may in future give rise to : it will attocli to the magistrates. 
A quarrel amongst railroad labourers was not an occasion 
for demanding the aid of troops. It is surely not good 
to call out troops on every trifling occasion, and thus throw 
the constable's staff into the shade, as if martial law eidsied. 
At Bury and Hyde the call for troops was fully justified, oad 
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prnmpUy responded lo ; it was also promplly responded to 
at Wakefield ; but I am inclined to believe Lord John will 
concur iu my opinion, that neither the demand for, nor the 
detention of the troops at Wakefield was necessary. 

"Sir Hew Rosa, Jime. — I cannot conceive how our ac- 
ronals of barrack accommodation differ. But this, and other 
difficulties and irregularities, proceed from the monstrous 
absurdity of giving the array half a dozen heads inalead of 
one. The Ordnance alter your barracks, yet I know nothing 
of it, beeanse we belong to separate armies: — one com- 
manded by the Master- General of the Ordnance, the other 
by the Master-General of tlie Infantry and Cavalry. Then 
comes a third: — the Master- General of Finance. Last, not 
least, the Master- General of the Home Office, more potent 
thnn all. Besides these, you and I have our little master- 
generals called magistrates. God help the poor English 
anny among so many cooks. Were it broth, it would have 
been spoiled long ago," 

The Crimean miseries arise like spectres to confirm this 
piuphecy ! 
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When these troubles were rendered innocnous by the dex- 
terous management recorded in the preceding pages, the 
government. Ministers, Horse Guards and magistracy alike, 
became scornful of what had passed, treating the discontent 
as a momentary ebullition of a contemptible class : to them 
cessation of danger seemed the natural course, and they 
gave no credit to the man who had stopped the mischief. 
But had an officer of less talent and activity been in com- 
mand ; one less resolute to check the pernicious system of 
spreading the military in small detachments ; or one of more 
violence and less humanity, a dreadful outbreak would pro- 
bably have occurred, it might be a successful one : certainly 
it would have been devastating and sanguinary, and its re- 
pression would have rent Englishmen's affections from re- 
presentative government in favour of republicanism. 

Sir Charles Napier, seeing very clearly that the dis- 
content would again gather head, strived to impress that 
truth on the authorities, yet in vain, until fresh commotion 
drew forth the same course of error, to be remedied by the 
same vigilance. Yet so little was he, or the crisis, under- 
stood, that we shall find his cautious perceptions of danger 
and judicious preparation, treated as conscious inability for 
command, and the gross insult offered of proposing advisers, 
and employing supervisors to prop up his weakness ! Now, 
having averted evil at Manchester, he returned to Not- 
tingham, and from thence watched all points with great 
solicitude, while he executed the ordinary military duties, 
involving an oppressive correspondence and frequent inspec- 
tion journeys, one of which is thus noted. 
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"Journal, June lUtb. — Having visited the quarters of tbe 
different regiments, I found those of Rochdiile, Todmorden, 
Blackburoe. Bolton-Ie-Moor nikd Wigan infamous. Is it 
not strange timl now, when all depends upon tlie troops, 
government makes lliem uncomfortable and discontented 
both as to quarters and food, for they complain of having 
too little to eul; and thia in the middle of disaffection, and 
wlien every effort is being made to corrupt them. Tbeir 
barracks are absolutely disgusting: moreover they are in 
the highest degree dangerous; for the Chartists may place 
marksmen lit windows eommaoding egress from the barracks, 
and eettiiig lire to the last shoot the soldiers as they attempt 
toibrm. It is in vain to remonstrate, the of!iciuls are so 
toncfay and jealous as to be quite childish, and when 
children are so powerful it is best to let them alone. Never- 
tiidess, cautiously it must be attempted for the soldiers' sake. 
Ixird Hill wishes this, hut he is so beset by the civil offices 
That he cannot act freely; and he is too noble a fellow for 
me to encrease his difficulties by want of patience; Lord 
I Jtzroy is the same: they cannot do as they wish or tlie 
•nldiers would bo well lodged, 

" LancHsiAr delighted nie, so far as a flying visit enabled 
riip to judge. Westmoreland and its lakes were delightful. 
Tiie beauty of all that scenery is great. Those gems of 
bdght waters in their rude mountain setting, bursting on 
"oe's sight in fresh changing forms with all their lights and 
i>)iadows, tbeir mists and showers, exhilarate the spirits and 
^ve n calmness and happiness to the aching mind which 
seems like the peace of Heaven, still lingering on earth 
tliough driven from the nsunl haunts of man. My mind 
wants peace and iiuiel. I could live on the hanks of one of 
iliose lakes and I'eel happy, I always am so when calm 
'''.oery and oalm people are around me ; hut my lot is cnst 
;j trouble, or ratJier it has been so chosen. Nothing 

ippcns to man that is irksome hut what he has himself 
■ ■■ -■■n ; :ili may be traced to his own folly : and yet, who 
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innde us foolish 1 Let tliat pass, suflGce it that we are to, 
unless we take the ooly course that is iefl. for wisdom : lake 
tilings as they are oud make tlie best of them ; there is so 
real wisdom hut that. 

" Saw merry Carlisle. The old castle has been spoiled by 
foolish people, hut that is no great matter. Nawonh is the 
fortress of belted Will Howard, and a snu^ berth he bad. 
His bed, his books, his reading <lesk, are all there, nearly as 
he left them when he was called to be judged as h« had 
judged. Perhaps with more mercy, as with more wisdom, 
though probably be only hanged lellows who were much 
better banged than unhanged: at least their neigbhoura were 
better for their banging. The belted man had however only 
to deal with wild border hordes : Hew Ross, who is as good 
a soldier as be, has to guard against men whose object is to 
gain theif just rights, and are only wrong because they cast 
away their real strength — that of reason. 

" From Carlisle by Newcastle and Sunderland to Tork, 
far-famed York and its cathedral. How many hypocriles 
have entered there to preach and blaspheme and oppress the 
poor ; it almost makes me wish the huruiug had been com- 
plete : but it is so pretty 1 What a magnificent pile ! I 
would like to live near it, to go in and pray and be calm if 
but for an hour. Yet it is Dot God's palace I The border 
of the lake, the top of the mountain: — there! there is 
calmness, there is God's temple! There He may be wor- 
sbipped, there one can bve in peace and die fearlessly, tbe 
soul uuruffleil I My command is great. No, not command: 
responsibihty, great and irksome, but no power. I see 
wrung and dare not put it right, and that is called com- 
mand. There is nothing to flatter ambition, absolutely no- 
thing ; it is indeed better than a miserable lodging iu Bath 
or Dublin, but it is not so good as tbe heaUhy and mors 
noble one of a country life. 

'• Under-Secretary. Nottingham, June 20tli. — O'Cd 
was here yesterday. His audience amounted to abotd 
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thdosnud sufBciently entliusiaaUc, but most of tliem dis- 
pereed when be had done speaking, disregarding olber ora- 
U.ITS. EvervLbinst was orderly and quiet, I find there are 
meeliiigs held on Bulwell Oomraon every Sunday, three 
limes ft day. At these meeting Stevens' political sermona 
are read : the demand fur subscriptions bus made many hang 
back, but has not changed their opinions. 

"Lord Fitzroy, July 2nd.— I find a soldier of Uie Rifles 

attends all the meetings here ; he is said to be a man of 

B chosen man, and remarkable for having no com- 

e and keeping aloof from the other men. I think the 

I- to deal with a man of this kind is to n^nson with 

I and advise him, shewing the impropriety of a soldier 

[ to such meetiogs, with which he may be placed in 

□ at any moinent. I think such a man may be made 

il soldier of by fair words and reasoning. A mill was 

i near Manchester, bnt the people here have changed 

e : instead of pikes and physical -force leclures, they 

it a religious question and have political sermons." 

I Mitcbel of the next letter, a colonel and author, 

ht Napoleon no general, and was intent to prove that 

jqaets and bayonets were inferior to swords for war. 

ea Napier adduced in opposition a letter from General 

I describing the inferiority of the sword at Cullodcu, 

t the colonel trvnted this authority with as much con- 

Dpt OS he did Napoleon's military gtnius. 

" Colonel W. Napier, June 2flth. — I got your letter about 

Eitcbel just when setting off to be invested with the red 

in, for which they gave Die twenty-four boars' leave ; 

1 ill could that time even bo spared from the half-yearly 

■pertioDS, for the piles of reports returns and hooka of 

1 kinds now required are endless. It is impossible fnr a 

I to do all that is reiiuin^d, and I conclude most of 

1 do very little. If Napoleon, Alo.<cander, and Cffisar 

? one man be could not fill up one inspection return 

" ■, examining everj'ihing he signs, and I have eleven. 
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Do not speak of this for they are abeurdJy touchy ; 
never did you see nnytliiog bo exceediDgly ridiculous oa 
priuifid questions of iheee balf-yearly inspection 
Is tlio surgeon fully qualified to fulfil his medical dutii 
Upon the answer the mnn'a charncter is to hang I Are 
beards of tbe ofScers nou-coramissiooL'd officers ftnd 
viites, cut according to regulation? Does tlie parson preftdl 
a good sermon ? &u. Was there ever such aiiliness ? 

"No time to answer Mitchel. Ho takes Home's and 
other accounts of the relative nurahers at CuUoden, and 
rejects Wolfe's; he assumes iliat Home iu better authority 
because he served in the rebel ranks; Wolfe who was t 
captain on the other side is no authority 1 With tid 
to reply I will, meanwhile, to use your words, X^et .l^H 
gnaw the Wolfe's bone, '^ 

" Every one, including Lord Hill, Lord John and Loid 
Fitzroy, thinks the political storm has blown over, they 
will in time find it is not. The poverty is great, the dis- 
content great, the hope from changes great ; tlie 
quiet results from the summer work, the demand mftdl 
the convention for money, and the foar caosed by 
assembly of troops at the points where the leaders de- 
signed to begin tlicir operations. The goveromenl is 
diminishing the troops, and summer will pass quietly ; 
in winter the troops must he again collected, and Kgaini 
may slip quietly tlirough : but is this governing a cotml 
You and I know the remedy, but were we to tell thera, 
only question in their minds would be whether Bedlam or 
Newgate waa the place for me. I have however nothing U) 
complain of, beeause, tlianks to chance, things have gone 
smoothly ; because the hour of trial has not arrived, and 
they mistake expedients and palliatives for remedies. At 
times I am tempted to give up; not from ill-temper for 
nothing can exceed the flattering kindness with which I am 
treated, but because the real state of the country is known 
to me without the power of doing real good. 
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^^■t" I Iiftte the poor Ia\T, but it is not a cause of tlie mischief 

^^Bkeelf. it ia outy a train to fire tlie luine: the evils produced 
^l^the tonnufiicturing system and the deht nre attributed by 
the people l« the new poor law, which aggravates instead of 
assoaging ilieir feelings, ns the old poor law did. Well, if 
"^9 are resolved to sacrifice everything to the cotton lords, 
"L establish the principle of turning an agricultural into 
mse population of men, women and children, without 
ds orbeallh; a population starving one week, earning 
shilliDgs the next, of nliich, irom the corruption in 
J they are bred, and in wliich they breed, they do not 
B a penny ; if, when these dense masses starve by the ri:^e 
ba iorthing per pound in cotton we still go on as hitherto, 
b us prepare for keeping the operatives down by force, 
ing barracks like fortresses, holding military posses- 
i of the country, ostablishing a paid magistracy, and 
sing the force with more troops, or a rural police. 
I Deitber remove real evils nor prepare for their effects, 
jbat does onr present distress arise from in Lancashire? 
I oolion lords work us little raw colton ex poBSible, 
190 they want to compel the Yankees to lower its 
; tbey know Jonathan wants money and must sell : 
B K trittl of alrcngth between English and Yankee cotton 
S to make ttic Yankee come down a halfpenny, and the 
r Blarve thousands of wretches whose heiilih and morals 
f hBTe ruined, or rather never allowed them to have. 
•JoamBl, July 1st. — In June I ran up to town to be 
estcd. The showy brilhancy of die court has somc- 
; Tcry childish and trifling. In the midst of em- 
idcry, gold lace, stars, ordurs, titles, and a crowd of 
iliers, I met many an old comrade of the Peninsular 
:: — worn, meagre, greyheaded, stooping old men, sink- 
ing fiist ! I too have one leg in the grave. When we bad 
:ii.u beai together we were young, active, full of high 
[lints, dork or auburn louks ! Now all are changed, all 
ii'E ^art-Dls. all full of curea. Well, the world ia chained 
D 2 
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hand to liand, for there were also young Soldiers there, ji 
Jedged. meet componiona for their young Queen : tliey too 
will grow old, but will they have the memory of btttilcs 
1 like us they hurry towards the grave 1 

" There was our pretty young Queen receiving our 
liumage, and our old shrivelled bodies and grey heads 
bowed berore her tlirone, intimating our resolution 
to stand by it as we had stood when it was less amiably 
filled ; I wonder what she thought of us old soldiers 1 We 
must have appeared to her like wild beasts, and I dare say 
she looked at us as she looks at the animals in the Zoological 
Garden, Lord Hill is old and has lost his leeili ; poor Sir 
John Jones looked like a ghost, and Sir Alexander Dicksoo 
is evidently breaking. Thinking how these men had directed 
tlie British thunders of war 1 saw that death was the master, 
the brilliance of the court vanished and the grim spectre 
stared me in the face: his empire is creeping over sU 
Ves! we are in the larder for worms, and apparently 
indifferent venison. 

"Under-Secretary, July lOth. — ^There was a consult 
among tlie Chartists in this neighbourhood when the 
mingham riots begun, and it was proposed to march at once 
to their assistance ; but after discussion it was voted that 
the troops would interrupt the march and the enterprize 
was abandoned : one hundred pistols are said to have been 
distributed. The causes of Chartism remain, and be assured 
tlie present apparent decline of it is not sound, the epii 
abroad and vigorous. 

"Lord Fitzroy, July 16th. — Rosa has sent lro< 
Durham, the colliery districts being disturbed. 
castle they are not quiet, neither are they at CarUsIe: 
and trom the latter place he had been obliged to send a 
detachment to Cockermouth. From Bolton-le-Muors I 
hear, that the manufacture of pikes bas increased, and 
Wemyss hears that three hundred stand of arms were 
introduced into Stockport during the lost week. 
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the agitation is strong everywhere, and at Sutton- in- Ash- 
field meelings are held nightly. 

" Under- Secretiiry, July 15th.^ — I henr the plan of the 
malcontents is [o rise in different parts where troops are 
not quartered, so bb to divide and harass them, and into this 
trap I fear the magistrates will readily fall. I said to you, 
and am sure of it, that the spirit of revolution is strong and 
increasing, but, as before, it wants leaders money and con- 

E: yet the latter is evidently on the increase. 
Colonel W. Napier, July. — I really hardly know what 
think obont writing to Lord Fitzroy us you advise, 
igh I have several times thought of doing so ; for of all 
tliose who seem to treat the people's feelings Lghtest he is 
the man. He seema to think it only a passing discontent, 
itnd he is so clever a fellow, and so good a fellow, that to 
owQ the truth he almost staggered me. He would have 
done so, bad not my opinion, formed long since, been con- 
firmed by all I see here. The Birmingham work lias shewn 
pratty clearly how we are ruled" — a great tumult had been 
caused there by the violence of the authorities. " I only 
know what the papers tell, for the troops there and at 
Weedon are not in my district; my hope was to have 
Wen sent there, not as hking it, but to have stopped the 
^HBchief by interfering witli ilie magistrates. 
^Bf* At Manchester I found the magistrates reasonable, 
^Kk several were for stopping the meeting by force, and 
^Bftld have done so with any encouragement ; but I swore, 
^H^iey attempted it uot a soldier should quit the barracks 
^H both constables' and magistrates' heads were broken. 
This was bravado, for I dare not refuse to obey their orders, 
but the two stipendiary megiBtrates were with me. 
" The London police should not bavo been sent down to 
piingbtuQ. Such h town should be able to hold its own 
^« magistrates are the right sort of fellows, and one thing 
s curious — if the people were armed, how came 
) escape ? Tlie leaders cry vengeance for the 
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sssaiilt made oq tliem. Welt, they were assaulted and those 
leadera were iliere in numbers, yet a liandfiil of police 
Qltocked them and escaped with three or four men wounded. 
My opinion also is, that the rural police, which Lord John 
said he is forming, will do no good in the long run ; il is 
good for me though, by placing a strong body between the 
fioldiers and the crowd ; a body whiuh, by wlmt we have seen 
at Birmingham, will nine limes out of len beat the mob : 
the police were anytliing but cowed, aiid with a few more 
corarudes would not have required any soldiers. However 
oDe cnnnot hear truth, and the whole thing onglit to be 
inquired into. The magistrates of my district are demand- 
ing troops. At Uarlisle, at Newcastle, at York, here, t 
everywhere, the steam is again on, and in this neighbonil 
and Manchester pretty strongly too. Will not this conn 
them in London that the thing is not over? My i 
from Manchester say pike-making is redoubled, yet 1 
will not believe ! Of what use is it to write? They tl 
to the soldiers ! but when a rising is put down in blood, 
what then? 

■' There are many Chartists among the Bifles ; one in por- 
ticular is an able fellow, but I have information of all he 
does and he is not a bad man. I told the Horse Guards 
this, and also that my notion was to speak to him rationally 
as man to man. and seek to convince him that n handful of 
people had no right to force their opinions upon a nation 
&c. The answer fi'om Lord I'itzroy was that he had spoken 
to Lord Uill and Lord John Russell, and Lord John thongbl 
it better not for fear of its getting into tlie papers : that it 
would be better to make one of my stafT speak to the U 
Now you may easily conceive young William being flflf 
in argument by nn expert Chartist; or O'Bonnell dd 
he indeed would be more easily confuted, as he never stn 
the subject and piques himself on never entering into poli-' 
tics. My wliolo success, or hopes of it, rested on my being 
known to hold the man's own opinions, and only di9eriD{ 
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to tlie meaus takcD lo give tliem effect: upon the peneriil 
himself ressomng wiih him; on my beiog an old rifieman, 
Tbiis I njighi stop the tnint. but if I do )L9 Lord John 
8d?is«t tbe man will gain a victory and he confirmed in his 
viewti. Interrupted by appliaationa for troops from Cooker- 
momh, Durham, and other places. One letter tells me the 
CbnnistB are advised not to collect in great bodies, but to 
humss llie soldiers by rising where there are no troops. The 
stir ia genera], and cettainly magistrates will be my bane: 
I begiu to know the look of one now as readily as one does 
an officer in plain clothes : tbey have a regular atilfing-for- 
tpops face ! This is a new adjective, a magistrate's adjective, 
ich is na hateful to me as ever was a French verb. 
" Dr. Hutchinson, nephew of the S2nd surgeon, attended 
li'here. I described your illness to him. He said it was 
tlie ball pressing upon some large nerve, or upon tbe back- 
bone, wliioh being cased with some nervous membrane tlirows 
^^|w akin into agonies that no one can have an idea of with- 
^^H feeling them. He lias published several cases of this 
^HKuk upon the ner^'ous system of the skin, arising from 
^^Btemiatic affections falling upon the membrane, or whatever 
it is. The same effeot would he says inev tably be produced 
br the bullet pressing so as to create infiammntion, and he 
has no doubt of the ball causing your ill-health. 

"I fear to write to Lord Fitzroy. A few days ago I 
merely aaid, thai I saw no way to meet the evil but, lo 
e ooocessions on one hand, and on the other to organize 
rODg constabulary, to stand between the troops and the 
His answer waa. ' Lord Hill desires me to point 
i your observation, and to suggest llial you avoid all 
B b&viug allusion to political questions ; and I am to 
if, without entering into the merits of the question, that it 
r lo Lord Kill, that neither he as commander in chief, 
f you as tbe major-general commanding the northern dis- 
t have anything to do with the matter; it is there- 
I tliat you should confine yourselves to what is 
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strictly your provinces as miliiory men. The positioo c 
officers is so pecutinr id responsible situiuions, and at the 
eamo time so iliSicuU, tliat it it> highly deairable we sbouU 
not add lo our embarrassmeots by travelling out of \ 
strict line of duty, either in line or id acdon.' 

" After this I have no more lo say. I gnve no adviee 
to wbut they ought to do, but merely said, as a fttct, that d 
content was so general I saw no other means to meet it with 
effect : aiid that la a confidential letter ! You see how fearful 
they are of looking facts in the face, or of involving them- 
selves in difficulty. Perhaps they are right: governed as 
the country is, if Lord Hill acted otherwise he would 
be at daggers with the ministry in a week. I have how- 
ever all along kept up a strong expression of my views, 
both to the Home Office and the Horse Guards. Eight 
detachments were recently ordered in five days, whereupon I 
wrote to the Home Office that I could not be answerable for 
accidents arising, either from attacks on small posts or the 
debauching of llie troops, or for discipline of regiments if 
tliis division of my force took place. The attempts to seduce 
the troops are incessant, in ray belief unsuccessfully, but the 
nicest management is necessary and is not used. 

" As to the police question, we must fight our battle with 
the people as we can, not deal wiiii them as we ought : but 
if this state of things continues the army will be debauched. 
I agree with Lord Jobu, that a local civil force may be more 
constitutional, but it will be inferior to an oi^anized body 
from London. 1". Because it will be ill manoged. 2". Be- 
cause it will act witli less impartiality. Soon will it be 
found that instead of advising me not to allude to politij 
questions it would be better to talte my advice. At 
the soldiers and mob joined tu thrash the police." 

His prognostication of renewed violence from discot 
was quickly realized. 

"Journal, July 20th. — The work of this distriot i 
much for one man. I ought to be at Maneboster, but D 
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nnder positive orders who can resolve to run up a chimney 1' 
Some duties are not to be done voluntarily, and to live in a 
chimney is one. Manchester is the chimney of the world. 
Eicli rascals, poor rogues, dmnkon ragamuffins and prosti- 
tutes, form the moral; soot made into paate by rain the 
physique, and the only view is a long chimney; what a 
place! The entrance to he!) realized! The alarm is now 
general again. I wrote to my brother WUliara that it would 
he so when all was quiet in June : ho wanted me to tell the 
high Bulboriliea all my views at once, but I did not; they 
would take iiuff, they are so timid. 

" Under-Secretary. — The spirit of democracy is strong, 
and increasing, and of a sanguinary collision there is great 
danger finally, though not now, the present excitement will 
subside: hitt for how long? It may be presumptuous to 
give an opinion, but my belief is that concession mnst be 
made to the people's feelings, or the eBtablishmeui of a 
sUting rural police hurried on. I would do hotli. thinking 
them absolutely necessary : if the poUce force be not quickly 
tDcreased we shall require troops from Ireland. 

" Lord Fitzroy, July. — The magistrates of this town " — 
Notts — " behave with great propriety and good sense. Along 
thfl eastern coast up to Newcastle all appears quiet, hut it is 
said to be in a dangerous state, and at CarHsle Ross Bays 
the people are ready to break out — the magistrates toll him 
SCI. In the demand for troops at Wigton, the Chartists are 
said to parade the streets with drum and fife, and fire guns : 
from thence down through Lancashire we have reports of 
oieetingB and agitations, no acts of violence, but arming 
goes on vigorously. With ell this my opinion is tliat 
ihv Chartist leaders wish to avoid a collision with tlie 

Colonel Wemyss. July 25th.— That the Chartists make 
a qaantity of cartridges is a stiff fact; but our noi 
faring U> seize them is a stiffer ! If the magistrates can 
prove seditious exhortaiiona to the people by any speaker 
n S 
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they ought to arrest him, bnt not in the midst of an 
assembly highly excited by his oratory ; they should follow 
him to his quarters and there arrest him : that is the light 
way to go to work. 

'• Under-Secretary. Condensed. July 24th. — All detach- 
ments should be composed of infantry and cavalry, none 
ought to be of less than two companies and a troop ; none 
should be in barracks situated amidst houses in the centre 
of a town, because fire applied to the houses would bum 
out the troops, who would probably be massacred while 
escaping the flames : the cavalry horses would inevitably be 
destroyed. Shut up among houses, even if not fired, 
soldiers could not profit firom discipline, and attempts to 
issue forth would generally be destruction, as the enemy, 
being prepared to prevent escape, would oppose barricades 
and have marksmen in the opposite houses. If a detach- 
ment remained shut up it would be useless as a protecting 
force, and its own danger great OflScers with small 
detachments are generally separated from their men, and in 
a night-attack would be killed while seeking to rejoin their 
soldiers. Small detachments are easily shut up and may be 
forced to surrender from hunger and thirst before they can 
be succoured, especially as their sixty rounds of ammunition 
would be quickly exhausted. 

'' A strong detachment quartered on the outskirts of a 
town is free. It can make head against an enemy, keeping 
him at gun-shot distance ; it can get out if necessary, and 
attack; it can receive other detachments which strive to 
unite from the country. In case of arson the soldi^s can 
issae and take possession of other buildings, or keep to the 
country. It can send a part to aid the inhabitants, or 
retreat if necessary to some other post : in short a strong 
detachment lodged in the outskirts of a town commands 
that town, whereas, posted in the middle of a town it is 
commanded. These are matters to be attended to always, 
and shall never be lost sight of by me because timid 
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rttes choose to take alarm. Durham, and every 
va, can surely supply a house in iheir auburba. 
t true that there is no great fear of the troops, but 
lel an accident occur and the wJiole aspect of affairs will 
change. The Chartists are numerous, and should otie detach- 
ment be dealroyed the soldiers would lose confidence ; they 
would be shaken while the rebels would be exdEed beyond 
mejisure. Their defeat finally would be oertnin, but much 
blood would be shed wliich need not be shed. Some soldiers 
; quarrelled with the police at Hull ; such iiocidenta are 
plucky ; tlie police are odious to the people, and quarrels oi' 
ft nature put the soldiers nod the people in tacit cunfedera- 
1 against the police, which may produce mischief. The 
Ihutist leaders are not such fools as to let this advantage 
^pe tliem, they will turn it to account in their tamperiuge 
b tiio loyalty of the troops. 
y " All Uiese tilings induce me to pre^s earnestly on Lord 
1 the keeping of the soldiers in masses, ihejires/iffg of 
mast«ry is with them, and their high discipline and loyalty 
will enable them to maintain their superiority. No man can 
meosore the limits of the present danger, it is not possible 
to do 80 ; but the U'oopa form a strong barrier around tbo 
tferoou; one which, with proper management, can be im- 
^^citly rolled on: but if cut up into detachments a taint 
■Mnr bogin. Much better will it be to throw out the advanced 
^ntsof B constabulary force, and thus keep the enemy off: 
^HHDB^eannot easily enter the ranks if the army be kept in 
^^K|^ Xhe nfleinan has done no liarm here because his 
^^^HMb aiB in barracks; but were the men in billets he 
^HB^^ie this have mode half of them Chartists. 
^K^Jfqor Crc'agh. — What you tell me in strict confideQce 
^■Mst go to Lord Hill ; there con be nothing hidden from 
H^ tliat is important to know. The safety of the public is 
Hjjr too Talaable to be risked by over delicacy ; it is our first. 
^■V greatest duty — speaking huuianly as the new-!ig)it 
^■^ile my, and very correctly. I hold this quarrel with the 
^Boe to be a very serious affair. You were quite right to 



fiO 



LIFB OF CHASLES J^HE3 NAPtEB. 



[1839^ 



let me know joiir private opinion, and it is equally 
that Lord Hill should see ii. I can give you but one mle^ 
Smootli tilings, reason with all parties, condemii nhst is- 
wrong in either, but not with aiTimony ; speak kindly and 
explain the mischief and wrong ihcre la in these quairels 
between men serving the Queen. Speak with tlie leader ol 
the police also : explain to him the danger of his men being- 
over-offiGious, if such bo the case, in this interference 
your men ; request of him lo speak to them if he is a 
sible man, if not ask liim to let you do so. In that ease do 
not tell them they are wrong but explain, that as soldiers are 
under rigid military law which brings them up for all ofienced 
it is better not to be too sharp upon them for oSern 
against police law, if they do so, unless in violent i 
but rather to help thorn out of a scrape than into one. 
short, throw all the good humour you can into the matter' 
for at present we want more oil in our salad than vinegar. 

" The police force is going to be much incretised ; it will 
save tlie soldiers a world of unpleasant duty and 
work well with them. They have a very difficult part 
pky. Wo face rioters in bodies well armed ; a polii 
nine times out of ten is alone, with a stick, and surrounded 
by all sorts of rascals. If your soldiers recollect this they 
will see how ungenerous it would be, as well as wrong, to 
add to the troubles of the police, who, on their part, shoi 
not interfere with the soldiers unless they are doing 
Explain these things to both parties : and read what I 
to the chief of police, if he is a sensible man. AJwi 
enforce on the soldiers that being out after hours rend) 
them culprits, and therefore they draw any bad treatment 
themselves. 

"Under-Secretary, July 29. — If Lord John sends 
troops from Ireland, which I earnestly hope he will do, il 
desirable that regiments which yet have the greatest nutnl 
of Irishmen should be selected : the difference of 
and country offera additional guards for tlie soldier's fidel 
The quarrel between the soldiers and police must be 
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^^Mged vitb great caution. I did not move tbe 81st from 
^^^]1, becatise the quarrel nould then be taken up b; tbe 
next ivgiuieiit and tbe niiechief would spread. 

" July 8l9t. — Tbe Chartists of this town tind neighliour- 
Lood mean to go t'j church in procesdon, heading the 
troops: there is no reason to apprehend improper inten- 
tions, but it becomes awkward because of their numbers. 
I have decided to make no change tn the church parade. 
If there be room for the troops they will enter the church ; 
if not. those for whom there is no room must remain outside. 
Nothing in the conduct of the iroopa shall give pretext for a 
riot ; but were I not to let the troops go to church it would 
be to presuppose, what I do not believe is intended, an in- 
^^oU to tlio mihtary, and so presupposing, to submit to the 
^BlBaginary affront. Were I to hasten our parade and fore- 
^^Btkll places it would be entering into an undignified struggle 
^^faabeooming the character of her Majesty's troops: if we 
BEDtiDt find room it is a natural occurrence and there an 

VDd. 

" I sliaU be present and will take care no insult is offered 
lo the aacrednesa of the place, either by soldiers or Chartists ; 
Bnd shall see that the church authorities are free to exercise 
•ir functions : in this view the clergymen and magistrates 
hU be consulted, and requested to caution their people 
ttist undue zeal, which the presence of soldiers might 
Eberwise induce them to exhibit. But while I take these 
I to preserve the peace and decorum becoming a congre- 
llioo assaoibled to worship the Almighty, I shall have a 
mg picquel in barrack under arms, in case intemperate 
iple should resolve on violence and insult. There is 
plch alarm in the town about this matter, but it is among 
peertaic class, and in my belief without foundation. There 
m a meeting last Wednesday in Nottingham I'ark : it took 
boo at night, about a thousand men, no women or chil- 
"iren. 
" Lord Fitzroy, July 31st. — I lose no opportunity of tell- 
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ing Lord John Rossell the great danger the magistrates 
draw on us hy insisting on detachments — danger to disci- 
pUne, danger of defeat, danger to loyalty which is the worst: 
the drunken rascal of the 8 1st at Hull exclaimed Damn 
jour eyes we are all Chartists. Then the hand-bill given 
to the soldiers at Manchester ; the letter to the corporal o 
the 84th ; tlie rifleman here ! These things^ occurring far 
from each other, being put together, the inference is that the 
troops should be kept in masses ; such taints could then be 
detected : with small detachments fear' is always an agent 
of corruption, but cannot operate on masses. 

" Colonel Wemyss, July 31st — At Wigton the magistrates 
picked out their confidential people to be special constables : 
when assembled to be sworn they said Oh ! never mind we 
will keep the town quiet. Wl)at! are you armed? Yea! 
every man his musquet, and we will soon settle your forty 
soldiers if they are saucy. So much for the ^liie of Wigton." 

He was now, as he had feared, entirely overborne by the 
indirect power of the magistracy, or rather of particular 
magistrates who forced the foolish weakness of the Home 
Office ; and that blood did not flow was chiefly owing to his 
extreme vigilance and wide knowledge of the Chartists' 
secret designs ; to the influence he obtained over the wisest 
leaders by his firmness and gentleness towards the people, 
combined with his known opposition to the viqlence of some 
civil authorities who were eager to bring the soldiers into 
action. Meanwhile his remonstrances against the errors of 
government were as freely urged as his rebukes to the Char- 
tists, but did not meet with such a reasonable response. 
Conjoined with his previous resistance of personal wrong 
from Lord Ripon, and his avowed politics at Bath, they 
raised a secret but implacable feeling of dislike which pur- 
sued him to his latest hour. His genius was indeed too 
great to please or to be stifled, but his spirit was too strong 
to be overborne, and once placed in a prominent position 
his course was that of a meteor for the nation : for the 
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govemmeDl however he vns oolj a man to be thwarCed nnd 
rejected, onworlby of notice save in enmity. 

" Joamal, July asth. — The ChartistB say they will keep 
the ' saored mnoth.' Egregioaa folly ! they will dn no aach 
Uung; the poor cannot do it, they niiiMt plunder and then 

PTj will be hanged by hundreds : they will spht upon It, but 
mad enough to attempt it they are lost, 
" Jaly !iG[h. — The pot boila every way. EiimourB of war 
from Carlisle— merry no longer ! irora Newcastle, from all 
piuts of Lancashire. Demands for troops will soon multiply. 
The eoDtitry magistrates are a miserable set generally ; 
they insult the people, are hated, and on every klarm grow 
frightened. The magistrates of towns have n littio more 
pluck, but the country magistrates bully them, finally inocn- 
labe them with tJicir own fears, and then pour in calls for 
troops. If the soldiers are spread as t)ie niugistrules want, 
tho men will soon lose discipline, grow insolent to their 
officers, and when punished will turn Chartists : I shall be 
defeated by the ma^strates, they are so powerful, but the 
^—■afety of the country is at stake, and I will do my utmost. 
^B "As matters stand I am for a strong pohee, but the 
^Bflople should have universal suffrage— it is their rigliL 
^^fte hallul — it is their security and their will, and therefore 
their right also ; and the new poor law should he reformed : 
but while doing these things, I would have a strong police 
» ataod between the soldiers and tlte people. My reasons 
T this are as follows. Good government consists in having 
1 laws well obeyed. England has abundance of bad 
rs. but is every man to arm against every law be thinks 
o! Bad laws must be reformed by the coocon- 
i reason of the naiiou gradually aoling on the legisla- 
te, not by the pikes of individuals aoling on tlie bodies of 
e executive. The law, good or bad. is to be obeyed, and 
I mof^strate is to enforce obedience. How ? By liis 
Bstables. But there are now so many people who think 
B lav ought not to be obeyed, who have armed themselves 
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for disobedience, and are moreover so well instructed 
the quibbles of law, by wbich it may be safely 1 
uudor cover of ics own protection, that the a 
frightened, morally and physically, MoreoTer in cases « 
his courage is equal to the work he has no force with v 
to act : he may be a hold and clever man but be is s 
cypher. 

" I (rill not take an obnoxious Mr. U for my magis- 

Btrate, hut Colonol Wildmon. He has ability, courage, ac- 
tivity, generosity, and all the influence of property. Y^ 
Colonel Wijdman shall not be taken at Newstead Abhl 
He shall be transplanted to the dense, demoralized po] 
lation of Bumley or Aahton-under-Lyne, or Mnnohee 
where his virinea would nut be understood, or valued if t 
were; opposed to men with whom be is only known as a 
mt^slrate, and as such looked upon as a foe. How is'^ 
to be obeyed ? Where are his coostahles ? Two or tl 
perhaps two or three dozen shopkeepers, quailing uii(| 
fears of all kinds, natural fears, fear of exclusive dealing, a 
private vengeance. Men as helpless as their magistrate, are 
thus opposed to a rough set who are perfectly aware that 
these constables are helpless, and are themselves tliereib 
every umn a hero in the crowd, ready to commit any cii( 
his heart may devise, What is the result ? Outrage ! 
in the troops ! But to that there are two objections. 

" First you must have an immense foroe. with its espeni 
to give every magisiraio a guard : all the troops in 1 
northern district would not furnish a single county, and tl 
the second objection arises — dispersion of troops, which fl 
strays discipline. In a few years ihoy would become atna] 
mated in opinion with the people, you would have a Chai 
army not a royal one, and one you had armed and drill* 
Wliat then would become of the tliione and constitution 
Lost 1 There would be no ' kicking against the pricks ' 
bayonet would he master. My principle is not to risk a 
danger. Correct bad laws and do the people justiw: { 
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is indispensable if we noulil have peace. But I am tnlkiiig 
of BuppoTUng ilie ItiwB as tliey are. To avoid danger to the 
throne you must keep the array clear of the people, and 
fortify it in principle against treason. How then are yoii to 
suppurt the magistrates ? Bv an effeclive police force, con- 
stituted either on the principle of concentration or that of 
local election ; or, if you please, a compound of both. 

" Manufacturers have formed an anidcial state of society : 
S dense poUatcd population dependent, for food on acci denial 
rariatioiiB of trade, one day in full work and high wages, 
the uext neitlier work nor wages, and ull willing to bruak 
Uie laws. To meet this you must have a strong police, 
and if it become contaminated with the democratic spirit 
you biive your military force in reser^'e, and the throne is 
Giife. Whereas if the military are contaminated you have 
no reserve, the throne would be first degraded and then 
overturned. For these reasons we should in our present 
state of bad ti^vomment, public debt, manufacturing and 
geuerol discontent, have stipendiary magistrates and an 
armed police. 

" Let us suppose the whole people wanted and could 

force a republic. What would result ? A desperate struggle 

I. between the manufacturing and lauded interests, ending in 

I war, to be decided finally by a military chief who 

mid not be fool enough to wear a hat when a crown was 

i hand. Nor fluch a rogue either: for what patriotic 

3 would let his counti7 be governed by dozens of squab- 

bg republican fools, when his own good sense and single 

lould rule and guide her aright ? This is foreign to 

9 subject, but speaking of the means to oppose attempts 

e England a. republic, I cannot help a glance at what 

te woidd he if they were aucceflsfui. 

"They have asked my opinion about having more troops 

1 Iceland. Surely tlioy are wanted when all the north 

t«ns and every post brings demands for soldiers from 

and Newcastle-upoa-Tyne, down to Newcastle- 
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under-Lyne ; when all Lancashire is armed and in a fe^ 
ment ; when I cannot say at what moment a general rising 
may take place — if one is to be, and tmly there are signs. 
I have indeed nineteen regiments, bat also half England to 
garrison and defend. 

'* And then such magistrates ! three from Longhborongh 
sent for troops to * save life and property * — their messenger 
came at a gallop and a troop was in a few minutes in full 
trot for the rescue, my utmost hope being that it might help 
to extinguish flames and bury the heroic * petty sessions' 
with military honours in the smoking ruins of Lough- 
borough ! ! The troop arrived, the town was in alarm, but 
not in flames ; the magistrates were alive, but had removed, 
the nearest to six miles' distance ! Captain King, unable 
to act, sent to seek the runaways, and at 10 o'clock at night 
by threatening to leave magistrates and Chartists together 
got one of the former in presence. I reported all this and 
Lord John gave them — a gentle reproof ! Saying, if evil 
happened it would be on their shoulders. 

" July 28th. — Great anxiety about the collieries in the 
north. I have sent Campbell 98th " — now Sir Colin — " there 
from Hull. The colliers had better be quiet, they will have 
a hardy soldier to deal with ; yet he will be gentle and just^ 
or he should not be there, for I want not bullies to join the 
civilians' cry for murdering the people, to 'make an ex- 
ample.' One may be required, so much the worse, but let 
not soldiers seek occasion for it, as almost all the civil gen- 
tlexnen seem to me to do : let us avoid that as we would sin 
and death ! 

" July 30. — Alarm ! Trumpets ! Magistrates in a fuss. 
Troops! Troops! Troops! North, South, East, West. 
I screech at these applications like a gate swinging on rusty 
hinges, and swear ! Lord, how they make me swear ! The 
people are not ready for a fight though: there may be 
bloodshed and burnings, but no fighting." 
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tTHRRTO DO indication of bodily suffering has mnrked 

Sir C. Nnpier's correspondtiiee ; yet the following extract 

fmm bis joumnl aliens that lie wua nil this time in dn;uii 

of tlie most terrible and iioari-breaking of personal atSio- 

tne: — blinilupssl 

" Journal. — The Home Office aud the Horse Guards write 
t they think little of ilie quarrel between the soldiers and 
plice: ibis is to be seen:^biit shall I see llien at all ? I 
Blindness! My God what an awful diought! it 
ikes my blood ma cold. Perhaps 1 may die &vaI and be 
red that snffering. Jly poor mother! How I tliink of 
r Btlffering, and BOiuetimes reproach mysflf for not remain- 
l^^g for evec at her aide: but I did all things aa she wished. 
My own hour of darkness now comes apace, I must bid 
adieu to reabty for ever! Nor face, nor fona, nor aughl 
will be seen more by me ; all must be imagiuaiioD. except 
pain, until blessed, welcomed death, comea to send me to 
those who are gone ! Yet God tempers trials and will tem- 
ir mine so as to be bearable, and with courage we can bear 
icb. And after all death is not a distant event for a man 
, especially when smashed as my body has 
All ill God's good time. We can neither hurry nor 
] tlie hour of fate: all that a brave man hus to do is 
. his trials in the face \tithotit flinching, and thank 
I they are no worse. Yet, if dial bluil^d feeling in 
from my wound should come on also, what would 
^mo of me 1 Oh ! God 1 I will lepjue uut even at the 
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loss of sight, tl anything if spared that horror of horrors! 
I will not think of iL" 

Here let it be remembered with what fortitude and even 
gaiety he bore, when in Lisbon, the dreadfbl snffering 
alladed to above ; how his letters sported with torture to 
save his mother and sisters mental distress : bat never did 
bodily suffering impede his course of action, never indeed, 
until this outburst, did he even let it be known that he suf- 
fered. The intrepid spirit that sustained without complaint, 
the pain of broken limbs when a boy, the horrors and suf- 
ferings of Coruna when a youth, sufficed during manhood 
and old age to suppress aU evidence of agony, until the ap- 
proach of the most terrible of ills forced firom him this one 
and only groan of his life for himself. 

The sacred month of the Chartists, in which all were to 
cease working, as an evidence of the power of labour ova 
all other interests, was now at hand. 

" Journal, August 2nd. — Sacred month ! Do they imagine 
they can make the people of England stop work for a 
month ? How are they to feed ? Eob. What ! All Eng- 
land turn thieves in a day. Why the thieves, were they two 
millions, would be floored instantly by the ten millions who 
were not thieves ! It is a farce, but the attempt may pro- 
duce a tragedy, and to prevent that is in some degree my 
affair. I can however only do my own work and with such 
magistrates God knows what may happen. 

" Lord John Russell, August 2nd. — The accompanying 
sketch will convey the clearest answer to your enquiries, and 
the detachments in danger, chiefly from fire and position, are 
marked on it. Should a rising take place all communica- 
tion between those places would be intercepted. The orga- 
nization of lodges is a powerful one if well executed, which 
it probably is ; at the same time it is more theoretical than 
practical for the field : it will preptire them well for an out- 
break, but will be very dangerous when they get under arms, 
ibr all will talk and order, no man will obey. But this does 
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Dot render attacks on weak detachmenta less daogerouB, be- 
cuiise the Charlisls can prepare beforelmnd, and it would be 
only n wwrk of a few hours. 

"Journal. — The Home Office has resolved to make Dur- 
ham find barracks if they will have soldiers. All right, 
drive ou coacliy. Bat how the wheels roll and the coach 
Bways from ado to side, and ilie spokes rattle and the axles 
crack ! Oh, the old state cnrringe. how it shakes and jolts 
in tJie deep ruts of folly and quagmires of knavery! We 
Bbm upset it nt last, and God help the passengers. 
^V " Au(ni9t 6th. — ^Meetings every night in the markel-place, 
^pld good sense talked by tJie speakers : some a little out- 
rageous, but nothing to demand notiee. My advice to the 
magistrates is not to interfere unless the peace he broken ; 
why should they i" If the mob break the peace I will break 
their heads; we will have no burnings, no disgraceful pro- 
ceedings, which the honest part of the Chartists deprecate: 
bat when men assemble to express their political opinions it 

Ktu^nsl as well as foolish to disperse tliem. 
"August 6th. — The plot thickens. Meetings increase and 
i 80 violonl, and arms so abound, I know not what to 
think. The Duke of Portland tells me there is no doubt of 
an intended general rising. Poor people ! They will suffer, 
They have set all England against ihom and thtir physical 
force : — fools ! We have the physical force, not tbey. They 
talk of their hundred thousands of men, "Who is to move 
Km when I am dancing round them with cavalry, and 
'dng them with cannon-shot? What would their 100,000 
I do with my 100 rockets wriggling their fiery tails 
kong them, roaring, scorching, tearing, smashing all they 
Be near? And when in desperation and despair they 
iJce to fly, how would tbey bear five regiments of cavalry 
Bering through them? Poor men! Poor men! How 
" > they know of physical force ! 

"August 7ih. — My brother Richard's birth-day. God 
i him bnppy days! I wish he had a pursuit, there is no 
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liappine^s but la a pursuit; a house, a garden even is a pur 
suit, Sowers, animals, all around furnish pursuits; we live 
and die as they do, diey are God's creatures as vte are. and 
they pass more quickly ihrougb life and warn us. I could 
live iu a garden and a wee farm, Imve a cow and graze a 
horse, and try little exporiments and breaiba pure air. and 
then lie down and die ! When my sight fiiils 1 shall not 
see the world, and 'tis but a step further not to bear it. Oil 
these eyes! But It is folly lo fret, it may be some yean 
yet ere ligUl vanishes. My poor Richard, I fear his eyea an 
in more danger even than miue, and he has no child's voice 
to bear! Strauge are these dispensations! But he is all 
honour and goodness, and for him also there is the chanoe 
that hte may pass away before sight leaves bim ; if not, God 
tempers the wind 1 

" August 8th. — All in a ferment, meetings everywhei 

" 9th. — No lime for journals. Write, write, write ail i 
the plot is as thick as batter pudding. 

" 10th. — My birtb-dny. What recollections ! At my ag* 
no man of sense can value hfc, or anything in it except 
quiet. Ob I quiet, blessed quiet ! to he so, is to be as happy 
as we can be iu this life. All my thoughts are now to get 
easiest out of life and with least pain lo my wife. With my 
girls sorrow will soon ho over ; youth can bear the shock. 
1 loved my father as they love me, yet a few months made 
ail bright : after tbnt there was and is, and ever will be a 
holy reverence for his gooduesa and talent and character, 
attended by the feehng that we shall soon meet again. Thus 
will my children feel when I am gone and theu' enjoyment 
of life will not be spoiled. God has ordained that youtb 
should enjoy life, and if my girls road this they will know I 
vrish tliem to do so. I kuuw not why this train of tliinidng 
has come, hut in age a birthday brings such thoughts. 

" The Secretary of State eays, If you wish 
Strafford will visit any part of your district to give i 
apce and advioe, Htm credo I That Byug is a | 
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AQov smd a soldier of the Guards in my hearing in 1803, 
' He is,' said another, ' wlint 's of liim, but the most part is 
boots and cocked hat ' — he was very young and the dress 
then was preposterous. Now I have more coclied hat than 
1 vnnt, thanks to the stupid regnlations ; snd a9 to boots 
bis won't fit me. I want neither John Byng's advice, nor 
Johnny Russell's, and will oifer mine to botli, feehng qniie 
eqaal to my own wort. Are they getting IHghtened as the 
snvred month approaches? I verily believe so, and they 
think Lord Strafford a betlcT man in the hour of need ! 
Perhaps lie is so, I won't dispute that ; but bo shali not be 
my dry nurse, better or worse. If they want him let them 
give him the district. I am quits ready to give it up, yet 
while here, no privy councillor over me : that's as flat aB a 
nmcake. 

Hp August 11th. — Troops ordered to Brudford if I *ap- 
Hpw.' I don't upprove, hut if they give a good barrack 
M» men shall go. Meanwhile all on tiptoe ! Every one 
expects a row : not yet, tlie pear is not ripe. If these 
foolish men keep their sacred month they ruin themselves ; 
hnv can those who hve hy labour live without labour? 
liobben,' must be the rosuit, snd the English people will not 
support a cause by such means ; the Chnriists will not do so. 
1 deny that Chartism is a general feeling, and there are 
plenty of good men among the Chnrtists wlio would turn 
on robbers acting in their uarae. The silly magistrates of 
tfleld are in labour, and a troop of dragoons has gone 
> lioliver them of their fears: the old Duke of Port- 

J played off by a spy. 
Aognet 12th. — The magistrates here want to act rightly, 
lave been bullied by the county magistrates into a pro- 
n against meetings which have been held every day 

larket-place and race-course: this is nnwise. 

I wrote came a call for troops to disperse a mob in 

intry. I rode out, ordering dragoons lo follow me. 

- and I found the mob, whicli would not notice 
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OS and marched on. Old X put on his spectacles, 

pulled out the not act, and read it in an audible Yoice— 
to who ? Myself and about a dozen old women, looking 
oot at tbeir doors to see what we were at ! We came back, 

found another mob, and ordered it to disperse. No. N 

told me to disperse iu I laughed, the dragoons laughed, 

the young women of the mob laughed, and then old N 

h&nghed, and so the second act of folly passed. Hardly 
home however when a second call came ; then a third ; a 
fourth ; each time we were paraded in order of battle, and 
each time were laughed at: so the day passed in great 
excitement. 

'' August Idth. — Magistrates again read the riot act on 
the race- course. We scolded, laughed again, and this 
second farce ended ; but three or four times was I obliged 
to mount, and indeed remained on horseback until long 
after dark. The mob was abusive but very timid, the ap- 
proach of a dragoon made them fly like sheep. The sol- 
diers were keen for a fight. The mayor and corporation 
issued fooUsh proclamations, and then let the people jeer 
them ; it was not wise to prohibit meetings and processions 
and then let them take place in defiance of their handbills. 
The town magistrates however endeavoured to do their duty 
with a conscientious regard for justice ; all seemed to act 
with a strong sense of honour, and good feeling : the only 
fault was threatening injudiciously, and then allowing the 
Chartists to threaten them. 

"August 14th. — Mayor and town magistrates this morn- 
ing asked my advice : they were evidently alarmed. The 
country magistrates were exhorting them to prevent meet- 
ings, and the Chartists were bullying them. My advice was 
given in writing, they took it and since then all is quiet 
and will probably remain so : the poor people when left 
alone, haw no desire for disturbance. 

**AugiR 15th. — Napoleons birthday! All quiet The 
magistrates wanted me to call out the yeomanry. No said 
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I. no yeomen. If the Cliartiats want a fight, they can be 
indulged without yeomen, who are over-2ealous for cutting 
and slashing. Miitters must go hard ere I call them oat, 
it sbail not be done until the troopa are fairly in the field. 
Then all mast arm. The difficulty is, that where there are 
DO soldiers the magistrates must have yeomanry ; for they 
have no means of their own, and neither judgment nor 
courage for the occasion, as far as I can judge. There are 
exceptions, many, but also too many who having been 
oppressors of the poor are now surrounded by dangers too 
great for their courage: having debased the people, whom 
want has roused into action, these tyrants quail, and un- 
happily good men must unite wiili the oppressors, 

"August 17th. — Kcporia from the outposts that all is 
quiet tliroughout Lancashire, Yorkshire, Durham, Cheshire, 
Westmnrclnnd, &c. Bolton is the only place where shot 
has he^n fired, hut only three there, and those from the 
eagerness of the magistrates. In one instance the officer 
refused to fire, and everywhere the soldiers hung hack from 
bloodshed ding, the civilians crying out slaughter! Yet the 
soldiers are all sliiunch to the Queen : no disloyal feeling, 
no iiesitaliou with them, all resolute and ready, nay, even 
eager for fight, but averse to fire on unarmed people. The 
troops are all that their country could wish; humane. 
obctUent, bold : the eight thousand men under my com- 
mud would meet ten thousand, yea, more, of any nation 
on eartti, for officers and men are full of inlelhgence, 
phy&icaJ power and discipline. I have seen much of our 
cavalry now, they are superb, and if properly led will go 
|.lbioogh anything." Italnclnva! 

f August J Ulh. — Everjwhere a sudden calm has succredfd 

RMorm; it is unnatural, for the causes of discontent still 
The fact is that the Chartist leaders' caloi^lations are 
Biu at fault; they have found the difficulty jf uniting 
■ people in simultaneous ell'orls. Many of the chief 
I have been seized, there has been no resistance, and 
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in tbis Lord John Riiasell has deeerved well of die cotn 
His failure has been in not making conceawons. and doi 
(liminisbing taxation : he cannot take a great view of oSaiis. 

" August 20tb. — The Home Office and the Horse Guards 
again think Chartism is at a discount; they are wrong, it 
iucreoses. The middlu claases were frightened at pikes, thi' 
Chartist leaders saw tbis and we hear no more of pikes: 
but they are all tbere, none have been given up or de- 
stroyed. The shopkeepers are no longer alarmed, thcT 
have no love for the aristocrauy, aud think comnierire will 
flourish as well under a republic : they aee also what great 
preparations the Chartists are making for esclosive dealing, 
which alarms them. The mayor and corporation of Bolton 
are said to be Chartists ; the same at Carlisle and Newcoslle- 
upon-Tj-ne : the constables everywhere are, more or less, 
and all avow that tlio people are oppreased, 

" August 23rd. — I was mad not lo go out as governor oF 
Australia. I could have founiied a great kingdom, and by 
ihis time my whole plan would have been in full operttlion, 
imd the colony nearly ready to declare internal indept'tidonoe 
as a people : — with a systematic education, universal suffrogr, 
vote by balhit, annual parliaments, and the abolition of 
the law of primogeniture as regards land: for if a moD 
produces children, he is bound to provide them with the 
means of living, as far as he can. I would have so ruled 
Austrtdia that the laud should never have been thus col- 
lected. I would also have done my best to prevent the 
introduction of great manufactories, by promoting diacua- 
sion on this simple question. How can they lend to the 
strength, the freedom, the happiness of a nation? They 
produce corrupt morals, had health, uncertain wages, and 
dependence on a foreign market, instead of on a strong 
imd virtuous labouring class. They stimulate speculation 
by offering means for accumulating great fortunes in a 
few years, which is the worship of mammon, the ruin of 
virtue, overthrowing ail moral principles. 
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■' Men are restless aod diaconlented with poverty in 
man ufac Hiring places; they have all its suflerings and 
bare Dot the pritictpitl pleasures which make men Donleut 
^Wtdcr it; that is health, enjoyment of country Bcencs, 
^HlKuitTy nir, and interest in the seasons and various pro- 
^HqcIJods of nature. The exhausted unhealthy manufac- 
^^krer has no suoh enjoyment; be has no resomrces bttt 
^Hfe, cards, and all kinds of debauchery. The countryman 
^^Drships God ; the manufacturer worships gold : — that gold 
which alone can rehcvo him and his aickly family from the 
miseiT they endure ; thns the practice of sin, united Ui 
mammon -worship, makes a ruffian. Yet such is the system 
vhicli your political ceconomist calls the prosperity of 
England! Hell may be paved with good intentions, but 
it assuredly huug with Manchester cottons. 
^L " How can good and otherwise sensible men imagine that 
^^be wealth of a nation, and its prosperity, can depend upon 
^nte Tasl riches of a few persons, accumulated by the toil, 
privation, and destruction of the health and morals of mil- 
lions? This one fact should teach that it must be wrong. 
Oar prosperity, as the wise Lord Kipon called our misery : 
— oar prosperity has not n foundation on sense or honesty : 
nod so these deceived good men would thiuk if they eslri- 
^^nted their minds from a labyrinth of details entered upon. 
Hjander the illusion that money riches are strength and happi- 
^Haes and virtue. Hiohus iu'b good, yet the riches of a 
^*oontry do not altogether consist of money, but in just 
govermnent, in a happy people, content with tlie poverty 
which attends labour. 
^_ " A bealtliy labouring class, where a man's toil gives 
^^■ifficient clothes, food and lodging, for himself and his 
^^■nily, with a cabin and garden to interest him, will not 
^HBTy rioli men, or seek to rise above an humble lot, c^ccept 
^H^ time, frugality and honesty. They feel they have enjoy 
^^beni% some, nay most, beyond the power of riches to give : 
^^H|gHM which riches take awiiy. All poor men who have 
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ee this ; those who are foolish are cither 
h_v cleverer men, or are too conteinptiblB to destroy the haf- 
mony of social order : if they make the attempt the world 
scorns them nnd they perish, because their country is happv 
Hnd beyond their power of disturbance. But for such ft 
state there must be no debt, few taxes, and those Inid oo 
equitably, and that was my plan for Australia. I could nsd 
would have executed it, and by this time it would have been 
II rich and powerful colony ; a Utile state rather, able and 
resolved not to allow England to send more convjcts t» 
Sydney: that iofcrnal populntinn would thus have gradually 
died away, and a better one have arisen to unite with us 
due time. The difficulties were not great, I learod but 
the want of money to begin. This difficulty has not 
taken place, though it is doubtlul whether they are yet 
iif the wood, lustily as they halloo : — that is the speculat 

und that knave halloo ! nevertheless my belief 

hope is they have passed the danger: it would vex mi 
find them fail after all tJieir troubles. 

"Colonel W. Napier, September 8ih. — Wo were foolish 
the first two of the three sacred days. On the third the 
mayor and magistrates asked and followed my advice, in- 
stead of calling out troopa and reading the riot act as they 
had done the other two days: the result was that the tJiird, 
which was to have been the last of Kottingham. passed qi 
and all is peace. I am tired of folly above imd below. 
letter from the Home Office said, ' Lord Strafford, if 
wish it, will visit any part of your district to give assistsnoe 
and advice.' I want neither, and have heard no more of 
that. The next impertinence was the sending Colonel 
Angelo upon a mission through my district. He 
at night, told me he whs on a mission, was very m; 
and incomprehensible, and went off, leaving me ignoi 
why he came. Some time after Lord John sends Co] 
Angelo's Memoir for my opinion ! It settled that infi 
here oavalry ought to be, and 
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Had I done as he recommended, ilie cavalry would have 

[)fen diBpersed in billets nt Halifax, the infantry at Bradford. 

both towns wickedly Chartist, whereas by my arrangement 

I nre in barracks and strongly posted: the folly of 

[elo's memoir ia now felt. Other things happen that I 

o'l like. It pleases me that you have had the corre- 

mdcnce yon mention with the Duko of Welhngton ;" — 

^■bort but remarkable one, in wliich that great man stated 

I his political object was to heul the dissensions of the 

le, which he thought were leading to ruin, and therefore 

^overlooked tlie had conduct of the Whigs. 

r " Then.' are strong symptoms of different corporations 

leaning to Chartism and democracy, and the £70,000 voted 

for tlid Queen's stables did the government mischief even 

with its own friends. Wildman diapuifis with me about the 

police, which he strongly opposes. I say the laws must 

he obeyed; if bad, alter ibem, but without « strong pohce 

manufacturers are unmanageable. Power warps judgment, 

perhaps it has done so witli mine here, tliough God knows 

I have little enough of power ! Masses of men in manu- 

^^frotories must he held in check, especially when morals art' 

^^B 1-ery low as tliey are here. The devil understands hm 

^BnH( when he makes deiitli so disiigreeable or he would hud 

^u hard to keep na here. 

" Journal, September 24th. — This month has been of 
unvarying quietude; there was however a meeting at 
Sheffield, which just shewed that all is yet ahve : indeed 
the haggard faces of the poor suffice to tell this to any 
<^R»er%'ant man. There is among the manufacturing poor 
^tem look of discontent, of haired to all who are ricli, 
total absence of merry faces : a sallow tinge and dirty 
a lell of suffering and brooding over change. Yet often 
1 I talked with scowhag-visaged fellows till the ruffian 
t from Iheir faces, making them sraile and at ease : this 
6 their looks of sad and deep thought are uot natural, 
r follows I" ~ 
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Selections from his public correspondence shftll now ■ 
large llie record of England's internal conditioD at I 
pcrilons time. It gives a lesson : for the discontent vaa a 
a temporary ebnllition, it will again revive. Amelioratiol 
sonic accidental, some extorted, some conceded from polil 
have since then averted violence, but the labouring mass 4 
requires the right of self-government through direct rej 
sentation, and will again demand that protection agai 
power. A population which furnishes such heroic sold] 
as those of Inkerman and Balaclava will not alwavs sabi 
to be treated as unworthy of rights enjoyed by men noH 
good as themselves. 

" Major Bayly, August inth. — I attach little credit to the 
threatened attack on Chester Castle, yet be prepared. Yon 
must urge the totm magistrates to swear in special c 
stables and arm tlie pensioners ; the gentlemen of the cj 
may arm themselves also. Be most careful of the c 
and cautious how yon weaken your garrison in i 
danger. Colonel Wemyss has orders if armed insi 
move from Hyde towards Chester to have them pursnec 
as strong a body of cavalry as he can spare, 

" Colonel Wemyss, — Lord John told the Longbboroid 
magistrates he had forty applications for detachments, wllj 
my remonstrances had caused him to refuse : however, t! 
got a troop, and I fear many others will also sucw: 
Chester Castle must be Bayly's first caro, and the toxn 
people left; to their own valour. They do not like to t 
against their fellow-citizens! Well, let their fcllQW-eitija 
cut their throats. If they will not stand by the soldiers li 
should soldiers stand by them ? We dislike t 
fellow- citizen a as much as they do, 

" The same, 1 1 th August. — Anxious to hear how mat 
go on to-morrow, though certain there will be do gem 
rising. If the government mean to hang the condei 
men it sliouJd be done to-morrow : it would niuks t 
pause before they begun mischiet 
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" Under-Secretary, 12th. — I have just come from accom- 
panying a county magistrate to Barford, where he read the 
riot act to about 100 people, who were said to have been 
moving about from mill to mill, forbidding the workmen to 
continue labour: this mob dispersed with sufiBcient good- 
bomour, and there was not the least occasion for the troops 
to act 

" Sir H. Ross. — From my experience of the magistrates I 
warn you, that unless you get the necessary preparations for 
the soldiers' barrack done before the soldiers arrive the 
magistrates will do nothing after. They generally try to get 
off promises, so tell them no cavalry shall march until a 
barrack is ready for them. You will find this a capital pair 
of spurs! 

" Under-Secretary, August 15th. — A report from Bamsley 
states that the riot act was read there on the 12th and the 
military called out, but nothing important occurred. At 
Sheffield the same thing occurred on the Idth instant The 
Chartists assembled, it was supposed to rescue two of their 
leaders, but dispersed quietly on the appearance of the 
troops. 

"Colonel Wemyss, 16th. — Really the conduct of magis- 
trates who go grouse-shooting at such a crisis is too bad, 
tod proves, if anything is proof in the world, that we shall 
never do without stipendiary magistrates: if the present 
ones would do their duty nine detachments out of twelve 
would not be required. I think we have got matters tole- 
rably quiet here ; however they certainly bullied our magis- 
trates wickedly. They met in defiance of their proclamation 
on a hill near the town, and away we went to disperse them ; 
but when we got there, away were they on another hill, still 
cheering and defying the magistrates constables and dra- 
goons ! Darkness luckily came on, and we returned with 
the fame of having dispersed them, but having done no such 
thing : however, they were afraid to try the game again next 
day. I suspect their reason was, that I said in the hearing 
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of many, I would, if the magistrates pleased, send a rocket 
after them which would kill fifty or sixty. This was partly 
in joke, partly to make them beliere they owed their security 
to the forhearance of the magistrates, rather than to our DOt 
being able to catch them. 

"Under-Secretary, August 16th. — ^I send Colonel Cus- 
tance s letter, stating his reasons for refusing a detachment 
to Colne ; they appear very sufficient I would not trouble 
you were it not to shew the strange fact, that at a moment so 
critical there was no magistrate at home ! I believe there is 
none now, and I this day got a letter from Colonel Wemyss 
with the following passage. ' Major Cheape had great diffi- 
culty in impressing on the magistrates the necessity of 
remaining in the town of Leigh while the troops were ren- 
dering aid to the ci^il power.' I hare no doubt Lord John 
Bussell will disapprove of this conduct in the magistrates of 
Leigh and Colne. 

"August lith. — A report from Bolton gives details of 
the riot there, which I enclose. From Carlisle Sir H. Ross 
reports having called out the Cumberland and Westmoreland 
yeomanrv cavalry. The town was in a ferment on the I3tb, 
but the 15th all was quiet in consequence as Sir Hew 
believes, of the promptness of measures and the imposing 
force arrayed. He speaks in the highest terms of Colonel 
Hasell and the yeomanry under his orders. The troop at 
Bamsley was called out on the 15th and some people were 
arrested, but no disturbance took place : all was quiet yester- 
day. There is however much ferment in the country. 

" Lieutenant-Colonel Caimcross. — Accept my approbation 
of your own and your officers' conduct during the three 
days' rioting at Bolton-le-Moors. I have especially remarked 
the humane and cool conduct of Captain Bush in not firing 
on the people: — an extreme measure which the result 
proved to be uncalled for. Inform that officer that I feel 
it due to him and to Captain Anderson, to report their 
excellent conduct to the commander in chief. 
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Under-Secretary, Augwat. — Excellent news from all 

Tlie campaign ia over." 
ottrithstanding ibis apparent calm the general was too 
sigbted not to perceive that nil the cauaeB of mischief 
remained, and he did not fail to warn the autborities 
Aat it was bo ; but they snatched, aa before, with a childish 
confidence at every lull, calling it the end of all trouhlea, 
and Bs a matter of course he had now a renewed struggh- 
tilh the magistrates and higher powers about detachmenta 
lodgings for the troops. 

Lord fitzroy, August !i5th. — Everytliing seeraa quiet, 

[t I confess I don't feel much confidence in its continuance 

beyond a uooplo of months. Tbero are many mischievous 

persons at work, who I fear only wait for dark nights. 

[owever the cowardice of the popular asaembiies has been 



Sir H. Boss. August. — I wisJi to have a statement of 
(tefanlters at Wiglon and Cockermouth compared with those 
■)f equal force at head-quarters : it will shew the mischief of 
liiUota, Two companies are at Halifax in barracks, and two 
m billets at Newcastie-under-Lyne. The first have seven- 
leen defaultera and none tried ; the second, in an equal space 
uf timn, have had sixty-two defaulters and seven courls- 
laartial ! Hence if the magistrates of Wigtou and Cocker- 
moutb will have soldiers lliey shall fit up barracks. 

"Under-Secretary, August «8tb. — The Carlisle ningis- 
mies arc not acting well I always suspected there would be 
■ome difficulty, hut not that the magistrates would make us 
K W nltui^tlier. after ibeii promises had led to so many 
sciBugemeiits, If Lord -John approves, I propose to write 
"> iho lord- lieutenant of Cumberland, stating the difiSculltea 
I UD thrown into by the magistrates not fulfilling their pro- 
i_P«s, sad requesting him to represent to them, that urrange- 
ils tor quartering the cavalry bad been made on the fuicli 
their application and promise of barracks. Should this 
il lo move them — iliey bciug relieved from ihe pressure 
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without— will Lis lordship sanctioD my hiring and fitting up 
the place now preparing? if he does, he may deiiend on me 
to make a stiff fight lirat with the magistrates. 

" Sir H. Ross. August 28th. — ' The devil was sick the deiil 
a monk would be," &c., ikc. Just so with the mngistrates all 
over the nonh. When tlie Chftrtists put Ihem in a funk, 
Oh, barracks ! yes aa many as you please, ftlien ihey get 
soldiers and the Charlista are i]iuet, Really we can't afford 
barracks, they are too costly. This is the case everywhere, 
but your clmps hiive put me to most inconvenience. I do 
not understand how gentlemen, liaving due regard for pro- 
mises, can retrograde in this fashion ! Shew them this 
letter, except the first passage, and tliat too if you like. 

"At Mrmafield and Loughborough they have performed 
their promises like gentlemen ; but your cocks of the north 
are moss troopers, and want Belted Will among them again: 
with the power I would find the Will. I joke, but am rexeil 
ot this matter, and trust you will press the magistrates with 
all tlie ill-nature and bitterness yon can muster. Of one 
thing the mngistrates may be assured. I will not he made 
a dupe of by false promises a second time : their conduct 
is provoking and unfair, 

" September 1st. — Withdraw the Cockennouth detachment 
at once, and also that at Wiglon. Order tJiem to march 
without giving time for the magistrates to write humbugging 
letters to Lord John. Let them have the trouble of writing 
to you in the first instance; I find the more Ironble ons 
gives them the more easily they are dealt with in the end. 
However I trust a good deal to the Chartist steam, which 
will he up again in two monCliR or more, when dark nights 
begin and work slacks. 

" Duke of Portland, September 8rd. — There seems reason 
to suspect the honesty of your grace's informant. A man 
who pretends that such a general movement of the working 
classes as we have lately witnessed, can depend upon tlw 
!om or imprisonment of Mr. O'Connor must be actai 
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by some sinister modve, or have very little perception of 
what is going forward. The Chartist spirit is not broken : 
a few miserable violent fools and some resolute knaves have 
been put down, or rather checked by the array of force 
exhibited against their mad acts ; but the Chartist spirit is 
not broken, it has only been made cautious and therefore 
perhaps stronger." 
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TWELFTH EPOCH. 



FIFTH PERIOD. 



The northern district now became a less anxious but scarcely 
a less toilsome command. There was still to transact, be- 
sides the civil affairs, the mihtary business of twenty legi' 
ments, spread abroad as if scattered from a pepper-box, and 
he was not allowed even the usual staff. 

"Adjutant-general. — I cannot go on without a brigade- 
major. You have I conclude your own list, and a subal- 
tern I believe cannot hold the post, or I would recommend 
to your notice that very fine young man, and thorough sol- 
dier, Crawley, adjutant of the 20th Kegiment. Poor fellow, 
without money or interest he is working up a long avenue, 
but be assured he has the making of a first-rate staff oflScer. 

" Journal, September. — I am asked to meet the Bishop of 
Lincoln at the ' ordinaries.' What does it mean ? 1 will go 
if it be not a political demonstration, but it is an old saying, 
that where a priest and a woman are together the devil makes 
a third : this is doubtless true, for whatever a priest says a 
woman beheves. I would disbelieve the sun if a priest told 
me it was a fine day, were it not that God speaks to me 
through the sun. 

" 2Cth. — Our dinner was a hiack affair. I would not have 
gone, if T had not first ascertained from Lord Bancliffe 
that Lord Scarborough, the Whig lord-lieutenant of the 
county, was to go, and so concluded that it could not be a 
party dinner : yet it was so. The first toast, * Church and 
State,' made it clear we were a Tory party, for the acclama- 
tions were immense. I looked to Lord Scarborough for a 
sign of disapprobation, but he was immovable. He sat on 
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the right of the chairman, Lord LiDcubi on bis right, 
and I on Lord Lincoln's right. The next toast was ' the 
Queen.' Glasses were filled, but not a sound of applause 
followed. Her Majesty's health was drank in eiguificant 
silence. ' No man cried God bless her,' except myself. Then 
came the ' Queen Dowager, and the rest of the royal family :' 
instantly the room shook wiih shouts of applause. 

■ 'The lord-lieucenant and magistrates of the county ! ' This 
i a puzzler, because ihe magistrates are Tories and the 
1-lieutenant a Whig ; there was a faint attempt to applaud, 
BO weak as to be nurse than none. The bishop's health was 
given before the lord- lieutenant's, which was incorrect, the 
Utt^r being the representative of majesty. He made a well- 
tamed speech, the meaning being that the people's pockels 
had been successfully picked for a church just built; and 
that this must be continued for more churches. However, 
being voluntary, this is no great harm ; and I quite agree 
with Bishop Kayit, who seems to be a very clever and a vei7 
^ffood man, that unless we pray, education is a very idle affair : 
^^tet bishop, we must be fed before we are content. Yon and 
^^Kire content because we are well fed ; hut the poor will tell 
^^^m that when God ordained rich and poor He did not 
otiain a. national debt, incurred for foolish and unjust wars ; 
and ^at He gave the poor brains to understand their own 
Your eloquence then is vain to produce content 
Ibout food : you cannot put God in the wrong. You are 
t and good man. and you ought to know that when a 
B is in full activity bamboozling must die a natural death. 
1 ia in march, sadly shackled indeed still by ancient 
iliec, bat the press will set her free, and the next huudrcit 
i will produce more change in the condition of man 
Q the Inst thousand. 
I' "Whf does a nation have its own law and language and 
Because it is small, and by some accident hiis been 
lily and physicnlly separated from its neighbours; bnt 
t eeparalion will there be when we travel fifty miles 
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Jin hour ? Will not a thousand motiveB produce uni 
interest botnreen countries cow divided by distance, thougli 
soon to be within a few hours' travelling ? Is not natiooalitT 
wearing away hy commercial intercourse ? Has not prorin- 
cialism almost ceased ? Communication and the press have 
beaten down the old harriers, and men no longer cling to 
old hahits nud faults and inconveaiences, because Ihcy are 
provincial or national. The bishops must talk more wisely 
if they expect the present goneration to listen to them: for 
if they preach forbearance and patience under heavy tAxa- 
tion, they fill only concoct hatred and scorn of themselves, 

" Lord Scfirbornugh got up, said nothing, and no man 
cheered: he eat down without giving them a dressing, so 1 
could do nothing. But then the county members were gives 
with loud shouts nud long, and Lord Lincoln rttumed 
thanis : he was exceedingly nervous, and nearly broke down. 
Just before this toast, when the Queen dowagerwas pjvenhe 
said to me laughing, You and my left-hand neighbour, 
Lord Scarborough, are in the wrong box. So 1 see said I, 
and tlie reigning Queen also. The next toast was myself, 
with long flattering speeches; and in reply I laid strong 
emphasis on the devotion of the army to iba Queen, which 
was understood." 

His half-yearly miUtary inspection now recommenced. 

" Nfintwich, October 1 1 th. — A very old town, full of houses 
built with brick noggen. These old names remind me of 
ancient days, and mrike me say to myself how happy Eng- 
land was when you were built Nanlwich : when there were 
no cotton manu factories with their long chimnies ; when men 
worked in the fields, and were robust and fit for war and 
happy in peace; when they thought of nature as they 
laboured and breathed pure air amidst her works. Now ihey 
breathe smoke, wheeze cotton fai, and only think of qaaffio^ 
gin at the palace when their day's labour is done. Well, 
God help us for the devil's grip is on us now, 

" Chester. — A fine old town. Saw a capital lioom^ 
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can get it, Baitche Hall. I feel light at heart with the 
idea of quitting the hater's shop in Wheelersgate Street 
Notts, though Charles the First did lodge there: — loaves 
lodge there now. 

" This day my father died in 1804 at Clifton. How 
small others appear when I think of him ! He cared little 
for those things which ordinary men seek so eagerly; he 
was too great, too majestic for small command : — but what 
signifies all this? Death! 

" Lancaster. — A fine old town, with John of 6aunt*s 

Castle. Here I met Assistant-Sargeon Ore, who told me 

he was in the ship when my old Blanco died. Mr. Ore 

constantly fed him with biscuit, but the long voyage killed 

him. My weakness was the cause of his sufierings. Twice 

I went to shoot him in London, but my heart failed and I 

took him to Cephalonia, where I thought to pass many 

happy days with my old horse ! How I did love him ! 

Well, I and all I love must go the same way. Mr. Ore 

told me he grew so fond of Blanco that he wanted to say 

prayers for him, to the great horror of the ship captain ; 

yet I am sure he has a soul as good as most masters of 

merchant ships. Noble excellent animal ! you were good, 

and brave, and faithful as ever charger was ; and as you so 

often escaped being shot, would you had died in your stable : 

your picture and your memory is dear to me, with your 

playftd ways. Heigho ! this is a weary world, and I will go 

to sleep, which is like death. Yet we love sleep and fear 

death ! Strange ! If they be alike death must be indeed a 

UessiDg. 

" Carlisle, October 21st— Major 's depot here is in 

good order. He is a time-server and behaved ill to me in 
Cephalonia; he thought my defence against Adam would 
min me : and so it would had one of Adam's stamp been 
commander in chief; but we had Lord Hill, and Lord 

Ktzroy, and John McDonald. This has however 

o?eE8tM>t his mark ; he finds himself a major under my 
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md, and instead of a ruined colonel on half-pity mw 
me a mnj or- general. K.C.B., comiuanding the largest force 

in England. Justice however must be done. is a 

good officer, and my confidential report shall back up bis 
own efforts to get a lientenant- colonelcy, for he is clever 
hord-^roTking and zealous. I bear hiin no ill-vill, and as 
he has, night and day, the best policy at heart, he is an 
honest fellow. Moreover he ia good-natured, ao far as 
consists with a regard for what is what, when is when, and 
who is who, and all that who wishes: he is good-nature 
in a cuirass without a crevice. A devilish good soldier 
though. 

" Tynemoutb, 22nd. — The 98th Regiment is the best 
drilled and disciplined regiment of the district. Campbell. 
excellent himself, has made his officers so : Majors Gregory 
and Eyre are very superior young men. We went down e 
coal-pit here, heing lowered in a basket OSO feet in two 
minutes. We went through various galleries, and were 
told amongst other things of a current of air maintained 
by fire. We heard also that when a horse becomes 
furious it is terrible, for be runs ofl' with a dray through 
narrow galleries, killing or maiming all before him ! The 
nags seemed all very good-humoured, so I suppose they 
hke their position poor tilings; at all evente they are well 
ti'eated though living hy candlelight: fear keeps their 
drivers in order, and it is pleasant to have horses so mnch 
the master of man as to prevent hnitahty. 

"November 1st. — Returned to Nottingham. My wife 
nearly knocked up. Women are not made to bear fatigue : 
their spirit indeed carries them on, but their bodies fi 
they want food oftener than men do. 

'• Duke of Portland, September 9th.— Your | 
misunderstood me. I did not say O'Connor's 
ment would have no effect; hut that it could i 
the general movement, as your grace's informant s 
think: so far from that arrest stopping violent proce 
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I liave no doubt it would eocrease them. Mr. O'Connor is 
one of many leaders, and nmongst the more modernte. X)r. 

^Taylor is the most violent, and wishes, nothing more, to see 

^HO'Connor out of his way, they are enemies. Dr. Taylor 
^^Bvqaently oxltorts the multitude to the use of arms. Your 
^H^ace's barometer is however a very correct one ; white the 
^^PGbartists keep their arms we may suppose they intend to use 
^■tfaem — they do keep their arms. 

» " Under-Secretary, September 29th. — Last night came 

a report from Colonel Wemyss relative to disturbances 
nmongat the colhers at Poynton, He tells me the magis- 
trates are anxious to retain the troops until to-morrow ; 
mud I have, in consequence, directed him to enquire as to 
the origin of the dispute ; because, if the troops are called 
«jpoa to interfere in disputes which are wholly of a private 
nature, it is right the government should know how far 
either party may be in the wrong. These sorts of dia- 
turbauces are of a kind in which the magistrates, at whose 
disposal the troops may be placed, have a direct personal 
interefit, or may have. 

■' The same, October 2nd. — The disturbance in the col- 
lieries is unpleasant because it breaks the tranquillity, and 
may at any moment be turned to mischief by agitators. I 
hiotr it is a dlfQcult matter to mediate between master and 
■otkman, but if some one unconnected with these colliers 
Wte to speak to them they would hsten to reason, which 
U present does not seem the case. They seem not only 
nnieasonable but somewhat ferocious. I'erbaps Lord Nor- 
Binby would approve of my going to that part of the 
^ct, and, with the aid of Lord Vernon's agent, endea- 
'•"uiiig to restore peace. Reason and justice have generally 
UuilduB weight with bodies of men whose interest it is to 
liilen to iliera ; espeoially when tlie speaker has a muftistrnte, 
naj the law, and, not least, plenty of dragoons at his hack ! 
i-Jtry barrack in llie northern district is full, the dragoons 
hold Normanby wishes to withdraw from Carlisle, must 
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therefore go to Leeds, and the innkeepers there will then be 
as much incommoded as those of Carlisle are now. His 
lordship is no doubt aware that the squadron was sent to 
Carlisle at the request of the magistrates^ with a positiYe 
promise to find a barrack ; they hired a building and set 
workmen on, because I had refused troops until satisfied 
they were in earnest; yet the moment the troops arrived 
the workmen were struck off and the barracks refused!" 

Grave events were now to vindicate his prescience in 
opposition to that of the higher authorities, who though 
the violence employed at Birmingham, and the savage pro- 
secutions and sentences afterwards, had entirely crashed 
Chartism. Once more the spirit broke forth, and, accord* 
ing to his prediction, with more dangerous commotion is 
winter approached. 

" Journal, November 5th. — An outbreak at Newport in 
Wales, says rumour ; if true it is only what I had expected. 
It is said the soldiers wero defeated and numbers killed ; that 
is nonsense, there may be some killed, but a mob cannot 
beat troops unless under some extraordinary circumstances. 

" 0th. — The outbreak is true. There was a headlong 
attack, and thirty men of the 45th defeated 15,000 assail- 
ants : this last is an exaggeration, but it would take ft 
handful to beat thirtv soldiers. 

" 9th. — The Chartists swear they will not let the ball 
drop ; I believe them, but they must shew more pluck to 
make anything of it : they seem to have shown none 9X 
Newport, and nine or ten have been killed. 

"November 15th. — The steam is getting up here agai^ 
and the mayor has asked for nightly picquets : rumours hot^ 
the outposts also are rife. 

'* ICth. — If government means to defend the throne i^ 
must make preparation by giving the people their right^/ 
being ready also to resist outrage and defend social ordeT 
by having a strong police in every large town, and a stitf 
body of soldiers in this district. 
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" aOth. — The town of Bradford 13 getting unquiet, that 

IB the poor fellows are hungry, and tbe magi9trat<3s being in 

& funk have written to Lord Normnnby for more troops ; 

they shall have no more. I have given all iny commanding 

officers written inBtructions, as in auch a largo diathct I 

must command by tbe pen, which is difBcult, because orders 

are not obeyed unless looked to personally. Tbe cavalr)' 

itreescellent as to non-commieaioned officers and privates, 

ilieir defaulters are but nine to eleven of the infantry ; but 

tlieir officers really know little beyond fox-hunting, dancing 

and shooting : they are however a very fine set of young 

men, estreniely clever, and zealous also when put to tlieir 

work perfuree. Caring nothing for their profession, and 

iliinking it a bore, they know nothing of it. They are 

n'vcTihelcss the makings of the finest cavalry in the world, 

'"'lu); full of spirit and talent, with good looks, courage and 

Uooar ; in lino they are ready for anything hut the dull 

•wiaa of duly. Few of thorn mean to stay in the army, 

nd Ihey will not study. I could indeed make anything 

of them in a camp, but it is in vain to try in a district 

ubntdng nearly the half of England. Two things are 

Wlmo:— tbey will do their work with spirit when brought 

'" the iDiirk ; and the devil can't make them read." 

The next letter has reference to a political dinner, at 
■>liicb a Mr. Proby used opprobrious language about the 

IVuwD, ID the presence of Colonel Thomas and some officers 
tf the 20th Regiment. 
" November 22nd. — M'DonEdd's letter is very good, and 
I f^tH road the gentlemen the lecture on tbeir political 
' (fitvemccucc. Men at tbe head of troops are not to ex- 
'iilnt tiirir party politics ; nor are they to allow tbeir Sove- 
^pt to be reviled in their presence. What ! Officers sitting 
I iweijy to beat a young Queen abused 1 Fye ! What could 
I ^bchttvo done to merit this? It was not right. 
I "Uanchcsi«r, November 24th. — Rend the reprimand to 
} 1 "looel Thomas and the other officers concerned. The 
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truth is that. Colonel Thomas excepted, none of the poor 1 
fellows went with any political feeling at all, but oat of 
curiosity to hear Sir Francis Burdett speak, be being ex- 
pected. They all swear they heard no abuse of the Queen, 
yet Colonel Thomas must have been near Mr. Proby. How- 
ever, they had no business at a political dinner. 

"November 27th. — Bradford discontented, and every- 
where agitation. Alas ! with good cause. Want and misery, 
all that man can suflfer they suffer. 

"Lieut. Huband 8th Hussars, Nov. — The magistrates 
are more alarmed than there is occasion for. The meetings 
you mention go on in every other town prominent in 
Chartism, but are not likely to break out just now. The 
correspondence with Newport is not peculiar to Bradford; 
it was the same with Birmingham, Bolton, Carlisle &c., 
and the magistrates in each settled that their town was 
head-quarters for Chartism, which was not true. Manches- 
ter is the place, and there Feargus O'Connor arrived the 
night before the Newport affair. I tell you this in confi- 
dence, to show the necessity of seeking other information 
than that of magistrates, who are naturally influenced by 
local circumstances affecting their personal safety. Your old 
soldier of the Guards is just the man from whom to gain 
much information, ai)d if his going often to you might ex- 
pose him to danger he can write to me under a feigned 
name. Such men are invaluable, as their information is 
honest and loyal. 

"Under-Secretary, November 28th. — There has been a 
disturbance at Sheffield, but so imperfect a report has been 
sent I really cannot tell you more until I hear again ; the 
troops were called out, and almost immediately returned as 
the mob dispersed of itself, so nothing serious can have 
happened, but it marks a readiness for mischief that requires 
watching. 

"December 1st. — I enclose a paper — a Chartist plan of 
attack on Notts barracks, that came by post last night. I 
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> importance to it. The hiring of empty houses 
nm be easily watched, so can the crossinj; tlie river in a 
boat; BDil the instniction, said tn bi^ carried on in the 
oHadowa OTer tho river, cau also he liiseovered if it goes 
on.irhiclt I disbeheve in toto. No patriotiam could stand 
drill in low wot meadows, on n winter's night. If Mr. 
VroBi was sentenced to he drill sergeant under such circum- 
sunces he would forswear Chartism in a week ! But while 
I bold this paper to be a trick to make us fidgetty, I am verj' 
snrp tho Chartists are everywhere at work, and the terrible 
nalaof distress in this town is both pitiable and dangerous, 
(or tliere are certuinly two thousand people starving. I am 
K«iuR to meet tho mayor in hopes of doing something 
1" relieve these poor persons, it is quite horrible to see them, 
wd to know that many who are not seen to beg are in 
'till greater want. I hope the people here will in prudence, 
if not from compassion, do something to relieve the suffer- 
**i6r when men beg in bodies they will soon do worse. 
^BJotrma], December 1st. — An anonymous letter come, 
^^^a Chartist plan. Poor creatures, their threats of 
WKKk are miserable. With half a. cartridge, and half a 
pike, with no money, no discipline, no skilful leaders, they 
'oald aiinck men with leaders money and discipline, well 
, and having sixty rounds a man. Poor men ! A 
What good did a republic ever do? What 
^triU it ever do? 

—The streets of this town are horrible. The poor 
ibg people go about by twenties and forties, begging, 
tbont ibe least insolence ; and yet some rich villains, 
) fbohsh women, choose to say they try to extort 
It is a lie, an infernal lie, neither more uor less: 
Ihing can exceed the good behaviour of these poor 
', except it be their cruel suiferings. 

ipuke to the mayor about a subscription : — the 

t OMjor, Mr. Roworth. He Joius me in all my 

Hhe thrice- accursed new poor law. its basliles. 
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and its gaardians. Lying title ! They guard nothing, sot 
even their own carcases, for they so outrage misery that if 
a civil war comes they will, he immediately sacrificed. 

'* 4th. — I have spent the whole morning with the town 
magistrates, many of whom seem to think the distress quite 
light, others the contrary. The day after my letter de- 
scribing the misery, the statement of which I had chiefly 
from the mfiyor, the gaardians of the poor-house issued a 
notice that they would supply those in distress out of the 
poor-house : on the 30th of November I saw their list of 
1200 people destitute, and that number rapidly increased. 
It is clear therefore that the mayor was right in what he 
told me and I repeated to you ; for if, as some magistrates 1 
assert, there is very little distress, why did the board of 
guardians put forth their notice of out-door relief? AbA 
why is there a meeting called to relieve the poor? 

" Sir Hew Eoss, December 7th. — In answer to your 
question I think a mixed force is the best, because, if the 
Chartists take proper means of fighting in a town we know 
cavalry can do little better than get out of it with all pos- 
sible speed. Horsemen cannot charge people in garrets, 
and they cannot sit in their saddles while chests of drawers, 
bedsteads, stones, tiles &c., to say nothing of musquetry, 
are poured from the said garrets. Therefore cavalry are 
only useful to bully a mob, and save the lives of those who 
compose it, by chopping them a little instead of destroying 
them by fire-arms. A hundred fellows may get ugly-looking 
gashes that would frighten a thousand of their companions 
into the vigorous use of their legs. But ninety of the 
chopped hundred men would be as well as ever in a week, 
and so proud of their wounds, as to resolve to live all their 
lives on their past glory, and never again look a dragoon 
in the face. My own opinion is, that had a troop of horse 
alone been at Newport the men would have been destroyed, 
or defeated ; and a pretty flare uj), would have run like 
wild fire to Carlisle. I have been long preaching to the ' 
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L'' >vcniment to uniw both arms, but they will not though 
! '^T give me no refusal. I am slinckled by ' will be fully 
'usiden^" — there is not such a pair of maoncles in all 
'•■■wgRte ns ibat sentence. I only hope that the full con- 
'lemiion may not be given in shiipe of a crowner's quest 
■ '^r the bodies of thirty dragoons in billets : there are 
ibinpB which will not hear the future tense, and this is one, 

" I am for joining horse and foot together on all excur- 
sions ; if hard pressed tlie dragoons could take the iufimtry 
bebind tliem for ten miles, which would enable the latter 
to make thirty miles a day without any great fiKigue. It 
would be well to practise them at tbia. I will do so here 
snd tell you how we get on : hut though I have given you 
my opinion let it not bind you, we are too far asunder for 
any interference should we be turned out. 

" Colonel Thorn, December 0th. — I ought, when at Bir- 
rainghara. lo have gone out to your house, but meeting Mr. 
CoUia ai bla warehouse I found Lira so agreeable nnd well 
iulormetl, and so obliging withiil, that he enabled me to see 
"bni I much wished, the manufacture of fire-arnis. Secret 
iufbnnAlimi from Sir H. Ross says there is deoidcdly a cor- 
n{iOQdeni:e going on between the Chartists in England and 
tbo« of France; his informant is, he tells me, worthy of 
tnni and confidence: the delnils have been sent to the 
wcrrtary of state. It. is necessary you should know all I 
know ; but let it go no further, unless you tiiink it would 
WTO »ny clue to your police chief for watching stray French- 
men, Depend upon it, if your chaps turn out, I will send 
"^ery man that can he spared to you ; but my force has 
"*n so dispersi'd by the secretary of state, that if a row 
tfgins to save Frost I doubt whether there will be a man 
to spiire. The word with the Chartists here is We will die 
^ hu dies, alluding to Frost: there is much humbug and 
^'pnnring in all this. 

"hake of Portland, December Stii, — I have lo thank 
Tonr grace for the information you have been pleased to 
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give me. Whatever discrepancy there may be in the details, 
which come &om various sources^ the cream of the whole 
seems to be, that the Chartists are endeavouring .to make a 
push to save Frost and carry forward their own plans : I do 
not believe they can do either if we are circumspect 

"A letter from Merthyr Tydvil yesterday, states that 
Colonel Considine says, he came to Newport with contempt 
for the Chartists, but he now thinks, if they attack they 
will be too much for the troops there, numerous as they 
are. I do not believe Colonel Considine either said, or thinks 
this " — he never said so, he was too good a soldier. — " We 
all know how words are put into men's mouths ; but I tell 
your grace this, to shew that the opinion in that neighbour* 
hood is that the Chartists are strong ; and if they get the 
advantage there, it will run north like wild fire, but will I 
think be put down and punished as rapidly. 

" O'Connor must be wrong in saying Frost was forced 
into an outbreak; it seems plain he expected to succeed 
against thirty men, and the success was to be a signal. As 
to private assassination, it is very possible and very prac- 
ticable, but will have no useful effect for their cause : for 
example, if they shoot me from behind a hedge the magis- 
trates have in reserve one hundred and sixty-four other 
major-generals, all anxious to be employed : Bobadil him- 
self could hardly slay us all ! And if they did, it would 
only be a godsend to the colonels. 

"Lord Fitzroy Somerset, December 10. — Mr. Phillipps 
has from me information received from Sir H. Koss. It 
contains an account, given by Dr. Taylor to a Chartist 
meeting, of an intercourse carried on between the Chartists 
in London and the disaffected in Paris, and exhorting the 
Chartists to be ready with their arms. Ross seems to place 
much faith in his secret informant, but much cannot be 
placed in Dr. Taylor, and supposing the doctor s statement 
correct it signifies very little. I imagine neither English 
nor French party can be of any use to each other ; for by 
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1) ir_ TbjIot's nccount llie French are ploHiug a^ftinst their 
owx) ting, and consequently oan have no funds but what 
lli»y want liemselvcB : it is uot now ns when a French king 
Ea.[>plie4l English maboncents. Dr. Taylor Bays tbe uoi- 
responJence is carried on by Frenchmen at bolh Btdes of 
tbe wttt^r. 

"Lord Normanby, December 10th. — Mr. U- has iho 

chaj^ctLT of being a great alarmist, and by all I hear ho 
has reason, for he is extremely odious tn tlie people. I 
l't;licve be has the confidence of the Duke of Portland, and 
tlieir sources of informaLion ai-e liie same. Takiiii,' llio 
rream of the many informations received from various part^i, 
it is possible some ill-arranged commotion may take plact; 
ift Frust's favour; but nowhere is there evidence of .an 
iirgnnized plan : the only thing of the kind was continued in 
the poper sent to Mr. Piiillipps on the 1st instant. It siiys 
inoii drill in the meadows over the river, bnt unless thou- 
sands do this there is ni> danger; and if there were but 
Imndrcda ihey would he discovered : so, whether begun or 
I to begin, that matter is nonsense. The whole affair is folly, 
h They ure, Jt la said, to cross and recross in a boat to avoid 
K b«ing observed passing ibe bddge : it would Cake the whole 
H^ iDgbtto pass a thousand men and the constables could not 
^^k ftilki gbserve it. Then drilling in a marsh in winter! It 
^^K teolil require more hardy men to Jo that than the poor 
^^B *«inng devils here, half clutbed and starving: they ure 
^^H BOck more up to sotting fire to houses than such cold 

H "igaia. we are told thoy are to hire empty houses, just 

I Itfiire the outbreak, aud filling them with combustibles fire 
"■otfpwTi in many places: this is more probable than the 
tailing, and pleasanter, I havft btigged the mayor to get 
*liM of empty houses, and wi> shall natch those who hire 
b nonte; for do information is to be despised, it would be 
f dttdrnl to be taken unawares. I also informed t).e mBg:iR- 
s ID the neighbonrbood of Hheapshend iiboni ilio pikes 
vot, H. y 



08 LIFE OF CHARLES JAMES NAPIER. [IMP. 

and drilling, and this morning received their answers: ilm 
only speak of rumours of drilling. On the other hand, 
great distress, great fervour amongst Frost's friends, great 
party excitement, and great numhers being armed and eager 
to do mischief, are all facts which may lead to unorganized 
risings in different places without system, or means of being 
sustained, and which will neither be simultaneous nor diffi- 
cult to suppress. That Frost's trial may bring all to a head 
is very probable, but the troops are staunch and everywhere 
on the alert. I always speak however of safety in the district 
with regard to the present moment, being far from thinking 
we are safe in a general point of view. There is no dimino* 
tion of Chartist principles ; they have only assumed a more 
cautious and religious garb, adjourning from the market- 
place to the church ; and that is tlie only very clear indi- 
cation of a directing power, working systematically, which 
I have been able to trace. 

" December 12tli. — Dr. Taylor told the meeting to be ready 
with their arms ; that be had seen two revolutions, one in 
Greece one in France, and hoped soon to see one in Eng- 
land. This was received with loud cheers and cries of *we 
are ready.' He said he did not wisli them to injure others, 
but their neighbours were rolling in plenty and he supposed 
those he addressed were too fond of their wives and children 
to let them starve, and that they would dust their oppressors' 
coats well. This is the upshot as to what they were to do ; 
but he added that six Frenchmen were employed carrying on 
a correspondence with the disaffected in France— two in 
Paris, two in liOndon, two as couriers. The palace of Louis 
Philippe was to be lighted without gas, but whether that 
was to be the general signal or not I forget. Taylor had 
another meeting on Sunday, and told them, in his sermon, 
that he would repent his caution to be ready as they would 
be wanted before three weeks. Sir H. Ross writes tliat the 
borough magistrates take no cognizance of what passes out 
of their jurisdiction, and the only county one, residing in 



EPOCH XU, PEItlOD T.-N". DISTEICT. 



01) 



a itnmfdiato neighbouriiood of Dalaton, prefers bunting in 
a distant part of the country to looking ufter liis neiglibours : 
90 Dr. Tnylor and Lis followers Lave full scope to follow their 
own invfQtions. 

" Deoember I4tb. — The sound jtidgmeut displnyed in the 
e:tceilent noi^ received from iba Rev. J. H. Haroilton of 
Sbeapabend, which I enclose, will put Lord NonuanUy at 
ease, so far as regarda the part of the country from which it 
comes : it seems a just course between the etfervescence of 
(lu nfarmist and the stagnation of those wbo will see no 
dniifjer. 

"Report to the HomeOffice,Decemhor22nd. — I have been 
to Bradford, where the magistrates are in much iipprehen- 
sion of popular violence, resulting from the acctdentnl union 
of tlin-t' eiiuses, viz. Chartism, disirois, nud i^rost's ti'ial. 
Wlwllier tlie magistrates over or undor rute the dsmger I 
will not say, being afraid of ignorantly jumping to a con- 
clusion ; but I imagine, that while ibero is some dangor in 
Bradford from tlie above causes, there ia not that orgauizii- 
lion, or concert with the Newport people, wliich the magis- 
trates apprvhond. With regard to the civil force, 1 800 special 
uonatablca have been sworn, who are to assemble on tlie ring- 
ing of the largest and smallest bells of the parish church ; the 
D posU for these men are various, and have been pointed 
Tbeae special constables, though perhaps not very va- 
XiVould sone to guard tiie court-bouse, and secure those 
n the magistrates ordered the military to arrest. There 
fliirty-lwo watchmen under a chief, who would bo useful 
i body-guard to iha magistrates, among whom there is 
,t would not easily be bullied by a mob : I mean Mr. 
jbj^n. Not that I would insinuate the want of spirit 
W other magistrates, but Mr. Thompson has, apparently, 
1 decided east of character and clearness of expression, 
t; acting will) Lieutenant Huband of the Btli Hussars 
* foil of inlelligenco and energy, nothing would be left, 
t the civil and military force could e!i'L-i.t. 
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'^ Such are the arraDgements made for the present, and 
I hope Lord Hill and Lord Normanby may consider them 
sufficient, even supposing the utmost fears of the magis- 
trates should be realized. I must say also that those gen- 
tlemen seem both vigilant and resolute, qualities which will 
in my opinion be sufficient to prevent mischief. But in 
great manufacturing towns, such as Bradford, an efficient 
police under a single commissioner is absolutely necessary 
to give the law its proper tone and energy, and to prevent 
the necessity of demanding the aid of troops on minor oc- 
casions: the distress in Bradford is however very great 
The magistrates told me the guardians imder the new poor 
law have a great latitude given to them for relieving all that 
are in real want. I hope they use this power fireely, for par- 
simonious conduct would at this moment produce very great 
danger. 

" Duke of Portland, December 24. — I have the honour to 
acknowledge your grace's letter. I have also a letter from 
your informant, and two letters have reached me from Car- 
lisle and from a Northumberland magistrate, both giving 
as near as possible the same information. I am not the 
least afraid of the pensioners failing in duty under autho* 
rity : but they viust be Chartists. Situated as they are, 
dispersed and single, common sense tells us that these poor 
fellows would be the first to whom the Chartists would apply 
for military instruction ; and how could the poor pensioner, 
alone in his hamlet, refuse ? Would it not be to sign his 
death-warrant ? But take him out of his village, place him 
under a chief, and the scene changes; he has then an excuse 
tft be loyal and death awaits treason. 

*' Under-Secretary, December 29th. — Dr. Taylor says the 
two Frenchmen carrying on the Chartist correspondence with 
France lived in the same house with himself; perhaps it 
might be useful to find out if Frenchmen really live in that 
house, which no doubt is known to the police. For my part 
I think this supposed correspondence, if it exists, must be 
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ft mere trial between tlia leaders which can cheat the other, 

nnd it will die when they discover that neither have cash, I 

bear that Mr. Frost's lawyer baa written a circular to the 

Chtiriists, roquesting them not to risB in his favour, or onm- 

mjt nny violence till after the trial, as any disturbance would 

be B serious injury to bis client. The Duke of Portland's 

!t informant says something is to happen here to-night. 

bn't believe ! 

Journal, December. — I have certain information Uiat 

fire balls and caltrops are being prepared here and at 

Sheffield for an outbreak : — pretty Christmas gambols ! I 

miber uneasy about Bradford ; and everywhere-^.e ma- 

■ntes are in great alarm. Bradford ia the only weak 

it, hut the Hussars there have been reinforced by in- 

,ry from Hull. If attacked, each post must fight for 

llf lustily, while I collect a reserve to march as events 

ly dictate. T have certain intelligence that many sales of 

ipowder have been made to countrymen tliis week, ex- 

" ig what has ever been known before. Was it to 

fbere ? No, to the poorer people and to strangers. 

ia looks as if Johnny Bull was getting restive. Poor 

fellow! No woudor! But the whole quantity sold would 

Out famish more than 8000 cartridges ! Poor wretches, 

_Abj sniely will not provoke war witli such a miserable 



I' Thus closed the first year of his command, and the story 
may be fitly terminated with the following reSecdons 
tted fifom his secret Journal. 
ITiere are queer fellows in this world. Every day I 
the same stupid opinions expressed, and the same 
iftnd for what are called 'vigorous measures:' — that is 
hanging a dozen men called agitators : that ia to 
■n who difier in opinion from the men who de- 
theii death. A pretty mode of governing ! The 
are disuontented because they want food : a few men 
or bolder than tlie crowd, either fi'om evil de^gn. 
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for their own gain, or from honest indignation, or from wis- 
dom, or some other cause, speak aloud what they think will 
relieve the people and are believed. These speakers are 
called demagogues, and your vigorous people would bang 
them. Well, they are hanged ! Are the people fed by 
that ? No ! They become more angry, more vindictiTe, 
and the peril of the country is greater. Such is the result 
of vigorous measures, so called, but which are reaUy idiot 
measures. What then is to be done ? says John Donkey 
the member, the legislator, the statesman ! Why feed the 
people Johnny, and give them votes, short parliaments, 
ballot: give them their rights. Here we are on the eve 
of an outbreak. What good will victory do ? The people, 
beaten in the field, will resort to assassination and fire, and 
thus become entirely demoralized by bad government 

** Radical cure being rejected by our government, let us 
consider expedients. I am now ordered to keep permanent 
detachments at Newcastle-under-Lyne ; detachments at Dur^ 
ham ; detachments at Cockermouth : my force will soon be 
frittered down to a corporal s guard. This is playing the 
Chartists' game, and the greatest danger may be appre- 
hended : — danger of being tainted if we are not careful^ 
and of being cut off if we come to blows. I dread a small 
war of posts, we could not carry on such a struggle. We 
must keep together in barracks, and have paid magistrates 
and a well-oi^anized police in all the manufacturing towns : 
thus the troops would not be called upon until it comes to a 
civil war. Moreover it is not decent to have the law of the 
land upheld by soldiers at every turn : if that is necessary 
what sort of law must it be ! The principle upon which 
government should act, is conciliation on one side and a 
strong hand to repress outrage on the other. Speaking only 
as a general officer, I say that government must have a 
strong police with paid magistrates, to uphold the law with- 
out calling for troops on every occasion : the soldier forms 
the reserve and should not be the advanced guard. 
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" There is a regular correspoutlence between the French 
and Euglish Chartists, the object of both being to get 
money from each other. Formerly the French paid the 
Sydneys and Bussells &c. to keep England in trouble, 
l^latters are different now. The French Republicans are 
beggarly cut- throats, and neither will nor can help our 
koaves ; their object is pillage : the very essence of re- 
publicanism is pillage. The moment a clever or indus- 
trious man gets more than his neighbours they desire 
to pull him down. This is their creed in France. Our 
Chartists will get no money from the French Liberals. 
Their friendship will soon cease ; for it may be taken as an 
axiom, that when individuals, or bodies, lay taxes on each 
other all anion soon dissolves : a friend who borrows and 
does not pay becomes an enemy ! " 
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Chartist commotion was not ended, but previous to re- 
suming that story, some purely military correspondence shall 
illustrate the general's care for discipline even when unsup- 
ported by those in authority ; for to oppose mismanagement 
in high places was the struggle of his life. 

"Major , December. — Let me give you advice: 

never put into a list of real grievances things which are ima- 
ginary ; they do away with the eflfect. The barracks are 
dangerous, filthy, all you say ; but when you add that there 
are no means of keeping the soldiers within bounds yon 
make me laugh. What would you do if they were in billets ? 
Yet I should expect you to be in excellent order in billets: 
it is discipline, not stone walls, that keeps soldiers in bounds. 
Then, one- half of your accommodation is stone-floored. My 
dear sir, I have been for nine months in a lodging with stone 
floors, and my wife and daughters bear them very well : sol- 
diers must not be so delicate ; my own room is just seven 
feet by ten, and stone-floored ! 

"Major Gregory. — I know of no reason why the soldier 
should got worse rations in the Isle of Man than he does at 
Newcastle. A man is not forced to be a contractor, and there 
is no pretence for cheating the soldier out of his food : I am 
therefore at a loss to understand Lieutenant D 's allow- 
ing the rations in the Isle of Man to be inferior to what are 
issued in England. I laid the misconduct of the contractor 
before Lord Hill and the master-general of the ordnance ; 

they have taken it up, and give Lieutenant D full power 

to protect the soldiers from the cheating vagabond : yet the 
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lientenaot is so weak as lo let him have his own way, ami 
still give rations that he, the lieutenant, does not consider 
miiial to what ore issued in England. He thus establishes ii , 
precedent for giving in the Isle of Man worse rations than in 
England. It is not less cheating, but no cheating of tlie 
soldier at nil that I want, 

"Major Wilson, Decemher. — I liave ordered a court- 
mnrtial on the man who made a frivolous complaint of 
Ensign B , but you must order Captain Egerton to 

Kllain to his subaltern, that I consider him nearly as much 
blame as the private. Had he formerly done his own 
ty at Newcastle, as a good officer, tliia man would Iiave 
had too much respect for him to dare a frivolous charge : 
but seeing that in a moment of hardship hia oificer took 
more cure of himself than of his men he tost that respect 
luob ought to exist. 
" Captain Egerton must explain to this young officer 
t carelessness in duty leads to, namely, commission uf 
i, and infliction of punishment on soldiers by those very 
I whose conduct set them a bad example : officeni 
old never forget that they are judges as well as officers. 
1 Egerton is. I hear, a soldier who will do what I want. 
4 U I want, viz. instruct his subalterns, and not reprov- 
^ %ly, but kindly. There is no better lesson in command tlian 
lo let captains teach their officers and privates. It imposes 
fsponsibility, obliges tbem to reflect on then- own duties, 
snit gives a facility for explaining themselves to others: for 
'Itis reason I always like to see officers attached to the same 
Mmpany na far as is practicable. My wish is to have every 
t^cer under my conimnnd know that I watch his conduct. 
l'*ily 1 hdve to eoiiiinu couns- martial, and it is my duty lo 
W^rtain ibe general conduct of those who bring men to 
"ill; but also I lose no opportunity of bringing to Lord 
Uill'it notice all officers' and privates' names that in any way 
iilingiiiah themselves: to do otherwise would be unjust. 
"Lieutenant-Colonel Custance. — I have approved and 
F 3 
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confirmed the sentence on Sweeney, but think it very severe ; 
.two months with hard labour would be sufficient : however, 
it is left to you to remit if you like. The disturbance in the 
room was very serious, so was striking the corporal ; bat we 
know youngsters will get drunk, and two months would be a 
sharp lesson. You have however a difficult task with so 
many detachments, and I do not like to add to your work 
by injudicious lenity : do as you please, but I have before 
me a lighter sentence on a rascal of the 7th Dragoon Guards, 
for desertion, with tliree former convictions for desertion, in- 
solence to his captain and theft ! I wish you to tell the court 
that, although to avoid the bad effect of revision the sentence 
is confirmed, it makes me sorry to see such severe sentences: 
they do no good. Had this man been sentenced only to two 
months it would have had more effect. 

" The same. — I agree with you in not remitting punish- 
ments ; it very rarely does good, and need seldom be de- 
manded in a regiment where a colonel and his officers are 
all together, because they come to a certain degree of under- 
standing as to the quantity of punishment to apply to each 
crime, nnd in all cases revision is easy, the court being in the 
next room. But very different is the situation of a general 
officer. A revision by him is a tedious affair. Suppose six- 
teen courts-martial come to me by a single post, as once 
happened, then the expence of postage and the detention of 
the man all combine to make revisal bad. To revise courts- 
martial adds much to my labours, for I read a court-martial 
twice over, in some cases three times, and again when it 
comes back ! 

*' Look also at the extraordinary sentences passed. Not a 
fortnight ago a man of bad character deserted and was a few 
days av/ay before being caught : the court sentenced him to 
two ycai*8' imprisonment, witli hard labour and alternate 
months of solitary confinement ! A lance corporal was at 
the same time sentenced to one mouth solitaiy confinement 
for being drunk when commanding a picquet — drunk on duty 
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A Bocb a t4me us this! And now Sweeney's een fence of 
fuur moDttis ! where, as you justly observe, there was none of 
ibtj knockiDg-down system ; for if there had heen the sentenoe 
of four tnonihs would be just. The corporal's crime wns far 
greater ti&n Sweeney's, especially in these times ; yet I think 
lbs corporal's sentence sufficient, nnd that it will have mons 

EL thau a heavier one. Heavy sentences compel me i'> 
t: wben sent^nceit are light I have no scruple ttbout 
mnn getting a little more than another for the same 
re; bnt when one man has weeks and another months 
iJie eatne fault, I am Decesearily obliged to remit a 
on of the latter. Everything confirms my opinion 
that a corps of judge-advocates should be formed, one of 
nbom should attend every court to establish a uniform 
system. I mean to propose this to Lord Hill when there is 
mors time. 

"Journal. January Ist, 1840. — Last night a dragoon was 

&re<l at while passing through the street : three constabh's 

lienrd, and tvo saw the shot fired, yet they did not catch the 

man. 

" 2nd. — A wntry at Haydook Lodge fired upon. 

"' 4tli, — Sale of gunpowder goes on briskly in Nottingham. 

iiui I hare seen some of the fire-balls ; they are mischievous 

lor uudefeuded houses and frightening peaceable citizens. 

but ridiculous as weapons of battle. Lord Normanby hii« 

^^ired me to oU'er £200 for discovering the man who firrd 

•t ilie dragoon, but I will not do so ; the thing has made iic 

t»lt and £1000 would not find the man ; it is only shewini; 

"HI iKulh witliout biting; let us shut our mouths and thv 

Mill be unnoticed. 

"Under-Secretary, January lat. — I enclose some infonim- 

> iBoeived last night from Mr. Boworth, mayor of Not- 

I, a gentleman of whom it v.-ould be difBeult to sponk 

highly. The inforumLiona coma from only a fiw ol 

B who sell gunpowder ; the rest are supposed tn bi^ 

biniiite who ^^ould not speak the truth. I cannot say lui.> 
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mucli of the mavor. His active benevolence and 'watchfol- 
ness are most praisewortliv ; and the good feeling of the 
people under very severe suSering is admirable. Meanwhiley 
taking tlie powder sold these three months past at 800 lbs- 
it will make 7200 cartridges : to be on a level witt»- 
Foldiers sixty rounds are required for each man, and thi^ 
gives cartridges for only 120 men ! Allow twelve times th 
quantity to be sold, it provides U-10 men for Nottingb 
and its vicinitv ; and of their firelocks one thousand woul 
not go off, and forty would be cast away on the first shot 
about four hundred undisciplined men would remain to d 
with, and a wet day would put the four hundred on a 
with the rest. 

" The same, January 5th. — All we can leam abont th 
gunpowder, is that there are 60 or 80 people who sell it i 
this town. I send a letter from the mayor, who says, i 
be called his colleagues together about paying any one, 
referred to in this letter, there would be discussion for twc^ 
davs, the whole town would know it and it would be finally^ 
refused. As to tlie watcli committee, he might as well con^ 
suit the Chartists, for they would know all that passed in ten. 
minutes afler tlie council had fixed any point. As to the 
reward for discovering the man who fired at the dragoon ; be- 
fore doing so it is right to state that the firing has made no 
talk, and, strange to say, has not got into the local paper : 
II reward would perhaps do what this vagabond has failed to 
do, viz. create alarm. 

" Lord Normanby, Januarj- 6th. — The mayor gives me the 
following information from excellent authority. 

" The Chartists have what they call rockets, which they 
believe will, if tlurust into a window, blow the roof off a 
house. Their anns are chiefly pistols, and they have cast a 
vast quantity of halls. Their plan is to attack the middle 
classes and reduce them to the same state of poverty with 
themselves. They have no fear of tlie soldiers, because they 
mean to go about in small parties of fives and sixes accord- 
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f to iheir classes and eectiona, with tbeir nrma hidden and 

b aa noi 10 ultrHct attention by their no m bora. These small 

I are suddenly to attack Iiouses with their rockets, 

■t do not purpose to kill anyone — how avoid it? The 

inicnt any Chartist is convictud, whetlier it be Frost 

\ any other, this warfare is to begin and all labour instantly 

■e mayor has a strong belief in his informant, 

a ft Chartist but opposed to physical force. 

" Journal, January 5tii. — Great abuse of me in a Man- 

ler paper for my district order. I issued it to prevent 

xlstied, and believe it did so : I would again issue it 

r the circumstances. Had I not issued it some attempt 

old have been made on tlie troops and the blood of some 

K>r people spilled. 

* lOtb. — Colonel Martin writes from Sheffield, that he has 
ieitive infortnntion as to an attack on him to-morrow. 

' 11 ih. — Met all the magistrates. 

* 12th. — Patrolled all last night. Saw the Chartist sen- 
lels in tlie streets; we knew they were armed with pistols, 

i I advised tlie magistrates not to meddle with them, 

BKing these men could do no good ; it would not stop 

I if they were all hanged ; and as they oHbred no 

plence, why starve their wretched families and worry theoi 

1 ■ long imprisonment? I repeat It, Chartism cannot be 

ipped, God forbid that it should ; what we want is to stop 

e ietliDg loose n large body of armed cut-throats upon the 

lie My wish is to prevent an oulbrenk, not to provoke 

The magislrates, happily, agreed witli me, and my 

lUeot friend William Kowortb, the mayor, was worth a 

^ " Oolontd Wemyss, January 1 Ith. — The Duke of Portland 
Tiles, that he has positive information of a general rising 
■« Ul(o pliioo to-morrow, Sunday : I do not believe it. 
"Lord Fiizroy. — I am aware of the Duke of Portland's 
How far his informant may be credited I cannot 
% bat doubt mucli that any outbreak will happen until 
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an order for the execution of a Chartist airiye6 at Mon- 
moath, when outrage may happen. 

"Under-Secretary, January 12th. — Last night Colonel 
Martin s report came from Sheffield. It coincides with the 
intelligence sent by the Duke of Portland, that a rising is to 
take place this night. Another report from Lieutenant Ha- 
band, at Bradford, contains nearly the same statement, but 
he says, the report was, that the outbreak was for the 10th. 
Lieutenant Huband's report was on rumour, Colonel Mar- 
tin s on depositions sworn before magistrates. These things 
made me consult the mayor, who called the magistrates to* 
gether and we agreed that nothing more is necessary than 
to be on the alert. We could not, I think, be so quiet if 
desperate work was close at band ; men's nerves would shew 
excitement and give warning. Colonel Martin tells me there 
is not a single magistrate in Sheffield ! 

" Lord Fitzroy, January 13tii. — Last week I drew out the 
garrison, posting a chain of picquets, which would, on an in- 
road by the Chartists of Sutton and Arnold, bar entry into 
Nottingham. Three days ago a rifleman, drinking in a 
public-house, was asked by a countryman — Why did your 
general take out the soldiers ? The rifleman not wishing to 
say what he thought answered, Our general is a doctor as 
well as a general, and as the weather was fine he thought a 
little exercise would be good for the men's health. Don't 
gammon me with your doctor, said the man and took from 
his breast a plan with the position of each picquet marked, 
having riflemen and dragoons written over each, and the 
exact number of men. None of your doctor gammon, no 
one could get into the town to help his friend without the 
general's leave ! The plan was drawn with pen and ink, 
and the soldier tried to get it, but the other would not let 
him touch it. 

" Journal, 14th January. — An attack has taken place at 
Sheffield, feeble, badly arranged and base. Martin's dra- 
goons frightened tlie rioters, no lives were lost, but one poor 
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tliasentiDg preacher vas badly wouQtIed ; many prisonerB 
tnkea. The insurgents shot the poor prencher wantonly, for 
lliere was no firingf, it was the deed of sorao rufiiiin. This 
la ft danger which must te u conaequenue of an armed 
nultitudi! riraug: ruffians will murder, burn, and plunder, 
Jevastnting where there are not troops to queli them. 

•■ 15ih. — The sale of gunpowder conlinuea, ail is however 
qaiet, but only in consequence of the troops being on the 
alert. 

" JiiDuary lOlli. — Anniversary of the battle of Corun&! 
Ob thai I should have outlived that day to be at war with 
my own countrymen 1 belter be dead than hve to see aciril 
war. 

'■ I7tli. — An attempt to fire the barracks at Bamsley on 
the Idlb, but Lieutenant Yates of the Ist Dragoons behaved 
<vith a. good sense and presence of mind that baffled the iit- 
tttnipt. 

" Lieutenant-Colonel Martin, January 17th, — The papers 
have Dot treated you fairly, your promptness in advancing 
ag&inst the incendiories was certainly wbaf saved tlie town 
horn being fired. However the government is aware of the 
faci. for I sent your report to Lord Normauby: from that, 
iliuujjh you give htile more than a sialement of facts, it i^ 
'|uit« plain that your arrangements did tbe job. 

"Colonel W. Napier, January 19lh. — Misery is nmning 

fiot through tbe greatest part of this district, that is to say 

ilvDD|;h tbe manufacturing parts; tbe agricultural parti^ 

'''i&a lesti perhaps, at all events being less condensed it 

" less pcrcepiihle. At Nottingham tbe gentry are really 

^'^ good-natured : ihij mayor and one or two more got up 

' mueting, (md iu a few days near i£4000 was subscribed, 

iJisiiite of tlie exertions of the poor law people, who said 

''; were encouraging idleness. The poor here have resolved 

I <u ilit! mlhcr than gu into the union houses, and I have not 

■■to leut donbt tliut numbers would have starved sooner 

^^K go U]«re ; certainly they would have resisted hunger 
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until the feebler bodies of their children perished, or been so 
reduced as never to recover their health. Many who w&e 
willing were reiused admittance. I know of an old man who 
being starving was told — Oh, you can't have anything to- 
day, come again on Thursday. But I have gone two days 
without food and shall be dead before Thursday. Oh, we 
can't help that, you must weather the storm as others do. 
And he would have died if the mayor had not fed him. 

" Now for what I saw, and which is not * quite without 
foundation ! ' as the poor law folks tell you all stories of 
suffering are. Being at the police on Christmas nighty the 
rain falling heavily, the mayor said to me. General you shall 
see a case. A pretty young woman came in, she could bardl? 
move, being on the point of child-birth : she had been refused 
entrance at the union, and had one child in her arms and 
another at her breast. She had entered the town that morn- 
ing, seeking her husband, who was a hod-man going abou^ 
for work : she had no acquaintance, no shelter, was wet^ 
half dead with cold, and about to be delivered in the streets* 
She was willing to go into tlie poor-house and was refused t 
They abused her for being what she owned she was, but said 
very quietly Tell me what I am to do, either good or bad 7 
The mayor said. What does her goodness or badness signify T 
It is not a case of morality but of destitution, and her chil- 
dren are not bad. De\nl a bit would the poor-house folk^ 
take her in. The mayor then asked the other magistrate to 
join with him in signing an order to force Uie poor-hous^ 
keeper, but was refused. And this excellent mayor is abuseA- 
because in giving help with the subscription money he re— 
lieves men of Chartist principles. 

" There is one family here that would save a city front 
God's wrath. Wrights the bankers. Mr. Smith W^right is 
one of the firm, and a better fellow never rolled in riches, as 
I believe he does. However the misery is so horrid, the 
poor law rules are necessarily broken and put aside, and 
relief out of doors is given perforce. We have 800 men 
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piuil by ihe private subscription ; an^, horror of horrors ! 200 
of tliL-m rank Chartists, employed by tiio mayor's order, at 
which some people here cannot sleep in their beds : they 
would ere this have slept less if they had a ' vigorous mayor,' 
for the town would have been burned. My firm belief is 
tlint it has been saved by tlie good heart and good sense of 
Boworlh the mayor, more than by anytliing else :— if we are 
saved, for the Chartists have prepared a quantity of com- 
bustibles nud are exceedingly ferocious. There are quite 
enough of rascals amongst them to fire the town ; and also 
many good fellows so enraged at viUany, such as I have de- 
^JBobed, aa to be ready for any violence, though they would 
^^het it when they saw what would happen. 
^^B^'Bolh tliese chtsses are very dongenius, but the cowardice 
^^mwn is absolutely ridicnlous. One night, when out with 
lU dragoons, n mob of 2000 followed and assailed us with 
abuse so violent as to make me fear they would end with 
Btiines, a large heap being at hand. Thinking they would 
have some respect for me, I told the magistrate and the 
dragoons to ride on while I spoke to the mob, and I 
rwlc hack done. To my surprise all fied, pushing each 
other down in their haste. At Sheffield not a man faced 
Hat dragoons ; fire and assassination are their weapons, and 
mim dieir nature, because they are driven to that course, the 
r law being the goud to keep them going. That law 
D ft great measure, only new in name, for they 
• out-door relief everywhere in the manufacturing dis- 
tt; bnt they still separate parents and children, which 
O will not hear, and tliey are right. The hatred to 
i*Uw is not confined to Charlista, nor to the poor, it cre- 
MChartists, it mokes them sanguinary; they mean to spare 
D one that has a good coat if they once gel lo work : in 
a all boll, or likely to be so in England. 
"PbIw Bussy, the great Chartist leader at Bradford, has 
; h» refused to join in the physical-force work and they 
J to murder him. They now want to burn towns. 





LIFE OF CHARLES JAMES SAl 

witli ftU tlie sick, and infants, and aged! AW this bat 
provoked, but sane men cannot join in such bloody «i 
My district order got into the papers God knows lit 
certainly not with my tionsent or knowledgi). Tbe I 
was, iliat I had positive int'ormatioD of aD intended geat 
attempt to fire all our barrack. Our oflGcers were eil 
worn out by constant threats, or over-anxious, and vi 
harassing their men, who, on the other hand were. Uioi 
I believe perfectly loyal, making long strides in liberal ( 
nions: I however never eay this, because you can have 
idea of the touchiness I have to deal witli in some quart 
" The same, February 5th, — Wo go on from bad to w( 
here ; the people are starving, and the guardians of the p 
are, as you justly called them, ' guardians of their o»vn pock* 
If a Btan-ing wretch, irritated by the overseer's ilomiQcer 
Insolence answers him, the unfortunate ihay die. for 
overseer will not let him get assistance out of tho boose 
get admitted in. If he complains, the guardians say to 
overseer — Well what are we to do in this case ? Oh ! thai 
terrible rascal, he is one of the discontentod insolent villa 

that infest this town, 'My friend we can do notluDg 

^^^^L you,' So Mr, Overseer is absolute despot, Meanwliile we 
^^^^H ~ going on, making pikes out of files, and battle-axes otii 
^^^^r old saws, and buying up gunpowder and making fire-ha 
W at least the police tell me so, and I believe it is 80. 

I when these Chartists turu out to use these weapons, na 

I Sheffield and Bradford, they shew fear past descripdon, 

9 ' equal to that of the magistrates at Bradford. There 

I constables, having only their rattles, disarmed and took ] 

E eouers all the Chartists they met, the ChartisUt haviugspei 

I Not a soldier was present, they wore In another part of 

H town, where the magistrates kept them to guard their soo 

W per^ns. Not the least attempt was made at resistance by 

■- incendiaries with their pikes and iire-balla ; yet the maj 

I trates sent an express to Leeds for & piece of c 

^ ' another troop of dragoons, thne alarming the whole o 
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Sm, if I gfive them a lecture tlie Horse GuarJa woulii be 
iliiwD on me like a tliunderbolt ! You cannot conceive the 
iiiiiooD forced on me. The attempt to burn a large town 
like Sheffield was atrocious ; ibe raacala taken deserve to be 
Un^ed ; but what pood will that do ? None ! We are in 
™ stnto which no example cnn better, because the halter 
' siinot be put round the right necks 1 " 

At tliis lime he was severely attacked by acute rheumatism, 
unking from Uie unheallhincBS of hia lodgings aud his fre- 
I'lunt night excursions: and the general discomi'oit of his 
Jw'tKmul position was very oppressive. 

"Lord Fitzroy Somerset, January. — When I was first 
sppointed, you lold me Lord Ilill would allow me to 
tWso where I would have head -quarters. I thought it 
b«M 10 eee a little of tlie district before deciding, and 
■0* fflj wish is to go to Chester. I cannot get u house 
^ in which to live on my income. At the request of the 
paux nbout Nottiugbom, made without my knowledge. 
Lnrd Maurers offei'ed me tho house which Sir li. Jackson 
W; but 1 could not live in such a house nitliout ruin. 
Huvrog only i'300 a year of my own, — which being in the 
|'ui>ricBn funds niay now at anv moment become 0! — my 
"iilimry income added to it, and the advantage of a large 
'■imily, will not let me live in a palace Lke Helen- Pierpoint. 
'-■bester, now the railway ia ready, is not more than two 
Wrs from Manchester, from whence railroads push out in 
''I ihrEvtions towards the north. Hence in point of time, 
'111 reference to the greatest portion of the force Chester is 
I vutrat position ; and my hope is that Lord Hill will not 
"mk tlw change inconvenient for the service: if he does, 
dung more shall be said. 

'J»nnHry aoth. — Very ill with rheumatism. Even my 

i! JI-lxTtson will let me swear at rheumatism I hope, 
I ■ -[in face of all the saints terrestrial and celestial. 

■ ■ .!-■.. irifs hard but cannot make me a saint. The 

9 bad soldiers l It appears i'rom the depositions 
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place, on a scaflblJ ! — not the right p 
a man. God rest his soul, but he ^ 
soldier, and a had man. 

" Under-Secretary, February 2nd.- 
tection for the country in having one 
troop of cavalry, than two towns, eacl 
troop. Besides the absence of soldiei 
more alert, and at the same time, indi 
perate and conciliatory. The conduct 
mayor of Nottingham, shews what grea 
temperate and active magistrate can acq 
lation. I am very far firom thinking tnx 
Bradford shews what the civil power < 
nsed; and the putting down one riot 
more good effect than putting down ten 
gives the civil powers confidence in t 
very desirable. 

'*Sir H. Ross, February. — Ingilby'a 
very sensible one, except his telling ^ 
gun was without artillerymen, which po 
idea of before, though the magistrates y 
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r„]iiirT, for lliough neiiber hussars nor gun should Imve 
! Tu sent for at all. they ought to have been Bt Bradford 
■„ iwQ honrs and a half. There is reBson to believe the 
- iidieTB were alert, and the delay caused hy the magiatrntfis* 
iiii-ijenger taking two hours to go nine miles! I ordered 

I'lijooel K to take the dragoons and a gun four miles 

"Hand back, and let me know tht? exact time that march 

■li. He answers by a culcuhilion of his own and 

Ingiiby's instead of doing what he was told. What tliiok 

■ is bis reason ? The wenther was rather wet ! Now 

DOW as well OS he does, that a gun and troop of hussars 

wrven miles in an hour on a pinch ; but I wanted to 
le B practjcal proof on that road, and to mitke it evident 

1 they L-ould reach Bradford in any weather, in little 
1 the hour when danger required a push. You mil 

e with me ihnt olertness is necessary, or may he; and 
B troops should consider it as a matter of course, and 
KioDftlly practise it. to be aware of all the httle acci- 
scbnt axe sure to happen. Now, with due reppcct for 
— , the wet day was tlial to be preferred, as the men 
B good barracks to return to, and are not made of 
Men afflicted with difficulties are the greatest sub- 
8 of discipline. 
rWemyss, February 13th. — The meeting at Bolton was 
M all others, and there was no wisdom in the mayor and 
rates refusing perraisHon for a meeting which they 
i not prevent. Our mayor and magistrates acted more 
j; they gave permission but refused the town hall, 
I tbat meeting was perfectly rjuiet, lasted only twenty 
ntes, and verj' few attended. At Bolton and other places 
! permisaioQ was refiiaed meetings look place riotwitb- 
fadis^, bat with bad feeling towards the authorities. 
ant there wns good feeling, and thus a proper respect for 
■- pfV}}\i3 produced respect for the law. Those who called 
J lamHag told ilie mayor, if he would send two constables, 
^^Hfct the constable's bidding arrest any man pointed 
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out ; this is much more sensible than shewing teetb widioi 
being able to bite. 

" Journal, March 5th. — Ordered to inspect the banacln 
the district, and report to the secretary of state, mailing il 
positions where I would erect new barracks, in place of tl 
miserable hovels called temporary barracks in which t 
troops have been so shamefully placed for twelve years, 
is just however to state, that the condition of the barrac 
would have been unaltered for a century, had not Goloi] 
Thomas, 20th Eegiment, brought it up in the House 
Commons ; his motives concern not me, but such is the &i 
He attacked Sir Hussey Vivian, which made the latter d 
mand a court of inquiry to examine those of Manchesti 
designated by Colonel Thomas in tlie house, as ' disgraoef 
to the country :* yet they were and are my best I ! T 
master- general, piqued at the attack, made a tour himse 
and saw the horrid holes of Wigan Bolton and Rocfadal 
He was shocked at those accursed holes in which to lod| 
human beings and resolved to assist in putting things rigl 
at least not to oppose mc and the troops. We then poup 
broadsides of complaints, until, beset on all sides, the g 
vemment resolved to move in the matter, and I was soi 
moned to London, where the various heads of departmeo 
being tolerably ignorant of the affair, from having oth 
avocations, but not choosing to avow their ignorance, form< 
their own plans separately. Some wanted a few large ba 
racks, some a good many small ones ; they could not agn 
and sent for me to decide : those who would not yield l 
equals would submit to an inferior. Thus it all fal 
on me. 

" Ist.Ashton-under-Lyne. — The magistrates all ashaughi 
as you please, fear nothing, and wiU not pay for barracks. 

** 12th. Burnley. — The landlady, and her three maids- 
such beauties ! my bad eyes have been much better sin 
I looked at them ! 

'* Todmorden. — On high ground where the hills bran< 
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r at Blfflckston edge. Tlie puss to Todmorden ia deep imd 
strong; so is tbnt out of h at tlio Kouhdale side. 'I'hn 
coanirj' very pretty and wiJd. Caught the train, and was 
nearly oronlirown down a place twenty feet deep. 

" Uonohester ngain. — Jlillions of letters here. I feel 
Vin ill. I know not whiLt nils me, but have n fenrful 
depitsBion of spirits not to he sliakpn off. Yet I must 
fork, i»v pay tmia the public goes on, and so must I : 
better dif linncst than live a rogue. My pay comes out 
<<[ these poor non's pockets, and not to work is to cheat 

"Marcli 4th. — Anniversary of iho day George and Wil- 
iinni were wounded near Condcixa in I'orlugal ; my head 
loovM then still tied up from my Busaco wound. Time 
fc! Take 1611 from l*(40 and 20 years remain! Oli 
Cwker! Cocker! We were three active chops then. I 
»M lift, OeorgB 2ii, WilHnm a5. And now! Oc/i hone! 
'■>'■ 53, &4 ! I ! 1 command half Euglnnd, Ucorgo rules 
'he Capo, and we are botL knights commanders of tlie Bntli. 
^'illiarn ia a cooipanion of the order and iiuislies his History 
liiia month. This ia not hud, hut what good is ill' A few 
yi^ara and wc are gone, forgotten I Yel ! is it pain to go to 
iJiosv who went before ? 

* Ulli,— III all day, but worked Irnrd. 

" Iflth, Halifax. — Very unwell, but must gtt on with my 
■'"rt. Late to bed, havinj^ had much lo do: all done 

' sh, tbank Ood foe that! Now for a dose of opium, 

Jill by doctors morphine, but opium is opium. John 
' iHiiaman is right ! 

" I(*th, Dcwsbury. — A curious place. Cavfllry sltould 
'I be Lore. The town ia in a hollow, bounded on one side 
i" tiie rivor Colder : it has tliree entraiices. each ilirongh a 
I '•■', and no messenger could get out of the town save 
'■'I'rgh them, so that cavalry might be blocked «!'. They 
"■ llierc now by order of the secretary of stiiie, at the re- 
■fiipil dcmiinds of tlio magistrates. I have however got 
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them a strong stone barrack capable of a long defence ; an 
ordered them in case of agitation to communicate daily m 
Leeds, where the officer has orders to march in strength o 
Dewsbury if the communication ceases : the cavalry 
thus secured from being cut off. There should be infimU — ^ 
at Thomhillbriggs. They would support all the cava 
detachments, and protect all the neighbouring towns. ThL 
will not be done : we irritate the people and do nothing 
guard the country. But the curse of mammon is upon 
and we perish : tlie poor starve, that 5 per cent esquire ma: 
become 1 per cent esquire, and keep four horses instead 
two. God does not allow these things to go unpunished 
all unholy pleasures carry their pains with them. 

** Now to my treadmill, to that labour which bears 
fruit, that preparation for civil war ! Fool that I was, not 
go to Australia ! there peace, health, natural life, invited me .- 
but I would not have been Sir Charles, or a general ! Botb 
are to me worthless : a farm in AustraUa would be mor^ 
happiness than the Garter. 

"Leeds, 19th. — Arranged with Bradford magistrates, wh^^ 
are in a proper fright : the people are everywhere starving ix^ 
the manufacturing districts, and of course everywhere to b^ 
pitied and feared. 

" York, 20th. — Barracks good for cavalry. The cavalr^ 
officers are fine fellows, but entirely engrossed with hunting 
shooting, and horse-dealing : this never did, and never 
make soldiers, and with the finest men in the world, 'and th 
finest horses in tlie world, and the best appointed, our cavi 
will never have much success. 

** March 21st. — The anniversary of my fathers birthday 
It is also that on which Marshal Ney set me firee at Com&a 
Oh time ! time ! Thou shark which swalloweth all ! 
many were alive then who we can meet no more on earth 
But can men think that so we part, that all we love 
but figures in a hurried dream ? Nonsense ! we must meet^ 
again, or how could the brain bear the weight of memory. 
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IT the hope of futarity did not come to its relief? There is 
a mystery, and death unravels it. 

" a3rd. — Went to Hull, passed down the Ouse and Hum- 
ber; thought of Tostig and the Danes, and Harold, and of 
the Hothams. The citadel of Hull ought to be strong and 
is weak. 

*' March 25th, Nottingham. — Arrived here after a three 
weeks' tour, ill the whole time, and having the comfort of 
knowing that a poor and extravagant government will do 
none of the things I have proposed for the soldier: my 
leport will be thrown away. Yet an army is no joke, and 
the soldiers well know that the game is in their hands. A 
private of the 81st put a letter in the Bradford paper plainly 
ttying so, yet professing the greatest loyalty, which I am 
convinced the soldiers feel : but it will not do for the Grown 
of England to be held on opinion, like that of the East 
India Directors. There is but one thing that controls a 
standing army, viz. the will of a sturdy and united loyal 
nation ! let that be removed and the soldier is master : he 
inaj use his power well or ill, but he is master. 

" 26th. — Work ! work ! work ! Letters and courts-martial. 
I am an attorney with incessant brie& and no pay. Who 
^d imagine when thinking of a man being a general, 
tbat his time should be taken up reading courts-martial — 
fcor, six, ten a day ! I am not a soldier but an attorney s 
desk. 

'* 28th. — ^The Chartist delegates are to assemble here at 
Nottingham, April the 6th. — Oh hoi the Chartists are 
fioiahed! are they? 

''April 4th. — This day year my command of the northern 
teict begun. My time has been one of labour and 
ttziety without reward, for nothing can be shewn ! I have 
ten times the penwork that Cephalonia gave me, and no- 
thing to shew. There I protected the poor, regulated jus- 
tioe, and executed really great works. Forty miles of road 
liewn oat of the living rock, and many fine buildings, and 
YOL. n. G 
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liorses wiLh carts introduced into a country previously * 
out tiiem, were tilings to make o man feet he had lived ft^ 
some good. Here my time is lost in drivelling correspon(M_ 
ence and reading courts -martial, with much addiiionsM. 
gribble grabble. I command ten thousand men hot ne*^*-: 
see them together. Well ! poiience. duty must be t 
What have 1 to do with ambition?" 

It is painful to note these internal throes of power! 
energy in a mind conaeious of ability to serve the con 
greatly, yet condemned to the drudgery of a monotoaotU 
and pernicious official system, which plastered, as it v&re 
with birdlime the wings of a noble ambition — but his time 
was coming. 

"Journal, April 6th. — Walked out with my two raenj 
little affectionate girls; I fear they are idols but cannot help 
it : the godly tell us we must have no idols. Perhaps d 
are right, hut for alt that fathers and mothers will 
ihein, and I have no idea of heing singular in that r 

"April 7th. — We are all ahve again. The delegati?9 ftr 
the national convention have met, though no one knows wbo 
they are or anything ahout them, except that report mj» 
they met iu the democratic chapel. 

" 8th. — Tliis meeting of delegates has not prodncedfl 
sensation, the physical-force heroes are cowed for tho | 
sent: they started too sharply and are obliged to puU up; 
they had zeal, good-will and arms, but were deficient in 
arrangement, in union, in lenders, in money, all of wbicb 
are necessaries of life to a rebellion ! 

" II til.— I have been treated by the gentlemen of tliis 
neighbom'hood with much kindness, which I could 1 
slightly return, being in a miserable lodging, a baker's a! 
Wishing to shew those kind people that I had at tei 
sense of their good-nature, I have asked nil who 1 
invited me to a dinner at (he George the itb. Trai4 
pre-engaged, but we sat down twenty-two. It ' 
agreeable dinner to me, hecause they were good enood 
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be pleased ; aod so far as feeding went, with reason, for old 
Affrs. Wnrd gave us a. splendid feed. Splendid is tlic cor- 
rect ctint vrord I believe : everything now is splendid or 
interesting, nnd cRrried out, not executed or effected. Well 
Alr^. Ward carried in her splendid dinner, nhicb then be- 
came most interesting: tliat is, there were two lovely 
salmons, one at each end, and in the middle a most in- 
teresting tnrbol : every one ate in the most correct way, the 
idiampagne was also splendid, and tlien the dinner was 
ouried out ! 

" I like Nottingham, the poor people are good, and were 
ihcy fairly Ircflted ihey would be perfectly qniet. Thank 
God we liiive had no row, and not a drop of blood has been 
spilled. The gentlemen here are so good as to give me 
credit for this, wliich I am not sure of deserving, save from 
my great desire to prevent mischief. They are here generous 
lo die poor, and do much ; but it will not do, the rich manu- 
&ctDront are loo hard a set. There are two men of these 
parta for whom I shall always feel the greatest regard. Mr. 
Kinilli Wright of Kempston, and the mayor, Mr. Roworth, 
they are among the ' noblest works of God.' Kind-hearted, 
generoua, benevolent : these two men would have sufBced to 
save the scriptural city. 

" latli. — Not well, having been forced to drink at my 

dinntiT more than usual, which does not agree with me. I 

never was drunk in my whole lii'e, iind I doubt whether 

ip pther soldier in the army can say that. 

^B^ April 14th, — Lord Fitzroy aska me to let them taki' 

Hpgy two regiments of cavalry and two of infantry. Cer- 

^Tiifliy if things remain quiet, but who shall guarantee that? 

Now if I say yes and an insurrection breaks out, all Eng- 

liiod will cry out upon me, and the Whigs would give me 

Qfi -. Rt least I should be a fool to trust them. No ! there 

will be an outcry that I am an alarmist, and my very 

I Jte^Dg of the country qniet be used as the proof. Now I 

~ ' leing in a cleft stick anv more than Caliban 
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did ; so I composed the following letter, but on ecconj 
thoughts sent nuother to this same purpose, safer for myselS 
and therefore better. Lord Fitzroy nnd Lord Hill nre rery— 
o&utious ; they do not like the least political opinion bein^ 
expressed and I »¥ill not expose myself to n second hiBt_ 
But how an officer holding my high situation can do bin 
duty nithoat forming opinions, and decided ones, oa tha> 
stnte of the couniry is not ensy to say, 

"First letter. — In my lute tour I made mnch enquiry aaa 
to the state of the country and found it quiet; but in thes 
nianufnctnring districts great distress prevails, which is DotS 
the case in the agricultural parts. While this d 
the physical -force people have materiala to work upon, i 
therefore I delayed writing about the reduction of the fore 
in hopes commerce would revive. It has not yel done t 
and the district continues tranquil, which leaves me little h 
Bay against the diminution of the troops. But governments:^ 
has seen how suddenly disturbances arise, how auddenlj^"""" 
subside. One day we have been under arms tJirougbooC::::^ 
the district; the next, apparently without necessity for ^^^ 
single soldier; yet, but for the soldiers the country wonlt^B- 
have been plundered. This state, peculiar to a di scon ten te^^B 
and partially -armed population, makes me always fee] hd— — 
warranted to recommend any diniinntion of liie force here, 

" If you ask my opiuion as to the state of lite country, i^^* 

is the same I entertained when in town. The idea of gain 

ing the Charter by present employment of force ia dyin^$ 
away, men of thai stamp could not now produce disturb — — ' 
ance ; nor do they believe they aould themselves, or think o^^ 
doing BO : but of Chartism as a principle, my belief is iV' 
becomes more general. I may ho wrong and my abilities 
are too small to give weight to my opinion, nor do 1 eref 
talk politics : but while listening to others I see, or ibinj 
see, three things, namely, great distress, great party v 
and a want of confidence in the present guvemmeDt c 
amongst its own party. Hence arises a very general i 
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tlini a great change is at hand : some feai it, some wish it, 
ns they are influenced by imagined personal interest, 

" I do not think my view prejudiced, because having for a 
year abandoned politics and never mixing myself with any 
party, or reading any newspaper, I urn ignorant, even of the 
parliamentary discussions and uonfine myself wholly to my 
^ifork as an officer ; I think of nothing elae, and if I speak 
of what passes around me to you, it is that you may better 
judge the value of my opinion as to the force required." 

His second letter, precise and guarded, placed the decision 
in the hands of the commander in chief with little expluna- 
tioD. It is thus men of contracted minds cut off the 
sources of knowledge by which the machinery of govem- 
meot can be moved with just effect. Yet this remark applies 
Lere more to the ministers than the miUtary authorities, 
who were themsclvea only partially of power: slaves of the 
lamp and the ring they dared not hang up the roc's egg. 

He now obtiiined leave to fix his qnurters at Chester, and 
his journal continues to shew his sense of the official fetlere 
^^hich clogged the tree action of his powerful intellect. 
^^r" April 1 6th. — The Cliartists are stirring again at New- 
^^WUe-on-Tyne. ' Chartism is at a discount.' Ho ! ho ! 
^^lUll there be an insurrection ? My position will be person- 
Jly very awkward. I am not afraid of myself, hut a great 
deal of my masters. A general acting from his own brains, 
if be has any, may command his troops with effect; but 
vlien he has to act under others at a. distance, cramped 
here, cramped there— do this I do that ! God help him, for 
he cannot help himself. Montrose would have saved Charles 
tlie First hut majesty floored him; even the genius of Crom- 
well waa meshed by bis canting masters until be wisely got 
rid of them ; Leshe at Dunbar was not beaten by Oliver but 
by the priests I Well I care not, and will as tui hunournble 
mui do what seems right, just, and humane to all, in hope 
that what is good for the people of England may follow. 
And so far as falls vitliin my limited sphere all shall be 
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done to assist the poor, for they are ill-used and soffex 
I mnst however give my approval of government for ha' 
avoided bloodshed by executions : it is cruelty to do so, 
useless for changing men s opinions. We have no ligl 
take life for opinions: in battle it is unavoidable, by 
horrible. It is not law or justice but barbarity to slay i 
for political opinions, in which thousands of good 
honourable men agree with the condemned person! ] 
not justice, it is the vengeance of a dominant party." 
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.N a country- Iio use near Cheater llie overworked gonerfl] 
koped to recover health, but was debarred of that rehef by 
Uie indecision of the Horse Guards, which forced him into ti 
Glihy im-ventiliited lodging, within the walls of that aneient 
and insalnhrious city. This was a great vexation, but ns 
laual treated jocosely. " We arrived here yesterday. Our 
boaise is as old as Babylon, and apparently rotten, but seem^j 
pleasant for a town: we are like mites in cheese." His 
'aloors did not diminish. The Chartist commotions were 
"ot over, and some military mortifications disturbed him 
ttecause they sprung from an improper bending to political 
Penons, and while detrimental to discipline were also inju- 
•^OHs to professional dignity. His first letter is however a 
liDlile tribute of praise to a noble soldier. 

" Sir H. Ross. — I am exceedingly sorry to have so hope- 

'ess an account of Sir Alexander Dickson, who among the 

^Idlers of his day shone with marked hrilhance : and in 

*bai age did war produce men more hardy or more brave i' 

^^n^lond had before beaten France, but when was France 

^Btfiet she was when Wellington overthrew her armies? If 

^^■ere is tught to boast of in military renown it belongs to 

^^fte army of Wellington; and surely the leader of that 

leniblo artillery which thundered through those great battles 

CftDOot die and be forgotten like an ordinary man. I hope 

igland will not let him pass away unnoticed : his funeral 

Igbt lu be a public one, and on bis tomb should be in- 

^ibod — He led the artillery of Wellington. A greater 

taph ooald scarcely be written, except for iJie chief him- 
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aelf. The men who fought in Spain drop fast ; tlie yoongea^ 
of them must now bep^n to think of folding his cloak arourx^ 
him and falling decently. The immortality of fame wliic^^ 
Wellington hna cast over ne like a mantle of Ugbi will 
endure ; but our bodies are separate things, and more is iW:^^ 
pity, for of all things being old is the most disagreeable: ^' 
least I find it so. I hope you may succeed your 'friend, 1 
know of no man more worthy. 

"His Sister. — I go into lodgings at Chester. I had * 
nice house, but Lord Fitzroy said, if Chester was fouc:^^" 
unsnitabie T must change again; thus my house was lo^^*" 
as it could not be taken for three years with a doubt. Wl^^J 
should Chester not suit? I have been ill, very ill, but 
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my tour was obliged to defy it, though I felt as if I oooL 
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not get back to Nottingham. 

" Journal, April 27th. — ' Chartism is now over, the peopl^^ 
see their folly, we shall have no more of that nonsense — 
how quiet the country is ! ' Thus em I told. Nevertheless* 
on the 25th the Chartists at Colne thrashed ihe new police » 
and troops, liorse and foot, were obliged to march fix»ir» 
Sumley to their assistance. 

" 29th. — The Colne affair so far over that the troops harp 
marched back, but the people told them they would not 
have the pohce. I always foresaw tJiia, and said to my 
brother William — that the people would first oppose the 
establishing of the police, and would fail; but tlie ill-will 
would remain and the people would hold the law as an 
oppression, not a protection as was once the case. Now 
if England gets into such a state what is to be done? 
Some will answer justice. Bah ! When was a govern- 
ment ever just ? a government always resorts to force. 
We shall appeal to soldiers, and then grande confnsion 
as in the French chamber of deputies, when the knaves 
were disputing about free constitutions while Blucher's 
Prussians were plundering the town, and finally put a 
stop to their grande confusion with two field-piecea. 
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" May Snd,— This is u fine old town. ' The Rows' aru 
"very curious and antiquarians have enhausted conjeoture 
on the subject; none of them seem to think they were 
bdill to keep people fmm wet, but have accidentally taken 
this form : they are very convenient. 

" Mny 4th. — All the world arid his wife racing. The 
scene is besntifiil, the old walls overlook the course and 
are crowded, while below are booths, punch and judy, 
swinge, men and women, drunk, and sober; and the old 
river Dee glides on hia course, his waters and those wild 
rioters on his bonks running ahke to Uie ocean of futu- 
rity, to be lost and heard of no more, going, going, 
^ne ! AH the rogues, and fools and drunkards Jn the 
country seem collected, aad the How balconies are filled 
all day with idlers and 'Weit-dressed givls, young and old, 
looking into the streets from daybreak till dark. Such 
idleness J never witnessed as at Chester. My life has 
been long, it has but twelve yearx to run, and yet I 
never, in any country, witnessed such stupid idleness as 
in Chester. Those who go to the course have some fun, 
hoi those who hang over the Row-balconies all day Uke 
uld clothes, see nothing, hear nothing, do nothing." 
He lived just twelve years longer! 
" May &th. — This is the anniversary of Fuentes Onoro ! 
>Vbat is glory, why do we love it, why love those who fought 
liy our side in those dread contests in Spain? Aye! love 
'-■^PD those who fought against us. What a fond bond of 
union is throat-cutting. Yea ! verily we love it and devilish 
B (Deer animals we are therefore. The fact is, men in the 
^HUd are generally healthy, strong and full of spirits, hie 
^Pttnjoyed and dangers past are bonds of union : we admire 
, Qiose whose courage and generous daring made them con- 
^[licuouH. It is impossible tu love or admire a coward ; his 
uii[ur« is base, his modves of action selfish ; he does riglit 
"lily from fear or forecast. 
" 9tli. — Bode out. Reiia pretended to be lame because 
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he wanted to go home 1 What nice animals horses are, on ^^^^^ 
loves them in one's heart, I long to live in their company ^1 
like an Arab. I am an Arab. I hate a home and wish 
go abont with my women and my horses and tent. 

"Colonel W. Napier. May 11th. — Your sixth volnmi 
come, bnt my eyes are bad and my reading slow. The critic -^^ 
who complains of the length of your work and compares ir ^^t 
with Gibbon drivels : he might as well find fault with thiL^ ^ 
ordnance map of England for being as big as a carpet^ whei — ^ 
Wyld's map of the world is only the size of this paper - ' 
Chartism goes on silently, but we shall have a quiea^ "^ 
summer, for trade is reviving a little and the people 
patient beyond conception ; they are a fine race and i 
is a sin to govern them so ill. Some great convulsio 
is approaching in the world, for .bad governments clearl]^^ 
only hang now together from habit, as you said of you^^ 
house : the first strong shake will produce a new order o: 
things. 

"Journal, May 13th. — I cannot get my romance firoiik> 
Colbum, but got his £50 for ' Notes on Light and Shades.'^ 
My notes are full of errors for he would not let me corrects 
the press, but his notes are good. 

" 1 5th. — Last night called up by a magistrate for troops 
to quell a row with the colliers at Flint Labouring at my 
barrack report. I require £160,000 and they have not the 
money ; but they must expend £40,000, or discipline will 
go and the soldiers will desert. 

" 20th.— My Elizabeth's birth-day. What is this world, 
and what are we ? Memory ! Oh thou racker of the heart, 
thou tearer up of times past, thou picturer of things never 
more to be seen, of faces no more to greet, voices no more 
to be heard ! Yet, but for their remembrance how terrible 
would be death ! This makes man fearless. 

"22nd. — Finished barrack report, and for ever, for I'll 
swear Lord Normanby will not be such an ass as to read it. 
He knows the treasurers have no money ; but neither he nor 
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J- know that ihey are weftning tlie soldier from his loyalty 
f bud barracks. 
" 20th.— Inspected the 96th and 7i)th, two fine regiments, 
1 got another lesson on the necessity of fresh ftir : the 
Sth are all pailid, tlieir cheats are affected and they have 
many men in hospital. The OCth ol! healthy. The ]aiter 
are in well-rentilated barracks, the former in a eursed Man- 
chester mill ; large rooms full of men and only venti- 
lated by single pones of glass : this is one of the ways in 
"whicli poor factory children are destroyed. What mnd (Eco- 
nomy to hnve bad barracks for troops : health, spirits, disci- 
plioe, everything suffers, even their loyalty; yet government 
Trill not lay ont a penny while they give £70,000 for royal 
ibles, and £2000 a year to Lord Monteagle ! 
" Sltth, Windermere. — The mountains hanging over the 
1 wnter, and the wild look of the place, are enchanting 
t one who, like me, loves to dwell away from towns and 
lople and see natnre in ber wildncas, and there live. 
"June let. — Saw the 96th. Campbell is first-rate, what 
I nuisance that such a fellow should be kept back, while 

s Colonel get on. But fairness is fairness 

k not a bod man ; he is only one with a hundred-horse 
rer of temper, his judgment and abihty being that of an 
aid'a lea-kottla. If we have a war Campbell will he a 
I-rate leader of a brigade. 

" June 9th. — Saw the Chesnut troop of Horse Artillery : 
KiUfal as ever. How celebrated it was in the Peninsula 
r Sir Hew Ross. I recollect at the Coa how they fought 
Frenoli battery across the river ; they beat Jolmny Crapaud 
t of the £eld. There also I saw a poor horse's teg knocked 
9 pieces, yet the noble animal pulled on as if nut hurt! 
lie walked n few minutes unobser^'ed, for the shot raised a 
lust Olid ttto officers wore attending to some men who were 
but. I never look at this troop without vivid recollections. 
" 1 1 th. — Came back lo Chester yesterday. Henry " — his 
brother, then a widower — " has been a great pleasure to me. 
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I Btn sorry he has ^veii up his profession ; he would eiffi 
have improved it, or made himself known in some other way, 
for his ahilities nre great and his mind ootive; but he h 
losing the lust from living alone: contact willi the world 
only can keep up aelf-confidence. He forms ideal pictures 
of perfection, imd because he does not fill the frame-woii 
holds himself cheap. Were lie to work in the world he woold 
find his own level, which is far above most men : he would 
thus be taught his real powers. Man ought to live an aciiw 
life : Christ and Socrates lived amongst men, a recluse is 
useless. 

" 1 7th, — Colonel Thomas made a long report to the qnv 
ter-master general, saying, that there never was anything so 
disgraceful as the way his regiment wns emharki-d ; and th«l 
the military authorities, from Lord Hill to the uuhappy 
Colonel Falconar, on whom he especially falb, ought to be 

d d, one and all ; that the navy are even worse than the 

army and his men on board were hke pigs! I stepped into 
the Liverpool coach, for having previously taken alt precau- 
tions to have the embarcation regular I was resolved lo 
blow up the offenders as high as the tallest steeple in Liver 
pool. Colonel Thomas's charge was entirely unfounded: he 
is just fit to be a member of Parliament, The Veauvins war 
steamer is immense ; she can carry four hundred men and 
fifty tons of baggage, and had hut three hundred on lioanl- 
Colonel Thomas was not there, but there is a key to the 
affair. A ' friend,' referred to in his report as the aathority» 
was agent at Lloyds and wished to be made a surveyor of 
steamers: he avowed t^D me that be had not seen tlie regi' 
raent embark, but thought it a good opportunity to she* 
how much evil might occur, unless a surveyor of steamers 
was appointed ! The officers of the regiment say they were 
treated hke princes, not pigs, on hoard the Vesuvius, 

" Colonel W. Napier, June 23rd. — Class meetings of phy- 
sical-force men are going on secretly with great precautionsj 
this is on certain information, yet I am continually loldJMBii 



Erucn xir. PErtino vii.-N°, district. J33 

tranquil the couBtry is, though in addition 4000 men at 
Stockpnrt have maintained a tum-out for two months. I 
oaght to iiave the power of going about more, but cunnot 
aObrd it, the barrack report cost me ;£50 : it may not per- 
haps be worth that to the public, hut certainly it is not worth 
lliHl to my girls who have paid for it. Hotels aro oppressive. 
I am known even-where, must travel wilh post-horses, and 
ihe nature of innkeepers is not to be overcome : travelling 
^Ji a carriage entails certain rooms and charges — one 
HpK dine in ibe Apollo ! 

^VMy barrack report approved by Lord Hill, but not a 
^rori yet from Lord Normanby : it is a puzzler. Officers 
and soldiers are very sulky ; the first most so. with least 
ciujse, yet cause enough for both. Like nil needy people 
our rulers arp parsimonious without being ceconouiicRl ; and 
here tliey ore in a cleft stick: for if they take away the 
Iroops up start the magistracy, like bees from nn overturned 
e; and if they leave the troops barracks must be 
, for when Chartists are quiet the magistrates refuse 
wrary barracks. This dilemma made them demand my 
which Lord Hill approves, and it calls for £160,000. 
J are up to the knees in mud, having the magistrates on 
■ side and poverty on the other ; or rather nhominable 
mee, for the royal stahles and Lord Monteagle's 
mIoii would have lodged the troops well. 
PMr. Macnulay, Secretary at War. — I have to request 
lithe charge in my contingent account for travelling es- 
pnioei no ordinary military duties may he allowed. This 
Jiitrict is more extensive and contains more ti'oops than any 
"iW; there is consequently more frequent occasion for 
ihe genentl officer to visit parts of it, and he is thus put to 
more expence than any other general commanding a dis- 
irirL Every regimental officer, non-commissioned officer 
Slid private soldier, is allowed marching money to cover his 
tncreAsed expences on the rond : this is an admission of tlie 
^■fatciple. Now in makiug his half-yearly inspections, and 
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executing other dctiea, the geueral muy slur lliem over, or \» 
may execute ihem thoroughly, hut it wiil be under the very 
heavy tux of £i a day, and the question forced upon him is 
this : — not how Jong those duties require liis presence, bal 
liow long he can afford to maintain himself, his aide-de-euiqi 
and his servant ut an expensive hotel? I say expetisin, 
because the general officer is known everywhere, and rwllj 
the innkeepers think he is aa rich as my neighbour LW 
Westminster. 

" Now you, sir, must know as well as I do, that it is im- 
possible to resist the tyranny of innkeepers: it does oui 
always take the shape of pounds, but it does that of Bis- 
pences, and a man cannot travel over half England— mj 
district amounts to that — fighting about sixpences 1 Xbe 
expenoe of my half-yearly inspections, and other duties, de- 
duct one-sixth of my staff pay, I think you will say tlii« 
is not jusL I have nothing but what comes from mv mill' 
tary income: but that is not the question. Were I a man 
of independent fortune I should still say this deducDon h 
unjust, and it is greater in the northern district than uy 
other." 

Notwithstanding the palpable injustice of this nlFair, en- 
ianced by tlie I'aat, that the barrack journeys were not toj 
part of the general's regular duty, Mr, Macaulav not oulf 
reliised reimbursement but took pains to prove tbai the 
general's allowances amply covered all such expenditure;— 
making however the small mistake of setting down abuut 
£300 a year more than the reality: in short giving one "^ 
those official refusals which combine the utmost iiyusuci.' 
with complete ignorance even of llie official facts of his ile- 
partment. Mr. Macaulay, who thus unjustly deprived a 
lard-working officer of honestly-earned pay, had just oomc 
from India, where he had been for years compli 
joying £10,000 yearly for doing nothing, his spj 
Laving been a gross Whig job. 

"Journal, Jnly 4th. — Fires in most houses I 
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I lived here after the flood the climate would have kept 
liim in constimt fenr of another voyage : by the way, did he 
swim in frcsli water or Bolt, ? 

*' 13ih. — Wb are all quiut, but combined with so much 
distress, and so mudh injustice, as to leave me little confi- 
dence ; 'tis not the quiet of content, and the quiet whiuli 
force acting on wretchedness produces is a hell to me. 
Against a Chartist, pike in hand and hcnt to fight, I can 
stand with bold front; but against pole faces and humble 
conduct there ia no fighting ! However the Whigs have 
not «hF;wn any ferocity this past year ; it is but just to say 
ihoy have been patient and merciful. Half the land has 
b«>i-D openly in arms and not a drop of blood spilt on 
tlic scaffold ! 

"July 24th, — Anniversary of the Coa. This is the 

world ! If we could see before us a few years how bravo 

mt-n would he : how fearless of death ! My greatest objects 

iu life then, were my mother, Susan Frost, and my young 

(ister Caroline ; it was indeed a hopeless feel about the last, 

fur the blow had been struck ; hut I hoped to live with the 

^^liers and to have them was enough of happiness. They 

^^B ail gone, and I never lived long witli any of them! 

^^■wnys we were separated, and for what ? Pursuit of a. 

^^reftssion : — fame ! gold ! How civilization has destroyed 

liHppinesB. In the wilds of Australia I should have pro- 

nued food with them, working hard, having good health, 

tad all around me happy : even trees and animals would 

have been my friends, with whom to live and die. Now all 

tiave passed away except my brothers and two sisters, and 

■e live atiunder, not sundered in HiTection but apiu't : the 

homo of our childhood is in the hands of a stranger, the 

body of our father is where wa are not; the body of our 

Eior where we are not ; on their graves we cannot sit to 
iluw on the coming hour; even their bones are sepa- 
y laid to rest. We set an imaginary and erroneous 
B upon life ! yet it ia best to bide our term and patiently 
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await the end of the qneer jonmey. We canncit conlrol 
events, bm csn bear tltem with patience if we resolYp to do 
so: it is Dot what happens but how we bev il that eon- 
tiibutes happiness. Patience however ia not easy when 
mental or bodily pain presses. 

"Tltie day thirty years I slept sound and happy gd a 
rock, with my feet to a fire, ou a Poria^ese monciain. 
Having rome away from the bridge about twelve at nigiil 
with General Craufurd, Rowan and others, 1 reached ihs 
SSnd bivouac about one in the moniing, wet to the akin, 
rain having fallen in torrents. George and his compuir 
were on an immense plate rock, the rain was over, they b«d 
a good fire and a supper of beefsteaks with tea. I had not 
eaten that day, except a bit of bread George gave me dining 
the fight, and was fairly done up as the fancy say, being 
tired, starved, anxious about William's wound, and de- 
pressed at our having fought so uselessly, throwing away 
lives so recklessly. I stripped, and the soldiers who were 
then dry and had supped took— one my shirt, another my 
coat, and so on, to dry tliem. I sat meanwhile naked like 
a wild Indian on the warm rock — it was very pleasant, 
drinking warm tea, and eating steaks half raw, taken off the 
poor beast which had drawn our baggage all day: — one 
cannot bo sentimental about bullocks on such occasions. 
We regretted the poor fellows who were slain, ihorB wne 
a great many, but iho excitement of battle does away with 
much regret, there is no time : it is idleness that makts 
people grieve long, or rather bitterly. For my charming, 
my beautiful, ray gentle sister CaroUne I still grieve; yet 
at Buaaco, a few hours after hearing of her death, a sliot 
went through ray head, and my thoughts were no more of 
her loss; my anxiety was to know if George or William 
Was slain, both being slJIl in bnltle. as the firing told me. 
Yet fir my equally, not more dear sisu-r Cecilia, my 
TrrrtchcdnrsB was intense. They were two charming girla;- 
lite rvcoDectioD is painful. Adieu battle of the Coall 
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"August 2nd. — Agitation in all directions: police 
tlirashed at Lancasler, and tlie Charier is again the cry: 
my warnings to the government wore sound. 

" Srd. — More agitation. Colonel Wemyss thinks the 
romedy ia hanging. Weraysa is a clever man and a kind- 
liearted man, bow can he think thus ! God send that our 
rulers may not take up this idea. 

"Colonel W. Napier, August. — You are right about our 
lodiaa empire. I had an argument in Dublin with an East 
Indian general, Briggs, a clever fellow be was too; but 
*hen I said Circassia and the Caspian appeared the places 
Ui meet Hussia and eut her line with India, he did not seem 
to coincide, yel gave no sufficient reason. As you say, if 
Rusfiia sends an army to Bokhara it will be difficult for us 
to make war there. I wish you would fill up the outline 
which your letter to me sketcheB, like the great triangles of 
an extensive sun'ey. 

" The people of Lancashire are in a dreadful state of 
dtarvation. I told Mr. I'hillipps ten days ago, that without 
entering into poliiica, or pretending to treat the question of 
til© com laws, I well knew the ptsople were starving ; and 
when tolil by able men thai to abolish those laws would 
immediately feed thera they will make it a rallying cry; 
attributing to those laws evils not belonging to them, and 
to their abolition virtues which it will not possess. This 
cry will enlist numbers of a class that Charter and pikes 
fiighten away. To tliis I have received no answer. What 
they menn to do neaven knows, but the stnrviug goes on. 
Th« people propose to have starving processions, which in 
a town like Manchester ia no joke : they also say tbey will 
take bread where they see it. Then come the soldiers on 
Uw stage and the convulsions of famine ave quieted by tlie 



Jj'guinBl, Augnst 10th. — This day fifty-eight years old, 
Mm wayward life of adventure has been mine! A good 
. would make, full of accidents by fiood and field, 
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Btoiiea of love and war and shipwreck. Bud escapes of >& 
kinds. I dare swear few men Ijave had more advoamm 
than myself: aud yet, evenilul as my life bos been, mj 
present higli position aud tbe threiiteuing stnti' of fin 
country render it probable lliat the short poriion which 
is left for me of life may be the most eventful of llic 
whole!" A strange aDitcipation, fulfilled to the Ictterl 

"August lltb. — Again a row at Colna : they tbreBtenw 
destroy the police. I have asked Lord Normauby's luave to 
go there to smooth matters. 

" lath.— Lord Normanby wishes me to go. Tha CoIm 
have killed a constable and tliraahed the polJM: 
several are wounded : the police have resolved to rcagn 
unless tliey get arms. 

" Uth. — Colne. There is perfect cordiality with ibe 
Boldiers, the riot has not been political. The pohce must 
be armed; if they are to be protected by eoldiers they on 
are of no use ! 

"August 15th. — Made arrangements to protect Mr, BolloB 
of Colne against those who want to kill him. Thu polii^' 
are fine men and have good pluck. Sir. Eeubow adrise^ 
the Colne Chartista to ' hang Mr. Bolton, and then consiJ<» 
what to do,' Pity Mr. Bolton was not smitten insieed ut 
the poor constable Halsted. This Bolton treated the 6ol- 
diers like dogs until I put that to rights. 

" Lord Fitzroy. — On the Sih there was polling for charci- 
rates at Rochdale, which produced exdtement. Mr. Bo»i 
the magistrate thought there was cause to call out die 
troops. Captain Smyth 70tb thought there was no eaaX- 
Mr, Boyd ordered the troops to load and they did so: Cap" 
tain Smyth saw no cause to load ; his men were 200 yari* 
from the mob, he frequently went in amongst the hist «nd 
nothing could be more quiet. When the polhng ended li" 
crowd dispersed quietly. There was no dispute between 
Captain Smyth and the magistrate. 

"Journal, September Isl. — Untoward day for parltj 
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Were Mr. Secretory Mncaulay one I would turn sportsman. 
h ii not too bad that men who liko mo havo been working 
liard all their lives for tho coantry should be exposed to 
tliia roan, who returns from a lucrative post in India to be 
made secretary of war without any knowledge of bis work? 
"September 2nd. — Saw young Horsford, son of my old 
friend Mrs. Horsford. She and Mrs. Eyng and Mrs. Butler 
niiido the Bermuda times very pleasant, Mrs. Byng's 
benaty was radiant ; she was then twenty, she is now forty- 
ciglit and still resplendent. Mra. Butler was pretty, but so 
f^cntle, 80 winning, so delightful, that I have rarely met her 
i'<]aa\. Mrs. Horsford was very good-looking, aa clever as 
tic others and very agreeable; but not so grand as Brada- 
nmnio and Marpliisa, so I called the other two : they were 
nm easily to be matched even in England. 

" Hth. — War threatened. What is to happen ? Black 
CWles Xapier has some strong ships in the Levant. Would 
iliac another Charles Napier was there also with a strong 
bhgnde, we might give the name another shove. Perhaps 
»iiii o stroDg brigade I might yet do something for my 
J&i- I do indeed a great deal for it here, hut it is only 
HMng work. 

^Hf2tli. — War appears imminent. I may yet command 
^^■my i that would please mo, yet without a wish for war, 
^Kllie worst thing that could happen to England. 
^H|9lb. — More sounds of war. Black Charles will pro- 
^Br open the ball, ho is taking decided steps apparently, 
^^po doubt by order of government: no man more likely 
^HD. He has at least checked the horrors which that 
^Htat Ibrahim Pacha was perpetrating. 
^Hlfitb. — The plot thickens, our rulers are playing the 
^B of Bussia and smoothing her path to India. 
^^kilth. — The discontent at home increases, yet every- 
^^^Ulls me my district is so quiet 1 So may a tbundet- 
^^P far ft dme, bat it looks black. 
^■Mth. — Gut back to Chester. Riot in the Isle of Man, 
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troops called out. Caused by the introdoetion of Zn^iA 
I money, twelve pence lo the shilling. The Manx shilliugKi 
14il. and the poor thus lust Hd. directly and mure iudirMtlfi 
fjr every nrtiele which before sold for a Manx pennj 
now costs an English penny ; the poor cu8t<:imer tlicrtfora 
pays a sixth more, which is equivalent to one-sixth rt^Juciioii 
of wages. Hardly could a poor mun live on the fiix shilliogs 
lie earned before, and now he is reduced to five ! And when 
he is angry at his wrong, soldiers are called out to quiet \m '■ 
It is horrid to govern people in tliis way. 

" 25th.— No mischief yet at Man. If blood is shed dim 
it will he murder. Lord WesirainBter has sent me a haonei 
of venison: I wish he would nsk me to eat one with him, 1 
would tell him about the poor Manx men, he might pcrtiipi 
do something. No ! lords do not generally understand thcw 
things; he would probably tell me that twelve English pen- 
Dies were intrinsically worth the Manx pennies. Lords in 
' not know about the necessaries of life ; they do not kno* 
that a poor man getting fourteen penny loaves for his ehil* 
ling's worth of Manx money, will only get twelve no'i 
and the shopkeeper will not add a sixth to the weight ofbu 
louf for the English penny. If the Manx fartliings remun 
tlie evil will be less, but the shopkeepers will soon xaAt 
them vanish. 

" September 27lh. — Anniversary of Busaco, in which I 

was shot thriingh the stem and George through the sicin: 

that was burning the family candle at botli ends. I was on 

horseback and the shot stunned me ; black shadows cune 

across my eyes, my sight went, 1 reeled in the saddle ftod 

fell : my cousin Charles picked me up and then the blood 

gushed from where Oie ball had entered : it was supposed td 

have lodged in my brain and that I was a slain mnn. I 

oould not see or speak, but heai-d — ' Poor Napier, aAsrdl 

F Jiia wounds he is gone at Inst.' I fell obliged by thb regret, 

I but hoped they would not bury me, being still all alive and 

l>l»Dt npou living. The observation made me uneasy thqi 
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for when a fellow shews no life they are sometimes on a field 
of battle over quick in burying him : so with a slight twist 
I intimated, alive but not merry. 

" Four soldiers of the Guards carried me in a blanket to 
tha conyent of Busaco by Wellington's orders : he was close 
to me when I was hit, but rode away at the moment and 
vas returning as they bore me off. Who is that he said ? to 
iittwer was not possible, but my hat was pulled off and 
Wired to him and he ordered them to take me to his 
quarters. Going there we met a clever surgeon, Kirk- 
patrick of the artillery, and General Alava. Setting me on 
the grass, he and another surgeon worked, and very dis- 
igieeable work it was; for the ball was imbedded in the 
bone and pull as they would it could not be extracted, 
though they cut open my cheek for three inches. At last 
one put his thumb in my mouth and pushed while the other 
phicked, and away it came teaiing innumerable splinters of 
hae with it : I did not call out, but it was very painful. 
Poor Alava could not look on, and turned his back. There 
are I believe few Spaniards so troubled with feelings of a 
Und nature as that brave and noble Spaniard ; he is above 
his nation in all things, and must feel bitterly the devilry 
going on in his country: so much for Busaco. I still 
offer enough from that wound now, thirty years after! 

" 80th. — In Man the magistrates, as usual, want troops 
to do everything and the civil power to do notliing, except 
insult and provoke the people : they do not bestir themselves 
anyirhere — north, east, west or south; all are alike inert 
and nowhere endeavour to find out why and where the poor 
nSar. Nor do they work with government to relieve them ; 
nor shew sympathy; they are listless, or fox-hunting, or 
gioase-shooting; they see no crime but poaching, and for 
that small £ault, if fault it be, they are merciless ! Wife, 
diildzen, health, may all go down together : if a poacher is 
eugbt they will not spare him. 

'* October dth. — ^A report that the ships have destroyed 
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Beyruut. Sad work I il is great cruelly beatiDg down a Io«d 
full of women and children, nod bedridden oM peopk sod 
sick: it is very dreadful to fire on imy but troops. 

" Durham, October 20th. — Work ! as the lightning siiiJ 
when it split the steeple. Colonel Chatterton studies his 
profession, and wilt, with opportunity, make a figure. 

"November 8nd. — Captain Williams, priaon inspecior, 
was here last night. He told me he found a man sent lu 
prison for a year with hard labour, without a trial I He 
was accused of poaching and the magislmte's clerk sMi 
him to gaol with an illegal committal for a year, stiting 
tbat he had beuu tried and sentenced J The gaoler knar on 
better, the man remonsti'ated in vain, and liad been in 
prison six months wben Williams found him, and tolii tlie 
case to Lord Normanby. No wonder we have Chiirlisla. 

" 5th. — My wife suffering from pain in her face, OROghl 
at church. Pity the devil can't keep women from cburchi 

"Till. — Black Charles is doing iiis work in Syria like > 
good fellow, and trying to prevent horrors. Her Majesty 
would not be the worse for a dozen such black gentlemen 
as be. 

" a9th. — Glorious news of the taking of Acre. Wist 
will not boldness do? A strong fortress which has Mooii 
siege after siege taken in three liours by ships ! ! The poor 
Egyptian slaves have been slaughtered by tJtoiisanda ftoo 
the obstinacy of thai rascal Mehemet AH. Poor fellow> 
their fate is hard, to fail for a tyrant they detest ! WhW* 
life mine is ! drivelled away in reading courts-martial I 

" December 4th. — Wrote again to the secretary of war 
to request some allowance for travelling expencea, EigbtWD 
months ia this district, travethug iUbO miles in thiitumn 
and all posting, besides being fi'om eighty lo one liuudreil 
days at hotels, for which they allow me uothing : this » 
very unjust. 

" 5th. — Dined with tlie bishop. He seems n fair man in 
oonversation ; but oh ! the riches of the churoh ! He, irtto \ 
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iiw lived a life of ease has £8,000 or XI 0,000 a year and a 
pairico; I who Lave lived a lifo of hardship, wounds and 
baniEhments, Imve one thousand. 

K7th. — Napoleon's remains have reached the Seine and 
honoured as the hero deserves to he honoured. The 
I inflti^ted on England by the murderers of Napoleon 
out never be vashed away : of all the base cowardly actions 
CDmmiited by a nation, or rather the rulers of a nation, the 
wilding of Napoleon to Saint Helena is the most disgusting 
and ihe most impolidc: he should have been preserved in 
Eoflund to keep tbo French rulers submisaive to English 
poliftv. What harm if he had got back to France ? He 
'ctild have had no longer means or provocation for con- 
quest: his old conquests indeed had been only the results 
of successful defence, hut he could not again have roused 
Fnmce to the same exertions— Napoleon was not a god! 
Be never pave marks of folly though, and to attempt to be 
» i-onqueror again would have been folly. All be could 
I'l' done was to lead the spirit of the age, to train and 
- ^'ilt' hberty in its growth, restraining exuberance. 
"Jltb. — At lust government has authorized nn expcn- 
I of £32,000 in the way pointed out in my barrnck 
What will follow? The Ordnance will order 
lltes upon estimates, and a year will thus pass without 
I bdng done. Against that humbugging depart- 
Ifmy force must be tried now: with able engineers at 
xb] it does nothing but mischief. We shall quarrel, 
[I, being in the right, will of course be overset : we 
t overcome power except by sneaking, and that is not 
However it is a great thing to have got so muuh 
f onl of the Whigs for the public good, and without a 
I II bae been my doing, hut Lord Hill bus backed me 



pOlb. — It is said the sultan insists on Mehemet Ali 
\ destroyed : if ao it is a Russian trick, and she will 
I take the Porte luider her protection. Napoleon is to 
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be burled to-day. Glorious man] Tlie whole vorld a 
Bcknowledgeij your greatuess! 

" Christmas day. — My family all well. God be prwsedl 
Does the Deity enter into these malWre? Who knows! 
The Bishop of Cheater of course ! I wish he would tfil 
me, but I suppose he wou't, unless in church and in mi 
orthodox manner. It ia too cold a day for that, and ihete 
is no HSSuraDce that my belief would follow. Suuh dungs 
require undivided attention, and I should he thinking of 
his ten thousaud a year. Oh ! the priests, the priesu, ihfv 
ai-e worse than Sir Harry Vane. Heigho 1 it is bard lo lie 
happy. Susan wants to be merry, bo do must people, bui it 
is not so easy to be merry as children Uiink : they are njerr)' 
however and of them is heaven composed! Innocence a 
with them alone: so we are told and so it is. Old people 
are full of evil passions, which are indulged knowing ih«m 
lo be evil, and therefore we iire miserable : our own folly » 
the cause of our misery and we should bear the results of 
folly patiently, looking forward not back. So endii 
Christmas sermon widiout the bishop! Sufficient 
day is the evil thereof. I can die, 

" 27th. — Maoaulay will not allow my travelUng expfidi 
tliough I have now posted 5250 miles in this district, and 
lived above 100 days in hotels with my aide-de-camp and 
servant. I will memorialize the Lords of the Treasury 
against this Macaulay being allowed to make a bagman of 
me ; hagmen arc paid their expences though. VoiJa nnu 
grande difi%reDee, Sacristie! 

"December 3Ist. — The people are starving and the 
government do nothing! Confound these men who ouQ 
themselves statesmen because they are in place, tliey have 
no other title to the name. What will the comiug year 
produce? Fate settles these matters, luckily, for if God 
left them to us what wild work we should make ! 

" January 2nd, 1841. — Hard and foaiful winter for the 
poor, What a state we ore in ! What pleasum, wltfH 
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comfort is there in ricliea when nil nround us suffer ? I 
nevor did and never can enjoy alone. This is not &om 
principle, for there is oo sense in it unloaa enjoyment is at 
others' cosi, but there is eomeLhing so puinf'ul in otltors' 
»ufl'eringa as to destroy nil pleasure. My punishment of 
Sir F. Adam vna the most ill-natured thing I ever did with 
deliberation : but it was right to chastise a tyrant. Vindic- 
tive feelings were Jiowever there also, scorn and anger which 
^bt not to have been indulged ; they were soon over but 
'uld have ceased before my hook was written : yet if 
essioQ be not rebuked, all government had better end 
slavery be accepted at once. 
" Janutiry 3rd. — Black Ciiarles and Stopford at logger- 
So it always will he when government gives power 
mediocrity and age, with an active vigorous man known 
be all enterprize as second in eommnnd ; but the Admi- 
ly never yet acted witli sense or judgment, or common 
what board ever did ? The First Lord and Board 
Admiralty are as had, as, as, what ? I know not fiutli '. 
it be the Master General and Board of Ordnance. 
Clh. — Took my quarterly oath that I am Charles Napier 
no other man. Oh ! wise secretary Macaulay ! Yon 
almost as wise as if a board was tacked to your Uiil ; 
however nature has done her work to moke you neglect 
joun aa much as if you were a board of ordnance. 

I it. — We seem to go on well in China, hut John China- 
is a cunning knave ; and it cannot be believed that SOO 
lions of the most self-sufficient, proud people of the world 
"will take tt kick from Admiral Elliot and be brought to their 
bearings by the capture of a lille island like Chusan. I 
asked Lord Fiztroy to send me out there, but was refused. 

" 14th. — A fearful day, the cold is terrible. God help tiie 
pour people in their dreadful suifering: well may they ex- 
clajm, we want Justice not charity. The secretary at war 
etill refuses my expences: this is just; — the more my duty, 
[lie worse my pay. Lord Hill says be will take it in band." 
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He did so but could not move Macaulay to jiiBtic©- 
Indian profits had dulled his perception of the virtue, 

"February 12tL. — What is to he done about MoLeod? 
Surely the Yankees dare not hong a man who only obeyed 
his orders. If our government hear this our pride and 
honour go for ever : men will feel ashamed of being Enghah. 
To resent it will cost me all I possess, my money b 
American funds, hut better to lose it than see £ng1u 
dishonoured. 

" I4ih. — A letter from Sir Hussey Vivian : he can n 
understand his own business nor mine. Why should cot 
plans of barracks he kept prepared ? Estimates are dif- 
i'erent things, I never supposed they could be kept pre- 
pared ; at least never stud so : but plans may be, and 
ought to be. Sir Hussey is not wise, and because he b 
not, tho soldier wilt be kept in bad barracks for some 
years longer, 

'* 27th. — Sir C. Shaw, police commissioner atMancheeter, 
tells me the government police established there is to be 
turned over to the town ; this is bad, it will beoooie a means 
for oppression in tlie hands of faction. A large town like 
tliat requires a police, but ought to he ruled and paid by a 
rosponaible chief unconnected with town or manufactorira. 
He ought to keep in order, not only the gentlemen who re- 
gard all things that can be got at as meums. and all that 
can't as tuums ; but also, a more difficult task, keep the rich 
manufacturers from grinding tho poor to powder when raw 
coiton is falling in price : such people naturally desire a 
pohce paid and governed by themselves. 

" March 1 4 th. — Mr. Davenport has offered me hie hona eol 
Calvelly, and though expensive it shall be taken focj 
sake of my girls' health. Lord Eiit has abo consents 
head-quarters being at Calvelly Park : tliia is pleasant d 
two years' misery in lodgings too amatl, and without a r 
to write in undisturbed I 

" SIst. — Write, write, write. 22nd. ditto, ditto, ditto. 
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fonnd all geese but those that have wiogs, and those Ujh 
for lending their quills. 

'" a7th. — I shall have my way about barracks yet, if I havu 
p&tieDce. T do not care for a clever fellow kicking me, but 
Uie worry of fools takes all the patience out of my hotly. 

" April I St. — Two years of command over ! so life passes. 
Command ! No ! it is not command, it is slavery under 
x^iuodles; but Lord Hill has not his own way and he is no 
fcoodle, he ia a glorious soldier, but a little too good for the 
'Vhigs and Tories he has to deal with, 

" Colonel W. Napier. — Fear of puhhcity is great at the 
Jloree Guards. Lord Fitzroy in alarm, lest my barrack 
•rporl should get into the hands of the public. What harm 
if it did ? It is very disagreoable to he thus daubed with 
gotemment slime, and at times it inclines me to cut the 
f ninttfr. Yet how give up my profession ! I am reading 
*li« life of Ho(;he as you advised. His only weak point way 
admiration of a republic, under which his genius was, hy 
own account, constantly upset One sees nothing of 
in Napoleon. Hating republics and republicans, hi; 
ited for better times and made them. Hoche had one 
^TCBt advantage in the civil war of Vendue: — the people 
<lid not fight for food but for a Bourbon, and against the 
Kuass of their countrymen. How different would a civil 
"«:Br be with us ! The rich have driven the poor mad by 
oppression, and think to regain lost respect by greater 






^h " April. 



I "April. — Yon tell me I am popular in Chester. I did 
t kDow that, nor do I now know why. However, as you 
ubaerve, unbought praise from such a source is agreeable ' 
— it camo firom poor men. " It is surprising to me that you 
bate not beard from Lord Fitzroy, but one of the best 
poiDts of the Horse Gaarde is that they do more than they 
proBUsei As to the Canada matter I conclude, on genera) 
priodplcs, that McLeod is a Canadian rap ; that the Yankees 
Rho arc trying him are rather worse ; that Fo.\ will do what 



iM 



and ■&!■■ 
the JKM 



1J8 LIFE OP CHARLES JAME3 NAPIER, I19tl. 

is rigbt. Lord Polmerstou will do wiml is wrong, and ■ 
prosptci of war will arise out of the medley." 

It is well known to persons auqaainted with the ( 
iiffuirs of that lime lliaC Mr. H. Fox, tlien British S 
«t Wasliington, prevented B wur by his great talent and 
prudence. 

" The duke is abused for his speech, ' illiberal speecli,' 
about the navy. I at first thought it a wise and useful due, 
but am now convinced he was wrong ; our fleets can always 
take strung fortresses, and it was old Douro'ti stupidity 
wliicb caused the failure at Burgos: he ought to have had 
up the B<iuadroii fiom St. Ander. Don't trouble yonr hcml 
about the flying sap, a flying squadron is the thing fof 
business in John Bull's opinion, and with John's efferves- 
couces not even the duke can interfere with impunity ! Mr. 
Wilhraliam told me that Lord Nonuanby said to him— 
Charlisra is dying away, for the Northern Liberator had 
gone out for want of readers. My answer was, that I could 
not account for that fact, but could not believe it was Irom 
a cessation of Chartism. Writing then to Campbell at New- 
castle, be save, ' the merchants wanted an advertizing p&per, 
uud tlie Liberator did not circulate among purchiuung and 
selling people ; another paper was consequently set Up with a 
large capitjij, and the Liberator was bought for a very Uberal 
sum.' This simple fact, the real cause not sought for, has 
tranquilh^ed the minister as to the state of the conniry ! 
Campbell tells me Chartism is spreading more than ever 
about Newcastle-on-Tyne ; but a minister thinks all safe and 
tranquil because a miserable newspaper has sold its types! 
Robberies and murder go a-head here, two burglaries within 
a week at Chester. A thin weak lady has however defeated 
three robbers with blackened faces; one of whum put a 
pistol U) her head, she knocked it out of his band and cast 
him headlong down stairs ! Well done poor law \ and well 
done old lady ! 

"April. — Australian affairs seem to be carried on ex] 
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^Hkely '■ if- is said ^£34,000 has been paid for a palace ! My 

^Beeign was lo model the government upon the system of 

^^pederick the Great. Five hard-working secretaries, viz. 

^^Bw common, the others for justice, agriculture, police, public 

^^orks and schools : they should have done without clerks 

who could have been added as the colonists increased ; thus 

the fraroe-work would have expanded. Three hundred a 

Te«r at first for the secretaries, and my own pay £1000 ; I 

told them £800 was enough, but say £1000. Allow £500 

for lodging all, and a government would have been esta- 

lished for £HOO0 n year, A poll-tax of one pound where 

jes were from 1 to II) siijllings a day would not have 

1 felt, and would have given £3000 above the expenco of 

Iremmetit for eontingenoies; this would have increased in 

platnp as the colonists increased, but would have dimi- 

I the individual. 
" My intent, was also to carefully lay out suoh portions of 
|> hundred thousand pounds — which I bad demanded from 
nment only as a loan to be repaid — as might be 
bftesBory for the security and advantage of the colunisUi in- 
dividually. This in colonizing is everything: for though 
in England one man is only the iwenty-raiUionth part of 
t public, he would be on landing a three -thousandth part 
f. ihe colony, and therefore a much more important being 
I the commonweal ! In tliis view the immediate interest 
I comfort, of each individual is of the fii-st imporlancc, 
t expansion of the democratic principle being the onlv 
s of preserving the aristocratic principle, by making it 
ted. That the population would he immoral and bad 
cnov, bat the greatest rascals woidd have been satis- 
i Kennedy, Light and myself, and other good 
Ipws, working hard to forward those very rascals' own 
1 and success as colonists. The soldiers also would 
idy in ease of need, and to them I would have given 
tgh rcwurds for ten years' good service, keeping tight 
discipline. Fifty soldiers would have done as to force, but 
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Tenr small bodies are not easy to keep in discipline ; two 
hundred would have been better, and enabled me to hold 
courts-martial and shoot a mutineer: but power to send 
home in disgrace, with loss of home and land held on mili- 
tary tenure, would have sufficed. 

'^ My plan for schools was all arranged, and firom the chief 
school after twenty years all public functionaries were to be 
chosen ; no other obligation was to be imposed on people to 
educate their children ; aud the schools should have been 
opened for persons of all ages. The code Napoleon should 
have been taken for our jurisprudence generally; I expected 
opposition to this, but found none, so far as I ventured to 
sound. Chinese artizans should have been introduced ; and 
camels for exploring, as the chief difficulty in my eyes was 
finding places with water for halting. Camels would carry 
enough for searching, which tired men and beasts half dead 
with thirst cannot do. At watering-places, when found, 
Martello towers and a family of missionaries should have 
been established. These fellows have enterpiize and indus- 
try, and would soon form good taps for exploring parties, 
to halt at and provision. I designed also to drill all the 
boys at school, to prepare for dealing with the 60,000 con- 
victs at Sydney.*' 
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Ok the 5th of April 1841 he took possession of Calvelly 
HalL 

"Journal. — This place belonged to the famous Sir John 
Calvelly, or Calverley, as Froissart has it, a friend of the 
]Black Prince. If he was such a monster as his royal crony 
they have now probably a warm berth, and are not, like me, 
troubled with rheumatism. This is a beautiful spot, but too 
grand for a poor soldier of fortune without fortune, like 
me : but it is a delight to see my girls running about in 
this fine air. 

"April 2 1 St. — ^My scheme of passing some years here 
is already ended ! Lord Fitzroy Somerset has called to 
offer me, from Lord Hill, a place on the Indian staff; 
but he gives me leave to decline the offer, which is very 
honourable treatment : it must be considered, but my wish 
is to go." 

On this offer he consulted his brother William, whose 
^vice was, ' to go if he felt a call for such a service; if not 
to remain at home.' The reply was — " The appointment is 
accepted. My hope is to get there safe, but to move my 
family is fearful ! I go overland and shall insure ray life 
fo two years. If there is war in the Punjaub, which seems 
^y, a good command may fall to me : it will be sorrowfdl 
to leave you all, for it is late in life, and I am much worn." 
Worn he was, anxious and ill, yet his labours increased 
nther than diminished as his command drew to a close. 
"Colonel W. Napier, June 18th. — Poor Oonsidine, and his 
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r Bftrlow, on my staff, are both dead — and all iLeir 
work falls on me wliile preparing for India. The 'AiffU 
Catchers ' have been making a row at Newcastle, In my 
opinion Irish regiments should not be commanded by Irish- 
men, ihey go on better with others. Major won't let 

a soldier speak to him unless brought up by a non-commis- 
sioned officer ! And now, when some of hie men behave 
ill, he is absolutely encouraging them in outrage. 

"June 2(ith. — Been to Newcastle. My spirits were very 
low until my mind was fixed for India, then they rose ; but 
my work is so hard it gives no time for thought. There 
is fear of a row at Monohesler, where Shaw has sent 200 con- 
stables to meet a body of fiirious. justly furious. Irishmen. 

"July 19th. — No exercise for a month, not even a walk, 
except my jonmey to Newcastle. The Horse Guards would 
not let mc settle the 87th matter, as could easily have been 
done, but inaisled on a report, desiring me to give no opi- 
nion publicly. The parties have consequently sent Ju twelve 
pacquets, each as thick oa one of your volumes, out of wliich 
my report is to be concocted while suffering agony with 
rheumatism in my arm, which is nearly paralysed ; the 
spasms only seize me in a certain position, but then come 
like the wrenching of a bad strain : am I on your road of 
pain ? If so I am done." 

In this manner he worked for the public to the last 
moment of his stay in England ; but only bis private story 
need now be traced, until he is found again in arms, aog- 
mcnting eveu the glory of England by his courage and 
genius, for his head was made for war though his bewt 
always yearned for peace. 

" Colonel W, Napier. — My rheumatism not better, and is 
very painful, with little sleep. Alexander Jobnsloa tella 
me I am to have 10,000 men on the Indus: I care little 
where, being a fatalist, as most people are in my belief. I 
can't get my life insured, my wounds have given me too great 
a shake ; and my conviction that the objection ii 
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Just wby I wish to insure. Meannhile gladly elmll I get 

■WRT from this district, for how to deal with violence pro- 

1 liy starvation, by folly, by villainy, and even by a wish 

J' do right, is a hard raatter: bard I mean to deal with 

feonscientiously ; for act ae you will it must be with some 

tice : honest men on both sides furnish rascals with pre- 

■ts, and then blindly follow those rnscflls as leaders. A 

I is ensily reconciled to act against misled people if he 

I an honest plun of his own ; but if he is only a sen'ant 

I greater knaves than those be oppocea, and feela he is 

ying strength to injustice, he loses the right stimulus lo 

Action. In ]S39 the government certainly let me take my 

own oonrse; but if the Tories come in, violent measures, or 

■wlnt they call vigorous measures will probably he taken : 

th«t I could not bear, and rejoice to have escaped the tiial. 

Ilfurever, T may wrong the Tories : Peel is a clever man, and 

»s lie gave way in one instance he mny in another. But this 

alone will not do, the people are starving, and if not fed, the 

t«8 nolent the government the more violent will they be. 

" Every element of a ferocious civil war is boihng in this 
iliBlricl, and if asked what class of men appear most just 
unil most anxious to avoid it, I should say the officers; but 
"f all classes the worst are the magistrates. The Tory 
'nigistmles are bold, violent, irritating and uncompromising ; 
'iie VHiig magistrates sneaking and base, always ready to 
<'^l for troops, and yet tnicklitig to the mob: at least this 
" the tinge on my mind in my intercourse with them, 
iliDugb I cannot bring any body of facts to hear ma out. 
Alio the Chartist leaders they nre not trustworthy; they 
"* demagogues for evil, not for good ; they would all fall 
Uder the mischief they have provoked, and are now. 
pOToUng. Last year I told the secretary of stale, that 
^ilboot pretending to have un opinion on the merits of the 
L (wil'Uw qnestion, it was verj' clear that question would ere 
■BW form a rallying point, on which Chartists. Republicans. 
^Htf R)iopk«epers, would unite and form a league not easy to 
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deal with. This T am inclined to believe is now coming to 
pass, because the dissenting ministers are taking a Tiolent 
part, which of course they do to please those who pay them. 
This ere long will produce a powerful body, and posseesing 
such weight that it will not be very manageable in the 
manufacturing districts. It will have leaders of great richee 
and influence, and as they can only hold place, as leadeiB, 
by the general sufirage of their followers, the mass of w|iom 
will be Chartists, the latter will make great progren, 
although hated by those very leaders. This is the lasl 
dose of northern politics I shall give you. The duke wiU 
do no good I fear. First because he wont try; next 
because he would be overwhelmed with reproaches, and 
because his ancient feelings are so strong. He is like a 
gnarled oak, there is not a bit of bend in him; and hk 
twists cannot be cut into knee timbers, because they aie 
twists the wrong way." 

Thus terminated his long and arduous command in th€ 
north of England, during which he certainly saved the 
country from insurrection and bloodshed: nor were his 
predictions of after mischief unsound. After his departon 
starvation and misery did their work. Strikes, riots, and 
frequent conflicts with the police proclaimed the people*! 
feelings; the military were recklessly brought into actioii 
and blood was shed : yet Chartism became more vehement 
And then the corn-law agitation, taking exactly the courw 
predicted by him, grew too powerful for the government 
and its success, combined with disunion amongst the Ghartit' 
leaders, abated the spirit of Bepublicanism. True Chartiss 
however abated not, until the memorable 10th of April 
1848. Nor then through the prosecutions, harsh and vin 
dictive as they were, but from the fact, established by th< 
immense display of special constables, that the Chartist 
were not the majority: this went home to the people'i 
understandings. Chartism is however not dead, it onl; 
sleeps^ to awake with an improved judgment. 
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Chfirles Napier shall now be folioTred to India, but it is 

worthy of notice that on his departure tha staff of tlie 

uorUiem distriot wns increased to four general officera, to do 

work which he perfonned BJngly, and for wliich Macaulay 

refused him the extra exponces. 

" Marseilles, October 25th. — No occasion to describe a 

ley tbroDgh France, it is known that the poat-boya wear 

It-boots, and they are the chief thinga to be observed, 

( ever before you, and there is no scenery to draw ofi' 

attentioD. There are however paved tilings which our 

agreeable neighbours call roads, laid without the least regard 

^^JD that eciehtifio course which they taught in the Simplon, 

^HJBt have abominably neglected even there, and on the 

^^B^ Cenis. However EngUahmen have no right to crow, they 

^^■M satisfied if the surface he smooth, and hard enough to 

^^■BO^st ''heir horses. John Crapai/d is now curing his 

^Hnds of the stone by giving them the gravel, without 

^^itteinpti&g scientific slopes. Soience uid common sense 

are nearly synonymous, and both outraged by these road- 

makerB, 

^^F " ^th. — Reached Malta. Passed through the Straits of 

^Hpessina, with tlie phimtom-looking head of Etna looming 

^HR'the clonds, and the plain of Moida on the left ! the glory 

«f brave men perishing with their bodies, the eternal moun- 

lain bidding time defiance. 

" 3 1 St. — Among the isles of Greece. What is to happen / 

^^Kuj are now free and roguish, living on their character of 

^^|pl times, cultivating their literature, and proud of what 

^^Hbjrwere, yet giving no indication of again becoming great. 

They seem inclined to throw Otho overboard ; to tie his 

lianda with n constitution would be more sensible, killing 

ttogs is a bad habit which onsettles all government. But 

^^^B Greeks, still sick with slavery, are incapable of great 

^^Bbevements ; and Otho seems to think injustice and 

^^MKllt is the way to enlighten a clever high-spirited people, 

^^^Bt agts of misery and darkness. The Greeks are a proud 
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people, and Olho by treating Uiem well would sava | 
adopted country and himself from much miffering, 

" November 4tli. — Egypt! The land of wonders! 

" 6th. — he!t Alexandria by the Mahmoudie Canal, 4 
miles long, ninety feet wide, eighteen deep : a great n 
raent of the villainy and stupidity of that barbariaD It 
met Ali. It is said he had it executed in one year by a 
hundred and fifty thousand men, who bad no tools, but dug 
it out with their hands ! They had no pay and 29,000 died 
of starvation ! I quarrel not with him for making tliera dig 
with their hands, that might be good or had for them ; but 
the starving the poor people was unqualified evii. Working 
with their nails might be a remedy for starvation; not i 
very wise one in the present state of the world though, nor 
very creditable to AH's boasted ' talents and enlightened 
views,' 80 extolled by vulgar English mercantile ndventorere 
and travellers. But when we find nails digging canals, and 
teeth having sinecures, the great pacha must be left to those 
who have more time and talent than myself to describe the 
rascal in proper colours. 

"Having made his nail canal one would imagine it was 
for general traffic. Woe beiide the boat and boatmen he 
finds on his canal ! His own boats only are allowed to ply, 
except the tract boat for English travellers — perniilted 
because the communication with Suez is profitable (o him. 
None but European merchanla have any property in Egj-pt; 
the land and its produce is the pacha's private property 
and his tax is the full produce, out of which he returns a 
miserable dole, partly grain partly money, at pleasure. 
This is the ' great man ' of advenlurera, who hm 
reached to fortunes, and to whom the pacha, for tliM 
sharp sharks enough, has made grants. Every £IOQ| 
get from him adds to the cry ' How great is the abiU^ 
Mehemet Ali!' lie has however much diminished the 
population of Egj^pt since the reign of the Tklamelukca, 
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llie walls, about 40 feet, it is called 60, without injury to 
ilie man or tbe horae, which bore him off to Syria. 

"November 7th. Cairo. — Tltia city of caliphs and genii 
and Arabian Nights is very pretty and very stinking. It is 
however ft curious old town, worth seeing, but ray anxieties 
and my nge go ill together with sights, and my spirits are 
wretched. The whole of Egypt is a marvel, and 'tis a sin 
t it is not well governed. Why did we give it up when 
t were in possession by right of conquest over con- 
8 ? and when it was won also by tbe lives of Aber- 
ie, and ibousands of others ! Hud it been kept, 
kxandria would now be a IJverpool ; Cairo would be clean 
i beantiful, with a full UtifGc from the interior of Africa, 
i civilized Abyssinia would be pouring down her produce 
^tfae Nile to Cairo. Then the word of God spreading 
BOHgb tbe darkness of Africa ! a point so dear to Tories, 
k of that bishops ! Think of a bishop of Alesandria! 
letber of Grand Cairo! a third of Thebes! Deacons of 
l4h« Delta also! Prebends of the Pyramids! Think of 
Mahomet floored alongside of Sesoslris, and the Pope gib- 
beted on Pompey's Pillar! Alas! it is no joke to fight 
ios for nothing when the happiness of a whole country 
^l be created by profiting from the bloody work ! 
" NoTember i5th. — In the desert. 

• IBtli. — Still in the desert. Vultures, gazelles, camels, 

I as much pebbles and sand as could be wished. 

"Saez. — A very curious but disagreeable place; bugs 

ind ; water does not, and what there is salt and hor- 

I, Seidlltz powders arc preferable as a beverage but too 

e here. Mr. Waghome is a very active gentleman, but 

t arrangements are by no means completed ; ten pounds 

tnded at this place would make the nm a hundred pounds 

•r: be must also have horses better trained to draw his 

Tirts, or necks will be broken in the desert, and people don'l 

want to be picked by vullures like the camels. Travellers 

&od tbe greatest olWUty at the hotels, and though we were 



158 LIFE OP CHARLES JAMES NAPIER, pML 

delayed by ill-broken, or rather wild horses in the desert, the 
driver, Mr. Williams, was most attentive and careful. How- 
ever, no one can altogether enjoy being pulled along by four 
wild Arabian steeds attached to a taxed-cart» kicking, rearing, 
plunging and gibbing. 

"Bombay. — Arrived here 12th of December, and on the 
IfSth first set foot on Indian ground. I had visited Aden 
on my way, a strong place easily defended : it will be large. 
Beyond our lines, which are stronger than Gibraltar, as benig 
flanked by an island, a rich plain seems to extend far into 
Arabia; if well- governed and well-founded as a colony Aden 
will be most valuable : but no government cares about suck 
things, all with them is from hand to mouth work^ without 
reflection or plan. 

" Poonah, December 28th. — ^Assumed command here this 
day, having resigned the northern district of England in 
October ! Pretty quick ! We are very uncomfortable, no 
house holds us : a soldier should not have wife or daughters, 
his hat should cover his family." 

No event of Charles Napier's life exemplified the daring 
and firmness of his temper more than this journey, which he 
thus spoke of in after years. " When I look back to the 
desperation which made me come to India at 60 years of 
age, and on the dreadful journey to Marseilles, with so many 
women, I feel how strong is my love for my girls : had I 
then died not a farthing was left for them. My passage to 
Suez was paid beforehand perforce, and my pockets were 
empty ; all I possessed was expended on the journey, and 
the illness of one of us would have forfeited the whole by 
keeping us behind the steamer at Marseilles ! It was one of 
those bold adventures which amount to rashness, but my re- 
solution was to risk all for my girls. At Bombay the purser 
received my last money, a bill for £600 in payment of the 
voyage from Suez, and returned two pounds ! Happy was 
I to end that long, long, journey of danger to me." 

He was now quick to master his own position and the 
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stotij of pablio affaire, but ere he speaks himself a ellght 
preliminary sketch is necessary. 

Sir W. McNaughten, mover find director of Lord Auck- 
land's unhappy Affgban invasion, bad been kitlod at a con- 
ference with Acbar Khan ; General Sale was besieged in 
Jellolnbad ; General Elphinstone's army bad been utterly 
destroyed in retreating from Cabooi, himself remaining with 
a few officers and the wives of officers' prisoners. This 
caustrophe bad produced cnQstemiition throughout India, 
all sense and energ}- seemed to vanish : the government 
which had rushed with such ostentation of power and boast- 
ing to an unjust war sunk under the calamity, and the 
public partook of its weakness. 

Oa the upper frontier, the Khybur pass, of which all per- 
sons, civil and military, seemed to Itave an exaggerated 
^^Unoi, was between Peshawur and General Sale, and when 
^^■D feeble attempts to succour that officer failed, hope of his 
^^Pbty died away. On the lower frontier Colonel Palmer 
^^ns shut up witli a thousand men in Ghusnee. General 
Now was in Candahar, having a considerable army, but me- 
naced by the main body of the Affgbans. Brigadier Eng- 
ud was at (juettnb, in support of Nott; but the Bolau pass 
3 him and Sukkur on the Indus, where a small 
ish furce held the northern parts of Scinde. In ibis 
) of affairs, after two unsuccessful attempts had been 
ide to force the Khybur pass, a force under General Pol- 
i reached Pesbawur, destined to succour Sale ; but he bad 
his sepoys were disheartened, and a numerous 
y of Sikhs, though professedly friendly and their Prince 
I Singh was so, had ftsserabled near Pesbawur evidently 
ing mieciiief : fortunately, at tliat moment Lord Ellen- 
t took the reins of government. 
^' Joomal, January 2and. — I have seen the Poonah brigade. 
1 tools to work with if need he ; and need may be, 
) Affgbans have rebelled against Shall Soojah, Lord 
md'a king, liave murdered Sir A. Bumes and shut 
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up the garrison of Cabool without provisions; the roads 
are snowed up, and the troops will he done up. Sir W. 
McNaughten the great mover of this silly policy of con- 
quest remains in Cabool. Rumours of fights, victories, 
defeats, have filled my morning visitors' mouths for the last 
month, hut all communication is cut off and we only know 
the danger the unhappy Cabool garrison is in ; no provisions 
for any length of time, no ammunition, and hordes of foes 
without to prevent escape. What is to be done ? I would 
put myself at the head of the best force to be collected and 
win my way to Cabool. While writing the above, a letter 
from Sir T. McMahon says Scinde is growing troublesome, 
and he has recommended the Governor- General to send me 
there. This will probably happen, and I like to go, but do 
not like to leave my wife and girls. Howjever war admits 
of no hesitation, the sea is troubled, but my little boat must 
be pushed into the waters! What is to become of this? 
God knows ! His all-powerful hand rules, and as He wills 
we must move, be it to destruction or disgrace, to good or 
ill, to life or death. My wish is to be left quiet a little while 
in each day, to obtain an insight of Indian wars, history and 
country ; for knowledge and thought only can enable us to 
net wisely in such positions. This the world will not be- 
lieve, and idle talk is thought more important than reason 
and reflection. If my morning hours only were secure from 
worry it would content me ; but only by snatches can need- 
ful knowledge be obtained. 

" January 23rd. — McNaughten has been assassinated at 
a conference with the insurgents ; falsely called rebels, for 
what right had Lord Auckland to depose Dhost Mohamed ? 
It was a scheme of money-seeking merchants that caused 
the war, and we have caught a tartar ! More war with these 
wild tribes must now be, and it is clear that I shall go to 
Scinde ; nearly as clear that I shall have the whole com- 
mand of those countries and be 1 500 miles from my family. 
This demands nerve, but it will not be for long, the expence 
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will prevent a loDg war and it will not be my taste to eke it 
out This is speaking indeed as if already appointed, but 
who is there ? My hope is to act satisfactorily for the public 
and I am not likely to spare myself, yet I am too sensible 
of increasing weakness from age to hope much : hurrying 
&st towards the end it will be fortunate to reach it in the 
hour of victory : who would be buried by a sexton in a 
churchyard rather than by an army on the field of battle ? 
But this is not for us to settle ; perhaps the best end is that 
Kmgest delayed, certainly the best is that which fate ordains. 
Kay mine be honourable, come how or when it may, this 
116 has many trials and 't is well to leave it. I am now past 
fiftj-nine, and for this command should be thirty-nine ! 

" 24th. — My feelings grow strong. A post may keep me 
at Poonah, or send me fifteen hundred miles off to head 
^0,000 men in a di£Bicult war against natives defending one 
of the most difficult countries in the world : add to this, the 
"^ist part of the affair, a bad cause ! I am not acquainted 
^th the troops to be commanded, or the people against 
^hom we war ; yet the eyes of the world will be upon me, 
ftr the whole world sees and talks of our Affghan failure, 
^hich it will be for me to repair. To try my hand with an 
vmy is a longing not to be described ; yet it is mixed with 
shame for {he vanity which gives me such confidence : it 
^ come and I cannot help it as to my mind ; but as to 
B»y body it is not so. Oh ! for forty, as at Cephalonia, 
^hero I laughed at eighteen hours' hard work on foot under 
t burning sun : now, at sixty, how far will my carcass can^ 
^? No great distance ! Well, to try is glorious ! 

"February 3rd. — All sorts of reports about the poor 
people at Cabool, the worst is to be expected. The Scin- 
^tts are said to be growing more hostile, if so I shall 
<^ertainly be sent. I am ready. 

** March 4th. — Received the following from Lord EUen- 
bonmgh. * Madras. I have the honour to transmit a letter 
pren to me by your brother Sir George Napier at the Cape. 
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I shall feel greatly indebted to you if you will have llif 
kittdnasB to send to me, at Calcutta, a statement of yom 
views with respect to the mimner in whieli the honoui of oui 
arms may be most effectuftlly re-established in AffghanisiM. 
I Lave just heard of tha disasters of Cabool. I arrivwi 
here at noon lo-day, and sail this evening.' Now it happened 
that when I heard of the Cabool massacre, baving a pre- 
sentiment nf Lord E.'s difficulties on first a^ri^■i^g, and 
knowing that those who had produced misforinne were not 
the men to furnish a remedy, I drew up a plan of campaign^ 
But never having seen I>ord Ellenborough I waa fearful of 
sending it to him, and thought ratlier to send it to Sit 
Thomas McMabou, or Lord Auckland, being mnd to see so 
many lives thrown away by foolish men ; bnt mv wife so 
earnestly opposed its being sent to Lord Auckland. « 
useless, that it remained in my desk. It will reach Lord 
Ellenborough the 16th, with the following letter. 

" Poonah, March 4ih. — I have been but two montbs Id 
India, yet in that time our misfortunes have nalurallj 
drawn my thoughts to the war on the north-west frunder. 
The result has been the crude memoir herewith transmitted. 

" The details of our niiafortunea seem as yet involved in 
mystery ; the only point clearly ascertained is the slaughiw 
of a large body of our troops, whoso courage has not been 
impeached. That great faults have been committed may be 
assumed, because the force destroyed, thoogh possibly col 
equtd to the defence of Cabool, was fully equal to secure il* 
own honour and safety. This Sir Robert Sale lias proved 
, by his noble defence of Jellalabad against the same eueiiiy> 
and that with less than half the force massacred i 
resistance at Cabool. 

" The first operations should he an endeavour to 4 
the garrison of Jellalabad. If the newspapers spealcV 
General Sale has only provisions to last till 1st of Apiff, 
when these foil be must surrender or be destroyed. He is 
difierently situated from General Elphinstone. Thai 
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i right to expect reinforcemeuts, be well knew they 
not resch bim because or tbe enow and the enemy : 
[ a Btrong force, and knew he bad but a limited qaan- 

provisions. Thns dtiily becoming weaker, pbyaically 
orally, I know not why in such circumstances he did 
. once give battle, and he had no right to negotiate 
ibels. General Sale's position is essentially different. 
B a rigbt to expect reinforcements, and to abandon 
would be to give tbe enemy a second victory. 
Sale haa gloriously fulfilled his duty of defence, 
kocral Elpbinstone made a vigorous attack be would 
iy have now worn well-earned laurels, instead of 

1 

IBeral Sale may be leUeved by treaty, or by force. 
I first case, surrounded by barbarian nations and 
BOnqnered tribes within the frontier, a treaty made 
tbe pressoie of recent defeat would be a dangerous 
nent. As to force, all liistory tells us of tbo diSi- 
• of fforriog in a mouniaiuous country occupied by a 
I population ; yet difficulties must be encountered with 
3e sad can generally be overcome. The country be- 
^OBbawar and Jellalabad is spoken of as very strong, 
can get to the top of hills which command a 
jllier men can generally get there also, without going 
Dg into the pass : when troops have been destroyed 
les they have commonly fallen victims to want of 
It in their loader, 

noront of the countr)' 1 really am afraid to say much, 
imot help thinking a large force ought long since lo , 
Ben assembled at Peshawur, and ere now have forced 
lybnr pass : this should be attempted by pushing one 

column along tho left hank of the Cabool River, and 
id to tarn the pass if possible by the south. These 
tg colamns should he commanded by resolute officers, 
dy selected, and with picked men — the general com- 
Bg lb« whole using whatever stratagems the r 
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(if Iiis mind and the local circumstaDcea offered. Tiie ja' 
dicious application of money to gain,intelligenpe, ond even 
allies, amongst the Khyburoes. might hd most effectual : doI 
that I would purchase n passage, as that might entail pm- 
cfaasing one back again :— it should be forced. 

"Destitute of local information I dare not criticise whit 
1)83 been done, it would be presumption; but in the con- 
fidence with which your lordship has honoured me, I will 
ask, why this tremendous pass baa been attacked by smill 
detachments ? To force the most dangerous pass of a cauD' 
try. where whole armies have been before destniyed, ouglil 
only to be attempted with many thousands, yet it appears w 
have been attempted with hundreds. Had the brave moi 
who are said to have reached Ali Musjid, and were tlien 
obliged to fight their way back again from want of pn>«- 
siona, readied Jellalabad, would they have been of tiee » 
General Sale ? No ! they would have added u> bis disirew 
by diminishing hia provisions. Either the papers gi^a « 
lying account of this matter, or it was an operation of ex- 
ceeding folly : the stories may be false, but they are believwJ, 
and show what a waul of confidence exists in the pubk 
mind. 

" What force has been collected atPeshawur is not known 
to me, but I hope its operations are vigorous ; assiiredl; 
there is no time to lose ; for if the intrepid defeudere of 
Jellalabad fall without some desperate effort being roadew 
save them, great will be the disgrace, and raelancbolv tin 
catastrophe 1 In all cases, and whether Sale has been re- 
lieved or not, the first military operations now ought to ^• 
if the numbers, means of transport, and military chest hA- 
mit, to move upon Cabool from Pesliawur, and from Can- 
dahar by (ibusnee. The strength of these columns slionlil 
have no limit btii the want of means ; the greater the fon* 
the more certain the success, and after our defeat we rails' 
be very cautious against another reverse. The foroo from 
Feshawur should be about thirty thousand ; that from Oty . 
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tlaliar nor less tbaii luu tliousand : such appears to me ttie 
force required ; bal liigae plans ought to have been all pre- 
pared a monLh ago ! 

'"The above movement, if well executed, would liberate 
Shah Soojah. nlio Is eaid slill to muke a despernle defenuu 
in Cabool, and we ougiit not to abandon him. The column 
moving from Candahar would distract the enemy's atten- 
tion, oblige him to divide his forces and remove our disgrace; 
and when our i-olours were once more unfurled at Cabool, 
your lordship would be able more freely to adopt any line of 
policy you chose. Perhaps, if a noble, generous, not a vin- 
dictive warfare, be purBtied by our troops, as I sincerely 
hu{>e, it might be very practicable to retire immediately with 
honour from Affghanistan, leaving a friendly people behind 
us. The Affghans are a noble race, and although their 
mode of warfare is abhorrent to civilization, a sanguinary 
inrudd would be disgroceful to U8 and would not give them 
more humane ideas ! Once re-established in Cabool a very 
small entrenched force would hold that place, if supported 
ns described in the memoir which accompanies this letter. 

" Such my lord are the views which have presented them- 
selves to my mind; but I must repeat, that my want of 
information as to the disposition of the troops, the means 
of provisioning them, and of tlie power of the treasury to 
metl the expenditure, makes me ashamed to offer my views, 
Slid my hope is it may not lead your lordship to place more 
confidence in my opiniAns than ihoy deserve. This is u 
udty-hurricd letter, but I am aware that if it is to be of 
SfTvice it must not he delayed. I feel also that your lord- 
ship may, before it reaches you, have information to render 
it inapplicable : indeed while writing, there is a report that 
Scindc shews signs of hostility. Our Indian empire has 
had some great trials, but as far as my judgment goes, no 
former governor-general was ever placed in so lr)iiig a 
position as yotu: lordship. This war in AfTghanistan is 
^flDjai away to be carried on without a. frighti'ul expeudi- 
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ture, und yet, if not carried on with vigotir it had beUA 
be given up : languid vara amouQl to defeat and end in 
defeat ! " 

To this communication and the memoir Lord EUenbo- 
rough answered, that the want uf transport and supplies for 
the indicated force would bar the execution, nor hml Le » 
many men difiposable. Nevertheless, a few mouths iBttl 
the expedition against Gahool was undertaken in stiict ooif 
formity with the au^'geslions in the memoir. Fewer ntim- 
bera were indeed employed and with success; battbeamml 
advanced from Candahar and from Pesbawur, and ^b it- 
files of the Khybur were won by luming them and eoBOi 
the summits of the hiUs on each side. The war was bov 
over not conducted with the magnanimity and cnmpaesiaii 
hoped for in his letter. A revengeful spirit was evinwd 
on moro than one occasion, and with savage fjercenees: 
the destruction of tlic bazaar of Oahool, in itself a vin- 
dictive Vandalism, was accompanied with very terrible 
excesses, 

"JoumaJ, March 29th. — Not feeling sure that Lord EI- 
lenhorough was aware of the evik that will probably arise 
if we fail to reheve Sale, I wrote the following reply to lii» 
second letter, and now await events. 

"Poonah, March KSth. Extract. — I am sorry the forc^ 
proposed for attacking the Khybur pass cannot be aa--' 
sembled ; but perhaps I am mistaken in thinking so large i^ 
force necessary, those on tho spirt ought to be the bes^ 
judges. My hope is tliut tbey may find that oollecled a^ 
Pesbawur equal to the adventure, and that they may with—* 
out great loss of life succeed ; for it is peculiar to tbee^ 
enterprises that the bravest and best fall first, and ih^^ 
honour of arms de^-olvea on the core of those who haveS 
flinched. This may happen witbout personal stain, yet irf 
rarely occurs without a loss of moral superiority, which if^ 
very mischievous to troopa. Your lordship's words indeodP 
express exactly what is required at this 
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; I am most anxious about is the recovery of our mili- 
»iy repQtation in AffghanJsCan by some decisive success.' 
Fhat is the one tbiog oecessary, and it was tbis view of the 
itate of the war tliat iuduceJ me to recommend the conceu- 
tntion of the largest possible force at FeBbanur, because 
the peculiar state of this wtir makes a decided success im- 
perative. 

" The first operation ie to relieve Sir Bohert Sale : if we 
(ail to do this our arms will suffer, not only the misfortune 
of a second defeat following on that of Cabool, but such s 
defeat as entails a third, by the consequent destruction of 
those beroio soldiers who have attracted general attention and 
admiration. Their fall at Jellalabad would have a greater 
moral effect, to the prejudice of our mime ond the courage 
of onr troops, than the loss of tvu times their numbers on 
the field of battle. But this is not all the evil that would 
uiae from failure in the Khybur pass, it might produce 
great difficulty in withdrawing the garrisons of Ghusnoe 
lod Coiidahar. It is said that between those towns there 
ueno very difficult passes, but between the latter and the 
btdos are many — some stupendous. It is necessary to 
embrace nil these things in estimating the importance of 
BQOceea at tlie Ebybur, and the means to render the opera- 
tion decisive should be if possible proportionate. For if 
Btr B. Sale be relieved, I imagine your lordsliip will not 
End maoh difficulty iu honourably concluding this con- 
temptible, hut sufficiently irksome and expensive war — a 
war in which I am sure, from your experience in Indian 
aSaJrs, you would never have involved the country. 

*' Journal. — My design was to put Lord Ellenborough on 
lua goard, fearing the »ia»y generals he has iu tlie uorth- 
eut would destroy poor Sole, and tliat if he lost confidence 
ta tben he might coll upon me too late to recover the cam- 
Enign. To undertake impossibilities is not my ambition. 
E could save Sale now, but not alter another failure ; cer- 
r not with the means which would then he left dia* 
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posnble ; for it is said the sepoya don't like the work, ud 
tiie tlirasfaiDg will not eacouiager les autres : our awn bliU' 
tiers would be enough without other people's, 

" April 7th.^ — This dny last year I took possession tif 
Calvelly Hnli, settled as I thought for several years in 
that beautiful place, and then commanding tht northern 
district of England. On the 8th of October I qaitud it, 
and on the I2th of December following am comroaudiDg n 
district in India ! Wliat would on ancient general shy b 
such trayeiling ? Putting aside chronology, I might hare 
engaged Cssar in England, got thrashed, and bolted m 
have a. slap at Alexander in aid of Porus in less than im 
months ! If either of those two chapii, as my little Eniilv 
calls them, could come buck, how they would stare. Yti 
this is tedious travelling to what is coming ! A hundred 
years will see railroads to the Persian Gulph ! A grMi 
change is coming on ilie world. No man can deny ihn 
connection between tlie moral and physical world ; mind 
and body mutually affect each other, and printing sa^ 
steam are changing the bearings of matter. This fsbaogi 
will change oil connected with it, mind amongst the r(«t 

" April 12th.— Pollock was to attack the Khyhur the 
28th ultimo. To get through a long and difficult pnsiis 
a dangerous operation : it is to attack a position wki'ili 
has all things in its favour; it is to go into a holewt'' 
an enemy spitting on your head ; art is with your foe n 
well as nature, and you must trust to your genius fo' 
making the enemy blunder. 

" 13lh.— The Bombay and Poonah world give mecrei' 
for writing the letters of 'Lucius Junius' on this war. I 
am not tlie author, and would not deny it were Jl so, fo' 
tliey are capital. 

" 23rd. — General Pollock has forced the Khyhur psse, » 
far as Slusjid Ali, in face of 10,000 Khybureea : Uio «f 
now ought to go on well, for if Sale be rescued all is saft- 
Musjid is about one- third of the pass, and experienced In^jgr*, 
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sers think tbe rest presents no difficulties. This is good, 
It Genera] Englnnd, hitving marcliod from Quettah with a 
; for Ciindfthur. wiis met at Hykiilzie by 1000 Aff- 
^Iinns, who defeated lilm, and he got buck to Quettah with 
difficulty and loss of life" — it afterwtirds appeared that he 
lost but one hundred in action and had no tlifficuJty in re- 
treating, not being pursued, " Ghusnee has aleo fallen. 
Colnnel Palmer capitulated ivith a thousand men, and when 
be began bis march we bear the whole was massacred : this 
B onty report. 

p'From these reverses we may draw these military lessons. 
I Never to occupy towns in a. hostile country without 
tog your garrison all necessary means of defence until 
IROur can arrive. Z". Never allftck, nor risk being at- 
, when only half your force is in tbe field if you 
, have the whole in hand ; General England might 
i doubled his force by waiting for Colonel Simmonds. 
netimes an inferior force must attack, because it is in 
my's power and it is better to fly at him tooth 
! nail than run away to be ciiuglit: In the first case 
I nay be victorious; in the second defeat is certain. 
"General Englaud, knowing he was to be encountered, 
itt^d a fortified town when nothing called on him to do 
h wid when a part of his force was defeated did not bring 
Ibe whole into action. Now if a man makes up his mind 
to attack he should follow it up ; had England done so he 
raid have won. He marched out with half hia force, he 
iked with half of that half force, and did not bring up 
■ nmoinder in snpport: this was terrible work. Pollock 
EStle will, I hope, put all right so far as tho honour of 
) ia coneemed; but they cannot bring back to life 
wrpo and May, ond the gallant men who fell with them 
pyltalziel England's misconduct is however only hear- 
^*ro mnsL have his own story ere we judge. My fear is 
t they will send me to Scindo, where there is now no 
[oar W be gained. Had they sent me there al first, as 
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the fiombiiy govemmeDt wanted, tliis disnster would hvK 

lieen spared — perhaps not though ! Well, a soldier must go 
where ordered, and no grumbling. 

"April 30th. — Thai noble fellow Sale has given Achat 
Khan a thrashing at Jellalabad ; it is one of the most bril- 
liant things ever read of: with fourteen hundred men he 
attacked the (!,000 besieging 1dm and totally defeated them. 
No more news of Pollock : he complains in his dispatch that 
his men are totally knocked up for want of due numbers, fti 
he b&3 fifteen thousand men ! I told Lord EUenboroDgh 
thirty thousand would be required, and if fifteen thousanJ 
are exhausted with fatigue ere one-third of the pass is won, 
and no serious fighting, my estiqate was not far wrongl 
Had the Khyburees resisted, as everybody said tbey wouli 
Pollock must have stopped progress until reinforced. I hold 
therefore by my firet opinion. The Bombay government bw 
made a second application to have me in command of Upper 
and Lower Scinde — from Kurrachee to Candahar. This is 
not agreeable. At tliis season to move in Scinde is death W 
the soldiers ; consequently I shall be shut up in that mise- 
rahle fishing village Kurrachee, for five montlis, and can do 
nothing until the very end of October. Monnwhile Geaenl 
Nott is shut up in Candahar, with his ammunition, his fooci, 
his moral force, daily decreasing: why does he not figbl 
with his seven tliousand good soldiers and iweoty-four field- 
pieces ? If Sale has beaten Acbar Khan 'a six thousand wilb 
fourteen hundred, Nott might defeat more than are opposed 
to him. He ought to heal them in every way and on eveiy 
side : it is madness to lose the ascendant over Bemi-barharoiV 



" May 8rd. — Left Poonah to visit my family at Mahaba- 
leshwar — eighty-four miles. The scenery is magniBcent, 
three, perhaps four thousand feet above the sea. The woods 
are luxuriant, hut tygers, cheetas, bears, hyenas, snakes, 
scorpions, centipedes, and such like pleasant chaps uboundi 
and are apt to accompany you in an evening walk. 
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is a report of cholera at Kirkee, if it spreads I shall return 
U> PooDnh at once, Strange disease! Ono hundred aud 
thiny Boldiere have already perished, and not one Officer 1 
This horrid loss was without necessity, for no one knows 
why the troops were moved in April and March, which 
alv&ys produce cholera. Here then, hesides loss of life, if 
the cnlculnlion that every soldier costs £100 be correct, and 
to rae it appears low, ibis freak of government has cost 
2&C,000 rupees ! and at a moment when it is perpetrating 
every dirty trick against the soldiers ! I say nothing of 
miser)-. To talk to the Company of humanity would be too 
gUudlous. 

^^Btay SOth. — Pollock has sickness, his commanicntions 
^Hbfficalt, and he has been obliged to send back a detach- 
Wm to help Bolton's brigade up from Feshawur. He seems 
to be ID Q ticklish position, but courage and good sense may 
free him. The papers say Noll has ordered England to meet 
him at the Kiijuck pass. From this we may augur that his 
state is bad, and that no road turns that pass, or he would 
not order a beaten general to meet, in a pass, a foe who had 
beaten him in the plain. England marched the 28th of 
.April with two thousand five hundred men, leaving three 
hondred and fifty in Quettah. Nott sallied with five thou- 
sand men, on 7th and 8th of March, to fight ten tliousand 
cavalry, who enticed him two days' march from Candahar, 
vhile their infantry slipt round his flank and nearly over- 
powered the garrison ; but though entirely composed of 
sepoys it bravely repulsed the attack. Colonel Wymer also, 
being sent to forage, was attacked, and the fight gallantly 
maintained on both sides but we wore victors. A Captain 
Chamberloine was distinguished. He out down three Aflghan 
knsemen, broke bis sword on a fourth, and finally freed 
Klf. Many of the enemy fell on our bayonets, charging 
V into the square. Nott is said to have marched seven 
I in line, and begun his cannonade at fifteen hundred 

1 a 
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" Sir Jasper Nicolls seems to be an old womnn, it on 
L^&y Buy so of a commander in chief! This ia hard oa 
LXord ElleDborough ; for not being a soldier himself lie ongbl 
I to have one with him. Why don't ibey send Lonl Sealoo? 

"May 21st.— Better news. Bolton baa joined Colonel 
Ifonteith, and is said to have cleared the Kliybur. Wr 
shall see if Pollock can move on; provisions have tcichei 
Lis camp, carriage is now iho only difficulty, 

" May aSrd.^ — General England has again fought on his 
former ground, taking due precautions be won the heig^B 
with only eight men wounded : a clear proof of (hracr 
negligence. 

" Partabgur. — The scene of Sevagee's honest condacl!! 
He and his Waijnuck: it is their way! Sevagee the foundur 
of the Marhatta power, met Ayool Khan Aurengzcbe'i 
general at an arranged conference; pretending to embrace 
him and having previously armed his own hands with aWl 
claws, the Waynuck, he tore him open ! 

" May 28tb, Sattara. — A miserable town governed bt i 
beast, with a Don I'omposo Resident, who acts as di7 
nurse. Why does not the Company get rid of all lhe» 
pensioners and stipendiaries? This Rajnh, the IVish"*. 
and some dozen of others, who have no claims, cost grsB 
sums of money. The old Peisbwa was a traitor, a mar 
derer; he tried to assassinate Mr. Elphinstone our Resideni. 
thus forcing us to depose him, which was done after a hitfd 
battle or two and then we pensioned him ! We an > 
strange people. 

" Jejewry. Slst. — A magnificent pagoda here : niy fiunilj 
encamped under it among the grandest tamarind and masg" 
trees, several of which measured 18 aud SO feet round «1 
the height of my shoulder : the tank is superb, four g<iM 
acres of water. The trees were full of monkeys, who cunis 
continually to eat out of our bands : one entered oor ttn' 
at night when I was lying at the door: lie walked o^ 
me and awoke me; I followed liim and could see nothing 
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t nexl iDoming my life's apron was found outside. The 
monkey hod UiJten it, pulled out ber money, wrapped it up 
in a bit of paper and put it back, bat carried off & biscuit 

fliad been feeding bim with in the evening: be left the 
D, gloves, and money ! Honest follow ! 
Sapoor, June 1st. — The road is not bad, but the Rajah, 
Resident, and government of Bombay are not only 
grossly ignorant of road-making but cannot muster money 
to build tunnels where the aullaha cross the road, and after 
a few showers of rain llie roads are closed until October ! 
Can it be credited that a government is so stupid ? I dare 
Mv it Las not found out that t!ie traffic ^lus cut off would 
repay the expenoe of arches being turned over the nullahs. 
The Rajah is building two bridges when two hundred are 
wanted ; little things indeed, not deserving the name of 
bridges but absohitely necessary, for tho deep nullahs 
though only a few yards wide stop all carriages, and the 
Ganges can do no more ! 

KFoonah.June Jlth. — General England has joined Nott, 
the latter has moved on by Eelat-i-Ghiljie towards 
Boee with three thousand men. Pollock remains idle 
It Jellalabad. He will have a cumbrous army when he 
movps, the posses will be closed behind bim, and he will, 
I fear, come back to Peshowur like Tarn O'Shanter's mare 
with the loss of his tail." This happened exactly when he 
did come back, that is, after reaching Cabool and destroy 
I tho bazaar there. 

^'fi3rd. — Another mortal case of cholera. I hope it is 

etuming. We have lost great numbers, the village 

my house ia nearly depopulated, but when the 

9 the grass must be cut ! Yet my wish is not 

) made hay of yet, no time suits one to die. 

July 2ud. — An army of reserve is being formed at 

Htl, apparently to impose on surrounding nations : 

the Sikhs of the i'unjaub are shewing disaffec- 

-if 60 Pollock will have a job. 

tjnly fUtii. — This day, tliiriy-two years ago, we loa^A 
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the battle of tbe Goa ! Middle-aged men now were tha 
unborn. Well« this is again an eventful hour with me ! I 
am ordered to take command of Upper and Lower SoiadQi 
and must be separated from all I love in this world of cum 
and wretchedness. And for how long ? Well, my mind most 
be bent on its work, not on its miseries. Lord EUenboroogh 
says that all the ' politicals' are to be placed under my oidfla: 
I shall work well with these people, but was resolved not to 
be under them. I never quarrel with such people if thej 
behave well, and I think them useAil in their place ; bat thai 
place is not as councillors to a general officer, he should hsTO 
none but his pillow and his courage. 

** August 10th.— This day 60 years old. Well, patnotiffli 
is no chimera : it is the resolution to be honest, carried ioto 
effect where our country requires us to act contrary to ov 
wishes comforts and happiness. Perhaps few trials tf* 
more severe than sending a man at sixty away from hi* 
family to a distant country and a bad climate. Well 
Lord Collingwood did not flinch, nor will I, if I know 
myself. 

" lUth. — My command is to extend from the Kojuck pfii* 
to the Indus at Bukkur, and down to the sea : what to do i^ 
not said, but all information is to be sought for relative to tb^ 
road from Sukkur to Mooltan by Bhawalpoor. What do0^ 
this mean 7 Awarin thePunjaub? What else can it mea^ 
and that my division is to move northward 7 They had betb^ 
take care with these wide-spread combined movements ; th^ 
are anything but combined. Why does not Sir Jasp^ 
Nicolls come forth to direct these matters? My design 
and hope is to find excuses for acting on my own respond 
sibility, and going right before there is time to set m-- 
wrong! Assuredly if there be war I will not wait fo. 
orders as Pollock and Nott have doue, letting the enem^ 
gather moral and physical strength while both run from uii 
in streams. Twenty-six thousand men have been idl^ 
wasting strength and money from March to September^ 
the finest part of the year in those regions for w^^iriti^^ 
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var. How is this to be answered for ? Time will tell, 
but until then it must be set down as a blunder. Perhaps 
I may do no better ; it is yet to be proved how I can com- 
mand a large force, or rather a small one in face of an 
euemy. Have a care Sir Charles ! forget not, that caution 
and zeal and daring must all be employed to insure success, 
nd if any one of them has too much vigour you will spoil' 
tbeaalad ! 

" Here the fifth volume of my journal since taking com- 
mand of the northern district shall close : four years eventAil 
to me are therein noted ; what awaits me to record in the 
axth volume God only knows, but it will probably be the 
flHMt eventful time of my life ! " 

What Sir G. Napier designated above as a blunder was 

the result of Lord Auckland's previous policy, or rather 

want of policy : the delay was unavoidable. Mr. Eaye, in 

Us cambered compilation of the AfPghan war, has with little 

knowledge and no judgment cast the whole blame on Lord 

Ellenborough, characterizing his letter to General Nott, 4th 

July, 1842, which finally set the armies in motion, as evincing 

"Jesuitieal cunning, or discreditable feebleness of will :" and 

ke describes General Nott and Pollock as eager to advance. 

Lord Ellenborough knew however, that, flourishingly as those 

generals might talk of advancing, to enter a hostile and 

desart country without ample supplies and carriage would, 

wben the communications were abandoned, be destruction ; 

od it was only on the 8rd of July that a private letter from 

I political, placed on the line of communication, told him 

thtt General Nott had supplies and carriage. Not so with 

Mknsk. His force was destitute at first, for Lord Auck- 

lad had merely sent him to withdraw Sale's garrison, and 

k&ce numbers of the animals taken to Jellalabad were 

Uied for that point only, and were by him sent back when 

be decided to remain there. He thus reduced himself to 

UpleaBDess, and could neither advance nor retreat until 

Loid Ellenborough, by great efforts, in twelve weeks for- 

virded twenty-three thousand hired or purchased animals ; 
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but OD the did of July they were still on the load, asi 
Affghanistan was sach a word of panic that many dnvei^ 
deserted with their animals : when Pollock did more, '^ 
September following, his force was even then not fiittl 
equipped. 

In this state of affairs Lord EUenborough's letter of tt^ 
4th of Jdy was written, and it could not reach Gandab^ 
under nineteen days ; it might be intercepted ; and the sai^^ 
time and risk were required for an answer. Absolute ord^^ 
would then have been a folly, a wide discretion was 
sary, and was given with a frank exposition of the difficulti 
and advantages of two operations presented for choice : th^^ 
is, a safe but obscure retreat by the direct line on Scind^^> 
or a dangerous but glorious circuit by Cabool. This choi^^ 
was a fine compliment to a brave man, and the aoceptan^^ 
of the danger a guarantee for the necessary energy in ttJt^ ^ 
general. Lord Ellenborough did not order this dangeiocV^ 
movement, but his wish was so strong for it that he pointc^^ 
to the recovery of the Somnaut gates and the taking C^^ 
Mahomed Ghusnee's mace, as an additional stimulus 
the soldierly feelings of Nott : and those feelings were »' 
strongly counted on, that all the subsequent govemmeD^--^ 
measures were taken on the assumption that he would 
vance ; the time being so well calculated also, that the 
armies reached Cabool within a day of each other ! 

The army of reserve was another part of this combination 
and was a wise exhibition of force to awe the intervenis|^ 
nations, and give what was really a retreat the appearanc^^^ 
of menace, of victory and honour. Mr. Eaye and ol 
equally ignorant of facts and of the great principles of war, 
have strongly condenmed and ridiculed that measure : the 
Duke of Wellington on hearing what had been done, and 
the reasons, thus wrote to Lord Ellenborough. — ''You might 
have done less, you could not have done more, and I think 
your generals ought to be able to execute your plans." 

Sir Charles Napier's journal up to this period touched 
only on the general state of the war then existing, and his 
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oommand at Poonah is not noticed : but some public letters 
and extracts from private correapoodence will supply the 
wanL Tiie first was to Sir T. McMubon, on a mutiny 
vbich arose soou after Sir Cbarles' first arrival. 

" Pooimb. — I send you copies of letters received from 
Colooel Hngbes, but am mucb too ignorant of Indian 

affairs lo offer any remark. Brigadier will doubtless 

do wLal is rigiit. Anywhere but in India I should at 
oiice proceed to the spot and punish the mutineers; but 
here, being ifrnoraot of Indian affairs, I dare not take upon 
me lo act, and it would be unwise to hamper Brigadier 
hy my presence at Mulligaum. 

" January 14th, Brigadier • * *. — On the 9th instant I 
WToi« thus to you. ' Be so good as to let mo hear from you 
dsilv 'till all is quiet.' I have not received from you a single 
lino, and were itnot for Colonel Hiiyhes I should, up to this 
mument, have remained perfectly ignorant of what is going 
on at Mulhgaum I You must exouse me for expressing at 
this, great surprise nnd regret. This morning uame from 
Colotiel Hughes a copy of your letter to him, dated 9th 
instant, in which you say — ' I have this day ordered a wing 
of tlie ft2nd Regiment to furnish a detachment of one hun- 
dred men for ibe Mehyjee Fair, to march on the 12th instant. 
If liiey obey my orders I shall be satisfied that no mischief 
is immediately intended." These words astonish me. Have 
D'jt the mutineers imprisoned your artillery, loaded their 
own •rrns without orders, chased an officer of your staff to 
ihool him ? and you talk of waiting to sec if the mutineers 
will obey a prospeetivo order totally unconnected with these 
outrages — hut if they choose lo obey an order about a fair 
you nill be aaiialied I 

" Sir I shall not be so satisfied ; nor will the commander in 

rhicf be satisfied ; nor will military disciphne he so satisfied. 

What does your satisfaction amount to? Why, tliat no 

nuchief is immediately lutendcd. You really do astonish 

^Mi Would you leave muliuuers to brew and concoct their 
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dangerous schemes 'till it BUJted tlieixi to break oat i 
open var against auihority ? I can draw no uiLei con- 
elusions from your expressiona to Colonel Hughea. I ex- 
pected long since to havn heard Jrom you, iLut ygu livl 
aeized the riogleaderB and put an end to the mutiaj; sod 
not that you wished to see whether tlie mutineers nould add 
another crime to those they had already committed. Sucb 
a line of conduct is more calculated to create orlmitiab tbui 
to repress crime. 

"I am under the neoessJty of requesting you to forward 
to me by express, categorical answers to the following ijiifs- 
tiona. 1°. Have you liberated the Golandauz — artillerymen! 
2", Have you imprisoned the ringleaders of Ute mutiny? 
3". If you have been opposed in those necessary steps hm 
you disarmed the wing of the dSnd Regiment, which yon 
have BufBcient force to do ? If you have not done these 
things you will be pleased to do them forthwitli ; for I 
assure you sir, that I have no idea of remaining five itji 
longer with a portion of my division in a state of mutio;. 
F uid the officer in command giving me no informuliun uf 
; what goes forward. You have nearly 1000 men and (oat 
pieces of artillery at your command, and I expect to hear by 
express that you have put down the mutiny, either by fuc 
means or by force, within two hours after the receipt of diii . 
letter. If your answer tells me you feel unable to do ihii 
I will myself proceed to the spot to learn whether the 63od 
Regiment or the East India Company is to be maa M** 
Mulhgaum. 

" Sir Thomas McMahon, January SOth. — WbeB j 
manded on parade of the ^4th N. I. if the mea bid 
complaints to make, tJiey came forward in great numbers • ' 
state their grievances as set forth in the acoampanyiDE 
papers, while gome hundreds of soldiers belonging to otl**' 
regiments thronged around, eagerly listening to wlint pass*^ 
I feel well assured that the claimants _ will reoeivo justiut?- '^ 
the hands of ¥'. £". and the goventment, if their clal 
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WtU founded ; indeed a longer delay in settling lliem would 
prore injariona lo ibe service, and it would be very painful 
to me aa a general officer to appear again on the inspecdoii 
parade of soldiers, who had in the most respectful and 
authorized manner urged, and will again urge their right tu 
money, which, when on active service, they had confidingly 
placed ia the hands of government! I would sooner pay 
their (lemands myself than go tbrnugh such an ordeal. 

" I do not say whether these men's demands are just or 

unjust, but they have a right lo expect a decision one way 

or the other. The native soldier is, I nndei'stand, gentle and 

patient ; but the patience of these men lias been exhausted 

by receiving no answer to tljeJr remonstnmces. These poor 

mon are not factious fellows oavilhug for an allowance to 

which they may or may not have a claim; they are men wliu 

■bIe for their own money, saved when on active service and 

piwed with confidence in the hands of government for trana- 

nuBBion to their lamilies. Such compiaints cannot be passed 

OTor, lliey are too aerious. In forty-eight years' service I 

have never witnessed so hard a case as tbis, and have no 

^^oobt that your cxcellenoy and the governor will cause 

^BhM concerned to give immediate attention to it, for any 

^^Btlwr delay would be very prejudicial to the service, espe- 

^^tely so at this time. 

"Journal. — The good people of Bombay seem to think 
'id soldiers ore pieces of iron that may be kicked about 
at pleasure: the treatment the men receive is revolting to 
oqs'b feeUngs." 

A man who tlms rebuked the neghgenceof autboritieg, 
Ud defended soldiers' rights so vigorously, could not fiul 
(o be obnoxious to corrupt and unjust power, and he was sfi 
marked at Bombay, where justice seemed to be only known 
•ut baving existence fay the clamours of oppressed persona 
demandiiifc it. But nearly a month alter this remonstrance 
be u agniii found complaining in tbe strongest terms tliat 
^■^^^^■Bment had not takcu the shghtest notioe of ^^■ 
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eoldiera' juat claims. Mennwhtle he freely expressed his 
opioioits uQ other points, nud amongst ibem on nil occur- 
rence of the ASglmn war whieh had made mucli noise, lii. 
the cold-blooded murder of thirty-six prisoners of war by 
Shah Soujah, when under British protection. 

" Dr. Kennedy " (erroneously addressed to the adjatant- 
geDcral in first edition). " ExtracL — The question is, were 
they put to death as assassins, or soldiers taken in battle? 
If the first it was a just execution, if the last a massacre; 
a breach of all law, divine and human. Sir W. McNaughten 
asseried that they were assassins, but does not offer » 
single proof in support; and if he believed his own in- 
sertion why did he endeavour to save a man of thoa? 
Loi-d Eeane was more decided and consistent ; he thuuglit 
they were assassins and said, execute them. I think hiiu 
wrong, because their guilt does not appear to have been 
established. That murders were committed I dare say, tnl 
that did not constitute the prisouers murderers I 

" Another point remains untouched hy Sir William. Wh« 
brought him there ? He seems fond of Vattel, but never u> 
have studied chapter xi. 'of sovereigns making an unjusl 
war.' As to Napoleon's putting the people to death at Jb& 
it was an entirely different case, being a matter of neceesityi 
authorized by the rules of wai-fare. Besides Napoleon h*^ 
DO voice in the matter, his army did the job in despite «?' 
him, lie could not have saved them if he would ; and the*'* 
was no reason why those men were to be spared tieiee, b**^ 
every reason why they should not ! War cannot be mat^' 
with rose water any more than revolutions, and the gre^^ 
question is to be right, and justified hy ci a-umsiunces. if^ 
who enters into wars witliout just cause has, to use VKttel 
words—' a dreadful aocount to render to the King of kingi^ 
tlie common father of men!!' To that tribunal poor Scs^ 
William has been called. 

"I have read ' Lucius Junius.' His letter is odmimbltf 
who is he? Every word is true, and every word \ 
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^■b to be K thorough soldier : were I Lord Ellenborough I 

^^wnld find him out and seud him with a high commaad to 

^^■e north-west. Tht; letter just before it is very inferior, 

^Bd the attack on Mr. Erskine and Lady MeNaughten per- 

^^■Hly anjusiifinble: at least that on tJje Indy, What had 

^Bbb to do with it ? God kooirs her misrortunes are heavy 

eDough, and a man is a cowardly rascal who under a feigned 

name attacks a woman, especially a woman in distress. Were 

I related to Lady McNaiighten, I would lose no time in 

King out the writer and sending an ounce of lead among 
brains, unless he was quick enough to forestall the com- 
leni in my favour! He ia clever enough to know that 
such an attack was neither sensible nor gentlemanlike, nor 
humane, nor religious, nor honourahle : if Lady McNaugh- 
^^m has offended him let him tell her so, taking a pro- 
^Bte time. Anonymous assassiuB are to me odious, Trom 
^^ppitDiuaof infamous memory down to the lowest scrihbhug 
^^ftwani in John Bull.' The author of Lucius JunitiB is a 
gentleman ; he only pays otf Sir WiUiam McNnughten, he- 
cauae to do so was neoessary for the defence of the army, 
e whole story must come out when General Elphinslone 
jf^tned. Lucius Junius makes me strongly suspect that 
instoDO is an ill-used man; and I have other and 
nger reasons for tliinking so ; if that man can be called 
bsed who bears it, which I never did and never will do. 
nspeot he was ciiished by illness. 

* General W, Nnpier. — The general framework of this 
»rtny is bad. The oiBcers appear better staff officers than 
Ck^TB, but as regimental officers worse. There ia nothing 
I remedy as a major-general ; plenty that should be 
kly arranged were I commander in chief. People here 
Jl of the superiority of Europeans, wbioh as regards 
ilillers is perhaps tnie. I have not seen the others 
Bui the mistake is this. The former European 
r was the ontorpriaing, hard-headed, daring fellow who 
, formed the sepoy : — the Clives, Laurenoes, 
, &o. The present European is a youngster who 
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makes curry, drinks champagne and avoids the son ; in 10^ 
or twelve years, if he has brains and health, he acqsireA 
some knowledge and is pat on the staff: thus the regimea^ 
are constantly commanded by lieutenants. At this mom0<^ 
a troop of horse artillery here is commanded by a cadet ^ 
fifteen who came out with me, and whom I puzzled ^^ 
asking him what the dispart of a gun was ! 

" While this deterioration of the European goes* on 
native officer seems to acquire a higher grade in 
estimation, because from want of European officers 
young and ignorant command nominally, while the native 
ever at their posts, are the real officers and very good <ft^^ 
too! There is a great cry for more regimental offios:^'* 
because the few there are have more work than they Iifc:^> 
but no one seems to foresee that your young inexperien o ^^ 
wild cadet will some day find the Indian army taken out ^ 
his hands by the Soubadars, who are men of high caste a^^' 
very daring: — many have got orders of merit for nol^^ 
actions. Very lately the bearers of a wounded officer, 
pressed by the Afghans, set him down and run; 
Affghaus made a rush to murder him, but a sepoy serjea^^^ 
shot the first, slew the second with his bayonet, and di 
fended the officer until help came: — yet at that mom< 
they were retreating, and hotly pursued! Now, w] 
knowledge is added to such intrepidity, our 
ascendancy can only be maintained by keeping the 
mental officers complete, especially those of the higbe^^ 
ranks. The Soubadars are steady, respectful, thoughtfh^^' 
stem-looking men, very zealous and very military, the 
instructors of all our soldiers. If our rulers think this 
trifle, and none appear to think it worth consideration, the^ 
will some day be surprised ; and to this they are adding w^ 
dirty parsimonious defrauding of the sepoys, which hi# 
within two months produced a mutiny in six or seivoi 
regiments in different parts of India, one under my oom- 
mand. 

''Lord EUenborough has firom me a general plan of 
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oampugB, tbe leading points being to save Sale and theu 
to abandon Affghunistan and occupy the left bank of the 
Indus, and put bauk DboBt Mohamed on his throne. The 
details are too long to give you, but I have also told him 
that the chief causes of our dieasters was fancyiug, that 
when a smart lad could speali Hiudostanee and Peisian he 
was a statesman and a general, and was tlierefure made a 
political agent. As to holding Affghunistan, it would be 
tvlly equalling that of the attempt to conquer it; but oui 
flog ebuuld fly at Cabool again before we quit the country, 
or the men of Kepciul and tlie Burmese will, so it is said, 
bo apon us. Many princes within our bounds would also 
riae, and meanwhile the treasury is empty. Lord Auckland 
bas left a pretty mess, and we shall have trouble, but it is 
dsligblfnl to me not tu have poor starving manufacturers to 
deal with ; if we have nar it will be with tyrants, whom it 
■ill be good to upset : John Company's is bad but better 
than a native prince." 

Ibis opinion of John Company he had after reason to 
modify. He knew not then of the wholesale confiscations 
of properly, tbe hcenco of torture to collect exorbitant 

EBDues. tbe nepotism, the rapacity, the universal iujustice 
ihe Company's rule, where not controlled by ilie English 
ges' courts in India ; he knew not then of the overheating 
kioney -seeking tyranny of the Indian government, and the 
tiidaous system of supporting tho iniquity by falsehoods in 
tarli anient. 

"Journal, May 16th. — Poor Lord Munster ia dead: I 
Icnen him from his boyhood. He was with us on the 
Coru^a campaign, and afterwards in Spain. I once beard 
him tell tbe duke, that he had been an aide-de-camp, but 
left his general because he charged bini too much for 
dioiier: the duke was exceedingly amused. At Fuontes 
Oaoro he was thrown in a charge but escaped by his youth- 
ful looks : he told a French officer be was wounded and tbe 
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vona i-tes bien joli, allez, cherchez voire maoiou, I met 
him the inBtniit nfter and he told me huw be bod i9scape<L 

" Mny aOth. — Pollock forceil the Khyhur pass on the 4lh 
or 5th of April : he bad about twelve tliouBand mea and 
reached Jellalabad. Every one thought there would have 
been a desperate fight, but scarcely any resistance WM 
made : meanwhile a report of liis defeat had reached 
who instantly made a daring sally and defeated tlia em 
On the other side of the country, General England has 
the confidence of bis troops, and private letters say 
does not stand high with his army. 

"June 16th. — Every one feels eager to know Uie policy 
of Lord Ellenborough. He seems to me a man of decisloa 
and ability, and oue to make the best of the bad bargain 
Lord Auckland sold hiio, viz.: — half a dozen guriaons cu« 
ofi' by the enemy ! These northern people however do no* 
seem to be so brave as ne are told: French or Americuie 
would not have let ua get through the Khyhur, More 
have been lost by oue hour's skirmisbiug in Spain tburr 
Pollock lost by his whole operation ; indt;ed he lost so fe^* 
as to create a suspicion that tboy mean to await his comii 
back ; but he seems to have a good bead for arraugemi 
and will beat them. His long halt at Jellalabad pi 
me : a halt was periiaps necessary to prepare for an adroni 
but halting for a month is not easily comprehended, 
all difficulties must have been foreseen and learned froi 
Sale : in a short time probably we shall have good reasoD" 
given, 

"June aSth. — I have nut given a dinner yet, haviiig 
knives, forks, spoune or dishes : we were miserable 
baggage, and delighted to hear of its being on the road afii 
a seven mouths' voyage, when suddeuly, within twenty 
of Poonah. it was robbed. We have lost about i400 worttrr^i 
and the iuuonveuienco is more distressioK; Sir Thoma^^** 
McMahon has very kindly lent us some things to go W ^ 
b." — He afterwards discovered that tlie robbery was 



CODllI^BS) 

1 froi^KH 
reasoD-^ ^ 




l!Te»r,] EPOCH XTTI. PERIOD l.-ISDIA. 

uited at the Bombay custom-house, and tlie perpetrator 
■as well known, but no redress could be got. 

"June 2UUi. — The season for gomiandizing here is the 
lODSoon, and such magnificenoe ! A colonel gtive a ball 
ist week at a cost of only two hundred guineas! My 
itent is to give eatable dinnors of twenty, feeding all who 
oght to be fed ; my cook is the best of Bombay, and there 
ball be lots of claret, champagne and hock: if that don't 
iijsfy the society without two hundred guinea balls it may 
o 10 a hotter place than this. The female talk here runs 
hns: — Will you marry Mr. A.? Well, I don't see that 
etter can be done, dead or ahve he is worth three hundred 

year — that is the youngest civil servant's pay, his widow's 
ension being tlie same. 

'■ The worries of command here are great, it is a bore to 
H ihwortt-'d by fools who will stand up against what is good 
od useful ; one shokes indeed finally into ease, but a horse 
i»t taken from grass don't like harness and a fool for 
iachniftD. All the stutT in the U. S. Gazette about myself 
3d my drill is pure nonsense ; they are very few, and more 
• get my own hand in than anything else, for it requires 
«bit to move large bodies : there are two awkward things 
> think of in a field, viz. what to do, and how to do. 
lipse three arms have never been worked together, and the 
iCwtry only in the same dull formal rotmd on the same 
nootli piece of ground, which tired them t» death. Now 
i«y go out allogether and over the hills, which they like : 
ly belief ia no one before did this, so it makes a talk. The 
^ys ore capital soldiers. 

"Our dear friends of the Punjaub have sent a force to 
sip Pollock in eating bis provisions; they were unasked, 
Dn't go away, possess the Khybur pass in reality, and have 
ifaoueond well-drilled troops in rear of the pass under 
lili, A clever Neapolitan. If this be true — it may not 
t high time to have an army of reserve. Pollock 
; blank with Arbar Khan ond forty thousand 
] front, and Avituhili with forty thousand Siklis 
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on the top of the Khybur. I hear the duke has sent Lord 
ElleDborough a plan, but huy plau must fail il' the gener^ 
lose time. Pollock, we hear, says he has not ueaos W 
move ; why then did be go without means ? 

" July I6tb. — You ask about the musquets. I t'tniod 
everybody run Ding mad about the superior range and 
accuracy of the matchlock, and it seemed a settled point 
that the musquet had no chance. To put an end to sucli 
a silly and dangerous opinion I bet five guineas with > 
great stickler for the matchlock, that I would with t 
common niusquet beat the beat Marhatta matchlock nni 
he could produce. I got some officers and private u 
practise with me, every day, until the beat shot was osxt- 
tained. He and myself then cont£nded. He put in elersn 
out of twenty rounds at one hundred and fifty yards, nj 
hits were only eight, but the whole camp thus got intereMcil, 
and at the end of two months Captain St. John owned thW 
no matchlock man would have a chance, and paid hisb«t 
He could not count upon firing above five or six shole in 
half an hour, as the matclilock takes so long to load mi 
prepare; we reckoned on sixty shots in lliat Lime, audit 
least twenty in the target. So the matchlock is now laaglw^ 
at in the camp and the musquet has its placo again. 

" I cannot doecrihe how entirely it was settled befoW 
that the musquet had no chance ; the soldiers were persuadwi 
they would be shot before they could get witliin range ol 
their own arms. 1 could not have oreditcd this feeling iroaH 
hearsay, and officers and men were ahke. I explained th^^ 
the error aroae fmm having fought matchlock men e<** 
sconced on high mountains, where a shot downward reaeh^" 
and hit the uncovered ohmbing man, while his musquet avu^ 
neither reach nor bit when fired almost perpendicular*^ 
upwards at men well covered : he strength of the pontic 
was llius taken as the measure of the weapon. It wts it^ 
firing myself with the soldiers that did the job; preaehic:^ 
till doomsday would have been useless. Our musqtt«t 
however too heavy for the sepoys, it should be made light::^ 
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thont reducing the bore or length of barrel. I axa 
going to try tba range of wall-pieues, ihey might be useful 
in Afghanistan, where the peopio have no cannon; on 
certain posts they would undoubtedly bo good, and could 
go with Ui8 troops where from want of forage cannon 
cannot he taken. With these and mountain guns on camels 
I think some long marches might be made, unhampered 
with horses and bullocks except for provisions. They are 
all for horse artillery hero. My opinion is different. It 
is not sa arm for mountain warfare where no guns oppose 
ni. 

" Vorioas reports come as to our force in Affghanistan. 
1st. It is to retreat when it can. 2nd. To advance when it 
CBD, and lay waste the country with fire and sword. 8rd. It 
is to Kmain where it is : which it must do until animals are 
ooUeclfd in India to move in autumn. Meanwliile we know 
some strange facta. Sale with one thousand men defeated 
Acbor Khan, and his guns were scarcely cooled when Pol- 
lock joined him with twelve or fourteen thousand iresh 
troops ; yet Acbar laid siege to Cabool and took it imme- 
diately, within eighty miles of the victorious army ! There 
may be good reason for this inactivity, and no one can 
condemn PoUock without a full knowledge of the details. 
He uannot stir from Jollalahad, all the letters say bo, 
williont eleven thousand more camels ; he will thrash any 
force in battle, but the Aflgbans won't give him that 
chaoco. This war is an harlequinade, and we must hope 
bkfl Uoore in Spain, ' that all which may happen won't 
hippen.' Lord EUenhorough's anxiety must be great : if 
be steera through all these rocks he will deserve well of 
India and of England. Mueh would I give to see the 
dak»'a opinion and plan. I wish he was here, or thai 
ibose who command armies would read his letters." — The 
duko had not given n plan, he only approved that of Lord 
£U«Dl>orough, who did skier through the difficulties, and was 
Rwafded with recall and insult by the directors I 

** Joonutl, Angust SGtli. — This day publio oidcia gVM« m« 
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Gommend of the troops in Beloocliistao and iu Upper imd 
Lower SciDde. 

" Bombay.— I am bothered with little worries, and ibe 
pest of providing creature comforts which Bbould be left 
to Macpherson my aide-de-camp, but lie would do tot 
much BJiA smother me with baggage. Being detenntiud 
to cut down the baggage of the Indiaa army I must 
begin with myself; it will be a job but shall be done if I 
live : a trencher more or less in my train seems a trifle, but 
the source of the Indus is but a Btream melting fhnn i 
handful of snowl Unless a man be right himself tu 
bouse is not built on a rock, and cannot stand: the words 
of Christ are true even in our unrighteous calling. 

" September Jind. — What u government, what a sysiem! 
I go to command in Scinde with no orders ! no inairuciiona- 
no precise line of policy given ! How many men ore i" 
Scinde ? How many soldiers to command i* No »»« 
knows ! I am, if sliaip enough, to find thai out wbe" 
there. Sir George Artliur seems to have a good lieft^- 
BO bfls Willoughby, but the first haa only jusl arrive*!- 
the last is not chief and cannot change a bad system" — 
the nature of Mr. Willougliby's bead and heart will *« 
shewn hereafter. " They tell me I must fonu and laod^ 
the staff of the army altogeilier! This is easy to 4*3; 
but is it in lHi2 that the Indian staff should he modellecS- ' 
our empire being nearly one hundred years old and existi •^ 
by military force I That I must act for myself is clear, *' 
rather by my own lights in their interest, for they kn<^" 
nothing. Feehng myself hut on apprentice in Indi *" 
matters I yet look in vain for a master ! 

" September 2nd. — Visited the arsenal and found so^cai* 
rockets. Captain Watson, where did those rackets uo^«^* 
from ? England, general. When ? A few montlis ng^"' 
overland and secretly. Ho ! are they bidden to contir^*-"'' 
the secrecy? I don't know. Pack up half and put tb^^"" 
on board the Zenobia, in which I am going to Scinde. T ~"" 
is singular ; we send for rockyts from England at on * 
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B expence, and at the risk of a quarrel with European 

Aineta sbould it be discovered tliat we secretly convey 

Bis and ammunitioti of war through Egypt; and when 

a the Bombay arsenal we lay them aside to rot ! 

I had asked for rockets, and my heUef is these are the 

rockets sent out : so we make war in India ! And all our 

cnvnlry arc, I find, in the mountains of AfTghanistoa, none 

in the sandy plains of Scinde ! Diable ! Am I going to 

make war with such bottle-holders! 

^_ " September 3rd. — Off in three hours, and this is old 

^HKrer's day, the day he won Dunhar and Worcester, 

^Hk the day he died; and a very good day to die on, as 

^bod as the second or the fourth! 'A crowning vii;tory.' 

Strange! Why are we superstiiioua ? Why is there a 

deril? It puzzles man and so he is superstitious. 

Charles ! Charles Napier I take heed of your ambition 

for military glory; you had Bcotched that snake, but this 

iiigfa command will, unless yon are careful, give it all its 

^^biir again. Get thee behind me Satan I " 

^Hfetih was his Foonah command, hut he has not noticed 

^^nis journal a remarkable instance of mental power over- 

^mning nervous sensihihty exhibited by him at n pubhc 

festival, where a sword-player offered to cut an orange in 

klvGis on a man's hand, without injury to the member. 

( general offered his right hand for liie trial, but the 

Israan after careful examination said it was unfit 

^ the experiment; he presented the left hand and it 

I ndmttled to be properly formed; still the player was 

md refused to display his art on a man of such 

his trepidation was apparent yet Charles Napier 

Memly insisted, and then the swordsman with a deep- 
drawn breath cut downwards, and Uie orange fell in halves, 
'■%itt skin below being slightly razed, but witliout bloodshed. 

EDOt without design this danger was incurred, tor he 
reckless seeker of evil, or of display. 
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Charles Napier's course was now to be through terdUe 
scenes of war, and noble scenes of goyemment. 

" Journal. Euirachee, Scinde, September 9th. — ^We hid 
scarcely quitted Bombay harbour when a man was reported 
sick. Expecting cholera, I went forward and found a soldia 
slightly attacked : the only doctor on board thought lighdy 
of the case, but in an hour sereral cases happened of the 
worst kind of spasmodic cholera, and all night the number 
increased. The deck was instantly cleared for their beds, 
and every aid given, but many died. Bain came down 
and the decks became scarcely bearable from heat and 
stench; for to clean them was not possible, and as men 
died they were rolled up and instantly cast overboard. The 
darkness of the night, the pouring rain, the roaring of the 
waves, the noise of the engine and the wheels, the dieadfol 
groans of the dying, all in horrid convulsions ; the lameo-^ 
tations of men and women who were losing wives, husbands, 
children ; the solemnity of the burial service read by the 
glimmer of a solitary lanthom held up to the book, pre* 
eented altogether a dreadful scene. No man knew wboee 
turn would be next. 

*' Morning came and the rain abated in degree, but the 
fierce disease defied all skill and we cast twenty-six of cor 
companions into the sea ! The 5th, 6th, and 7th, night and 
day, were passed in this terrible manner ; end in these foot 
days of wretchedness we threw fifty bodies into the waters* 
The decks were covered with filth, the sick packed close to- 
gether, no room for the Jiving until the dead were thrown 
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away, the survivors nearly broken down with fatigue of 
nursing, the doctor, Gollum, exhausted, the engineer dead ! 
Lnckily we had a spare engineer going to the steamers 
on the Indus, otherwise the ship would have been in peril : 
but worse threatened. Hitherto soldiers only had been at- 
tacked, now it menaced the sailors, who took to drinking; 
if this had continued, all the troops being down, the ship 
could not have been worked with either sails or engine and 
Qmst have been lost The moment was critical^ especially 
IS the two mates were drunk : however only two sailors fell, 
lod on the 8tb the disease took a milder character. Pre- 
Tioosly the patients had died in three or four hours ; now 
the? lingered ten or twelve, and many began to recover — 
those that died however still turned quite blue. 

"Towards evening on the 9th no new cases appeared, and 
ve reached Eurrachee at night : it was dark, both mates 
were drunk and we got out of our right channel, but the 
horse-boat was in tow^ the natives in it knew the track, and 
CttUing out saved us just as we were closing on a reef. Then 
ve cast anchor where we should be high and dry at low water, 
bat where the rough sea running would have beaten us to 
pieces. The decks were still covered with sick, most of them 
convulsed, all utterly helpless to the number of eighty, and 
igiin therefore we heaved anchor. Everybody was now 
tnnsladng what the men in the tow-boat were calling out, 
and the master of our steamer was distracted by various 
interpretations. The waves swept loud and dashing over a 
iBef, evidently close at hand ; the captain, at the prow, was 
ctlling out for soundings, and the men throwing the lead 
song forth their responses, which the drunken mate repeated 
differently to the captain ! I heard the lead's-man say five 
fttfaoms, and the mate shouted to the captain seventeen ! 

" It was so dark, the noise so great, and the roll of the 
vessel so violent I could not go a-head, but sent poor Captain 
Sawbridge of the Grenadiers, himself a good seaman, to tell 
the ship's captain that his officers V7,ere drunk and deceiving 
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him ; be came astern, and then we beard tow-boat peopk 
shouung that we were going on to the reef, and for Gods 
sake to anchor. Evenrbody now interpreted^ and there wis 
but one thing to do. Peremptorily commanding silence, I 
named two -officers. Doctor Collum and Captain Haghes, to 
interpret, and we then came to the trath. The tow-bost 
people were shouting Anchor ! Anchor ! Quick ! Quick ! or 
you are lost. We did anchor and happily in good ground. 

" Next day I landed, pitched a tent on a promontory for 
the troops, and got all the beds we could; we had nearly 
thrown all ours OTerboard, because one would not in- 
close a dead body, two were used with each. Every com- 
fort was now supplied, but ten more died on shore, and 
amongst them my excellent friend Sawbridge; the disease 
seized him at dinner, and at 12 o'clock that night he was a 
corpse! 

*' A very pretty woman, Mrs. Webber, was very ill, we 
saved her on board, but scarcelv had she landed when a 
second attack killed her : her poor husband was distracted. 
He was the engineer, a fine young man and a general fi&TO- 
rite, and had been married only a few days before he left 
Bombay ! A serjeant, just made serjeant-major of a Com- 
pany's regiment, also died, having left his wife and children 
behind: that bolt shot close to me. I however never felt 
the slightest fear ; if I had it would quickly have disposed 
of me, being weak from not touching food for four days, 
prostrate and helpless from sea-sickness. This was more 
painful than if I could have assisted the sufferers, as that 
would have occupied my mind, which could only contem* 
plate the progress of the murderous malady when my spirits 
were lowered by want of food, sea- sickness, and the parting 
from my family. Thank God, the disease was arrested ^J 
isolating those who had it, or, more properly, it ended it^^^ 
on Manoora Point. So ends also the sad story of the cho- 
lera on board the Zenobia, where we lost out of 200 soldiers 
54 in four days, and 61 before the eighth day ! The sbip 
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Newman, by firm and Ailfal seaoiaiisbip saved the 

his conduct was admirable. 

(tember 13th. — Reviewed the garrison of Eurrachee, 

ten, and resolved to try a rockpt or two. No one 

laclly how to throw them, but Captain Sinclair of 

rtillery. Lieutenant Munbee of the Engineers and 

undertook the job in front of the lines ; my wish 

to pfive the soldiers confidence in the weapon, though 

[■ little myself. Our first behaved pretty weU, bending 

little to the wind ; the second played a trick. Sinclair 

him with the port-fire ; he did not go off and we 

fiproached, one on each side, and Sinclair looked up 

O rocket to ascertain if it hud ignited. I said, don't 

kp, he is a- light, I see it : — just then it blew up, we 

BUb covered witli flames and smoke and the spectators 

!■ np for lost. Sinclair's irowsers were speckled with 

It but he escaped unhurt ; !tlunbee was struck on the 

^d slightly bruised ; I- felt a severe blow on my 

did nut fall, and looking down saw that a splinter 

I my trowsers to pieces and the calf of my leg also .' 

mind was horizontal, three inches deep and four long, 

r more ; it cut clean tlirough the calf and was ugly 

It The surgeons sewed up the wound and ordered 

one position for three days, at the end of which one 

I healed by the first intention ; the other was not, 

■gged: yet here I am on the 24th, able to hmp with 

Dr- CoUum gave me leave to travel on the lOlb, 

[ with me, and, as he foretold, I improve and am 

g op the Indus in the Comet." 

ithsianding the severity of this wound, such was his 

of mind that he obtained sufBcient information to 

I report ou the wants and future prospects of Kur- 

pressiug on the governor- general and the govern- 

' Bombay, projects for a boai-bridgo over the creek, 

ag for water, which was scarce and bad, the build- 

Ughthouse, and the forming of vegetable gardens. 
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At ibe samo time he took vigorous meosnres for the 
of the troops, then suGTeriDg not only from cholera bal 
scurvy, which had attacked seven -eightliB of one regiment : 
in fine n master's hand was felt in every direction. Bui 
now also the intricacies of Scindian afiiiirs, military anJ 
political, were to be disentangled ; the last liaring be<'ii 
complicated by the pompous vacillating proceedings of the 
political agents. The state of affairs may be thus sketchd. 
A series of foul negotiations by Lord Auckland's govern- 
ment, had given the British a treaty permitting a psrDal 
occupation of Scinde, and a complete control of the Ameeis 
aa a paramount power. These priii'-cs of the Tulpoor nx 
bad overturned the Knllora dj-nsisiy about sixty years before, 
and being Beloochees hnd entirely subjected tbo Sciudinns 
proper, by bringing down their mountain tribes to domineer 
in the plains. There were thus four races in connecuoo, 
namely, the mountain Beloochees, the Beloochees of dM 
plain, the Scindians proper and the Hindoos: theAjBMO 
were tyrants to the third and fourth races, princes of tl» 
second, and held chiefiainsbip over the firet The Tal' 
poors reigned as the ' Char Yar,' or brotherhood, boceu" 
four brothers, dividing the country as to possessions g*' 
vemed in common. Their children and grandchildren d'" 
the same, but were at this time split into three famiUeSi 
viz. — tliat of Hydrabad, that of Kyrpoor, and that of Me^^" 
poor : — the first in tlie south, the second in the north, tM 
third in the east, bordering on the great desart. From tM 
Char Yar system also sprung a custom of giving tlie brotJ»^ 
instead of the son succession to the ' Puggree ' or turbaa "' 
command, which carried with it a certain power, and cro**" 
property in addition to the patrimonial possessions. Wl**" 
Charles Napier landed, it was worn by N iisseer Khan at t J ?' 
drabad; at Kyrpoor by Roostum Ehan, an aged man •^'^ 
hnd in person assisted to dethrone the Kallora prince-s. 17"^ 
Meerpoor prince, Shere Mohamed, or the IJon Mohtm*** 
acknowledged however a sullen half allegiance to Nusse^f* 
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Tie treaty forced on these AmeerB by Lord Auckland to 
facilitate tlie invasion of AlTghamBtBD, had been si^ed 
under the guns of Sir John Keane's army : it rendered tbe 
Indus iree for all the fluvial nations, and gave the British 
pantmonnt authority in Sclnde with possession ol' Kurrncbee, 
Sukkur, Biikkur, Roree, Shikarpoor, and a chain of posts 
Ijy Dadur to the Bolan pass. For more than three years 
it ha4 been in force, and Lord Ell en borough's orders were 
express as to observance of its stipulations. This was vital 
for British interests ; for the Ameers, fretting under the 
yoke, were exciting tbe mountain tribes to war, and pre- 
paring for it themselves, being encouraged by the Cabool 
disaster. In pursuance of tbia policy they were continually 
lirealting tbe treaty ; yet with barbarian cunning one or 
more of tbeir number always pretended to be faithful and 
opposed to the policy of tlie otliers. Such was the political 
state of Scinde when General Nolt advanced from Can- 
dahar, to join General Pollock at Cabool, baving orders to 
retire aJbjrwards lo India by the Kfaybur pass, white General 
England fell back, by the Bolan pass, into Scinde, with all 
'Ko tt'g encumbrances, Wliile the troops were so dispersed 
kfety of General England and the British supremacy 
Icinde evidently depended upon Sir C. Napier's vigour 
yndgment as a politician and commander, and with this 
knation liis journal shall be resumed. 
Jonmal, September 24th. — On the 21at I embarked at 
nder on tbe Indus, bunder being the name for ajiy hard 
^ sacb as a pier. This one was two miles from Tattah 
e Pttllala of old. We are now 70 miles up liie river, 
b appears some 70o or 800 yards wide ; the water is 
Idy, yet when cleared by standing, or with a little alum, 
iGoious. Thirty years ago, in Bermuda, I read Arrian 
8 delighted and wished to bavo been with Alexander ; 
f I command an English army on tbo Indus. What 
U I be, what see, what feel, thirty years hence 7 Greater 
> hei<e my hope and beUef is : perhaps Alexander bim- 
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8elf may be my companion. Meer Gbolam Mohamed came 
down the river to meet me as an ambassador; he is a lelt* 
tion of Nusseer Khan, our great enemy, and has several 
attendants. These Ameers are' tricky and do not calculate 
their danger, which is very great ; all their childish cere* 
monies and civilities will not avail if they dont stick to 
their treaties : we break treaties, but that is not a reason for 
letting others do the same ! 

" September 26th, Hydrabad. — Every Ameer and every 
great man, they tell me, has sent twenty trays of sweet- 
meats, and above 100 have already come; the whole bank is 
Uned with them, each being the size of a table and balanced 
on a man s head : strange perversion of civility ! These 
Ameers know that neither myself nor any officer with me 
eats a morsel of these things, yet they pour them in and to 
refuse them would be a mortal offence. The Ameers have 
received me so far with the highest honours, but for all that 
they must keep their treaties. My intention is, if possible, 
to give them a lesson upon their revenues, though prinoes 
are not good scholars. 

" September 26th. — Yesterday paid my visit to the 
Ameers. They received me with the greatest hononi^ 
greater even than were paid to Lord Eeane, for they sent 
their sons to meet me outside the town. The proceedings 
shall be related in detail, because the Talpoors* rule seen» 
to be on the wane, and possibly this may be the last inde- 
pendent reception they may give as princes to a British 
general ! As to these high honours, this seems the reasot^- 
Lord Keane entered Scinde because Lord Auckland b*^ 
broken faith as to our treaties; the Ameers were sulky, ^^ 
wonder ; but being then unable to resist by arms they ^** 
the best face on a bad business, and received Keane as '•^ 
general of a strong army in the ordinary way : going ou<> ^ 
the usual custom would have betrayed fear and lowered tf ^ 
dignity. But now we occupy two of their most imporc-^*"^ 
towns, a large force under General England is coming do^" 
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nSie Bolaii poas. I am come with a Brilish regiment from 
Bombay', and other troops are moving about in tlieii lerri- 
tory. TLey bnve long felt ibemselvea at our mercy, and 
our mutual frieudsliip lias been cemented by a treaty wliicli 
kiDilly relieved tbem from the iuconvenieace of indepeu- 
deace : they signed, but do not like this treaty, have broken 

Jin every petty way, and are much alarmed. MeerGholnm 
on discovered that my power exeetdcd Lord Keaues, 
iDg entire over the politicals as well as military branchcB, 
tod court is paid accordingly, iloreover the great force 
aow assembliug to Sciude is a puzzling afTair for both the 
Ameers lUid the English ; and I am as ignorant as they are, 
though able to guess that it is to execute my plan, now in 
Lord Elleuboroiigh's hands at his own request. 

" Nusseer Khan pays Jiis court to me thus. First a great 

man meets me on the Indus, and on landing. 40 men come 

vith traya of sweetmeats ; again, at the house of the pnliii- 

ca] agent, Lieut. Mylne, 60 more trays come, with ten sheep 

and TegeUbles. I dress in full uniform with decorations. 

A msgnificent palanquin, covered with scarlet cloth, iined 

with scarlet, and pillowed with cushions of green velvet, 

ttwoits me, and camels, having rich housing, are there liir 

my retinue. My wound prevents me riding, or a horae 

^*i>uld have been sent; but fifty of the Scinde irregular 

^^■pCB^men, the poliiical agent's guard, attend me, wild pic- 

^^■tesqae fellows with their brilliantly-coloured trappings, 

^^Sty much like stage banditti. Crowds of Scindiau 

peasants, armed and uuarmed, flock to see the Saib. We 

ctppraacb the city, the Sirdars meet us, all mounted and 

mounted retainers, their horses lean and small but 

ti'^O find showy. Some few of the riders have spears, all 

e Bobree, and each a shield on his bock. This and the 

red trappings, the men's own dresses of variegated 

wis and silks, the turbaned heads interspersed amongst 

i>bu)dsome Seindian caps, and the exceeding grace of all 

Kilted a thoroughly enstem scene, very beautiful. Nor 

the high cRstetlated anil oroamenied tum^MVa «X 
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Hydrabad, lowering above the armed men and crowH^ 
with figures similar with tbose below, oalculaied to renda 
the picture less carious. 

" 'ihe walls of Hydrabad appear to be of aoft brick, but 
are full of loop-boles curiously made, having below eiicli a 
chuinel, cut like a trough, which slopes off to noiliiijg: 
they are thirty or forty feet high and have an ancient and 
romantic appearance. Nor were the people Jess so, with 
their horses plunging and neighing, their own loud voii^ 
and exaggerated jet graceful gesticulations, eager as lii* 
animals they rode. The sons of the Ameers, in patanqtiins, 
met and turned back with me, and then the crowd bernms 
dense ; hut our strong pnlkee men forced rapidly onwwili, 
while imprecatioBB struggles and fights occupied the people 
on foot, all resolved to see the ' Feringhee General Ssitr.' 
On reaching the gates the difficulty augmented, the psikw 
went slow and salaams were made on all sides. 

" The beauty of these people is very great, and though in 
tlie crowd it was diversified by many ugly negroes' fBW, 
scarcely could an ugly Scindian he seen ; on all sides iw 
fine manly countenances, with eyes of fire and teeth of sno». 
dark skins but not black, nearly my onu complexion. We 
worked our way through the narrow streets and armed gslM 
to the palaces of the Ameers, who, lo save my leg, polil*lj 
held their dhurhar outside. They arose and helped me ^ 
rise, which my lameness rendered difficult, and seatci! me 
on the right hand of Nusseer, a large fat man, not handw^" 
yet not ill-looking. I did not see anything bad in his ft^- 
hut he ' hates the Enghsh,' and of course is n ' danm*'' 
scoundrel," What bad taste the villain has. Ho does i"*' 
like to have his country subjected. Well, there be "^^ 
hating ua — but too well bred to shew it to me, being inilM^ 
very civil, as they all are in their manner. 

" They would all try on my spectacles, were puzzled by 
them, and repeatedly askod if I was very happy and "^rj 
comfortable ? In return my interpreter continually a»liw 
if riiey were very happy and very comfortable ? This "^ 
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) more incumbent on me, as having just written a billet- 
doux to tliem wbich could by no means add to tbeir com- 
fort or happiness : it was to request tbey would not break 
treaty by levying tolls on the river, and hinted, that if they 
did so my next visit would be less welcome. Nusaeer had 
not vet received it, because amidst sucli civility it was not 
light to mortify him before tbe multitude ; be will get it to- 
morrow and shall stick to tbe treaty ! Foolish man, he sees 
not that it will in lime iill instead of injuring his treasury. 

" When we had sat some time he presented me with an 
immense sum of money, £fi,0O0, which was of course re- 
fused — at which, I hear, all tbe Ameers were much offendeii, 
because Lord *•*** had different ideas and took their 
money. On him they pressed £2.000, on me i'6,000. 
Lord ******••*« also, I am told, accepted present*. 
These things were formerly permitted by tbe government and 
might be right or wrong according to circumstouces : not so 
when they are prohibited. Chacun a son goiit: mine is nc^t 
in lake. Tbe government however knew of and sanciicmed 
L^rd*****'s acceptance. Having taken leave and no 
cash, my next visit was to the palaces of those Ameers who 
are not oc terms with Nusseer's party, and are favourable to 
llie British. They received me with far more cordiality : 
they have no ambition, and so long as they eollect their 
revenne care little whether we occupy their town or not, 
Tbe same scene here as before, the same offer of money but 

It so large a sum, at least tbe towel holding tlie gold (bd 
t aeeiD so Urge. This was a curious day. I was dic- 
ing like a Itonmn consul, and tbrentening the dethrone- 
nt of princes if my orders were disobeyed I 
•* Up to Hydrabad tbe river is very wide — from 600 yards 
six miles ; the bed however eternally changes in depth 
i breadth, and even in course. A crocodile, the only one 
iliBTC seen, took a look at us this dny. There are many 
rtles with claws, good to eat, and one was caught, but 
Detbing was found in its stomach which made the sol- 
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diers throvr it overboard: I made no inquiry, but do not 
mean to eat turtle in Soinde. 

" September 27th. — This day tbirty-two years ago I wm 
shot through the bend at Busaco, and am now, being past 
sixty, just lamed by the burstiog of a rocket, and aailing 
up the Indus in command of an army t Wonderful are tlje 
vicissitudes of my life, mid my escapes from dauger ^thiu 
the last six weeks have been as great as ever! Cholera, 
shipwreck, and the bursting of a rocket, yet all escaped! 
iliougli with a severe wound. This river Indus is a grand 
piece of water, and will again become uelebrnted and toiich 
these countries ; there is no want here but of man's making. 
The banks fall In fast, hundreds of tons have done w as 
we passed. The water-course must have changed many 
times sinoe Alexander sailed down, and can only be llie 
same between the mountains ; in the flat it sbiAs every 
year, nay, every day, and the mouths roust be quit* dif- 
ferent. Wherever wood appears tlie hank is four or five 
feet, sometimes twenty feet above the water, tlie opposite 
bank being invariably low and without a shrub : yet there 
is deep soil everywhere. These woods are all preserves, 
and are principally of the Babul tree. The captain of llie 
Comet tells me the current is from four to five knots an 
liour ; Barnes says two and a half: the skipper is probabl} 
right. 

" The banks exhibit mica in strata, the deposit dot 
appear to be sand, and the watfir is liquid mud, it reqtj| 
no soap in washing. The banks above water are perpeB 
cular, with the white mica strata shewing for the hundred 
miles we have gono about two feet from the surface, but 
spreading in patches where dips bappi^n in the groond. 
Doctor CoUum cells it mica, but I will get some examined, 
lor guesses are worthless. Travellers' conjectures are eoa- 
veniont castles iu the air for idle voyagers' repose, ouJ fools 
are gulled by them. Sir Alexander Burncs, though uoi an 
idle traveller, seems to me an exaggerutor ; and as » snt- 
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veyor ninkes bis protractions meet, nolens Tolens. He says 
tbe banks fall with a terrific crash and noise as loud na 
nriillery. They now fall before my eyes every hour, and 
iQiike no noise ; should the water sink even eigbt feel more 
they cimid make no great crash. Minute criticism on u 
great traveller this ; but it is accurate etateraents, and not 
tl>p number of miles liis horse carries him that makes a man 
n Humboldt, and the neglect gf iliem makes him a Mim- 
(tbausen ! This little fact shews Burues' mm for haety con- 
clusions, formed on hasty work, I know what surveying is 
very well, and am sure bis was loose and slovenly ; as good 
as the case admitted of may be granted, but without positive 
sasertion be gives the reader to undersland that it was very 
accurate. 

" September 28lh. — My leg painful all yesterday, yet the 
rapidity with which it heals is wonderful. Carried on the 
SI St by men, I have been now three days walking about 
-without a stick : pretty well for a wound which severed the 
^rhole calf of the leg to the bone ! Shoals of crocodiles 
xliis day : vory harmless it is said, but while accepting this 
^»MiraDce in words I would not like to trust thetr honour by 
Imtliiug — the innocents ! 

"September 20ih. — Passed the Luckee range. Lord 
^Keime's army passed here along the river but the roitd 
Mnns been since washed away. We have now neared 
S^SebwaD, and the water hiis narrowed to one hundred and 
^^3fty yards. On the northern Luckee range are the re- 
maunfl of a fort, after passing which the bunks are again 
• «DW. Did the river ever run between the Luckee and 
-K=IaUa ranges? It has washed away half of a pretty 
^•^Qosqne, and Bonies speaks of Sehwan being two miles 
^*»Dni the water; that marks the varying course of the 
»^Ter. which rolls its mass of waters like a whale Jioun- 
*lcrin([ for pleasure. 

" September SOtb. — Pelicans, at whose bodies my compa* 
oii>Qs coDLinually do fire, and continually do miss. 

K 3 
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** October Ist — What immense prodttce might bnrthen 
this running sea ! Civilization would soon bridle this mid 
river : the Dutch control the rude northern seas, and a few 
dams run obliquely down the stream would restrain tbe 
vagaries of the Indus. Would that Sehwan were mioe: 
quickly it should defy the river and have quays, and agricid- 
tnre for twenty miles around, while vast canals should ctrry 
the waters through the land. Science would play with tbe 
Indus, but it cannot be controlled by misery, poverty, igno- 
rance, and a tyranny calculated to destroy the earth and mm. 
The wild beast only thrives here, and the Ameers tormcot 
even him : their diversions are destruction, their sole hoar 
ness to hoard gold! Their extortions impoverish tbeir 
own treasury, they kill. the goose for the golden eggs: but 
the last egg I suspect is laid. My object will be to resusci- 
tate the goose ; but while doing so the Ameers may go by 
the board : if so, it is their ovm fault. Did God give ^ 
whole pec^le to half a dozen men to torment ? I will stiit® 
to teach the Ameers a better use of their power, and if th^S 
break their treaties the lesson shall be a rough one ! 

*' October 2nd. — The banks shew more cultivation, gns 
is now occasionally seen. What grain ! A field of jowarr^ 
presented stalks full twelve feet high ! and the soil is tb ' 
same all along ! Pelicans again. Pelican is a fine statel^^ 
fellow, something between a lord and an alderman ; with ^ 
dash of the philosopher, for when shot at, he rises grace^^ 
fully, carries his paunch just out of reach, and alights agaiii^ 
to his dinner like Sir William Curtis. The mercury is at^ 
90^ in the shade. 

** October drd. — I feel idle on board, but am not so, having 
seen or read all yet known about the Indus, and finished a 
report upon Kurrachee, shewing government how very im* 
portant a place it may become and how to make it so. They 
will no doubt put me down as a visionary ; but had I Ken^ 
nedy to aid me, and power, they should soon see the vision 
realized ! Some camel grass has just been brought on board. 
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Tbe sinlLs are a sort nf reed, some sixteen feet high, colour 
n light but bright, yellow, very beautiful : iis graceM wavinf; 
is beyond thai of feathers. Saw an enormous bird, larger 
than nny ostrich. Ita body Bmall, with white feathers near 
the tips of its wings, red legs of immense length, and its 
neck also. To us on board it seemed six feet high, if not 
lore, for il was not quite erect. Steadfastly it watched the 
<r from ibo bank, and never did so large and so hand- 
a bird meet my eyes. No one knew it and guns were 
prepared, but ita hour had not arrived, poor bird. We 
were too far off and loft him in all his dignity, king of 
birds on the Indus!" 

Being now close to Sukkur, where political events were 
bursting from their artful coverings, his journal once more 
^Msutues a public form, and will be hesl introduced by ex- 
from a private letter written at Kurracliee to his bro- 
Henry. 

September I8th, 1813. — My position here is very ticklish, 
but danger from war none. When General England joins 
roe fh>m Quettah I shall have 12,000 men : yet no covalry, 
which in this open country would be wanted if the Ameers 
attRck me. My difficulty will be to act with judgment aa 
chief political agent. I believe Lord EUenborough's inten- 
tions ara just and honourable, I know my own are; but bell 
is paved with good intentions, and hotb of us may have dif- 
ficulties to encounter. Still I feel neither diffidence nor 
hesitation ; my plan is formed ; so is Lord EUenborough's. 
and my belief is that they are alike. The mountain tribes 
tbreatrn to attack England's column in the Botan pass ; but 
is great reason for doubt, and I have sent to advise, 
authorize tlie commander in Upper Scinde to moke a 
fard movement towards the pass, which will assist Eng- 
bis retreat by menacing the rear of his enemies, lie 
the mass of mv forces and, until he joins, there are only 
in Upper Sciude. I ought to have been here two 
itbs ago, and have now to move SOO miles up the Induii 
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dirough a hostile country with a guard of only fifty men.' 
This did not prevent his braving the Ameers in their palace 
and prescribing Biaendmeot. 

" Journal, October 4th, — A report that England's cavalr; 
has been cut off in the passes : it is probably a confudng of 
the misfortune that befell Nott's cavalry near Ghusnee, and 
if true must be trifling, as ho had very few. Any evil u 
England's column would bother me: the best way to ad 
liim will be to bring the 22nd and S8th Regimonis up from 
Kurrachee, and taking 200CI men from Shikarpoor morol 
once into the Bolan. It would however be au awkward 
for llie Brahoe Beiooehees are called by Postans, who' 
been political ageut with them, forty thousand fighting mto^ 
and amongst their own defiles tbey are not to be troal&d as 
children ! My hope and behef is tltat England will cume 
through safely, hut if he is intercepted he must not be left 
without a strong effort to pull him through. What ia lo 
become of NoU if he meets a reverse? What of Pollock 
if he meets with one? Time must answer, Tliis is a war 
of risks without objects. Why abandon Canduhnr and 
Quettah before Nolt has effected his junction with Pollock? 
Everywhere we fight without a base. Should Nott's foot 
get thrashed, as his horse have been, he has neither Cauda- 
har nor Quettah to fall back upon : nur Gbusnee, for Uut 
be has blown up. 

" October 6ih, — Important letters from LordEllenhoi 
He works hard for his bread and acts well ; 
to be more held in check from home than he ought 
a man entrusted with an empire should have no ch< 
pubbc opinion, a rigid responsibility, yet free to do at 
what be deems needful. All the sentiments of bonoar; 
honesty towards the weak that Lord E. expri'ssca 
me ; I believe him liberal and honest in all he does, 
man can do more. With God's blessing I will stand by 
BO far as executing his orders; and methinks that in 
this is wanted as much as anywhere. Men come hi 
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makfl tnonev, it ia the empire of Mammon ; and they are ' 
right to a certilin extout, for man will not move witliout a j 
motive, and what motive can they have but money ? Thers 
i» howeveT reason in roasUDg of eggs, and making money 
should have limits. Example. The Wuzeer of ilie Kyr^ i 
poor Nusseer Khan came to me lately, to pay in the name of 
his prince the usuul compliments, and offered a present of j 
money: now my worship of Mammon is pecuiiurly strict 
and fervid, but I could not accept the ready ihino, becanse lE < 
vas beyond limits. 

"My leg is swelled and painful, it ought to be well. 

AV'hat an unlucky devil am I ! Two thousand soldiers were 

siutiding around, every men within reach of mischief, and I 

^oue was hurt! Sinclair and Munbee were cloae, Sinclair, 

^ giant, rather closer than me. How did we escape being 

ftslowu ifl atoms ? Our hour was not come ! The blow was 

like ibal of a bruise: it hns given me a shake. They tell 

^rae I shall recover. Pooh ! young men do not know what 

-^an old one feels. I did not until I was old; the recovering 

^spring and elastic restitution after illness or accident is 

^^one. Youth like the sea rises and sinks again ; age like 

•^^ river goes down ! down ! and there is no up. Fate I fate 1 

me go 10 work." 

His pnbhc correspondence, commencing at Kurrachee, will 

ow disclose the progress of his command. 

" Governor of Bombay, September 14th. — General Eng- 

S sand's first dirision marched from Quettah about the lOih; 

K^die second will march about the i6th; the tlurd about th« 

^Wid of the month. Lieutenant Brown, pohticid agent, has 

■ Wsports from spies, that various tribes mean lo attack Eng- 

^ ^ud's columns. Brown's impression is that no attack will 

hasarded; and it seems reasouable to suppose, as Uiey 



**-*? hazarded ; and it seems reasouable to suppose, as Uiey ^^M 

*^o-aU have attiicked England iu a divided state and did not, ^^M 

m ^*fit lliey will hardly attack him when he has picked up tliei^^| 

^^t Vwrison of Cjuetmh, and is within reach of Sadur, Sliikar- ^^M 

^^H (out and Sukkur. But as the resolutions uf barbarian»,^^| 
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are generally more sadden than wise, I have auiboiized 
Colonel Wallace, commanding at Sukkur, to push 500 men 
one or two marches from Shikarpoor towards Dadur, if he 
judged it useful. Thus menacing the rear of any force qh 
posed to England might prevent a contest with diat officer, 
which in our present state would have a better effect than a 
victory. It would be a higher tone to say, We redwd 
through the Bolun and no tribe dared attack us, than te 
have those tribes say. The English escaped us fighting for 
their lives. 

"Colonel Wallace, September. — The moving of yonr 
column to aid England is suggested, because the march oft 
corporal's guard will be by barbarians exaggerated to that of 
a brigade before it reaches ten miles 1 I venture to say my 
arrival here with two companies of the 28th Regiment, bas 
been already reported at Hydrabad as diat of a thousand 
men, and coupled witli an advance from Shikarpoor it will 
flutter the Volscians: that is, bother the mountain tribes! 

"Lord Ellenborough, September 15th. — From what I 
collect, Kurrachee is healthy and congenial to European 
constitutions. No illness has been caused by the insalubrity 
of the air. Cholera was imported from Bombay, scurvy has 
arisen from the issue of salt provisions and want of vege- 
tables. I have prohibited the first, arranged for a better 
supply of the second, curtailed the issue of ardent spirits, 
and caused lime juice to be served out I have also advised 
Sir George Arthur that money can be got here on govern- 
ment bills, with a gain of one or two per cent. This saving 
may be small, but such transactions encourage people to 
place confidence in our honour, which it is desirable to in- 
culcate towards our nation, whatever course political circom* 
stances may induce your lordship to adopt towards the 
Ameers. 

"Governor of Bombay, September 18th. — I mean tope? 
my respects to the Ameers in passing Hydrabad: it is en 
attention due to them and to omit it would look insolent* 
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It may also tend to make maitem go smoothly, because 
ihey will then learn thai iliey inual adhere to ilieir treaty, 
K iiact easy to make plain mtlioui breach of respect, or good 

^BXiea tenant My Ine, September. — Gbokm Mohamcd came 
Bi begged a passage to honour me. I knew well enough 
what be was at, bat did not refuse him ; it would have been 
uncivil, and his coming could do no barm. A barbarian con 
never avow his real motive of action, even when aware one 
knows it as well as himself. He was allowed a passage also, 
because, unless some farther informntion changes my present 
jete rmi nation, my design is to put a stop to the qnarrels of 
^fc^Ameers at Kvrpoor. I do not mean to let armed bodies 
Hb dancing about our cantonments. 

I^VH. Maddocks, government secretary, — The Ameers do 
not appear to be acting loyally, and I desired Lieut. Mylne to 
giTe tbem the letter of which a copy is enclosed. It appeared 
t" Bie mipToper to allow the wording of one article, to neu- 
iF^itize the whole spirit of n treaty which it must have been 
ilfi- intention of every article to enforce! The Ameers at- 
Lcmpt to prevent supplies coming to our camp at Kurrachee, 
and our remonstrances are treated by them as an infringe- 
ment of article 5lli. The wording of this article may admit 
of cavil, and as the Ameers seemed disposed to take advan- 
tAge I saw but one mode of getting rid of their snbterfuge, 
luuBely, to reject tlieir statement, that we had violated the 
treaty in listening to the complaints made against them by 
kbnr own subjects. I insisted that the complaint was made 
by as OD our own account — and this is the truth. The pro- 
tection to their subjects against the oppression of the Ameers 
tOMlj be ■ consequence of the treaty, but offers no excuse for 
jbcMcb of treaty ! The Ameers levy tolls on the river : that 

i direct breach of treaty. — Article xi. They liavo also or- 
3 toll to be levied on the boats of the merchants of 
Falpoor, as well as on their own boats. 
To my remonstrances the .Vineers of Hydnibnd have 
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given no answer. Yet the warning which that commoni- 
cation gave was, in my view, fair and honourable towards 
their highnesses. They have the right to rgect my interpre- 
tation of the treaty ; but then let them give their own for 
the decision of the governor-general, and on that take their 
groand as independent princes. 

" I hope the governor-general will approve of my having, 
by my letter, placed Nusseer Khan of Hydrabad in such a 
position that he must either avow his hostility openly, an 
conform to the treaty. He will probably do the last so fiir 
as words go, yet continue to play the same underhand game 
that he now does : but after that distinct warning the case 
against him will become stronger. It is only since mj 
arrival here that I have heard of Nusseer Khan's having 
levied tolls on, and fired into the Bhawalpoor boats naTi- 
gating the Indus under the supposed protection of tbe 
treaty. This appeared to me so important that I have 
directed Lieutenant Brown to obtain the proofs necessarj 
to establish the fact, which we hope to have in about ten 
days when they shall be forwarded. 

** Lieutenant Mylne has been directed to ask for a copy 
of the order, or purwannah, which he told me the Ameen 
had given to Narmull many months ago to sell goods in 
the British cantonments free of duty; also copy of tbe 
order from Nusseer Khan to arrest that man. I do not 
understand why any permission was required or received 
from the Ameers. The 12th and 1 3th articles of treatj 
forbid tlie Ameers to levy duty on goods sold in the 
British cantonments; therefore no permission was nece^ 
sary, and should not have been accepted by any Briti**^ 
subject or servant, as it casts a reflection on the integJ^^ 
of the treaty. 

" Major Outram, October 8th. — The Ameers are like ^ 
barbai'ians, ignorant and cunning; they will get on *"® 
rocks: however the length of their tether is the tre^'V' 
and they have been given to understand that they sb^ 
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not go an inch beyond it; if they do they must taJce the 
coDsequences. I know what thai would be were I maater, 
and suspect what it is likely to be. 

" Lieutenant Mybie. — Your answer for the Ameer Sobdar 
is gune ; he is mnde a feeler for Nusseer Khan, or else is 
alraid and wants to keep well with both sides; they will 
not corae to the scratch. God help them if they do: — yet 
ihey and tlieir people would be much belter for our rule. 
Uy letter lias done good by bringing matters to a clearer 
Diiderstanding, but we must come clearer yet." 

Tbeee frequent expressions of scorn for the Ameer power 
wore U6ed with design to reach those princes and ahtike their 
confidence. 

" Sir G. Arthur. — General England's people have met 
with no difficulties hitherlo. I have had some dealings 
with the Ameers and been rather rigid ; they must decide 
now OB ibeir course. I have insisted on having written 
orders coDtradictiog those given to their own authorities; 
four have consented, two swear tliey will not, but have 
returned no official answer: they shall. They are hke 
^tiicbetb*a nitehcs ' keeping the promise to the ear.' 

Lord Ellenborough, October 8lh. — I send copy of my 
lit on Kurrachee, original gone to Sir G. Arthur : a lame 
for I was Ifime, My hope is that he will send me the 
Iraiiog rods, and permit me to construct the bridge of boats 
over the creek on General Forquhursoo's plan, aud the hgbt- 
houfte proposed by myself. Officers shall be immediately 
employed to sun,-cy this place and its environs. 

" Lieutenant Munbee. — It wos of no use to write sooner, 
because I had neither time to consider the affairs of Kur- 
iftchee nor power to sanction things as I wish to do. Now 
there is more time to cousider, and more power. 

" I". You will proceed with all possible speed in the eon- 
•tiuctjon of a lighthouse and its establish men t, according to 
your report, and that of Captain Fruahard ; but my senous 
XPS'*'^' '" '" ii"^ke your aiiangements in the most cecuuoiai^^ 
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'^ 2^ Let ine hear as to the progress made in your search 
for water : does that which you found increase or diminish 7 
As this is one of the most important duties, you may sdect 
an intelligent non-commissioned officer to put at the head 
of any number of people necessary to the yigorous search 
for water. 

*' 3°. Purchase a boat of such dimensions as will float ob 
the creek, I mean the largest : have it coppered and a rope 
stretched across the thwarts, made to unship so as to hsvB 
all clear for holding troops. Make other arrangements to 
enable horses to be taken in and out with safety ; for ex- 
ample, the bottom must be strongly planked, and two oU 
iron guns, or two anchors, sunk as you propose^ 

*' 4^ Send me an estimate of the large sheds proposed in 
your letter for the bundur, and for Eemaree point, and pro- 
ceed without delay for the erection of the latter. 

" 5®. Let me know what you are authorized to do to the 
bundur by the military board, and I shall probably be able 
to aid your more rapid progress. 

** 6**. Send me a large plan of the Bham Bhag" — Fortal 
Kurrachee — " with your proposed defence in red ink or ca^ 
mine. Your project cannot be judged of without the plan, 
one cannot fortify on mere recollections; and remember it 
was from a palanquin and late in the evening when I sav 
the Bham Bhag. The estimates may follow the plan, but 
let me have that at once, and do not lose time in fine paint' 
ing and ornament : let it be rough as you like, only be exact 
in all the measurements, lines and angles, and draw the lines 
of fire. Make no talk in the cantonment, but quietly do 
what I require and do it quickly : there are many reasons 
for this besides my aversion to see government works go 
on dawdling. Do not keep one estimate waiting for an- 
other, but send off whatever you first prepare : this ^1 
be easiest for both, and be assured mine is not an i^^ 
time." 

Thus early did he foresee and strive for the commerciw 
grandeur to which Kurrachee is now rising. And it must 
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Te admitted that he seizeil Iiis command with extraordinnry 
vigour, when the circum stances under which he gathered the 
data for his report, of which the plans mentiooed in these 
instructiona were only n part, are considered. For he was 
hot a few days at Kurrachee, suffering from the rocket 
nunnd, embarrassed by the care of the sick soldiers, per- 
plt'sed by the separation of his forces and the supposed 
diuf^or of General England's column, and plunging himself 
into all tbe intricacies of Scindian politics, tho course of 
^Koh is now to be resumed, 

^K^bservHtiuns on a convention between tbe British Resi- 
^B|at Hydrabad, and a conddential servant of the Ameer 
^^bbadad. 

^HlThe Ameer's friend asked this question. Will the 
^^Hsh govemment assist the Ameer if he declares for its 
^■Kests and thereby draws down the enmity of the other 
Hien? 

^^fAntver by Sir C. Napier. The British government 
^B support him with its whole force in maintaining the 
^Btj of 14 articles: and if by adhering to that treaty his 
^H^aal safety be endangered, he has only to place himself 
^Ber protection of the British Kesident, and any insult 
^^■ed to him will be resented by the governor- general. 
^^g Ameer » friend. If tbe other Ameers refiise to grant 
^Btturwannahs and write to that effect and you see Meer 
^Btdad's seal to it, do not think anything of thai bnt re- 
^^kberr what has been communicated to you at this inter' 

^^^Amver. I will not enter into any secret intrigue to 
^^Elt the Ameer In deceiving their highnesses, his relations. 
^^■M the Ameer signs for that he must answer for. If he 
^^■pres to the treaty the governor- general will tnpport him, 
^^fa refuses he must take the consequences. The governor- 
^^bra] is aLke strong, to support friends and punish ene- 
^H>. The Ameer is an independent prince, a party to the 
^^■Q' and his highness must judge for himself and abide 
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results. Bat if his highness condescends to ask my advicie, 
it is to adhere to the treaty and place Ml confidence in the 
protection of the govemor-genend : always hearing in mind 
tliat his highness is individually as well as coUectiyely 
pledged to the execution of that treaty. Intrusted by the 
goTemor-general with the command in Scinde, it is my wish 
to preserve the friendship existing by treaty between the 
British government and their highnesses the Ameers ; this 
treaty is the bond of union, and if broken the friendship 
must be broken also ! Therefore I am resolved to report 
to the governor-general the slightest infiuction of the 
treaty, which had better not have been made than not he 
observed." 

At this time Greneral England had passed the defiles 
without loss or difficulty: but the dangers of his march 
had been by public opinion greatly exaggerated, and Sir C. 
Napier, daily assailed with strange tales of peril, and obsta* 
cles almost insurmountable, had been very anxious fur tbe 
safety of a oolunm which was to compose more than half his 
force. His opinion of England as a general had beeu very 
low, and hence, when the troops came safely down through 
the passes, he with a generous emotion, thinking he had 
undervalued that officers talent, addressed an encomiastic 
letter to him. It has since been adduced as proving the 
high opinion Sir C. Napier entertained of General England 
generally ; it does not do so, as will be found in the course 
of this work ; but with this explanation that officer is en- 
titled to the following record. 

" General England, October 6th. — Allow me to congra- 
tulate you on yoiur successful progress in a most difficult 
retreat ; for your convoy is like Falstaff's bill for sack, and 
your troops like the item for bread. I really did not expect 
that you could have passed the Kojuck without immense 
loss. Your having done so does you great honour, enconi- 
bered as you were not only with your own baggage but eU 
the riddances of General Notts force. 
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I^I rejoice with all my heart at General Notts 
Lilt no man can deny, tlmt of the two operntions, that 
allotted to you was by far the most difficult, whether the 
oiuposition of your troops or the ground to be got over is 
C'it*idered. His is a compact force of picked troops formed 
fur active service, with only the baggage absolutely neces- 
farr ; no sick, and having, besides cavalry, a powerful 
ttniilitrjr nnd no passes to force, Yours the refuse of his 
force, no cavaliy, few guns, the hospital of both corps and 
till! baggage of both, with perhaps the greatest passes in 
ilie world lo traverse, and the enemy the same in both 
tases ! Lastly, assuredly not least, the one force animated 
by the pride of an advance, the other under the depressing 
iuflaence of a retreat." 

Subsei{uent information convinced Sir C. Napier, that 
the march -was a mere procession, and conducted without 
nrder, or skill, or danger, or difBcalty. 

■■ Lord Ellenhorough. October lOih. — Although the 
AmeetB have assembled their troops for a quarrel among 
Lbonselves they seem a little inclined to use them against 
m if opportunity offers : at least so it would appear by the 
Intelligence enclosed. I have often observed that barbarians 
btwome quickly reconciled when a common enemy appears, 
Uld as readily split when the danger pusses away. The 
Anieers thought General England s force was coming with 
MNDC evil design and became friends at once; they imagine 
ptnr that we are going to give Sbikarpoor to Prince Timour, 
E:Of Sbnh Soojah — and Chat be has oome here for that 
\ porpose. 
Bir Thomas McMalion, October 18th. — England seems 
pve conducted bis retreat well — die terrible matchlocks 
e to kill ns ten miles off aeera to have killed no one 
I jardsl Notl and Pollock were lucky. Had five 
[ of Napoleon's Voltigours been amongst the rocks 
f would bave had sharp work. However, it has all 
I delightfully in getting back these poor womea: tlmt 
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would repay us, even had we lost five thoasand men. Now 
then for raising the curtain which has hid the CAwA 
tragedy. Palmer, Shelton, come forth and tell the Biitidi 
army why you surrendered! 

** Sir Gr. Arthur, Octoher 18th. — The engineer at Enm- 
chee has found water in the Ghisree hills, close to Euiracheei 
Good water, hut whether constant he cannot say: so hi 
however success has attended the attempt, and I hope the 
governor-general will allow me to negotiate for Eurracbee^ 
as all things are now favourable." — It had not been made 
over by treaty. '' I have had hard labour in reading an 
immense number of documents, to gain sufiBcient knowledge 
of the position in which we stand to make out a report 
ordered by Lord EUenborough. I maintain that we most 
hold Shikarpoor if we want to do business as merchants in 
Sukkur ! If we abandon Shikarpoor the robber tribes will 
descend from the hills and occupy the great jungle between 
those towns; the commerce of Shirkarpoor will then be 
ruined, for between the robbers of the Bolan pass and those 
of the jungle it must perish. Conducted chiefly by Hindoo 
Banians, will they remain between two bands of thieves? 
Impossible ! Shikarpoor connects us with all the countries 
north and west, and is the seat of all tlieir money dealings; 
thus it becomes a place where we can always learn what 
goes on in Central Asia, and from whence trade will poor 
into Sukkur and Bukkur. 

In a military view it is important 

Suppose the jungle full of bands. If you attack them 
with infantry they retire, sniping off, probably, an officer 
and two or three men. Twenty-five miles through this 
jungle clears it, you bivouac and return and they follow yoo 
like your shadow ; but with cavalry at Shikarpoor the rob* 
hers would be caught as in a trap. The whole district is 
now barren, but the soil is said to be the most fruitfbl Sd 
India, and if we occupy the district it will yield an immense 
revenue. I hope therefore to persuade Lord Ellenborong'^ 
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to let me negotiate for the purchase. A negotiatioii was 
oommeDced by Lord Auckland, it is still open, and relin- 
foisbiDg seven or eight lacs due by those Ameers who own 
the district would do the job, with this accompaniment — 
Pay up your debts or give us this district ! 

"I am delighted that the poor women who were prisoners 
•n at last safe ! their unhappy fate sat like an incubus on 
IDT mind. The Gabool garrison left that place the 8th 
instant covered with glory: we don't hide our victories 
ODder a bushel ; but among the nations of the East a little 
vtnnting has a good effect. What will now be said for sur- 
veadering to a nation having so little courage, that even 
when posted in tremendous defiles they dared not look our 
troops in the face: — fighting there has been none. 

*• Mr. Haddocks, 26th October. — I am sorry to send you 
io many papers, and to Lord Ellenborough so long a report; 
bat I came here so ignorant of Scindian affairs as to have 
to learn while describing, and therefore have not done so in 
is condensed a form as I could now, though still not with- 
oat a delay which passing events will not allow. Secret 
infinrmation, sent to Major Clibbome — head of the military 
intelligence — since I sealed the pacquet to Lord Ellen- 
boiongh, shews that Meer Nusseer Khan has made up his 
Uiind to fight with us ! he will probably unmake it again. 
I shall do all in my power to make him think more wisely, 
by being more rigid with him. If one gives way the least 
to these half-civilized people, they think it is from fear. 
Poor people, I should be sorry were blood to be shed from 
BQch egregious folly. 

•* Lord Ellenborough, October 27th. — I had just prepared 
% letter proposing the total abolition of the poUtical agency 
when I received your lordship's letter on that subject, and 
I shall select those whom Major Outram deems the most 
dBcient of the people employed, as those who are to com- 
poee the new establishment, which I hope will be a very 
mall one. I shall continue anxious until I hear whether 
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your lordship approves of the view I have taken of Scinde 
aiFiurs. The Ameers are said to threaten resistance, which 
I do not believe— those viigahond spies always have a 
Bton' : se faire valoir is their motto I Meanwhile most 
heartily do I concur with you that ' king-making and cbief- 
oreatiug,' is no longer a system for so powerful a govern- 
ment to pursue. On first coming to India, I observed how 
deeply old Indiune are imbued with love of this petty policy, 
so totally beneath the spirit required lo rule this enonDom 
empire." 

A justly-grounded hatred of the British, and the toltenn; 
appearance of their power, was now pushing the Ameere to 
war, and as the troops were very much scattered and tar 
sickly Sir C. Napier's position was hourly becoming more 
critical. Lord EUenhorough had proclaimed his resoludoii 
to maintain the rights acquired by treaty inviolate, andtud 
given especial orders in tlial sense to the general, who W> i 
therefore bound to unravel all the Ameers' intrigues «rf I 
disputes. In this view he had of necessity recouise 0> I 
tJie political chief, Ouiram and his staff for informaCioD, uui 
quickly discovered that Uiey had been pompous and ind- 
ficient, playing fast and loose with the Ameer; at one tiin^ 
careless and conceding, at another bullying, at no liiw 
wise or vigorous. Costly also, and ostentatious, aSecliniI 
particular friendships and enmities according as the prinoes 
Haltered or offended tliem. Nevertheless all their inlbmiB- 
tiou. public and secret, all indications of design by word« 
deed, combined to show that the Ameers had system nlicill! 
violated their treaty, and were preparing for war. ThBJ 
were disturbed and alarmed by the general's prompt rebukft 
heing nen-ous and timid from intemperance and dehaucheiv: 
yet their secret preparations for war went on uncensin^'j- 
and finally catised iheir downfall. Their conqueror i^ 
been accused of driving them to hostilities and eeeiiof 
bloodslicd: with what injustice will now be seen. 

" Journal, October 7lli. — I have been dielating to ^' 
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Four profess obedience : two others do not, but 
ihey made the ireiily and shall keep to ila provisions. They 
are tyrants, and so are we, but tbc poor will have fairer play 
under our scepire than under tlieirs. The treatj- exproaaly 
Bays, No tolls sball be levied on any bonts navigating the 
Indus. They Btill levy tolls, which shall not be, or they 
jgOX sing toll de roll toll and I shall sing small ! whieh, 
Hft m.OflO British soldiers at my beck I am n 
^Bfe. What do they answer to my remoustrauces? We 
^9y levy tolls on our own subjects. But good sira tlie 
tn^alv says no boats shall pay toll. Yes general, but it also 
says. The Ameers shall be despotic rulers in their own ter- 
Hiary and the EngliBh shall not listen to any complaints 
^■fe Bffaiusl ihem by their aitbjecu. Verily your high- 
^Hrb speak truth, and I will not listen to a word your sub- 
jBIb nay say against you ; but the treaty says no lolls shall 
ba leried. It is not your subjects therefore but we who 
wnplain, and having onoe done so, beware ! if you do it 
I the consequences may be my levying a toll on Ily- 



PNow good princes, will you have me believe you so silly 

B wish to levy toll on your own subjects' boats and trade, 

» bII others, even those of your enemies the Silchs, pass 

pj Pooh! pooh! Your toll -levying is to enforce gra- 

Uy your ancient scheme of destroying all commerce on 

■'Indus ; or you think our armies in Affghanistan will he 

f ofl?, and then your toll question will be good for a 

tel ; that cock won't fight. First place, our armies will 

loooessful in Ailghanistan though you expect otherwise ; 

t WB have troops enough here to throw you all into the 

When you levied tolls on all you ruined your own 

t and every one else ; there was no commerce, and 

r openly-avowed argument was, that your subjects were 

f rich : — that the more they were taxed the more obedient 

J would be. 

^Another question. Suppose you bad a right to ruin 
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your own subjects, what riglit to ruin those of the Sikfe 
princes 'I — The river is ours froai Mitt«nkote to die sea. and 
no Sikh boat sliall pass ii-se. Is lliis a dootriue to be en- 
dured ? You might as well say you will dam up the Indue 
and drown the Punjaubees, the river being yours where you 
stop its flow .' No. The treaty whicb opened thst river for 
commerfie was right, aqd we have reason in holding to il; 
it is also more useful to you and your people than to us. 
Our view is supported by common sense and humanity, and, 
what is worth more in your eyes, by 15,000 soldiers ind 
twenty pieces of cannon." It is curious that he afta^ards 
found the Ameers Imd stopped the Sow of tlie river to deetroj 
the country of Cutch ! 

" These poor foolish Ameers think, that with all tlxM* 
soldiers in possession of the Indas they can lay out iti 
banks in forests tor wild beasts ; and with four armed sicani- 
ers plying on the waters, can destroy villages and all culti- 
vation, refuse wood for those steamers, and by tolls destroy 
commerce and the welfare of their wretched people, who 
are frequently seen to pick the grains from the dung of tbt 
officers' horses to eat! Mene! mene I tukel, upbaisin! 
How is all this to end? We have no right to swas 
iScinde, yet we shall do so, and a very advantageous, uaefiil, 
humane piece of rascahty it will be. But it seems possible 
so to frighten these Ameers that they would abdicate in our 
i'avonr, if we left them their hunting grounds and reveouM, 
and we might do both. They have usurped their poaet 
within sixty years by the sword, but they cannot keop it bj 
the sword, so let it go as It came. 

" Ootobor 9ih. — OfBciol accounis come of Notts viotoiy 
on the 8ih of September, and of his destruction of Gbuc 
nee. Why did be destroy it? I do not like this : he xMi 
a barsh man. Pollock's viotory of the 3rd also. He liS9 
nut destroyed Cabool, but hung out the British coloim 
on the Ballar lliasar. And now Lord Kllenborough, 
if be gets back the priBoneni, ought to put the Dbost on 
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IV' throne, or liheraW tiim and let them alone, witli- 

i-nwing onr tronps. Talking of troops and fighting, one 

-mles nt ihu battles na the skirmisliea have been unlleJ, 

lyiuck loses some sixty or seventy men, Nott some forty ! 

We used to lose as many for each company in Spain. They 

Uhb out a acrimmiiffe wonderftilly in India, but General 

I I'ollock soems to be np to hia work. 

I "October 1 1th. — All the Ameers, except Nussper Khan 

I Vii Mahomed Khan, have accepted my interpretation of tho 

I traiy, I uould have let them run on until they irrevocably 

' Wmmitted themselves, but that nonld have been unfair. 

^y horses have arrived: Jack Sheppard wicked as ever, he 

"ill light every horse within reach of his heels; yet no 

: iin)^ for me, my legs are wasted and weak. Devil take tho 

■ "--kuu 

" October i2ih. — An iniercepied letter from Nusseer 
Khan to the Beloocli mountain tribes tells them, Now is 
tbvir lime to aid him to expel us from Suinde. This breaks 
trcuty in two ways. The 8th article forbids the Ameers to 
negoliate for any purpose without our participation : Nusseor 
now calls on tribes with whom we are at peace to rise, and 
- at us as tliat chief did who destroyed poor Clarke at 

■ '."jfiisk." 

I.i«atenaDt Clarke, in charafe of a convoy, was cut off in 
ihfl Cutchee bills and died, fighting terribly : his strengtli 
wu equal to his spirit, both heroic. 

" I have proposed to Lord Ellenborough to take advan- 
ti^e of the breaches of treaty, and. pladug a subsidiary 
'urce in Nusseer's court, force him to treat hie subjects witli 
iiiirauiity — seizing Kurrachee 03 a punishment : that, or to 
■ (.!-■ notlting but control his government. There are 
i ■ -iple who will here stickle for vested interests, and say 
«iili JJnsseer. and the donkey driver. Things are come to a 
t>r«Uy pass wlicn a man cannot wallop his own jackass. 
Bui (iBTo the donkey has vested interests also, not com- 
I wftllopping. And Nusaccr, besides walloppinf; 
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his subjects, has called on the inount^n tribes to wuUop m: 
they are about 150,000 fighung men, and he, if tiieyaaswtf, 
could have some thirty thouBand. One month ago they woaH 
have ruined General England, and may annoy him alill. 
T thought his getting through those passes was owing to hit 
own skill ; hut Major Outram tells me that he had beJor; 
quieted all the clans except tlie Kakurs, and had enlisuJ 
the Brahoes, who are the most powerful, in our service: id 
short that the merit was his, not Euglund's," This was M 
true, but it was habitual with Major Outram to assume liu 
merit of other men's acEions. 

" Probably my next orders will be to march on Hydn- 
bad ; if so my point of attack will be the N.E. angle, vhiti 
is Tery weak. But my hope and trust is not to be compelled 
to bombard the town, or to assault. If Nusseer is nuJ 
enough tu resist, my design is to let all the women and cliil* 
dren go out to a fort about half a mile from the town : ua 
a rehgious place, but a fort nevertheless. Niisseer will llisn 
fee! so lonely, nnd we shall look so ugly, that mothinks k 
will strike his colours like a wise man." — A cross uola written 
after Hydrabad fell, touching this supposed weak point, ran* 
thus. " So Outram told me, but that and all he said to Du 
proved false and foohsh." 

" October 18tb. — Again on horseback. Saw Priooc 
Timour. He is heir to the Cabool throne, yet pref«s» 
pension under British protection ! My feelings for this piW 
wretch are those of contempt ; ho takes an ignoble pensioB 
in a land which belonged to his ancestors. The Puunua: 
throne is his of right, is vacant, his younger broths i> 
fighting for it, aided by a strong party, aud is in poasesaiim 
of the Ballar Hisear, aud this fellow sneaka away snivelling 
to Loodiaoa ! His two sons called on me : they are oiK 
lads, very handsome and resolute-lookiug. The eldest, abou' 
fifteen, had been out fighting at Candahar. and I susp«' 
will have a touch at his uncle's weasand whon older: tli»l 
ia, if the anid uncle, Futteh Jung, preserves bis 




i for it seems pretty certain Acbar Khan will save the 
roongBter the trouble whenever Pollock leaves Cabool. If 
heae boys become full fledged they will give Acbar trouble, 
mkss their base father ruios them at Loodiana. Poor boys ! 
Born to empire, or at least to fight for it, which is as grand 
ind glorious, yet now conJeDined by their vile parent to the 
lorliens of the Zenana ! 

" 1 5th. — The son of the Ameer Ali Moorad came to see 
no, bringing from hia father a quantity of money aa a pro- 
uot. It is lucky that my temper is not avaricious, or it 
irould be bard to bo so tempted every two or three days by 
JieM bags of gold. The lad is a little fat fellow, as broad 
IS he is long : — ' the fat boy ;' but such a face and head 1 
IfapoJeoa's I a black Napoleon 1 He is full of intelligence, 
■nd vill give us Engliab trouble, or help. His father is 
ntperior to the other Ameers in character, and is now at war 
ritb bis nephew, Nusseer Khan — of Kyrpoor not Hydra- 
)fed. They fought lately, All was vieiorious, and I have 
tSavA mediation. If not accepted my task will bkely be to 
int both down, for having two armies close to my canton- 
Dant is dangerous : both bate us, both are trying to raise 
liB billmen against us, and both might strike a peace to 
lUsok me. Meanwhile they compel me to liaross my men 

k strong guards. 

i Moorad sends this boy with fine speeches and gold 
B mo to his side, and people any he is himself a fiue 
; at least Outram says so. Hie fine boy is not only 
( hoy but the artful dodger ; when about twelve years 
i ia now fourteen, being on a visit to Mr. Xnyvet, a. 
ml, the latter took out a handsome watch which Uttle 
" ' ' y rcaolviHl to have ; he osked to look at it, shut his hand 

I held it fast the whole visit, his elder brother repeatedly 
-^Jiapered to give it bock, but no answer, save a determined 
riiake of the head. When they wont away the youngster 
naimd off, clenching his fist on the prize, silent, and with 
j^^ghtforwnnl look as if he heard nothing. This looks 
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as if Fatty would have his own share of the commeroe on 
the Indus. 

*' October 16th. — My mind is made np that we ought to 
enforce the treaty and set commeroe free on the Indos. 
I am not an admirer of commerce, God knows, when it is to 
be favoured, and all rascaUty practised towards the poor to 
forward its progress ; and my belief is that Lord AugUokI 
made the Affghan war for the ' interests of commerce:' tkat 
is, to make rich merchants of England richer and the poor 
of England poorer. But here our interest and that of the 
Scindian people are on this point one. Wherefore I avow 
wanting only a just pretext for forcing the Ameers to doiigbt 
for their people, and for themselves. What do they straggle 
for now? To levy tolls on their own boats when those of 
other nations go free ! Oh ! the goose and her golden eggs! 
The Ameers won't fight, my force is too strong, and this 
is the moment to do the job ; because being strong it could 
be done without bloodshed, could be done with my pen! 
Major Outram is of my opinion and I like him much, 
for that reason probably, for I confess not to Uke those 
who differ in opinion with me. I may love and respect 
them, but do not like them as companions : it is very tire- 
some to have everything one asserts argued, my tranper 
woa't bear it. 

" October 17th. — Secret information that Nusseer Khan 
of Kyrpoor and Ali Moorad are reconciled, because the 
Ameers of Hydrabad told them, that when the EngUsb iwre 
assembling troops to take their territory it was no tune to 
quarrel. They will certainly uuite their forces, and one of 
them went towards Hydrabad this day. If they play any tricks 
they will get thrashed. England's 1st column joined me 
the 12th; his 2nd is at Shikarpoor; his 3rd has passed 
Dadur ; but I shall have to send J^OOO men under Wallace 
to Ferozepore the first week in November, unless the Ameers 
are restive beforehand ; my trust is that they are too much 
afraid. If they begin I shall be down the Indus upon tb^ 
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Nth flOOO men before they can look abouL But my mind 
is beot upon stopping nnr, and if left alone I vill do so. 
fiarbario chiefs must be bullied or they think you are afVaid ; 
ibey do not underatnnd benevolence or mfl^animily. Poms 
dji], says the scholar. True book wonn ! but he was con- 
liiundedly thrashed first ! In such cases they are reasonable, 
uving your mercy cannot be fear. I do not want to draw 
T a^Dst the Araeera. and we need not; but if we shew 
iah to avoid doing so they will be at us, and must be 
tshed into sense. My popularity would he small if the 
lldiers knew my strong resolutinD to prevent prize money ! 
nat a wretch is man ! 

f" October 18th. — A letter from Lord Ellenhorough, very 
i and Hatteriog to me, but very unjust to Major Outram. 
I E. seems an unjust man. Every one speaks highly 
Oiitram, yet Lord E. makes war on him, and why? 
becnuse he defended Lieutenant Hnmerely. When General 
England got beaten at Hykulzie he tried to cover it by 
Baying, there wore fortifications which had been worked at 
for two months; now the political agent, Hamersly, ought 
lo hftve known that, if so. His not knowing it was no ex- 
cuse for England, because ho might have used his own eyes ; 
there is a military operation called reconnoitring: but Lord 
Ellenborough, who is not a soldier, very naturally thought 
the poliucai agent lo blame and fell upon him without 
enquiry ; he denied that tJiere was any fortification except 
in General England's dispatch ; and I believe, when that 
geDernl, a month afior, defeated the some enemy with the 
same troops at the same place, every one was satisfied that 
no works had been there. The political was right, but 
Lord E. treated him so ill, that the young man, who wns 
sii-k got worse, and his doctors say he was killed by the had 
tre atment received : certainly when delirious he raved of thi- 
Outram defended his memory, for which, Ac siii/x. 
1 been the object of mean spite ; so he believes, and 
II ba hu told me goes to prove. I cannot take up the 
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cudgels for him, he is able to defend himself; BMtlieT'J 
be wish it; he is mach too coofidoiit in his owd reol^ 
to waat assistance, but what I think of him ahnll | 
Lord EUen borough nhen called to give an opinion." 

The whole of Major Outram's assertions r^aiding him- 
self in this maltei were untrue, and Sir C. Napier's animad- 
versiuDs on Lord EUenborough onfounded; but under the 
impression that they were just, he not only gave his opinion 
hut obtained from Lord EUenborough the appoimmenl of 
commissioner under himaelf for Major Outram. It was rt- 
luctantly granted, and entirely out of delicacy towards the 
general, who had soon ample cause to regret his successful 
generosity. Lord EUenborough would not have left the 
chief political authority with Major Outram even had lie 
thought well of him. To do so was inconsistent witli his 
policy, which was not to divide power, and not to piaoa 
generals under politicob : he however did not dismiss bijs 
because of Lieut. Homersly, but for having in hJs pKUk 
capacity made statementg to the Khan of Kktlat i ~ 
were inconsistent teitb truth, 

"Journal, October 20 th. — Letters from LordEUenbonq 
Peace with China. A private letter says peace came ii 
had the Chiueee resisted a month longer uU tli9 \ 
would have been in hospital. Lord E. orders ftdonbla^ 
salute ; he makes the most of every success and ia rightv 
half the world it is said don't know what tlie other halT 
suffers, and I add, that two-thirds of the world believe anf 
nonsense the other tliird tells them ! His lordship approve^M 
of my letter to tlie Ameers ; and by the same post th^* 
ageiil at Hydrttbad writes, that the said Ameers have criedM 
peccavi. It is well for them, my orders being to apply^ 
force at my discretion. I am also ordered to make u fresl^ 
treaty : this is what I wanted, and my hope is Lord E. — 
will a^Tce to my demands on these chaps. If he does i 
-will moke a rich oud liappy people yet: that is, perfea 
freedom of commerce shall ho secured ou the Indus aad. 
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'nmnion-buntiDg merchants aud niunufactiirers will do ilit; 
rest ! Tills poor Scindian people will then be belter off'; 
and in lime Suikur and Kurrachee will be large towns, 
instead of miserable mud villages nitli a population of rob- 
bers, all filth iind poverty and misery, 

" Oelober Slst. — In a rage. The poor wounded Boldiera 
&om Hykulzie, coming with England's second column, were 
thrown down like dogs ; neither tlie staff officer nor their 
own officers took any care about them. Those gentlemen 
havp had a bit of my mind, and not oil yet. I have made 
those poor fellows as comfortable as their severe wounds will 
permit. 

" 22nd, — The negligence of officers about their men is 
rnlolerable, and two Queen's and one Company's officer 
have had my sentiments, aud another shall: the set are bad, 
«nd badly will I treat them. There are however some mag- 
nificent young chaps, fit for anything. 

" October 23rd. — Made acquaintance with young Cham- 
berlayne of the irregular horse, one of the finest young uitn 
to be seen ; witli work to do it would be easy to pick out ik 
gallant set of youDgsters. This lad's brother is the Lieut. 
Chambc^rlayne who was with Black Charles at Acre ; another 
Ijrolher, in the irregular horse is coming down the pass. He 
is the man who dashed singly among the Afi'ghans near 
Candnhar. cut three down aud canio clear oflT though his 
Bwnrd wan broken. He has lost the use of one hand from 
■n AfiTghan cut, but he smote a fellow's arm so clean ofi" that 
aftrr the fight it was found with tho sword still grasped ! Of 
fias fact there is no doubt. Young Chamberlayne saw the 
arm picked up, holding the sword, and all his men here saw 
it nJso ; so did another officer, and they could hardly fabri- 
cate such a story. Chamberlayne himself says, he supposes 
he did, as he cat a man with all his force across the ann, 
bat four being upon liim at the time be can only say he cut 
is all directions. 

A letter from General England says the thieves are still 
L 3 
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close to his rear -guard : I met bis second colamn ia maich, 
and saw how contemptible the thieves must be. With a 
single troop of Hussars opposed to this second colamn I 
would have destroyed or taken the whole convoy ; a string 
of camels for miles and miles, with guards dotted here 
and there like moving milestones ! Had England beea 
regularly attacked nothing could have saved him : he i» 
not an officer and can never get over Hykulzie. It is sail 
Pollock and Nott are like cat and dog. Nott has takeik. 
Ghusnee ; the fools met him outside ! he had a picked force^ 
with two fine European regiments and twenty-four well 
appointed pieces of cannon ; they had 12,000 men, he ha 
8000, and also 2000 cavab7. Beat them! yes, he cod 
not help doing so ! The Affghans are certainly cowardly, tb 
Cabool tragedy must have been Elphinstone's own doings - 
McNaughten indeed! Why did he not put him in th 
quarter guard with a sentry over him ! 

•* October 24th to 80th.— If I have not been worked n 
matter. Lord EUenborough first sent for my views on o 
position in Scinde. Why ! I had hardly been in Scinde 
However, by labour, my letter of the 1 7th, finished on tb 
27th, went, and rest was really required after reading qnire-- 
of written papers. Holy Paul ! what hammering at thing- 
called letters ! Hieroglyphics that would puzzle the priests 
of Isis and Osiris ! Well, my letter had just gone whei 
down comes Lord Ellenborough's order to abolish, at oil 
slap, the whole of the political agency ! one hundred an 
fifty people in this house alone turned off without wamio ? 
or thanks ! And Outram, who has worked like a horse, ao ^ 
to whom in my belief the safety of England's corps is du( 
at the head of them ! While Clerk "—now Sir George Cler 
— " in the north, who has done no more than Outram, 
made envoy at Lahore with enormous pay and the title 
excellency. This is very hard on Major Outram, and mak< 
me feel disgust when so able a man is so treated, to 
nothing of all the others. Well, it is no fault of mine, bi:^^ 
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ikfafts no oonfidence in amAit ivho acts tbus: in the jirii]- 
e be ie right, a political offico is not wanted, but hu luig'ht 
teaat hove ihnnked tliem for their Hervices." 
Clint Lord Elleuborough was right about Mnjor Outrnui 
has boen already said; aod Chftrlea Napier's opinion, when 
be had asctirtaioed facts at a later period, was most etophii- 
lioally expressed in tlte following sentence written across the 
above passages. — " How Outram humbugged me ! But huw 
could I beiiere that all he was telling me was false ! utterly 

HWith the breaking up of the Lord Auckland's poiiticnl 
Hh in Suinde this portion of Sir Charles Napier's life must 
^bninate. He bad now mastered his military and political 
pnsition : bad well judged the character of the Ameers, iiad 
liilliomed their designs, and cleared the interpretation of the 
Auokinnd treaty of alliance. He had yet to expose and 
charge ihem with past violations of thai treaty, and with 
hostile sobemos to subvert the British power, acting in ihis 
under the direct orders of the govern or- general, which could 
not be disobeyed though pregnant with terrible consequences, 
u shall be shewn in the next Period. 
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Lord Ellenborocgh s iustructionB to Sir C. NapierJ 

thus. 

" Should any Ameer, or chief, with whom we have « b 
of allioBce and friendship, have evinced hostile designa aj 
us during the late events, which may hnve induced thei 
donlit the continuance of our power, it is the present iqd 
tion of the governor- general to inflict upon the treach« 
Bucb ally and friend, so signal a punishment as shall ei 
iilly deter others from similar conduct ; hut the govt 
general would not proceed in Uiis course without the 
complete and convincing evidence of guilt in the person ac- 
cused. The governor- general relies entirely on your sense 
of justice, nnd is convinced that whatwver reports you tmj 
make upon the subject, after full investigation, will he siwli 
as he may safely act upon." 

Proofs of dehnquency were thus thrown entirely upon \iie 
general, and after diligent investigation he tranamilted * 
"Return of Complaints" against Uie Ameers, who were 
charged with tlie following acts of had faith and liostilitj. 

Roostum Klian, Eais of Kyrpoor, bad, contrary to treaty. 
jield secret intercourse with foreign states; notably by lettrt 
with the Maharajah of Lahore. He had designs hostile » 
the British, and hud maltreiited British servants. He baH 
<ibstrucied commerce and navigation on the Indus ; im' 
prisoned British subjects, and through the agency of his 
vizier, Futteh Mohamed Ghoree, had aided Mohamed ShuT- 
reef, a pubUc enemy, to escape. Against Nusseet Khan, B«» 
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of Hydrnbad, was charged 1". Tlio Hsaembling of troops to 
assnil Moliamed of Meerpoor ou a boundary dispute, wiiich 
bad been referred to Britisii arbitration. W. Perfidy towards 
tbe poliiioal agent, and repeated wilful violation of ibe 
eleventh article of ibe treaty. 3". Delaying the transfer of 
Shikarpoor to llie British when he heard of their Afi'ghan 
diaa&tera. 4°, Secretly coining base mouey to defraud tlie 
Briiiah in paying tribute; exacting illegal tolls; obstructing 
Davigution and commerce, and opposing a free supply for 
ih* bazaar at Kurrachee. 5". Preventing his subjects from 
trading in the British oantonments. 0". Neglect of tribute, 
and by letter exciting Beebruck, chief of the Booghtees, to 
tittack the British troops, who he said were retreating worsted 
from Afr^'haoistan. These offences had continued from early 
in 1841 to Sepiember I«42 ; and at the moment of Sir C. 
Napier's arriviil at Sukkur, Nusseerand Boostum had con- 
timoted a secret alliance, uSensive and defensive, against the 
English : they strove also to draw AH Moorad to their side, 
collected troops, and issued insLructions to their feudatory 
clu«fs to be ready for the field. 

With this " Return of Complaints " went a report, the 
flnt of a series of state papers from Charles Napier, thus cha- 
rvcterized by the late Sir Robert Peel. "Not I only, but all 
those of the government who have read his letters and dis- 
gratchtts from Scinde are immen&ely struck by their masterly 
ulearoesa of mind and vigour of expression ; and feel with 
rae that he is as great with his pen as he has long since 
pdiviHl himself with his sword, I have no hesitation in 
phwing them in comparison with the Gurwood dispatches, 
tn with the best things of the kind which have ever been 
written. " 

" Report, October 17th.— It is not for me to note how 
W9 came to occupy Scinde, but to consider the subject as 
it flUods. VVe are hero hy right of treaties entered iut« by 
Uw Ameers, and therefore stand on the same footing as 
elves ; fur rights held under treaty ore as sacred as the 
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right wliicli sanctions thai Ireaiy- There does noi i 
any public protest registered ^ninst the Uvftiiea 1 
Ameers, iliey nre therefore to be considered us free e 
siona of the will of tlie contracting parties. 

"TheEnghsb occupy Shikarpoor, Bultkur and Kiirrachff, 
Ijy ireftUes which, if rigirlly adhered to by tbe Arnetirs. wmild 
render those princes more rich and powerful and their auti- 
jects more happy than they now are If stioklei-s for abatiwt 
right maintain, as no doubt they will, that to previmt i 
man from doing mieoliief ie to enslave him. it may be cilltii 
hard to enforce a rigid observance of these treaties. Bui 
their evident object is to favour our Indinn iateresu, by 
abolishing barbarism and ameliornting the condiliOD of 
society; by obliging the Ameers to do, io ooinphaace wiili 
(hose treaties, that which honourable civilized rulers would 
do of their own accord. It ia necessary to k«¥p tliisin 
view, because, though the desire to do good would not s«n.- 
lion breach of treaty, it does sanction the exacting a ri^J 
adherence to treaty fnim the Ameers ; the more so, that tiM 
infractions evince their barbarism, their total want of feelioi! 
for their subjects, and their own unfitness to govern : tbo* 
things must be kept in mind, or what I am about to say vill 
Appear unjust, which is not the case. 

" By treaiy, the time for which we may occupy our present 
camps is unlimited ; but there is such hostility to us on the 
part of the Ameers, such a hatred of the treaties and siwli 
resolution to break thera in every way ; there is also among 
their people, Scindees and Hindoos, not Beloochrcs, sucli 
a growing attachment to British rule that the (juesiiou aitei- 
whether we shall abandon the interests of humanity and "i 
the British government, which in this case are one, sud*' 
once quit Scinde, or take advantage of existing ireati**" 
maintain our oninps pennanently ? But if we evocnnta ll" 
country, future events will inevitably bring as back to th* 
Indus. If we remain, our camps will quickly grow ioW 
towns, and the people within them will carry on « ti 
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trade along the lodus, to the exdaaion of itie Anieei's* 
people without. Among the lalter, misery and povprty will 
Aec sojourn, for the exiiciions oF the Ameers wil] in ii greni- 

inre destroy both commerce and agrioiiUitre among their 

ite. 

This produces another queaiioo. Can such things long 
ooDlinue? A government haied by iis suhjeuls, despotic, 
liostile alike to the interests of England and of im own 
people; a Envcmmeni of low intrigue, and so consiitiiieii 
tliBt it must fall to pieces in a few years by the vices of it« 
lion — will not sudi a government mniutwin an in- 
peity hostility against us? Will it not incessantly 
breaches of treaties, tiiose treaties by which alone 
we have a right to remain and must therefore rigidly np- 
liold ? I conceive such political relntion cannot last, the 
more powerful government will, nt no distant period, swal- 
low up tliB weaker: would it not then be better to come to 
that result at once ? I think it would be better, if it can 
be done with honesty. Let me then consider how we might 
go to work on a matter so critical, and whether the faels to 
1 have called ynur aiteution will bear me out in what 



^Several Ameers have broken treaty in the various in- 
ices staled in the accompanying ' Return of Comphiiuis. 
I have maiDtained that we want only a fair pretext to coerce 
the Ataeera. and I think the various ucls recorded give abun- 
1 to take Knrrachee, Sukkui', Bukkur. Shikarpoor 
t Snbzulcote for our own ; and for obliging the Ameers 
Mva a trackway along both banks of the Indus, stipu- 
b){ for n supply of wood : at the same lime remitting all 
1 nnd arrears of tribute in favour of those Ameers 
> cunduct has been connect. Finally to enter into a 
S treaty with one of those princes as chief" — each Ameer 
mded lo separate independence and treaties. " I cannot 
[ BOoh a procedure would be dishonourable or harsh : 
I Bore it would be humane. The refraclorv Ameers 
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brefik the treaty to grntify their nvarice, and we punish "t 
breacli. I perceive no injustice. 

" If it he detenu JDed to keep Sukkur and Buklcur, I think 
it would not be politic to give up Shiknrpoor," — Here follow 
the mihtory reasons given in a former letter for keeping Shi- 
karpoor. " In a commercial view Shikarpoor is of great im- 
portance, it offers a depot for goods from the northern and 
western conntries, with which it has long Imd channels of 
intelligence. Adverse circumstances may for a wbile iniCT- 
nipt this, but under a protecting government they would 
soon he re-opened. Shikarpoor goods wonlil then be seoi 
to Sukkur, there to be shipped on the Indus, and would aim 
pass by land thmugb Larkaana to Eurmchee. These bwn 
formerly been the lines of trade, they are naturally and gw 
gropbically so, and will therefore quickly revive. But if 
Shikarpiior be left to the mercy of the freebooicrs commerc* 
cannot thrive ; nor, without Shikarpoor bo strongly ^uanfsd. 
con it pass through the jungle to Sukkur. towns untureltT 
supporting each other in commerce. 

" In a polJlical view Shikarpoor has the advantage of heiBg 
chiefly inhabited by a Hindoo population tolerated for agW 
by the Mussulmans, and consequently forming a pacific linl 
between us and the nations north and west. Through Shi- 
karpoor tliese Hindoos will gradually direct t!ie romm«rei^ 
stream, and be the means of social intercourse between Hi* 
Maliomedans and ourselves, in time uniting tliose who will 
not suddenly amalgamate. Shikarpoor contains many ri^ 
banking houses, sure evidence of its being a ceutral point O* 
communication between surrounding countries, and conao" 
quently one where the British government could team wh^*-'' 
was going on in Asia : the money market is generally 6m ^ 
best barometer. The robber tribes have kept down ih^S" 
town, despite of its natural and acquired advuitagns; i-^ 
fiact the robber is everj'where the muster, therefore all a 
is barbarous, and barbarous must condnae to be until { 
lization gradually abolishes those lawless people. SU 
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Ktf ia precisely one of those grand positions wbich ouglit 
be seizfd in lliat view. I have therefore directed iliijor- 
uneraJ England not to evacnate that town till further 
Btrnctions are received from the govern or -general. 
"I Lave drawn up tliia memoir eudrely on my own con- 
lenttion of the aubjeot, but since Major Outram'a arrival, 
iigIi was Just as the last paragraph was finished, be baa 
Ten me every possible assistance. He concurs in all I 
ive siiid, but has added to my knowledge, and in justice to 
e Ameers I must, with this increase of knowledge, en- 
Tga on what has been stated. The Ameera say ihey did 
It ocderstand Article xi. to prohibit the tolls on their own 
bjects. They urge in proof of this, that they resisted tlie 
HUy because of other articles less import-ant, never ohject- 
g to xi. becaose they relied on Article v. This may he, 
itl I would willingly, if possible, suppose tbey really did 
neeive tlie treaty gave them tolls on their own subjects : 
It they have attempted to levy on the boats of Bhawulpoor, 
lich the treaty assuredly does not give a right to do ; and 
ey have fired into ibe bouts of Bhawalpoor merchants. 
M treaty could not have been misconstrued on these points, 
d Uwrefore I do not believe tliey misconstrued Article xi.. 
It broke it purposely. The treaty bos also been hrukeu by 
Huoaable correspondence and vexatious acts, as set forth 
Uio Complaiuta. 

" Now, what punishment do I propoee for their miscon- 
dt? Injury to their families? No! Injury to their sub- 
;ta7 No! What then ? The reduoLJou of their territory 
four places; two of which, Sukkui and Bukkur, ore 
nen Hpota, yielding no revenue; the other two, Kurra- 
K and Shikorpoor, towns nearly ruined by their tyranny ; 
d for one of which, Sliikarpoor, we have negotiations pend- 
f. To obtain these places in seignorago it is proposed to 
ait all tribute in arrears, and for the future withdraw our 
eidcnt from Hydrabud; the iimehoration of the impo- 
1 state of their subjects will thus in time add to ibo 
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power and wealth of the Ameers themselves by opening tin' 
commerce of the river. To their selfish feelings, iheir stii- 
rice and Iuvg of hunting, ought eucb great general intercsu 
to be sacrificed ? I think not. 

" The real interests of the Ameers demand that thrir 
puerile pursuits, and hhud avaricious proceedings sbonlJ 
be subjected to wholesome control, wliich their brenoliea of 
treaty and our power give us at this moment a lawful nchr 
to exercise, and the means of penceably euForciDg. If auv 
civilized man were asked this question — Were you ruler n I 
Scinde what would yoo do '' hia answer would be, Aboliiii 
tolls on the river, make Kiirracbee a free port, prot«t 
Shikarpoor from robbers, make Siikkur a mart for iradewi 
the Indus, make a trackway along the banks, get steam' 
boats. Yet all this is what ilie Ameers dread. They hure 
broken treaties, have given a pretext " — this word is nseJ 
throughout in the sense of honest rigour — "and my full con- 
viction is, perhaps erroneously, that what I propose is just 
and humano, I will go further and say, as Nus^eer KJud 
lius openly broken treaty, tho governor- general may jusliy 
seize the district of Subzulcote, and give it to the Khnn of 
Bliawaipoor as I have understood there was some inienunn 
«f doing, 

" The second point Major Outram has drawn my Bliention 
to is a very strong one. He tells mo the tribes on the liter, 
above that part possessed by the Ameors, do levy tolls, ifi 
that there is no treaty or public document fiiribcomioR. i" 
virtue of which we can call upon the Ameere, even of Uppff 
Scinde, not to levy tolls on their own subjects, It is evideo' 
therefore, that to call upon the Ameers of Hydrabfid not i" 
levy tJills, and to allow the tribes above to do so would '"' 
unjust ; that is to say it would be unjust to allow the otlien 
to levy tolls, hut not unjust to prevent the Ameera. T^" 
answer to the argument lial tolls are levied on the Northfl" 
Indus is this. We have with great trouble secured to yo"' 
boats a free passagi.' on the river throogh Suiude, we a" 
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lolvcd to open commerce on that great highway of nalioiia, 
yon who recftive henefit tlierebv must join in thia 
) lending to the good of all, ami the loss of none. 
Wherefore to excuse the Ameers upon the ground that others 
are not coerced ia answered by coercing those otliers. 

" Having thus given the best view I can tnke of this in- 
»te subject, I shall accompany it with various documents, 
kong ^em one giving a kind of return, if it may so be 
illed, of accusations against the Ameers, upon which I have 
rend every paper and founded my opinion of their conduct. 
By referring lo this return it will be seen whether I have 
justly estimated the complaints made against them by the 
political agent — documents verifying each transaction being 
appended. I have got meanwhile a memorandum of tho 
siniu in which the negotiation for the purchase of Sbikarpoor 
nuniuns; it has been in abeyance since last year, li appears, 
that, added to the advantages for Sukknr, attending the 
holding of Sliikarpoor, the district would, with the aid of 
Kurracliee, cover the expence of guarding our newlyac- 
qnired towns on the Indus. Should it be deemed proper to 
ike the proposed arrangements, so as to punish the Ameers 
have broken treaty, the details can be easily made." 
!Vith this memoir went tables shewing that the tribute to 
pTemitted overbalanced the value uf the towns taken by 
100 rupees yearly : this was given for tlie right of cutting 
1 for the steamers, the fuel to be paid for besides. 
'hifl memoir was found so forcible, that Lord Ellenbo- 
Igh, who had originally iramcd a new tn-aty for the 
1 on a very extended state view of the general in- 
ssts of India, now sent Sir C. Napier another treaty, de- 
oif^rd lo jiiinish the Ameers for their Iransgresnions as 
cburgml in the " Return of Complaints." But he required 

Pmost signal proof of Nusseer Khan's having invited 
brack Bhoogteo to arm against the British ; and also of 
atDin Khan's letter to the Maharajah. 
Journal. Novemb!!'. — Ordered to frame a new tivnty and 
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the whole power, pntronage, and reformation of the political 
agency is thrown into my hands, i.e. to fabricate my tools 
just as a job of do easy execution is to be done! Thin 
enough I am at present, but thinner must be with dl this 
work. The Ameers are sure to be obstreperous on this 
new treaty, therefore I look out three ihonsond men as a 
hint, and trotted tliem over the hills to make a shew. Some 
Beloochee chiefs were there, and, aocording to my inteDt, 
will give the Ameers an exaggerated account of our foroR 
Two thousand are to march northwards soon, but iiU Geneml 
England's column will then have arrived, and a strong 
cavair)' regiment is coming from Bhawalpoor: I can there- 
fore guard all ray points, and meet the Ameors with 2000 
men. This will do, as they cannot oppose me with more 
tlian 40,000, ill-paid and iil-trained, and it may be saiii 
without artillery. The odds are indeed considerable, and it 
will not do to be too confident, but rapid movemonls and 
holdness will do the work." — He did not tlien know the Bo- 
loochees, or their terrible power in fight. 

" Just as I am writing, tliero comes from spies as exact 
copy of a compact between the courts of Hydrabad and 
Kyrpoor; it is written in their Korans and exchanged, which 
is their most solemn mode of alliance. They say they wiE 
fight 1 J' en doute. However it must be some time first, 
because I shall make no move till I hear from Lord EIlsD- 
borough in reply to this news, Navertholess I will secretlr 
enquire about boats to float a force, and then if tliey fights 
tlie devil will be among the tailors before tbey expect htm ! 

"November 5th. — The Ameers in a ftigbt. Conscion^^ 
of wrong-doing they expect punishment, and the cavalrj^B 
coming down the river, with the concentration of England'^^ 
forces fi-om the passes, naturally alarms them, yel the;^E 
think tbemaelvea strong enough to fight. My spies tell m^^ 
their quarrels are made up, and Ali Moorad, who fough -^ 
Roostum and Nusseer a montli ago, is now in good fellowahif^ -" 
with Boostum. All their women atu sent far into the d 
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teh looks like fighting. Clibborn tliiDka they will fight. 
Outram lliinka not. However I care little for opinions ; 
my design ia to negotiate penceubly yet prepare for fight- 
ing. 8ome fine fighting, as Sultan Baber calls it. Funny 
fellow ! 

"prom intcUi genes of what passed in the first secret 
dhurbar, it appears that a fellow told them my soldiers were 
lUl in hospiuil with cholera and dysentery ; it was then I had 
the review, ond run the columns over the hills, and now my 
gun-boats shall be exercised on the river. If I wanted to 
give the Ameers a thrasliing my atrengiL should be con- 
cealed until lliey were in a hag, and so far as they aro 
personally concerned there would be no objection ; but if 
He come to knocks we shall tumble over a lot of their 
poor dependents, and my auibitiou is not for a butcher's 
hill. The fear of creating such bloody work is always in 
my mind : my wish is to save them and I am likely to suc- 
coed, being ao bent on it; but if we come to blows ihcy 
cannot be saved. If once we draw out in battle array war 
must have its course, and a horrid course it is, though in 
these oountries they think it all right and natural ! Poor 
people ! The Ameers' women have been sent uut of the wuy 
o{ danger I hear, which gladdens me ; but I must have the 
poorolassof women and children out of mischief also, These 
the Ameers would slaughter by dozens rather than lose a day's 
bunting in their new forest ; our old-new forest was not near 
ao extcu^vc as their hunting shikargahs, which are said tu 

PI Dearly one-fuurtb of the whole land ! 
KovembcrOth. — The Ameers are cunning. They are en- 
ing the whole of the wooded bonks of the river as hunting 
fe-roundfl, meaning thus to deprive us of wood for our steam- 
,. for tltese shikargalis are by treaty to be respected. In 
■ Li]^ wbeeJ I will put a spoke that shall slop its i-olliug. Our 
vvuod is nearly out, and when quite out tliis question shall he 
^at — which do your highnesses prefer, my huniing youc 
ihwood or burning Hydrabad ? one of the two must b« 
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done ! Tliey mny Rtiawet as they please, I will do ns I 
for ihe luatier is not one to be trifled with. We bftff 
treaty, no pravJsion givingr the riglit to cut wood, ynj 
depend on it for everything: waa ever such stupid i 
The Ameers having hit this blot, are going to above n 
the waJi, hut when safety is at stake might is right. 

" 7ih.— On the 4th we gave a dinner to Mnjor Oatra 
was in the chair and doubtless shall he censured, because hs 
is in bad odour with Lord Ellenboroiigh ; JI'Lord E. i 
a bad fellow as to take umbrage, let biin, but I do not ij 
60 ill of him. he is a good fellow. 

" November 8th. — We have just heard that General^ 
lock has blown up, not the fortified Bnllnr His?nr but 
beautiful Bazaar built by Aurengzebo ! As Lord Ellen- 
borough makes no remarks upon this, in publishing the dis- 
patch, my hope is that he condemns such Vandalism. 

" November Ifith. — On the I2th got a letter from I, 
with the draft of another new treaty. He says— If j 
satisfied that Nusseer Khan of Hydrabad wrote the treaso^^ 
able letter to Beebruok Bhooghtee, then proceed to inflict tho 
peualty by force — or to that cflocl. But when human blood 
is to be shed it is no light matter, and so with 
Brown's good help I have, with pains, got full proof of ij 
seer Khan's treason : this shall go to Lord Elleuboi 
for I will take nothing on myself except in cases wher 
is important, and it is not so here. The Ameers have inde-nl 
collected in various places about 80,000 men, who will not 
however stay long from their homes without money, ud 
their masters are avaricious, hke the Oreeks. All Pnt-hn, aud 
all other barbarians. I am glad to procrastinate lor t)M^= 
saving of lives, and shall seek to avoid a flght thon^ 
thrush them will be easy and to my worldly advantage l« 
God preserve me from seeking that at the expence of bra 
Lord E, must not lay uimecessary responsibility on n 
is tlie proper man to decide, when proof as to the treasonabtt^ 
letters ore sent to him ; and as there are now two other gn 
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s of treaty to bo added, he lias tlie right and tlie power 
npel ibe Ameers to fiovera na ibey oiighL No blama 
a for wishing to drive us out of Sciode, but we have 
i^bt to insist on our treaty ; we deoire not to detlirone 
lem, but to streDgihen their thrones by enforeing jast 
ovemment. 
'■ Lord E.'s answer will be here about the 1st of Decern- 
et, ibe new treaty sliall then he proposed, and if refused I 
Dweh 111 take trom HooBtum Khan of Kyrpoor and Nusscer 
't Hydrabod, certain tracts for whioli tribute will be remit- 
M to the value of the land. Will tliey submit ':' I will 
mirch on the capital if they don't. I will go by land 
Jiou^b, I will not descend the river; there are not boms 
vosgh, Uiey would be heavily laden and often get on shore, 
be hdped out of their troubles by a matchlock and gin^al 
ire from the bauks. No boating tlierefore for me, I will 
roM 10 Horee with 5000 men, march down the river road 
nd rwaoh Hydrnbad compact, horse foot and artillery, 
ikiitg Kyrpoor in my way, and perhaps some of their 
isiles, and tlien lay hold of Omeroote in the desert which 
iB give me a half- way house between Hydrabad and Beesa. 
rbey will try to treat, but I will take their countr)- and 
Dike the Indus the frontier from Mittenkote, Lord E. 
uy settle affairs his own way north, but if I fire a shot I 
»ill go the whole hog to the sea-shore. Ameers be pra- 
ifht, or Mene, mene, tckel, upharsin. 
" An officer here to-day from Deera Gazee Khan. He 
- the tyramiy is horrid I Bawan Mull of Mooltan is a 
iin. His troops are numerous and well drilled and 
! for their master dreadfully, while on the west the 
rifaea oome down to rob the people of their grnin : 
■ the poor creatures could get a word with Lieutenant 
s. Oh! sir when will the sahebs come to inve 
wi have sent four officers to Mooltau to spy the naked- 
tbe land; that is to examine roads, for I hear 
I MuU is fortifying Mooltan and is very inimiual to 
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the British : it may be necessary to give liitn chum, which 
lis bos not yi!t bad. To upset such a chap would be good. 
Oatiam provokes roe, he pities those rascals, who are sHoh 
alTocious tyranis that it is vinuous to roll them over bke 
nineptns. All I nont is not to be compelled to bUt tfaor 
poor slaves : howe^-e^ the soldiers of the Ameers are idl Be- 
loochees, i. e, robbers and murderers. 

" M'Nanght^n's att£mpt to catch Acbar has done maoh 
mifiobief. Boostum Khan vanled to meet me on the Uih. 
I agreed, but he did not come to the ^rden appoioied, ray 
bead-quarters being ou t'other side of the Indus. Ho pro- 
posed another day at a place six miles down tbu rivur, bW 
not liking this cavalier way, I said No! I will not be ifr 
salted. I am told he bad assembled 0000 troops in Hm 
garden, and set his son half way to watch what troops I UxJ; 
to the meeting : this was sheer fright, a report being spred 
that my design was to seize lum. I hnve told him be 
did me great injustice, that I was no tniitor and moreover 
could, if it pleased me, pull bim nut of KiTjioor in the few 
of day. On this message he broke up his camp atul re- 
turned to his castle I I should have looked foobsli had I 
gone alone, or with a few ofBcers into a body of Betw- 
cbees, and though the 6000 reported were most likely wJj 
800, they were enough. There was probably little danfp 
here, but all this comes of M'Naugbten's conduct My 
position is difficult, If I thrash these chaps and lake ibaii 
land abuse will follow ; if I let tbem get the belter in K»t* 
ing, it will be abandoning tbo only opportunity their poot 
subjects have of obtaining a little rehef from grinditig of 
pression. My mind is however made up : if they fire s shot 
Scinde shall be annexed to India, 

" To get this large cantonment into order is dtfiicnlt: ll* 
military have been all at sixes and sevens, luid it reqnin* 
vigour to pull the jokers up, but it shall be done. It !•' 
very fine force, fine officers, fine men ; but they haro ^^ 
no Commander, the oamp is full of Suggestors, who — "- 



Ort Yetr.] EPOCH XUI. PERIOD ni.~SCIKDE. 241 

make a mob of the force in a week : all this is very dis- 
agreeable, but a wild set must be held tight where there 
na 80 many. This system of suggesting infects all In^ 
dMDs* A letter firom Mr. Maddocks to-day, about Outram, 
lays in substance, I thought you would have suggested to 
tte goTemor-general that his mention of Outram in public 
orders was insufficient. Thus everybody suggests to supe- 
aocB, all proposals come firom below and command seems a 
locd not understood 1 Lord Auckland was dictated to by 
Ub clerks : ergo CabooL Lord £llenborough I see is de- 
tannined to teach them 'the differ.' What! I, a major-^ 
gneral, to tell the governor-general he had not sufficiently 
praised an officer whom I had hardly seen, whose service had 
fiot been under me, and whose merits and demerits Lord 
Ellenborough knew, or had a right to know better than I. 
Was ever such a thing heard of! My fiiend Outram has 
keen spoiled in this way." 

Upon these passages the following cross-note was written 
ia after times with a full knowledge of the man and die facts. 
^^'All this praise of Outram is delightful ! How I was 
bambugged ! So has many a better man been before me, 
lad will be after me : this it is to take a man's opinion of 
Inmself. But others did the same, and led me astray. Poor 

Colonel Mc did not. At Poonah he took me aside 

tad said — * General you will in Scinde meet Major Outram, 
kt me warn you against him : he has humbugged every one 
bat myself and Lord Keane.' 

"November 19tb. — ^The Ameers threaten, and it was pro- 
posed in their dhurbar to cut the throats of all their wives 
to shew me they were in earnest ! A court where such a 
proposition could be discussed, or made, is unfit to be left 
loose: if they do such acts of barbarism they must be 
tieated with the like. I am to meet Ali Moorad, the most 
nrlike of the Talpoor race, lit daylight, on hid side of the 
liver. I suppose he will play no tricks. 
. ** November 22nd. — Five letters firom Lord £. all dated the 

VOL. u. M 
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liih, with work enough for a month in each: one a t«t 
kind private note, insisting on ray pasE<iQg the hot ^ason at 
Kmrachee as iii;r henlth is so important to him nud to th« 
public eervice. Glad he thinks so, and he gives me tiia 
proof of sincerity, that he is going to ask the duke to pm 
me on the Bengal staff in place of Sir Robert Dick, whose 
time will end in a year, hut in a much higher command than 
Dick'B ; that is, of all the north-western frontier, which Lord 
Eilenborough now holds himself and considers the most 
important in India : it is bo, and Scinde is the next. Eu 
seems to think 1 shall put all these provinces right in ei^t 
months, and so do I, hut it may require a battle first. He 
thinks so too, and offers me more troops, but I have enough : 
the question must however be settled early in Decembn or 
the heat will be upon us. Then, for seven months, no Euro- 
pean or even native soldier can shew his nose on par«d« 
without being struck dorni by tlie sun, for Uie mercmy 
ranges from 107° to 130" in the shade ! In the war lao 
ofEcers and ten men tried to reach Sbikarpoor, and on tlw 
first ten miles nine men nnd one officer lay dead ! Going W 
Bengal, to Agra and Delhi, will be pleasant, and I may JBt 
be the person who takes Scinde and the I'unjaub, and extends 
the bounds of India to the Indus: it will be curious if Has 
happens." — It would have happened had Lord Uardingo un- 
derstood war better, and not forced himself to patch up » 
hollow truce, which gave England soma disgrace and Cash- 
mere to the monster Goolab Sing. 

"November 23rd.— Ali Moorad to-day. I will take no 
guard nor shew any mifitrust, he dare not attempt violCT* 
and my wish is to teach him tliat Meer Roostnm did me io- 
justice. It is right to try for the restoration of con6deD« 
in our honour, and not a soldier shall go with me :— dnw 
officers only. I apprehend no danger, hut if anylhin? 
happens my course will have been right for llie honour of 
England, and no Cabool stain will rest on my memory. 

■' Ali Moorad received me with every honour, sending hi* 
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little fat-boy son lo meet me. Tnlting him into my boat we 
crossrd the river, landed under a salute of fifty-one guns, 
Kitd tlien passed through two ranks, one of cavalry one of 
infuutry, lo his tent, wbere tie met me. We embraced, sat 
dcnn in full dhurbar, and ns usual he offered me money, 
which I hnve not the least doubt everybody thinks I take. 
Id a retired apnrtment of his tent we had a talk. He asked 
me to promise him the puggree. My answer was. Your 
bigliaess is brother of Roostum Khan, who now wears 
ibe tiirbiio, while he lives you cannot bold tlie chieftaincy; 
but yon rire by law his heir to the pitggree, and as the treaty 
binds ns lo support each Ameer in his rights you shall be 
supported in yours. He looked delighted, find said to 
Brown, who interpreted, 'I am glad. If the general would 
not help me I am quite strong enough to take it by force, 
but I want my friends the English to be on my side. Now, 
there is another thing. My brother Roostum is intriguing 
lo set up his son, as wearer of the puggree during his own 

Ki : will the general perrai t that ? ' No. Your right shall 
■Dpportcd ftgainst bim.bnt remember this ; the goveroor- 
tenl supports you because it is your right, and because 
yiKi have been always faithful; if you niter your conduct 
\k will not support you : he rewards friends he punishes ene- 
miea. llierefore my promise is only conditional. He replied, 
I^Ufl. that is just,' and we parted as allies. 
^HwWbo gets this puggree turban is to me moonshine, 
^^Mpsnse they really have no fixed rule; hitherto it has gone 
tbruugti Ihe brother, and then to the eldest son's son, who 
dot* not inherit till his uncles are all out of the way : 
ihcu indeed the young chiips shout 'Glory be to God!' 
Mow, well I know that if the turban comes to AH Moorad, 
M it will, if Roostum dies while my command esiats, he will 
directly iisk me to guarantee it to his son, which I will not 
do D3 Roostum "a son will be heir, But my strong suspicion 
in that Roostum will force me to deprive himself of the 
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black Napoleon, ahall hsve the turban : he is a determined 
little devil. 

" Though careleea of who bas tbe tnrbtin, it has been use- 
ful to enter into this case, as three good things are tbcrebj 
effected ; all of which came into my bead while we talked, 
for I had gone resolved to shirk answering any qucsijonB. 
1". It bas detached Ali Moornd from the league against ni, 
and he is the moat powerful Ameer ; therefore less chance of 
bloodshed, a". Making him chief will in due time forte 
others to acknowledge his supremacy and sole right to 
negotiate, which will reduce our complicated voluminDnt 
negotiations to a trifle. 3°. Tbe other Ameers will ties 
sink into rich noblemen instead of independent sovereigiiE 
Sukkur, Bukkur and Roree, which last I am ordered it 
seize, will then quickly rise to one gn^at city, to be calW 
' Victoria on the Indus.' It will be well governed, and so 
free tltat tbe turbaned Ameer will be overlaid by the com- 
mercial city. Thus the Scindian banks of the Indus will 
fall peaceably into our hands, unless we are idiots; bni 
against the machinations of idiots a policy of cast-iroa could 
not stand I 

" November 24tli, Shikarpoor. — Rode here on a camel; 
the motion is not fatigning to me. The city is 29 mi!** 
from Sukkur; tbe land is all flat, not an inch rise dd 
either side as far ns tlie eye reaches; tbe soil is rich and 
nearly all inundated yearly by the Indus, wherefore overi- 
thing planted would spring up like magic, yet all ia wastf- 
the robber rules ! With God's help, ere I am six nioBlh« 
older be shall have a wipe, as a beginning for a new era in 
Soinde. I am gathering up my reins, my feet are in ih" 
Stirrups, my hand is on my sword, and if 1 do not put tlic«e 
chaps to rights with yigour, and without rigour, great is my 
mistake. It will be Lord Ellenborongh's fault, not miiw; 
but I think he will support any blow struck by me to &e* 
these poor people : they live in a larder and yet starve ! Tbe 
robber is master ! Tbe ride was 30 miles and it require 80 
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S to reach the bordering desert, and everywhere it is a 
pUin of mnnure, with plenty of nuod though, and wild 
boars, game of all kinds, abundance of excellent water, 
BTerything but justioe, none of that, but murder robbery 
and all st^irts of gaieties instead. The Ameera rob by taxes ; 
the hill tribes by matchlocks ; the cultivators can only earn 
Uieir living close around their villages, where a shout collects 
them all in a minute for defence, within a square mud fort 
wiih towers at the corners. 

"At Lukkee, where I breakfasted, they told me that last 
year a poor lady and gentleman, probably an officer and 
his wift', were robbed and their tliroats cut there. The 
fellows around me at the time wure wild-looking devils, 
and cast sheep's eyes on my silver strings ; but my guards, 
thirty irregular Scinde horsemen, were all adepts in throat- 
sliciug and looked it : never were seen more picturesqua 
figures ; with thdr wild locks of thin matted hair, match- 
locks on shoulder, sabres and shields slung on their back, 
and their loose yellow tunics and turbans of bright scarlet, 
These fellows would all have died round me sooner than let 
mo be looted, as they call being robbed : yet, at the hold- 
ing up a finger they would have sacked the village vrith 
delight. Their morals are not beautiiul, their dress, their 
anus, tlieir horses, their trappings are so beyond doubt ; 
the Albanians alone rival them, yet these men seem to 
exceed even the Albanians, being all mounted. Almost 
Qvery man I met this day bore sword and shield, for all are 
inclined to rob, and all have life to lose if nothing else. If 
I can lay the first stone of a system that will give peace and 
iiumaiiiiy to the Indus my hfo will not be in vain, and I 
liiiok I shall do so. 
" November 25th. Sukkur. — Those Ameera have again 
Fplcen treaty by taking toll from a merchant's boat ; they 
1 he paid off sharp, they shall have a leaf out of Ohver 
BMrvll's hook. The merchant and his crew shall go to 
r with on order for payment of all Uiss. If aot 
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paid, I wilt go with 5000 men and demund his bill nud lay 
costs. These rascals must now be hit bard for my last 
eSon has been made to serve tbeu. I forced from them % 
command to their agenla on the river not to levy more tolls; 
they have levied once since and it was by me pasae-d OT«f 
oontrary to Lord Ellenborough's orders, which were to en- 
force the matter rapidly. Now they have got logetbn 
20,000 or 30.000 men :— it is even said 60,000 : thry kno» 
my camp is sickly, that 500 men are down with fever, tni 
they Bay they can sweep away the Feringhees us the 
Affghans have done. We shall see. Nusseer Khan you 
are a fat fool, and this is all of yoar hatching ; but my 
belief is that Roostnm has done the job. in which case All 
Moorad will turn out on my side for battle ; yet my present 
I thought is not to. let liim, being able for my own work and 

_ not liking Beloochee allies : they are however all TaJpoon. 

■ and I can therefore make Ali Moorad pet the women wfe 

H out of the forts, and so have no shedding of femalo blooJ. 

H no violence. 

H "November 26th, — it is Boostum's doing alVer all. Tta 

H Bhawalpoor merchanta have been several limes levied npflU, 

H but were afraid to complain : at last nn old resolute chaji 

H has done so, the po6r people have been with me and gita 

H proof in the receipt of Roostum's river Kardar. My »id»- 

H de-camp is gone with a stiff letter, ordering the Ainetr u> 

H pay certain rupees, and send his Kardor to bo dealt <riih 

^M after my pleasure. Two hours only are given for the ■>>■ 

H swer, and meanwliile 4000 infantry, lOoO cavalry, and ^ 

^1 gnus are ready to cross the Indus : we shall see what thsit 

^m vaunting comes to ! 

H " November 2Tth. — The Ameers have struck colcors w 

H wish to gain time, it is doubcfu] which. They paid ib^ 

^m money at once, and promise to send the Kardor to me: tl'i' 

H they will not do, but will say, either that he has mn any OT 

^1 is the agent of Roostum's son, who pretends to be in rebBtlio" 

^■^ tgatnsl his lather. My hope is the last, for then «e (^ 

^^B . ^^ m A 
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rati againsL the lobel and seize his territory oa tbe lek 
bank of die Indus, wbiob is just what I waut; aud what the 
poor peasants want, and what my orders are to do, as a 
jtumsbment for his father's treason if proof nere found of 
that treason : nnd proof is now in oiy hands, the son must 
forfeit his pretended rigljC to the loud, fur it is well known 
his rebellion is a sham. 

"Booslum suspects the proof of his treason witli the 
Sikhs is in my hands, and wants to save Suhzulcote and 
BbooDg-Bara— which Lord EUenborough has ordered me 
hi take from him in punishment —by letting bis son take 
Uiem. He knows we want tbem for our ally the Nawab of 
Bbawalpoor, and that his own right is only one of force, 
•3 ilie Ameers took it from the Nawab in IBS8. The latter 
was marching to retake it, but our army stopped him and 
gave it to Roostum as a bribe fur aid in the ASgfaon war. 
All Lliis trickery motbinks I see through, and hope to con- 
found with my beautiful camel battery : dear solemn camels, 
with their nosos up in the air, looking so philosophical and 
dragging nine-pounders lied to their tails as if they were 
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28ih. — All Moorad wants to see our soldiers : he shall, 
if fae has on eye for business will he quiet after seeing 

29th.— Ali came. lie and little fat Napoleon: they 

I ileljghted. I like All Moorad. 

November SOtb, — My spies tell me that Boosturo ia 

(iiburbar said. If the Feringhees will go away from 

ie tliey shall have any money they ask for, even ibougli 

obliged to sell my women's jewels ; but if they remain 

collect my troops and we will drive thera out. From 

ler quarter I bear all the fieloocbee chiets are to meet 

.7lb of December in arms ; but this day also eame Lord 

.borough's orders to enforce the new treaty. He agrees 

'utram being my commissioner, but forbids me waiting 

amval. He little knows me if he supposes nie to 
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bave the least iBteiitioD of waiting for Outnun ; I want bim 
only to arrango details of exchanges of tribute for land, not 
for the work of opening the Iieaty. I have already had all 
the papers translated into Persian, and lliey go to-mocro* 
by French and Stanley, to Kyrpoor and Hydrabad : to-mor- 
row also two thousand men pass the Indus, and two thousand 
others are ready to do the same with three haiteriea and i 
thousand horsemen. I am to take the territory, from Boree. 
inclusive, up the river about a hundred miles. I will noi 
however further divide my force by sending any troops op 
the Indus, but will hold them altogether at Boree, and 
Sukkur until the Araeers act. If they bow their necks ilie 
left bank shall be cautiously occupied, as far as SubzulcoK, 
and I wiU then call down the Nawab of fihawalpooi, as the 
territory is eventually to be his. 

" If the Ameers hope to attack me when divided they mil 
fail, for my troops at Bhoong-Bara will rapidly descend llie 
river to Sukkur, the Nawab will pour in from the north, 
and when tbey have inundated the district I will march ob 
Hydrabad: thus the Indus will become ours firom ]£t- 
tenkoto to the mouth at a blow. If the Ameers reeai 
openly, or by stratagem, they will have the wrong aon by 
tlie ear : better do as they are bid. Meanwhile my onkis 
are to deprive tbem of the right to coin money ; a betiy 
blow, and we are altogether unjust abstractedly, havingno 
original right to be here, but humanity will grun. Anothcf 
fortnight will decide whether I am to rule Scinde or be 
out- general led by the Araeers ! All the rich people, and^ 
poor also who are not robbers, await with anxiety the S 
that they may express their joy and flock to KurracheS 
Sukkur : this speaks volumes. They will goon know. 

"December 1st. — Preparing for movement and battle, aC^ 
curious to ascertain, if it comes, whether I can commut^' 
for unless real work can be done, drill and so forth ^* 
nothing, I know how to command a regiment or a brig*-"^ 
in battle ; but here is on army with every one eeemia^^ 
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ignorant of war, and their work will fall on my shoulders 
Mdes what would be my own, supposing the heads of 
departments knew theirs. They are all so willing however, 
tad 80 anxious to do right, that if things go wrong my 
diaoontent with myself will be great 

"December 2nd. — Sent Stanley with the treaty to Hy- 
diabad, but will keep that for Eyrpoor 'till to-morrow ; for, 
if the Ameers of Eyrpoor get the start of me they will send 
mch lies to Hydrabad as may make the friendly Ameers 
Aere commit themselves. 

"4th.— This day the treaty went to Eyrpoor, and the 

Ameers received it with great apparent disgust They deny 

die authenticity of their treasonable letters, but that is 

ftidge! They say a confidential vakeel will to-morrow 

Convince me how unjustly the governor-general treats 

them : I will not act before hearing their statement. This 

Vgaes that they will not fight, which pleases me in one 

•ease ; yet their submission makes me sorry to punish them, 

mt least the old man Boostum : poor old fellow, he is they 

Bay the dupe of Futteh Mohamed Ghoree, who is believed 

to be a villain, and looks it 

^* 5th. — Boostum has resigned the turban to his son, a 
YioleDt man and against us : this may produce war, for Ali 
Moorad shall succeed. Now then what is my position ? 
These people will try to spin out the cold weather in nego- 
tiations, and then we cannot put our noses out of shade : 
dda shall not be. Their remonstrance shall go to Lord 
SBeoborough, but meanwhile the districts of Subzulcote 
tad Bhoong-Bara must be occupied, unless they state some 
fery staggering arguments to hold my hand, which cannot 
I believe be done. 

"I almost wish they proudly defied us and fought, for 
tbey are so weak, so humble, that punishing them goes 
against the grain ; but these feeUngs must not afifect deeds : 
le are acting, substantially, justly, and for the good of the 
UatBy while these Talpoors are like their own crocodiles. 

M 3 
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" 6th. — Nine bunilrcd sick, but not many deaths. 
ious about Lieut. JIuMiirdo, wbo b&s been sent wiUi 80 
hors-meo on a miBsioa. 

'■"th. — Tlie Ameers sead vakeels u> gain time. I listen 
to tbL'ra witli the same object, for I want to get all my stons 
up from Shikarpoor, and my 30 borscmen back from 
HydruLad ; if we get to cuffa ibey might be cnt off, anil 
I will not lose a sin<j;!6 soldier that oau be saved, 

"Wlh. — Ameers and I playing eaoh our g&me, it will go 
on until the l-lth, when operations shall cuoimence. 

"8lh. — Getting the troops in Ui good order, and flboll in 
a few days have 12,000 men. 

" lOih. — Got Biles for barracks, hospital, mapnzine mil 
' serai,' and will now begin buildJng."^This serai, ot 
commercial depot, was part of Lord Ellenborougli's greai 
plan for improving India, and connecting the diffei'eni king- 
doms by the bonds of trade. 

" latb. — Stanley has relumed by land: he made shtfp 
work, run some ri^k coming back, and was once or tirtK 
insultod. There seems little doubt us to figlitiiig now, bnl 
the Ameers shall not be pushed for some days; my 30 
horsemen are not conio in yet, two detachments i'^nd Eeg^' 
lire on the river, and my stored are siiU at Shikarpoor. Tbe 
Ameers are said to have ton thousand Belooohoes at Lw 
kaana, on tlie right of the Indus ; and if ibey were lo ttfti 
the small garrison of Shikarpoor, though ihey would i* 
easily repulsed I should have to abandon that place, becaW 
my orders are to do so. But to abandon a town alW a sb"' 
is fired goes against my grain, as looking so like btnBg 
kicked out that neither Mends nor enemies will doubt dio 
fact : wherefofi', no movement until disembarrassed of dKi 
town, and all assembled peaceably at Sukkur without ECO" 
on our arms. 

" Roree is now in my hands, and my Bumbfty tjWp* 
shall he thrown across the road leading from K}fpwt ■* 
Subzukote, making points towards iho firsu Wulluce ^' 
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occupy tlie new district in my rear, while I protect his 
U by prevcDting tlie Ameers following liim. When lie 
pica Subzulcote I bIiuII hiive possession of all iho new 
jf requires: without a shot I bope. The Ameers cannot 
tarn me out, and if they assail Roree I shall beat 
and pursue to Kjrpoor and Hydrahad, keeping close 
to the river to secure my supplies. 

"December 14ih. — Ameers cry ' pecoavi." Yet I should 
Dpt say that, for they deny guilt : tbey are guilty, but know 
cannot prove it. How is it to be proved ? In ivhat 
^Ve have their treaBonable letters plotting an 
take tliein to the dhurhor and they will deny them. 
How disprove the denial? Not by handwriting, for they 
nerer write tbumselvee, save when paying some great 
iDour. 
■*' It is your highnesses' seal. No. 

Ii is exactly the same. Very likely it is well counter- 
ated. Why should your signet he forged ? By enemies ? 
'So '. we got the seal in a way that could not be by enemies. 
We know nothing of that, the seals are not ours ; wo have 
evar been true to the British. 

" No ! jou have constantly been making petty war. Our 
may have done so. 
lut you never punished them. We pardoned them, 
were ignorant. 
We know this vmting to be that of youi highnesses' 
fidential clerk. He denies it, and a hundred people will 
Bwe«r it is not his : will you believe your mooashee agaiust 
a hundred people ? 

" Such would be the result of a Judicial enquiry. But the 
Ameere are guilty and the govomor-goneral is resolved to 
pmiish them. We are indeed guilty of coming into their 
oonntry ; but do the people wish for us or for the Ameers ? 
for US to a man, even the poorest people. The armed 
3«loocbee robber of course doea not, and we are robbers as 
Hall OB be, but we rob in a legal way ; aud after all an 
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aUorney'e bill, iho' very bad, Js iiol so bad as a OQt-lli 

our bill also touclies ibe rich ralber Uiod the poor. Hub 
disquisitioD is uot good for much ; my ordci^ are to take so 
much terriiory and niy businesa ia to do so with liuW toi- 
lence, and if poGsible tritbout bloodabed. Now iii two da}-s 
)Dy position nt Boree will cut the Ameers off from llie dis- 
tricts to be taken, aud if tbey do not attack mo. roy work 
will be done without blood — God be thanked for tliat great 



"December 15th. — The Scinde horee and grenadierBaw 
over the Indus, want of boats stops tho rest; the people 
from Sliikarpoor not yet come, from want of carriage. My 
wish IB not to fire a shot till all retrogodo movements oease, 
for whoever fires and retires is beaten : so at least your 
enemy will say, and with reason. All Lord E.6 proclama- 
tions and decorations for Pollock's and Notts affairs will 
not hinder the Affghans saying they destroyed one etmj 
and kicked two otfaers out, and history will say tlie same. I 
will not fire a shot until all my troops are in, and the march 
from Sliikarpoor now only appears as the wind-up of Eng- 
land's retreat, and a peaceful proceeding." 

The foregoing outline of the intricate policy on biot 
must now be filled up from Ids public correspondeooB. 
tracing a few weeks back. 

" Lord Ellenhorough, November 6th. Extracts.— I h«« 
read with gratification your proclamation relative to tb* 
Dliost and his family. Coupled with the late victories tl*' 
moral effect will bo great all over India and calm down tlx* 
troubled Irontier : it will bo felt in Europe also. My ho;^^ 
is to effect all we want in Scinde without force, but Nuw^^' 
Khan is a wroug-bcaded man. I only await hearing fn-^^i" 
your lordship to draw out a iresh treaty and submit it to t— -^ 
Ameers, sparing no pains to convince them that neitlier 3 
jury nor injustice is meditated. 

" Sir Thomas MacMubon. — As to the Caboul bazur, ■ 
memorials of Aurengzebe do not belong to Aobor, Qor 
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kbariiarians amongBt whom ve find tliem : — they belung' 
to history. Lord Ellenborouglis procliiiouuon is worihy of 
h'lB elevnted posiliou, and I hope be will issue none approv- 
ing of die desinictiuQ of Aurengzebe'a bazanr. 

■■ Ixird Eilenborough, November 1 7t!i. — 1 have detayed. 
hoping tu procure a seal of Nusseer Kban. Tbe whole now 
depends, as I construe your decision, upon tliree tliiuga. 
1'. Is tlie letter from Nusseer Khun uf Uydrabad to 
Beebruck Bhoogteo autlientic? 2". Is tbe letter from 
Boostum Khan of Kyrpoor to the Mikimrajiih Share Sing 
auUieutic ? 3°, Did Futleh Mohamed Ghoree, tlie confi- 
dential agent of Uooslum, assist the escape of Mobamed 

i to the first, I have endeavoured to obtain, as yet 
ut Bucoesa, an autlienlicated seal of Nusseer to com- 
B with that of tbe intercepted letter, and to submit ibem 
both for your inspection and decision, because in so grave 
a mutter I should feel it extremely presumptuous in me to 
sot upon my own judgment, when in a few days your lord- 
ehip's can be obtained. Major OuU'am, Major Clibborne, 
Lieut. Brown, and my confideutiul moonshee, hitherto em- 
ployed in the political agency, agree tliat tbe seal is that of 
KuBseei Khan ; but on measuring with compasses the details 
of this seal and those of the Ameers which are in the ofhce, 
Uiey do not exactly coincide in eize and distance between 
the letters. They agree in all other respects I am told by 
tboee yibo can read Persian, and the discrepancy is ac- 
counted for tlius : it is notorious, that the Ameers have two 
sboIb, one to be used for secrecy, that if discovered they may 
"^eny it and adduce their ordinary seal iu proof, pointing out 
kvant of coincidence. I have been trying to get one of 
e secret seals tlirougb the same people who intercepted 
flutter, bat they have been unable to obtain oue. Tiiis 
r strong presumptive proof that the letter is not a 
f of theirs, because tbe object of a first forgery would 
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second, and tlie inBlrament would be in- 
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bo secured by a 
Laods. 

" Witb regard to Rooslum'a letter to Sliere Sing, tLert 
are doubta on Major Outrmn's mind as to his bein^ pn^'T ^ 
this letter ; but of its havlDg his seal, and being written by 
his minister, Futteh Ghoree, there is no doubl. Is Uie doe- 
trine to be admitted, that if a prince ^ives his signet and 
power blindly to his minister such folly is to excuse Iiim 
from the consequences ? Your lordship will har<lly admit 
this. However, without the originaJ document, which is in 
the possession of Mr. Clerk, I can form no opinion. Tbil 
Futteh Ghoree did assist the escape of the Synd Shnrred 
uo one acquiunted with the casie doubts. Now, if your lord- 
ship considers the above sufBuient to act upon, no time sbtll 
be lost in proposing the new treaty, and I am perfectly pre- 
pared to act in a way which I imagine will bring them to 
reason without bloodshed. 

"Lord EUenborough, November 18th, Extract, — I bm 
procured not only a seal similar to tljat of Nusseer KbiB, 
but on the cover of the letter it is attached to is wiitiag 
known to be that of Cliokram, the Ameer's confid«nt»l 
moonshee. Nothing has been lost by the delay in looking 
for this seal, because one cannot be too cautious in secuiing 
firm moral ground to base the defence of whatever uvects 
may arise. The Ameers also grow weaker, delay exhausts 
their treusury, and they cheat their soldiers, who of coutb* 
leave tliem. This also is the season of fevers along tl»B 
banks of the Indus, and tf the Ameers' pride should produ-^BB 
hosiiUties I should have a large hospital on my hands in - ' 
few days, losing probably many soldiers uud camp followe^^'' 
An hospital would, from the nature of iliis country bo tk.^=^ 
troublesome : — it is su in any country. If obliged to roo" ' 
on Hyilrabad I must do so by the road along the lir^^^ 
or that through the desert, and to supply comforts for i^^ 
sick along the laet would be difSuuh, perhaps impossjfal^i^ 
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Ihftt ^OQg the river would quiukly duable the size of my 
boapilal ! 

"1 am bringiugiip Uie Queen's 22Qd Repinient, fori liave 
a sickly camp, whicii was inevitiible after England's long 
mtn^ from Candatmr ; but all these tilings belog considered. 
I sbuQid hftvc regretted if the Ameers liud called uh out be- 
fore : now tbey are welcome. 

" Should tiio Ameers tuke the field, my mind is made up 
lO cross the Iudu5 and march on Hydrabad by land. For 
i*. The water is so low that boats get along with difficulty, 
non wheD oot heavily ladeu ; S'. If tilled with troops, guns, 
•iBtiiaiiilion, they would nut only ground but aitck for days, 
I do not think I could float above 1 0(10 men with guns, &v., 
nd half might stiuk in the mud within reach of matchlocks. 
8'. Notliing would be gained here by rapidity though all 
veal down stream without accident, for tlie enemy has no 
(wsitioDs to fortify, no works he can strengthen, no stronger 
place to retire to. It is therefore the same to go in three or 
iiiirt«en days, and by land we march compact, to beat or be 
bcMteu altogether : alow and sure is an adage suited to my 
position. Moreover by land I take Kyrpoor at once, and 
can throw myself between the northern and souiliem Ameers. 
" Sir G, Arthur, November 10th.— I received Lord Ellen- 
borough's draft of a new treaty on the I2th, by wliich our 
oecnpatioQ of Scinde is fixed. Sukkur, Bukkur, Roree, 
Korracbeo with Tattah, or such places as I determine upon 
M we proceed in the negotiation, are the points : I am not 
allowed to keep Shikarpoor, which I think a mistake; 
wbeitier right or wroug will be seen. 

" Lord Ellen borough, November S3rd.— This is a severe 
climate for our constitutions, and cannot be trifled with ; but 
for one man ill fiom climate ten are so from bad barraoke, 
and tlie imprudence to which those barracks drive young 
tneu. The sepoy here is still worse lodged than tlie Euro- 
pean ; and I am sorry to say that too often is seen an indif- 
r. ierence about those poor blacks. 'Ohl don't mind it, tUosa 
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^B natives put up with auytbing.' Yes, they do put ap b«- 

^M cause they are unable lo help lltemselves, but tbey sul&r 

H Tery severely. As to my requiring more troops for cnmicp 

^1 your treaty into effect, qoI we have enough. Thesu bar- 

^M hariaos are only dangerous when a commander is careless 

^M Aiid gets his army into a scrape ; tlien iodoed they are actjvo, 

^1 daring, anil very dangerous to an entangled force. 

^M " Sir G. Ariliur, November 'Z7iii. — I Lad a meeting with 

H Ali Moorad. My orders ace now to abandon Shikaipoor. 

^B where there is a superb cautonment, to build which and 

H the fiesidency cost du small sum. The Residency is realty 

H not a sample of propriety; it cost 40,000 rupees, and is 

H on a scale suited for a governor of Bombay rather 

H subidtem employed as an agcut: the polidoal horss' 

H then running away headlong, be has since been hi 

^1 up, perhaps rather too roughly, but certainly not 

H lime. 

V " SirT. McMobon, November 28th. — On receiving orisn 

to reform the pohtical deportment, I struck off the whole es- 
tahhsliment of ofGoers and private gentlemen. Then I took 
from the list of suilerere two itides-de-camp — Lieut. Brown 
and Mr. Richardson, a civil uncovenanted scnaat ; and wiili 
tliem a certain number of clerks, peons, and others, being 
therein guided entirely by a sense ol'jusiice; the salaries in 
very high and you may conceive I should have liked to bestow 
some oQ my own numerous relaiiuna, or rather couneclious 
and friends in tlie East Indian senioe. For example, "^ 
might have made my step-son, John Alcock, one of ii*1 
aides -de- camp, instead of Mr. Richardson, he baring just ^* 
much right. Or my gruud nephew"— Iiis first wife's gra*^ 
uophew — ■' Mr. CurUng, or either of liis broiliers : all hei^^S 
heftYY on my hands. To any one of liiese ilUOO a re^^' 
would have been a fortune, but I thought those who h^^^ 
served honestly through the war, and then been di-Muijau**** 
Ijtid claims before aiiy others, loid I gave nothing 
save to them. You see theu how difficult it would be 
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B to employ Captain Morse"— proposed by Sir Tbomas. " I 
arranged the whole thiog the very day bis lordsliip's com- 
raaiids arrived, for the press of baaioess was very great. He 
has approved of my arrangement, by which, with forty-two 
meo I do what before employed 100 or 170, and this with 
a saving of IfiS.OOO rupees annually to the public. 

" Lord Eileobo rough, November 30lh, — My conviction is 
that every letter was really written by the Ameers, and that 
nothing i^ wanted but an opportunity to attack us: that is 
by Nuaseer Khan of Hydrabad and Roostum KJian of 
Kyrpoor. Every preparation is made to act on receipt of 
yonr lordship's letter, I have calculated upon the average of 
the thermometer being under SO" till April, when it will rise ; 
th« mean heat last March was 71". The average maximum 
only 83", Therefore we have weather for military operations 
till let April, and even April would not be very dangerous. 

"December Jst. — Being confident that the troops under 
oy hand are equal to any emergency, I feel assured there is 
DO occasion for the Bombay troops under General Nott"— 
offered by Lord Ellenborough — " nor any movement of the 
cavalry. The Scinde horse in this cantonment, and the 9th 
Light Cavalry, will give me about a thouiiaud available for 
action, us I shall have no convoys ; for though unable to use 
the river for troops it is everything for supplies, and the 
Kteanera will be on the Sank, under our protection." 

The next letter would seem to have been written in antici- 
pation of such war ministers as the Duke of Newcastle and 
Loid P.mmure. 

" Sir G. Arthur, December 6lh. — I have been obliged to 
^re orders for clothing tlia drivers of Captain Hutt's bat- 
X^ry, they cannot bear the cold, and the accompanying letter 
'«rill shew you how they have been treated. The consequence 
Was deseruon when in AfTghaaistao, taking their horses with 
VJwtu: thus, to Euve a pair of breeches government lost a 
■Uau and his horse ! A sepoy gets clothing, lodging- money, 
^^■■daJs, twelve rupees a month, and pension. These drivers 
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get no clothes, no lodging-uiouey, no rewards, no penaiun. 
nnil have more work than any other men, their pay beiti){ 
only eight rupees. It is aliaurd that men serving togelbct 
ehould be so dillerently cared for. Now, as the men's health 
is in danger, you will I am confident approve of my hanng 
taken on myself the responsibihty of clothing them. There 
are 820 men uick in my camp, nearly oil with agues: wann 
clotiiiug is absolutely necessary 1 

" It is said the Ameers have 60,000 men. I cmuioi 

believe tliey have so many in one mass ; but tho' it be ao 
this division would go lieadlong on them with their bayonets, 
for my men are young and mad for service. I have aecKi 
information that if the Ameers go to war ihcy mean lt> 
harass us night-and day, till we call out, God what buve 
we done that thou shouldst let loose such devils npon as- 
This passed in their dhurbar, and a very good plan loo. 
They also propose to assemble a large force at Sehwita. 
ready to march on Sutctuc the momentlmarch onKytpooi: 
this also is sensible, but pays a poor compliment to my fore- 
cast : they may perhaps find men at Sukkur and we mar 
perhaps fight the devils as well as pray '. I suspect iltf 
most fen-ent prayers in camp ore timt we may light, aoil 
that I am the only one who prays that we may not. 

" December 7th. Lord E. — A deputation come from Uie 
Kyrpoor Ameers, professing submission yet denying any but 
loyal conduct. I bcheve this is to gain time for hearing ffoi" 
Hydrahad : I will not therefore take immediate po^sessiun «'' 
Roree, 

" Uecember fitb. — The Ameer of Meerpoor seems to bwe 
escaped all notice in any treaty, but he pays half & lao u>' 
nually. Lieutenant Brown saya he has always been oo 
hitter enemy; but we have not any charge Bubsianli*!** 
against him, and he has no possession on the banks of tbe 
Indus : he is independent as a ruler, but his rank is belu* 
Uial of the Ameers at Hydrabad. My opiuion ia to Irtl"* 
tribute go on, and in the course of adjusting the tnnty K 
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tbiag may occur which will eaablo you to remit his trihute 
in eschoD^e for land. I sm unable as yet to discover why 
be pays thbuie ut alL 

" December ittli. — It will be advisable to place a magis- 
trate at Koree with a. small police, and T will take the 
litWTly to recoramciid as luiigistmle, au officer named Bath- 
^^ome, a beutenant iu the 17th Regiment, N.I. With him 
^HUiave scarcely auy acquaintance, but he appears lo me 
^^■Mui of great ability—far beyond those onu generally meets 
^^litfi. I aoderstond that many years ago he was employed 
on some temporary civil affair of considerable difficulty, and 
performod it with great credit and abihty ; but not having any 
interest reCiirned to his regimental duty: he has a mind of 
no ordinary power. Lieutenant Stanley presented the treaty 
U> the Hydrabad Ameers on the (ith instaut. Nusscer denied 
^^dL disloyal conduct; Sobdar appeared delighted: Stanley 
^■pika they will not rcatst. They have sent three vakeels : 
^Hmh tbey arrive, if the answer be satisfactory, I can move 
^^we Bengal troops towards Subzulcoie. AH Moorad has, as 
I expected, detached liimself from the adverse parlies. They 
have discharged no troops, wherefore I do not believe a sin- 
gl« word they say : their hoalility and cunning are on a par. 
n'hen I reflect on those qualities, and that the men are 
regularly drunk with bhang every day after three o'clock, it 
IS by no means impossible that they may order a night attack 
ou our camp at Roree. denying afterwards that they Imd 
any knowledge of such I'proceeding : as a precaution there- 
fore I have sent their highnesses the enclosed letter. 

•' ' Ameers. Your submission to the orders of the govenior- 
general, and your friendship for our nation, should ba beyoud 
doubt, because you have solemnly aiisurcd me of the same. 
We are friends! It is right therefore to inform you of 
strange rumours that reach me. Your subjects, it is said, 
propose to attack my camp iu the night time. Tliis would of 
vouTW be without your koowtedge, and would also be very 
<WiiMh, bMBuae my aoldiers wontd bIsy those who attacked 
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them; and when day dawned I would march to Kyrpoor. 
traBsplant the iababitants lo Sakkur, and dcBiroy your 
capital city — witli exception of your highuesBcs' palace 
nliich I would leave standing alone, as a mark of my lespect 
for yuur highnesses and of my conviction that you have no 
anthority over your subjects. I should also so fur entnnch 
upon your highnesses' treasury as to defi'ay the uxpence of 
this operation ; because it is just that governoiB sliould psy 
for the mischief their subjecla inflict upon their neighbonre, 
I therefore advertize your highnesses of tlie destruction wbioh 
such an attempt on my camp would inevitably draw dovn 
upon Eyrpoor, in order that you may warn your people 
against committing any act of hostility.' 

" Lord E, December 16th. — The Ameers bare written the 
enclosed letters of submission, but my information is thu 
they continue to collect troops. I have therefore told tliem 
that their territory shall be occupied in obedience to my 
orders, hut their letters should be sent to you. Accordingly 
we are crossing the Indus as fast ns we can, but hare very 
few boats, the water is very low, and the operation nulier 
difficult. 

" December IStli. — Last night the mails wore robbed neu 
Eyrpoor by Moer Roostum's people. The poor old foal is 
in the hands of lus family. I have sent him orders to dis- 
haud his troops instantly. I suspect be has no power, aoJ 
I must rule his hands for him. The Beloochees arr pl^IlIk^ 
ing all between this and Shikorpoor : this news reached ms 
this morning, but these things must be expected where such 
wild unmanageable tribes of robbers are collected to fono 
an army. 

"December 20ib. — A secret message has come from 
Roostum, the bearer had an open letter, but privately i"' 
formed Lieutenant Brown tliat Roostum could do nolbioR. 
and would escape to my comp. I did not like this, it w^'' 
have embarrassed me, hut the idea struok me that be migl>' 
go to Ali Muorad's, who might induce him as a faioii;**' 
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ingement to resign the turban, especially as Boostum 
M long wished to get rid of that charge. I therefore se- 
redy wrote to Boostum and Ali Moorad, and this morning 
tad an express from Ali, to say his brother is safe with him 
n his fort of Dejee ; and he requested me not to move on 
Eyrpoor before 12 o'clock this day, to give time to his 
women to get away. This I promised, and the more readily 
that from other circumstances I could not move before to- 
moROW. Ali Moorad is now virtually chief, for if Boostum 
does not bestow the turban on him, he will at all events be 
guided by Ali, into whose hands he has voluntarily thrown 
hinuelf. Ali Moorad was more powerful than any Talpoor, 
eren when Boostum's name and authority were against him, 
now he is irresistible and in alliance with us. 

''I shall move forward to-morrow and disperse the bands, 
if the step taken by Boostum has not already done so. I 
will place the forts in the hands of Ali Moorad, nominally 
IB those of Boostum. Then I think all will be quietly 
mranged, and placed on a firm basis for the future. The 
pfamdering tribes that might annoy our communications here- 
ifter, without meeting us in the field, will not dare to do so 
igiinst the will of Ali Moorad, and he will thus be our chief 
of police, and at the same time always in our grasp himself. 
rhe abstract result of our proceedings in Upper Scinde is this. 
Ali Moorad the most powerful of the Talpoors is secured by 
promise of the turban. Boostum the actual chief of the 
Talpoors, frightened at the violence of liis family, and at our 
steady operations, has thrown himself into his brothers 
power by my advice, otherwise I should have suspected 
some trick. Now, having complete power over the brother 
we have power over all, without any chief-making, and with- 
out apparent interference, or any disturbance of the order of 
aoooeflsion. The result is a fair prospect of a permanent and 
peaceful state in Scinde without maintaining a large force. 
Oar fiitare line of policy is therefore simple, being merely to 
secure the ascendancy of the chief Talpoor ; and that cannot 
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be too greiil, becanse he can never cope witti tlie C< 
I senO iliiB by express, for Ihoiigli I never wish to Bhrii^ 
from responsibility I feel most anxioHs for your approbatiuii, 
well knowing any error of mino will expose you lo blame, 
and the thorough support I receive mnkes me deeply sensible 
of my responsibility, Meer Boostura, as I before etateil, 
agreed to the draft of the treaty, bat his son Mahomet 
Hussein is our chief opponent, and the collector of troops. 

"Eoostuni Khsn, December 14ih. — Ameer. Thevaieelj 
you sent to Koree are robbing you. They will tell you that 
they are bribing my soldiers, and extract money from yom 
highness under that pretexL If they were really britoj 
my soldiers to desert I would punish ihem : bat they da in 
such thing : your highness is robbed by your sermnts. If 
you are not robbed, and that ihey, as they pretend, wen 
bribing my soldiers, itv'as high time to turn them out of 
Roree : this I have done, nnd if I find them attempting lo 
disturb the loyalty of my troops it will be worse for them. 

'■ Ameer. I have received my orders and will obey Hwol 
I laugh at your preparations for war. I want to pnrvent 
blood being shed, listen therefore to my words. Consnil wili 
your brother, his liighness Ah Monrad. Your own blood 
will not deceive you — your servants will. These men ww 
four dnys in Roree and did not deliver your letters to me: 
Imd I not pent for tbem tboy would still have kept tlim 
from me, lo gain time for robbing you. 

"Eight days have now past, nnd I have not heard ihM 
your highness has nominated a commissioner to arrange d> 
details of the treaty. I expect to have in writing joxtt ftS 
acceptance of the draft thereof by the return of the bearer of 
this. Your highness is collecting troops in all direotioas 
I must iherelbre Iiave your acceptance of the treaty iBiin»- 
iliale.ly — yen or nay, I will not lose the cold weitlJi^- 
Yonr highness must be prompt or I shall act without eon- 
Bulling you : my time is measured and I cannol waste it m 
long negotiations. 
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*' Your highness's letter is full of discussioDS, but as there 

ve two sides to your river, so there are two sides to your 

l i gl m eeB^s argument. Many of your highness's family have 

takon the same view of the case that the governor-general 

Vat ; and the respect they have shewn to the British govem- 

iMii is repaid to them by the governor-general. But I 

9umoi go into the argument, I am not governor-general, 

I «i only one of his commanders. I will forward your 

loiter to him if you wish me to do so; but meantime I will 

oemipy the territories which he has commanded me to oc- 

0!^. You think I am your enemy. Why should I be so ? 

I pin nothing for myself; I take no gifts; I receive no 

jigliiies. What is it to me whether your highness or any 

^Iber person occupies the land ? The governor-general has 

gMi to you his reasons, and to me his orders ! they shall 

ke obeved." 

This ended the long negotiations. His army was now 
Over the Indus, the crisis of his policy had arrived and 
lliB wfint broke out with a greatness to which his own words 
Only can do justice. 

'* Journal, December 15th. — The more deeply my opera- 
tions are considered the more satisfied . am I of being right ; 
bd an end must be put to the extraordinary ferocity which 
tte Affgban war has produced with us; it is disgusting. 
Xhe Affghans made no fight, but killed stragglers; our 
people retaliated, and finally became worse than the Afi- 
^lans: they thought, and still think it fine to slay unarmed 
This I will take out of them, it is not natural to 
officers. 

*• December 1 6th. — I am getting the encumbrances over 
tke river, and Wallace's column will soon be in march up 
4ie left bank. My nephew John is ill with fever. He can 
never bear a soldier's life, he has no bodily stamina ; but he 
bas all the other qualities of a soldier : it is a sad pity, and 
my anxiety about him is very painful. 
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" 17Ui, Moming. — Worked to death. John worse, aod ill 
myself, very. 

" 1 7th, Evening. — Nearly done up, and fearfiil John will 
die. Six times have I gone full gallop to see him, tbongh 
ray character is al stake. This labour of mind is exlreme, 
BO many people dependiDg on me, and a grent political 
and military movement on hand when my poor boy is w) 
ill ! To help me over the Htile I have, besides diairbixa, 
an infernal rheumadam in my left shoulder which falls on 
my nerves. 

■' 18th. — John is hetler, but Still in great danger. No sle^ 
for me with rheumatism, sickness, appetite gone, nothii^ 
but a sense of duty and confidence in my constitution could 
keep me up 1 I must leave my poor boy, it crushes me, yM 
must be, and God protects us all. I can neither save bim 
nor serve him, I have set Ali Moornd to get poor old 
Roostum away from Kyrpoor to his fort of Dejee ; then I 
will damp the courage of his family, but I am sorely liied. 
I ought to have quiet thoughts and cannot, for I am throw- 
ing myself and my troops into a deserl, and must not think 
of John or I may involve all under me in disaster and dis- 
grace. This is a hard trial for an old man of sixtyi it 
shakes me to the foundation. Yet what signifies tluw 
troubles ? I feel a spring in me that defies all diffiooltia- 
The time of life is short, but to spend that shortness vainly. 
'twere too long ! This thought must urge me to resoludoD, 
and resolution is half the battle. 

" December 1 9th. — All yesterday John was in great AaagS. 
and 1 had much to do and could not do it, being yaiu 
knocked up with labour and illnese. Patience 1 My Aw 
boy is better, that is the great point. 

" A secret message came &om Roostimi to say he wm • 
prisoner with his family, and could not control them : tbn 
he would escape to my camp if I would receive him. 
would have been embarrassing, exculpating bim 
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tbe crime — treasonable correspondence — for which he was 
being punished, and of which he is only guilty by giving his 
seal to FuUeb Ghoree : which makes him however, by their 
custom, answerable for that minister's acts ; so at least Ou- 
tntm tells me." 

At first the general was averse to Ali assuming the 
turban, but when Boostum resigned voluntarily, changed 
his opinion on these grounds — " Ali is the proper heir, and 
also the strongest of the Ameers ; he is now chief, has his 
brother Boostum on his side, and I will take the other s forts 
and put them in liis hands. He will then, with our alliance, 
be master of Scinde for life. The good of all tliis is, that he 
will be answerable for the peace of Scinde. He will be able 
fcr that, and thus instead of incessant paltry murderous 
wiis prevailing. Upper Scinde will be quiet. He can hold 
kb own people in subjection and we could not; regular 
ibrces cannot well do so. We may then diminish our gar- 
liBons by two or three regiments ; and if Lord £. will let me 
do my will, Scinde shall be as quiet as any country in the 
world. The day after to-morrow we advance against their 
forts, progressing towards Hydrabad, but how I am to act 
with the Lower Scinde cocks is not yet clear : to me they 
seem cunning rogues, pretending meekness and obedience 
to spin out the cold weather. It won't do Nusseer Khan ! 
I have a better hand than you give me credit for at this 
game! 

"fioree, December 21st.* — Ten thousand fighting men 
and their followers are encamped here at Alore, a town built 
by Alexander the Great. My tent overlooks this most beau- 
tiful encampment The various sounds, the multitude of 
followers, I suppose twenty thousand, the various costumes 
and languages, and the many religions, produce a strange 
scene that makes a man think. Why is all this ? Why am 
I, a miserable little wretch, supreme here ? At my word all 

* From some accident this extract was not fully or correctly giren in 
tbe Fint Edition. 
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this mass obeys — multitades superior to me in bodily and 
mental gifts ! A little wretched experience in the art of 
killing, of disobedience to Ood, is all the superiority that I 
their commander can boast of! My Ood ! how hnmbled I 
feel when I think ! How I exult when I behold ! I haye 
worked my way to this great command and am gratified at 
having it, yet despise myself for being so gratified ! Tes ! 
in the depth of my soul I despise myself. Not as feeling 
unworthy to lead, for I am conscious of knowing how to 
lead, and my moral and physical courage are eqaal to the 
task : but I despise my worldliness. Am I not past sixty t 
A few years must kill me ; a few days may ! And yet I am 
so weak as to care for these things ! No. I do not I 
pray to do what is right and just, and to have strength to 
say. Get thee behind me Satan ! Alas ! I have not diit 
strength ! there was but one being that could say that I AS 
that I can do is to feel that I cannot say it : the weaknen 
of man and the pride of war are too powerful for me, or I 
should not be here. He who takes command loves it! 

"Well, this comfort remains — with a wish for war, tad 
having the power of bringing it on, I have avoided it ! Sttt- 
diously ! These Ameers deserve everything ; but I have no^ 
done aught to draw down war on them : so ends my solik 
quy. I must go to work, but will first walk out, to see a 
the camp fires sparkling on their long line. Oh! wb 
a magnificent sight ! If we had but an enemy in o 
front ! " 
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FOURTH PERIOD. 



GfiEAT erents i^eie now at hand. 

Boostum Khan of K3n:poor, and Nusseer Khan of Hy- 
inbBii^ had, as turbaned Ameers, accepted Lord EUen- 
iK)mogh 8 new draft treaty in words, but delayed signing 
^ privately called on their feudatory warriors to gather 
for action ; forming at the same time a secret hostile league 
^ fortherance of which the younger princes of Kyrpoor 
^im diligently enlisting military adventurers. The British 
light to interpose was evident, because of the delay in sign- 
ing the treaty and the danger to the British cantonments 
ttom the hired bands. Lord Ellenborough's orders had been 
therefore peremptory for the immediate dispersion of these 
bands, and the occupation of the districts ceded by the new 
treaty on the left bank of the Indus : hence the passage of 
that river and the camp at Boree. When these orders were 
laade known to the Ameers they professed unbounded sub- 
mission, yet with prodigious effrontery denied that any 
htaids existed ; and while continuing their preparations for 
>rar still delayed signing the treaty, hoping thus to retard 
the crisis until the hot season, when their warriors would be 
all assembled and the British unable to act. This policy 
the general had early detected, and was passing the Indus 
to execute his orders when Boostum, fearful of the head- 
strong violence of his sons and nephews, made the secret 
offer already noticed to enter the British camp, and thus 
opened a way for effecting the object without bloodshed; he 
was therefore met by the following letter. 
*' Highness. My belief is, that personally you have been 

N 2 
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ever a friend to the English, but you are helpless amidst 
your ill-judging family. I send this by your brother, his 
highness Ali Moorad : listen to his advice, trust to his care, 
you are too old for war, and if battles begin bow can I 
protect you ? If you go with your brother, you may either 
remain with him or I will send an escort to bring you to 
my camp, where you will be safe. Follow my advice, it is 
that of a friend : why should I be your enemy ? If I was, 
why should I take this trouble to save you ? I think yoa 
will believe me, but do as you please." 

This was private, but still intent on executing his ordan, 
the general, at the same time, transmitted the follomg 
public letter to the Ameer as Rats, designing it for a warn* 
ing to his turbulent sons and nephews. 

"My letters have been stopped near Kyrpoor: this has 
been done by your orders, or without your consent If by 
your orders you are guilty ; if without your consent yoa 
cannot command your people. In either case I order joa 
to disband your armed followers instantly, and I will go to 
Kyrpoor to see that this order is obeyed." 

This menace was backed by a proclamation announcii^ 
that by the draft treaty the districts of Subzulcote and 
Bhoong-Bara were restored to the Nawab of Bhawalpoor; 
and the Ameers were forbidden to levy taxes in those dif 
tricts after the 10th of January 1848. Meanwhile Boos- 
tum's sons and nephews occupied the forts at Kyrpoor and 
other places with their armed men ; and as those forts be- 
longed to the turban tliis was an act of hostility coosU- 
tuting them rebels to Boostum and enemies to the Britisb* 
It also clearly indicated a design to war ; for two were far in 
the desart, namely, Emaum Ghur and Shah Ghur, the fiist 
being from its strength and distance in the waste counted 
by the Beloochees impregnable. Both were well provided— 
the first by Roostum's rebellious son Hussein, the second 
by his nephew Nusseer : but Boostum's sudden move to Ai 
Moorad's fortress of Dejee, in pursuance of the^geaeral'^ 
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broke flfl these younger princes' measures for figlit. 
' in Upper Seiode; they fled ut once from Kyrpoor^ 
wing All Ifoorad master of ail Upper Sciude. At this 
t«tii Cbark'3 Napier resumes his own story. 

" Lord Ellonborougli, December 20th, — There is no chance 
"f fpsiatancc, I cannot be deceived ; at till events I am pre- 
["i^J and ilie Ameers will pny dearly, as my cavalry is sixffi- 
■"iit to make the result of a fight decisive. Information 
I IS just come tliat Meer Eoostum's son and nephew have 
Jlcii [o the foru in the desert. I shall desire hia highness lu 
(ifder them to place those forts in the hands of coufidentiLil 
lilli-dnrs. If they refuse to obey the orders of their chief I 
nil] march against the forts, mth the cavalry and the camel 
baicery : that will decide everything iu the north, and he in 
perfect concordanci' willi the treaty of 1838. Willi respect 
la the Ameers of Hydrabad, they have agreed to everything 
K> fur ns words go, hut assemble troops, and I will march iu 
thai direction. The whole of Upper Soimie is now in Ali 
Moorad's hands, and there are no armed bands but hia : all 
is settled hero, and in that conviction I have ordered the 
Bengal troops to march northward. As to Lower Scinde, it 
i) possible that the armed men disbanded hero may take 
(erriea there, and if tliey mean to fight the departure of tlie 

tigttl troops will give them courage, but my remaining 
■ is enough. 
'3o\unel, December 22Ed. — Eodo to Kyrpoor, but with 
escort, as I never trust barbarians : it is free of hostile 
Iroops. Shah Nowaz, the httlo black Napoleon, was there 
to receive me and had no fighting men ; his father therefore 
fpols stroug enough, and has all the forls here in his hands : 
Ihos in two days all Upper Sciude has been rendered subject 
to liitn, and we have but one instead of many independent 

ftou to deal with. Lord Ellenborough orders me to keep 
3cogal troops here, and oETcrs to send me more. I want 
more, and wish these were not half so many." He after- 
ds fouud that Lord Ellenborough was right, but was i 
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this time deceived by tbe politicals as to the Beloooli d 
ter. Ho was now however to arrange bis operations ngninst 
Lower ScinJe, and hoping to ohtain his object there, as bo 
Iiad nlrettdy done in the upper country, by generalship rather 
than force, planned one of the most remarkable exploits that 
military history records, and thus gradually disclosed in his 
letters. 

" December 24tb. — On the aOlh I will march to Kyrpoor 
with my host, and I may well say bag and baggage ! Never 
did I eee the like : there must be more than twenty tboussod 
people in camp, my fighting men being but seven regiments. 
Well, an Indian army bents cock-fighting ! I think 1 must 
go to Emaum Ghur, but am nervous about entering lh( 
desert ; it ia a perilous movement, requiring all the cantJon 
ill the world even without fighting. Every supply must Iw 
in my camp : abandon this rule for a day and we are iosi, 
or shall owe our safety to chance. Fearful work thtit, «nii 
if possible my business shall be done without ibis march, if 
not it shall be ventured. It is juet in an opposite hna lo 
Alexander's march in Gedrosia ; hut I am not an Alexandefp 
and the deserts are the same terrible things on both sddes of 
the Indus. Let me he careful. Water! water ! water! So/ 
will I never without enough of that for the day's march on 
my beasts, and each day explorers shaU go on to fiud wdls 
a day before. 

"December 25th. — To-morrow at four in the morainj 
my army moves : it is the first army I ever put in now 
ment, and it is hard work ; for there is much to think o(, 
and there are many who ought to thiuk yet won't, mJ ' 
must for them. My hope is to do rightly, for it is « im- 
mense multitude to move on a wrong road ; foIJowcR M'J 
all not less than 25,000 here, and 5000 others went off wili 
Wallace this morning to the north. It is good they M« 
gone, for hardly could the Bombay and Bengal men Iw 
kept from quarrelling. This enmity between the troop**!' 
the two presidencies is incomprehensible, but exists. My 
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present project is this. All the malcontents have congre- 
gated under the aon-in-law and nephew, he is both, of 
Roostum, at Emaum Ghur, which is a hundred miles in the 
dLwert. I cannot take my two twelve-pounder iron giina, 
Dor my two d-inuli mortars, the depth of eand and the want 
of water and forage are too great : but leaving those guns, 
the I3C camels uarrjing the heavy shot find shells will he 
available tor water and forage, and the supply of my guns 
and 121b. howitzers, and these twelve good pieces shall take 
Eroaum Ghur. 

" But why take it ? For this reason. It is so far in 
the desert the Ameers believe it invulnerable, and not to he 
reached : they believe they can harass us by petty wnr- 
fare, and if we assemble a large force tliat they can fall bock 
on Emaum Ghur and the bank of the Norra, where wo can- 
not follow. While this feehng exists they will always tliink 
themselves independent and safe ; but I think Emaum Ghur 
may be reached, and they be taught that tbey have no refuge 
from our power, no resource but good behaviour : Sciude 
will then be quiet If I fail it will do harm, yet the attempt 
mast be made or Scinde will never be quiet, and it is worth 
the risk. I know I ghail do it, but the risks are very great. 
The last twenty-five miles will be iu deep sand, a regular 
auccesaion of hills, steep and without a drop of water ! Well, 
war is full of difficultiea, faint heart never won fair lady and 
fortune is the fairest of the fair ! Will my health hold '/ 
John's illness nearly floored me : poor fellow, he has not a 
frame for a soldier like his strong father ; Ae is a soldier 
and a good one, and all else that is good. 

" Fori Mungree, December STtli. — Nine miles from Eoree. 
We arrived, bag and baggage, at half-past eleven, having 
started at half-pust six i but the rear did not quit camp 
UUlil Imir-past eight, so difficult it is to put an Indian army 
iu ntarcb. Oh! the baggage! the baggage! it is enough 
lo drive one mad. We have 1500 camels with their con- 
^^onded lung necks, each occupying fifteen feet! Fancy these 



xv.vAuv.iu^ my uwu ongj^'age. It is 
ever mureliccl witli less than sixi 
share, generally with several hunc 
300 ; Mr. Koss Bell, the political, 6 
and one for my office papers stadoi 
be carried in my small portmanteau 
a pair of canteens, with two cai 
private soldier's tent ; my own fine 
This soldier's tent requires two o 
horses traps take one, my own th 
with fewer animals, as my tent is he 
Europeans cannot bear the sun t1 
roof as the natives do, wherefore < 
double roof. We got in compact 
quicker but for a wet ditch whi 
camels slip in sloppy places and d 
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" Bode on to Kyrpoor and told J 
lution to take Emaum Ghur, to she 
that neither deserts nor hills can sai 
and legs. But I did not tell him i 

was tn fthftisr mrr f^air%A A i: xl-.i. •<• "« 
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■■*-a*ob, and ilwre is abundant pasture hero; iho secret of 
*'*^ir sinking is want of food, they eat slowly and do not g(it 
•"■"■Utenougli: this must be remedied if possible. 

"December 28lh. — All my plana upset 1 These barbarians 
^*« not easily understood. It is decidedly Ali Moorad's 
"Merest to be master in Scinde, yet he has let Roostum 
^*«!ape ! This bothers me, but it is so far good that it gives 
tftc tt more decided line to follow : there need be no delicacy 
•low. Howerer my Emaum Ghur project is probably ended, 
ftr my information is, that all the Ameers are assembling 
tieir forces at a place culled Dhingee. I have no good 
map, none exists though wo have been here four years '. 
3Dt there is a road marked from this place to Laloo, and if 
Uy guns could travel on it, and water be obtained, we may 
fiom Laloo turn to our left against Emaum Gliur, or to our 
dght against Dhingee. The operation will be simply to 
mtch Luloo and there act according to circumstances and 
to my epies' tales. I cannot go that road witliont more in- 
formation, yet ciinnot wait five days for information. One 
way remains. Ali Moorad must get me information or 
accompany me. Were I sure the Ameers had assembled 
great numbers to fight I would at once march against them, 
down ihe river. Patience! patience! difficulties must be 
Kiicouutered in war. Two days now in camp from raiu, for 
camels split themselves on wet ground, and there are too few 
already ; poor animals, the rain will kill many without 
nurching. Tliis kind of weather is said to be unheiu'd of in 
Scinde. VTbalevcr makes people uncomfortable is (dwiiys 
unheard of. 

"December JJOth. — Plot thickens and my position is 
ciitical. The Ameers are forming in the desert and move- 
<Dmt is difficult for me, not having half enough carriage , 
•ail if I march upon their forces they will disperse. I must 
ihorcfore march on their forts, and on Hydrabad, things 
■which cannot escape, but their troops are not tangible by a 
alar force. 
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"December 81 st. — This is the last day of a year bu 
ous to mc. I am wrtlkiog before my lenC, a clear fltarli^t 
night, but a mist is rising and our fires give a long silTery 
iight, not a long line, but a britliant Imze: anil Uic hum of 
men sounds all along, while the jackals mnke a Itorrid dJn 
close around, like screams of men and women. The raai 
extent of the camp with lights closed in by the mist, and 
seen through the mist, is beautiful. What feelings ara 
mine 1 not pleasant. I must retire into private life. Wlwi 
is ephemeral power ? What is life ? If I err I may witnen 
the slaughter of all this mass of beings ! Poor Elphin- 
siono. No wonder ho died broken-hearted. Thanks to 
Lord Ellenborough, for me there is no such tmnimel i6 
McNaughten. Yet, what is my responsibility ? »o niatiCT. 
it is welcome, and all on my own shoulders: the hoii 
deliver me from a colleague ! I can bear ten times as murfi. 
It is details only that trouble me, they interrupt my ihonghts, 
and at night sleep comes too quick. One niglit I dnnk 
coffee strong and had a capital t/iink for an hour, but then 
coffee gave up the ghost : I got many matters dt'cided in 
that hour, but will drink no more coffee lat«. 

" My plans are fixed to march to the edge of llio desert, 
or as far in as water can be found ; then encamp, select fl'iO 
of the strongest Europeans and natives, mount them on 
camels, and loud all my other camels wiih water except a ft* 
to carry half rations. My camel battery also shall go, uulos 
many irregxilar horse as it will be prudent to take, and ihtt 
slap upou £maum Ghur in the heart of the dcsen : if it air- 
renders good ; if not, it shall Lave such a hammering as "ill 
make fire fly out of its eyes. While this is going on mj 
camels shall go back for provisions, and water is abunduit 
alEmaum Ghur. My expectation is that four shells 0010' 
the four hundi-ed with my battery will produce a surreiidtf. 
to say nothing of an escalade, for which I am preparol- 

" If taken the glory of the desert will be depart*^. W" 
tny march shall he apparently on Hydrabad but really ex 
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nercote, ihe stroog desert liold of the southern Ameers, i 
maum Ghur is of the northern Ameers: u)] this hoivever 
depends on coming events, Afterwaida my march will be 
on Hvdmbod, the Ameers will fly over the Indus, and we 
eball become masters of the left bank of the river from 
Mittonkoto to the mouth: peace with civilizntioa will then 
niplnce war and barbarism. My conscience wiil be hght, ior 
I see uo wrong in so regulating a set of tyrants who are 
Uiomselvt^ invaders, and have in sixty years nearly destroyed 
Uie oountry. The people hate them. I may be wrong, but 
I oaonot see it and my conscience will not be troubled. I 
sleep well while trying to do this, and shall sh'ep sound 
when it is done- Whether God designs me for his instru- 
ment will he seen ; if not to do it I shall be hafiBed in the 
desert; meanwhile all this rain will fill the wells, and I hati 
It as a promise of success." 
This private sketch must now, as before, be filled up from 
I public correspondence. 

" Lord Elienhorough, December 37th. — The Ameera put 

iplicit faith iu their deserts, and when negotiations, delays, 

.d lying, and intrigue fail, calculate they can declare their 

bbedience, their innocence and humility, and retire beyond 

(nr reach into those deserts : from thence they could launch 

r wild bands to cut oS all communication and render 

> hotter than nature has done. This it was which 

I me think of making our chief All Moorad powerful, 

Ibolding him under our power, and promising him yonr 

s to the tui'ban : this you have approved of. The 

was to secure to bim the exercise of the turban 

r even during his brother's hfo: tliia also I was so 

mate as to succeed in, by persuading Mccr Roostum to 

p himself in AU Moorad's hands. It burst on the family 

I bomb ahell, they and their troops fled, and all, so far 

\ known, in a southerly direction, yet into the desert, 

I Eniaum Ohur. Hence, after c on si il era lion and 

r aU X Guuld imia Ali Moorad, and though war was 






276 LIFE OF COAELES JAMES SAPIHE. 

not proclaimed, nor is it necessary that it shoold be, m] 
was niaile up to marcli on Eraaum Gbur. 

" I told Ali Moorad his killedar should be pli 
Emauiii Ghur; that your lordship vould, as bonne 
treaty, nipporl the chief; that the people who fled wiili 
armed men to Ernaimi Gliur, refusing to obey their chief 
Meer Roostum, were in fact rebels, and 1 would foUov 
them. He said he would take Emaum Ghur himself. I 
auswered, that I knew he could, and his readiness to sstv 
my troops trouble was praiseworthy, but I was determined lo 
shew the Hydrahad Ameers Uieir deserts were of uo avsii ; 
that I could and would follow them everywhere, whether 
into the deserts of Scinde or the mountains of Beloochi^tan. 
I said this thinking it not amiss to lift the curlnin and let 
my friend Ali Moorad look a little into futurity; it is as well 
for him also to feel he is wholly dependant on our power; 
that everything he can wish for is his, as our faithful ally, 
hut should he be a ti-aitor he has no refuge. He is a vigo- 
rous-minded, ambitious, and I suspect cunning man, but 
apparently generous and hold : in short as good a§ a barhs- 
nan can be, and better than most. His minister. Sheik Ali 
Hussein, is very clever, has hved in Bengal, knows our power. 
and has I believe convinced his master that it is not to bo 
resisted ; besides, ho sees that while be keeps his niasWt 
friendly his own fortune thrives: he is therefore outb. He 
has made Futtch Mohamed Ghoreeaprisoner: thelatterMBt 
in disguise amongst Roostuni'a troops and won over 2OO0 
of them, and of Ali RIoorad's, lo favour the son and nephflw' 
Sheik Ali asked what be should do witli bim: mv answer 
was, keep him prisoner hut do not ill-use liim. There is ao 
evident ohjection to my seeing Meer Roostum. Why I 
know not, but I told Ali Mnorad I must and will. 

" I am perfectly aware of tbo danger of entering a dowrl, 
but it has always arisen from neglect of [irecautions mflC 
than other causes, and it does not make me nervoos- 
The man first sent to gain information goes with me to siw" 
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the -wnter, and lie knows punisliment awaits him if ho Ijetrays. 
I have warned hiim not to say he does know when he don't, 
and he shidl get no drink but what he brings to me. Theru 
is however one dnnger against vsbicli we cannot provide, 
ihey may poison the wells ; but my hope is to overcome thai 
by digging new wells, or by carrying water with me, It is 
Dot possible to conceal my march, and I shall therefore senil 
word to llie Ameer in Emaum Ghur, that my intent is not 
to plunder or slay if tbey make no resistance : if they do 

Ely must abide results. 
" The means your lordship hits taken Co raise the old spirit 
llie Iroups has completely succeeded, at least so far as mine 
are concerned : there is here hut one wish, viz. to go any- 
* where for a fight. If you ordered me into the heait of Asia 
with such volunteers as my camp would turn out, my belief 
is not a dozen men would stay behind : so much for stars 
and ribbons, at which philosophers like to laugh, hut their 
ridicule will not change human nature. The Indian army 
feels grateful for the protection received from your lordship. 
It felt degraded before your arrival. The Cahool and Ghus- 
e misfortunes were unjustly cast in its teeth, and it was 
ible to hold up its head. It will now meet any army in 
I world, and this change is produced by justice and the 
iribution of rewards. ' I ought not to speak of these raat- 
I, hut can biu'dly help it when seeing those Indian dcco- 
o justly bestowed, and our Queen's officers neglected 
|their own government. Thereis my nide-de-camp, Major 
Pherson, who has twenty hard-fought battles written on 
k sword, and neither has nor is likely to have a decoration, 
3 gains it in India, whera your lordship has made 
I ftesh and green for soldiers. 
" December 2l)ch. — I will not speak of my host of diffi- 
BDltiea in collecting carriage ; hut the Ameers made their 
people drive the counti7, and not a camel is to be had. Our 
contractor for 1000 camels has furnished but 250, and 
cfeited 80,000 rupees! He is the most iuUuentiul in all 



^cfeil 



273 



LIFE OF CHARLES JAMES SAPIER. 



J 



Uiis country but bis property lies in and aLout Sliikai 
and thoQgli he will not soy so he dares not lurnish c 
his ngreemest was mitde before be knew of the j 
orders. And now my lord I have to tell yoii that 1 
Roostum decamped yesterday morning. I met AH Moorad 
the night before, and desired biia to say I would pay my 
respects to bis highness next day : and the next day I heard 
of his flight. I can only account for this in one of two 
ways. !"■ Mecr Roostum is a timid man. He boa all 
along fancied I want to make bim a prisoner, and now 
thought his brotlier and I were about to execute the conspi- 
racy. 2°. That All Moored drove his brother to this step. 

" Meer Roostum bad resigned the turban to Ali in the 
most formal mtinner, writing bis resignation in the Koran 
before all the religious men, collected to witness the act at 
Dejee : Ali sent this Koran to me, I said that tiieir family 
arrangements were their own, but your lordship would sup- 
port the head of their family whoever it migiit he, ftccording 
to the spirit of the treaty; that personally I ihoughr itbetur 
for Roostum to keep the turban and let Ali Moorad act for 
him, but he was free to do as he pleased : now it strikes me. 
that Ali Moorad may have frightened the old man into the 
foolish step he has token, with the purpose of making his 
own possession of the turban more decided ; that to da iha 
he told bim I intended to make Roosttmi a prison^ J 
pretending to be his friend and only waiting for opporti 
to betray us. Such are my conjectures. 

" I bad no sooner heard of Meer Roostiim's flight i 
intelligence come of bis son and nephew having atniil 
new, and closer, alliance with the Hydrabad Ameers ; | 
Sobdar had been persuaded to join them ; that their fi 
are assembling at Dhingee in large numbera; that > 
15,000 are north of Larkaana, and 2000 in the fort of 9 
Ghui' on the road to Jessulmere. Roostum'a course h 
yet known, but he is supposed to have joined bis fami^ 
Dhingee. In this state, all changing as if by magic, lij 
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lay before you my view of the matter, and the course I mean 
to pursue. 

" In a former letter I described the position of Emaum 
Ghur but did not send it, as before it was folded came all 
this intelligence: it now goes. You will see that I am 
threatened from four points. The impossibility of getting 
camels obliged me to leave three regiments and a hundred 
cavalry behind at Sukkur, also four field-pieces. Lieut.- 
Col. Boberts, an officer selected for the command there, is 
^ell able to hold his own against the Larkaana force, and 
against the Shah Ghur force : the 8th N.I. gaiTison Boree, 
and I have halted Col. Wallace twenty miles ofi"; he can in 
cne march reach Boree. My rear is therefore safe, even 
chould Ali Moorad be a traitor which I have no reason to 
1>elieve, but calculate upon nevertheless. I cannot tell yet what 
the Ameers are at, but believe they mean to fight at Dhingee. 
My intention of marching direct on Emaum Ghur is there- 
fore changed. I will march upon Laloo, about five marches, 
and when there my spies will have brought intelligence of 
the intentions of the Ameers, and their strength at Dhingee 
and Emaum Ghur. This intelligence will make me move to 
either flank, or direct upon Hydrabad. Laloo is considered 
to be in the desert, and a march on that point will alarm 
them, as they expect me by the usual river road ; but if 
I went that road they would have free communication 
vrith the desert, which by marching on Laloo shall be in- 
tercepted. No. 3 — force at Dhingee — will be compelled 
then to fall back to Hydrabad, upon which I shall march. 
Or, if the Dhingee force crosses to Emaum Ghur before I 
reach Laloo, I will march on that fort and take it." — See 
map. 

*' I am ftdly aware of the danger of these marches in the 
desert, but they may be done ; where one man goes another 
esn, and nntil I prove to these Ameers that they can go 
nowhere without my following them they will think their 
desert a safe ietreat» and Soinde will never be quiet As 
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this new aspect of affairs, confirming all your lordship's 
apprehensions, seems to threaten battle, I have ordered op 
the 1 9th Bengal Regiment and the troop of artillery, though 
feeling quite strong enough without them." — Here a cross- 
note runs thus. " Enough I had against the Eyrpoor Ameera^ 
but little dreamed I of the numbers awaiting me at Meeanee 
— I am so cold, damp and miserable, as hardly to be able to 
bring my ideas into shape, and I must trust jto your lordship's 
good-nature towards a rheumatic man in a small tent. 

" Captain Powel. — Tell Sir Thomas McMahon I am on 
my way to Hydrabad I suppose, but the Ameers are eels^ 
tind one might deal better with a close-shaved well-soaped 
pig. However they shall not make me pay ten times the 
value of our provisions, as they did McNaughten and Lord 
Keaue. My men shall not rob them, nor shall they rob my 
men. Some of my followers begun their Affghan tricks this 
morning, so I gave eight of them a flogging. No troops 
under my command shall rob and murder, as was done in 
Affghanistan, if report speaks true. 

" Lord Ellenborough. December 30th. — The people at 
Dhingee are said to have moved to Emaum Gliur, where all 
the northern Ameers are to assemble. This, if true, will not 
affect my lino of march, for witliout going into the desert 
there will be no managing these gentlemen. The accidental 
breaking of your bridge over the Sutlege, just when General 
Nott had crossed it, seems as if Fate indicated approbation 
of your policy : it was a singular circumstance." 

Now resolute to penetrate the waste, he opened the year 
1843, by an enterprise which, being his first essay as a 
general, placed him at once amongst the ablest captains. 
His first design was to move with three thousand men, 
thinking that even a small force for the task before him ; 
but soon the explorers, sent forward to seek wells, reported 
that water could not be got for that number, and instandy 
he resolved to attempt it with five hundred, though to the 
danger of finding the wells poisoned, and that of having the 
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wiiter sJcins cut ut night by prowling emJssHries, bis 
had more nnd better cfimcls on which to moiinl the 
trr, and on their infantry they prided themselves. 
horsemen also swarmed in thousands on ihe edge 
WKSte, nnd the fortress to bu ronclied contained a garrison 
four times the sirengiii of the espeditiouary force! This 
re^oiotJon being taken, he issued a manifesto explanatory 
nf the events which had led to Roostum'a flight and Ali 
-Moorad's assumption of the turban, proclaimed the latter 
Rais, and announced his own intended moi'ch and determi- 
nation to disperse all armed bands wherever found. Then 
be raoved, 

" Journal, January 3rd.— Khan poor. Marched this morn- 
ing at 1 1 A.M. Some silly fellows perauaded me to start so 
lata because our tents wore wet : Jesus of Nazureth ! what 
an idiot ilio military man is who takes advice ! These very 
advisers of a late niorcli now say llie camels can get no food 
becRuse-we are so late I I know camels now, and in future 
will reject suggestors : confound tliem, they are enough to 
ruin on army. How bard it is to get men to do as they are 
told: when I take advice agsin may I split tike a camel. 
Thosfl beasts are unfit for military movements generally, 
ihejr can't bear cold or rain, and on wet shppery ground 
^locate their liipa. Thoy are then generally left alive for 
t jftckals, for though we shoot them the Hindoo will not 
' 9 Miimal life. 

" Nusseer Khan boa sent a letter full of deceit, professing 
dience to gnin time lis before. Roostum also has written 
iny his voluntary Buireuder of the tiirbau, and intimai- 
If Uiot I had belruyed bim into Ali Moorad's hands. To 
' I have answered thus. ' Araoer. Wlien a man's 
s and words do not accord T am greatly distressed how 
l^iet. The govei-nment of the Ameers is one of many 
, oil speaking after a diffeJ'ent and strange manner, 
tennoi judge afar off. I came to Kyrpoor to see how 
8 Stand, and mean to go to Hydrabad to do the somis. 
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I caTinot dialinguish friends from enemiea at tno bun<lre<i 
miles' distance; and aa you any you are the friend of lie 
Company and of the fiovernor-peneral you will be glad to 
see me. I Iieor of troops collecling in the south. Aimed 
men shnll not cross llie Indus into Scinde, therefore I laiie 
troops.' To Eoostum Khon, the old knave, the following 
epistle has gone. 

" ' Your higbnesss letter obliges me to use n langnafjel , 
regret, but the honour of my country and the inieiest of 
yours leaves me no alternativo. The gist of your higbnen's I 
letter is tliis. That I advised you to be guide4 by TODt I 
brother, the Ameer Ali Moorad ; and that he advised yoaU I 
fly from a meeting with me as from a conspimtor vbo ' 
wished to make you a captive. 

" ' Ameer, such a subterfuge is unworthy of your liigb- 
ness's rank : you know It is not truth. Yon know that yuu 
offered lo come to my camp, and that I advised you to go u 
your brother's fortress instead of coming to my camp ; yw 
therefore well know that I had no desire to capture you, 
nor to interfere with yout family arrangements. Yet you 
now pretend, that when I asked you to meet me yon flfJ 
from me, not from any desire to avoid a lueetiug bui 
because I advised you to be guided by your brothers 
advice and he advised you to fly ! I will not suffer your 
highness to take shelter under such misrepresentaiiun^ 
You made submission to me aa representative of ibe gover- 
nor-general, you have solemnly resigned the turban, mi 
you now avow that you look upon tliis, the most floleBU 
and important act of your life as a farce and a mockery ! 

"' Ameer. I do not understand such double condocL I 
hold you to your worda and deeds, and no longer consite 
you to be the chief of iheTalpoora. nor will I treat with jou 
as such, nor with those who consider you to be Rais.' 

" January 4th. — Encamped at Dejee. Went over its cele- 
brated fort, the first European who ever did so. I have l"" 
up all the people who could, or rather would give ate iii' j 
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brmntioD aboat the desert ; they all differ more or less, and 
OS I cannot trust ii Inrge force to their lying, my resolution 
is lo go forward with a smiill force and trust to futc. 
" January 5th. — March this night at twelve o'clock. 
"Choonka, 6th. — Twenty-four miles in the desert. This 
part, which has never been before peneti-aied by Europeans, 
is eundy, mth brushwood, tamarisks cliielly, and another 
shmb wiihoiU leaves, a blightcd-looking hush. Ah Moorad 
comes with me, and old Hoostum, roguo as well as fool, has 
sent his son to lay carap," 

—The old Ameer, flying from Dejee, hod encamped 
with seven thousand armed Beloocbees and some guns 
nithin the desart, designing to Join his sons at Dhingee 
in due time : he was thus suddenly overtaken by the general. 
"January 7lh, Doom. — A short march, plenty of water, 
road heavy, country covered with jungle, hut there are trees, 
and therefore probably a substratum of soil. The upper 
sand is lull of sea-shells, cockles, muscles, and the spira) 
bllioocn's bom shell. Air delightful, not a man sick." 
H'From this place he thus wrote to Lord Ellenborough. — 
Be At Dejee I found such prevaiication and such ignorance as 
» die route, that I became more than ever impressed with 
the objections which Ali Moorad and all the other Ameers 
felt to our entering the desert; and also judged it unaulb 
to risk a large force without any positive ioformation about 
writer. All this confirmed me in the belief that to reach 
Emaum Gbur is necessary to the tranquillity of Scinde ; I 
dierefore resolved to advance with a small force and apply 
all my carriage to its efficiency, leaving the other troops at 
fJejee, On the night of the 5th we moved with 850 of the 
Qnven's UUod Regiment, all mounted on camels, two sol- 
diers nn each. We have two 24 lb, howitzers with double 
teams of camels, and two hundred of the Scinde burse, and 
provisions for fifteen dnys : water for four. We reached 
l-'boonkn, twenty-five miles from Dejee, yesterday, although 
^.dark and the tracks so slight thatM^ 
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guides lost the way, and the sand was deep. Plenty of 
good water at Choonka, but forage so scarce that I have sent 
back 150 of the horsemen, and much doubt if the remaining 
fifty can go above one march more. 

" We yesterday came so close upon the traces of Meer 
Boostum, that he, hearing Major Outram, to whom he is 
personally known, was with me sent a messenger saying be 
was submissive. Major Outram asked my leave to go to 
him, we being both convinced AH Moorad had frightened 
him. I told the major however, that I only agreed to the 
Ameers being made easy as to personal safety; that no 
concession or submission could reinstate him in the turban 
which he had resigned, and on which I consider the tranquil- 
lity of Scinde depends. The major returned with Boostum's 
son, to whom I explained, that his father is perfectly safe in 
person ; that he will hold his own lands, according to your 
lordship's draft of the new treaty, but must lose what is at- 
tached to the turban ; that I would march to Emaum Ghur 
ai)d place a killedar of Ali Moorad in that fortress, but the 
old man might return to Kyrpoor, or live where he pleased as 
a simple Ameer. This son seemed satisfied with all this, and 
I therefore consider that Upper Scinde will be tranquil, de- 
spite of the other sons, and of the Hydrabad Ameers. 

"Journal. January 8th, Tujul. — The day before yester 
day was more like a desert than yesterday's march, and this 
day we have thick jungle and large trees: this country must 
have water, and much of it might be cultivated, but certainly 
there is a great deal of sand. Yesterday's march ten miles, 
this day eleven : no European ever here before. 

" January 9th, Luk. — ^A better name than Doom ! This 
march eleven miles, the road hilly, sand deep, but we arrived 
safe, and are in a punch bowl, or small plain, without an 
opening : with rain we should be quickly flooded. I dug 
nine wells, good water in all : had we failed there was plenty 
on the camels. Our march to-morrow begins with a very 
steep sand-hill, and very deep ; so I turned out the 22n4 
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^feldiera this eveniug, and lliey mu the guna up itwilh clieers 
'n five jninates, ihough from bottom to top is not less thiin 
fwnr hundred yards '. What fellows British soldiers are ! all 
jgLiug luid joking, end such strength ! We all thought it 
b a job that dinner was put off an hour, thinking there 
pauid be two of labour: the fnitli of theAmeers will vanish, 

I epell has been broken in five minutes ! 
Ir" January lOih, Witreo. — A wild place, very little food for 
mela; one well, which we exhausted quickly, but plenty of 
ter on the camels : immense ennd'hilk like (he ridges of u 
|i, pasi^ed with much labour, but we got the guns over. 
-*' Januury Ilth, Puddree. — Another wild place, one well, 
wbtcli soon failed, but plenty of water ou the camels : more 
tod-hills and hard labour to get along. 
"January I2ih, Emaum Ghur ! — Desperate sand-hills, 
I whole march of ten miles over a sea of sand I The 
i»a evacuated ! 

h. — The aands we passed yesterday, indeed for the last 
if tliree days, were very wild and deep ; yesterday it was 
B a aea, or ratlicr like a vast plain of round hilU and gro- 
iqae-sbupcd ground, deeply covered witli drifted sand, chan- 
lUed or ribbed with little lines like sand on the seu-shore, 
1 full of sheils. It was with much labour we drew the 
i lb. howitzers over these hills by men and camels eon- 
ined, fourteen camels and sixty nieu to each, and so reached 
)n«itD Ghur. 

" 'JTie Ameers deemed this place out of European reach, 
I ID truth nnUirally so, for if we had been opposed the 
Kcullies would have been great. Had we been unable lo 
t guides ; bad the wells been filled up or destroyed by 
I, or filth ; had we been constantly peppered by swift- 
opponents with their matchlocks from every sand 
^ in fuind'holes, giving their shot and then flying, 
i have been a job ; ibr wn bad no cavalry to pursue, 
[ think cavalry could in that deep sand catch a 
i these tilings happened we o 
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not haye reiiched ihe fortress for & long time. My caJcula- 
tion Lowever included all these matters, I looked iDdeed 
for a march of three weuks. beuriuse my mHrksmen sunttered 
round the column could only have gune a short disiHDc« each 
day, and my expectation was even to have halted for sup- 
plies. In short my march has been one of great pood lack 
or it would not litive heeo made in so short a time, and with- 
out loss ; nevertheless, liuving foreseeii and prepnred for oU 
mishaps they could only have delayed, not bafited me. 

"Lord Ellenborougb, January J a tb. — The desert presented 
some difficalties, but we overcame them. Ourburtben cameli 
are miserable animals worn out in Afghanistan, yet we liuvr 
lost only eight or nine out of six hundred. The camel bat- 
tery acquitted itself admirably, not a single camel knocked 
up, and the last three days have been very trj'ing, as scared' 
any food could be got. The Bombay governmeut dow nri 
allow flour for the camels of this hnttery, which is, I am told 
by Captain Whitlie, neoessary, and is given by all pritale 
persons to their camels. The powers of tJiese animals ban 
also been ov«rml«d ; four are allowed to each of ihose he«»T 
guns, whereas each should have eight draught and two span 
camels. I ordered sixteen to be taken with each, and tiiej 
were all required. The whole establishment is faulty, and 
its great utility renders this worthy of consideration. Ti' 
my astonishment I ibuud that none of tbo men oxeept Ihf 
Europeans wero soldiers ! I wrote to Sir G. Arthur oboni 
these poor drivers some time ago, but have not yet had an 
answer : tbey are very ill treated. 

"This fortress is exceedingly strong against any force 
without artillery, the walls forty feel high, one tower fiHy 
feet, and all built of humed bricks. It is a square wiili 
round towers, and surrounded by an exterior wall, fiftwm 
feet high, lately built with the view of opposing ua I belime. 
AVtihin WHS a vast quantity of powder, distributed in various 
parts and built up so as to be concealed : there are son" 
bomb-proof chambers, but against heavy guns it could »»' 
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staod. All Moorad hns accompanied me, aud though inis- 
cltievous in somo respects has behaved well towards us, nud 
given every assistance. Our diiEcuItiea must have been evi- 
dent 10 his highnesa, and I have some idea lio accompanied 
us expressly to ascertain how far we could be opposed in 
cases of need ! ^VheD I reflected on this, and that Emaum 
Gbnr can only serve to foster confidence in the Amecra of 
both Scindes when discontented or rebelhous, and wo might 
sooner or later be forced to another and perhaps more 
penloua march, ray resolve was to blow it down : it belongs 
lu Ali Moorad, who consents. 

" I shall return the day after to-morrow as far as Tujul, 
where the road branches off to Dhingee ; and if my intelli- 
^noe gives reason to behevo tliat any force he still there I 
will march upon it with this detachment: they have no re- 
fuge now, and must either fight or cross the Indus, or dis- 
perse. I am now going to order all the Ameera or their 
vakeels, to meet Major Outram at Kyrpoor, and trust the 
treaty will now go on smoothly. I hear that the fort of 
Shah Ghur refuses to receive Ali Moonid's killedar; if so 
I must march from Dejee against it, for all information got 
here agrees that there is no water or road from tJiis to Shidi 
Ghur. If necessary 1 would ti^ to pass, but my force is too 
small to divide, and reports of gathering tribes at Dhingee 
luakeitneoessary to leave Shall Ghur alone at present." — Ke- 
(lorto were constantly brought hy riders on swift camels whom 
he had appointed for that purpose when entering the desart. 
Sir G. Arthur, January 15th. — Keports reached me at 
3e of tiie gathering of troops at Dhingee. Had I 
"Wttehed against thorn hrst, they, confiding iu Emaum Ghur 
M A refuge, would have fought my small force. If they did 
not fight they would have tied here, and I must have fol- 
lowed by a circuiloUB route ; hut by marching at once on 
Emstun Ghur and blowing it up, we cut them off from the 
dcwrt, and having them now between us and the river they 
thsT might perhaps hwe fi 
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Emaum Ghur at their back, tliey will oolfiglitnon-. I liare 
sent Oiiirnm to KTrpoor, orderiug all llie Amwra to iu«t 
him, or send vnkeels with full powers. Bui being sure ihev 
will trj- to play their usual iusidious game I have told iliera, 
that if any vakeel has not full powers I «-iii seize his moster'f 
ttrritories in tlie dhuic of the Company. I am coDvinwJ 
tliftt I &m right in sdeciiiig Outram to bo my commissiouer, 
bm lliink Lord Ellenborough is not pleased. I was olnnisl 
sure this would be when asking for Ontram, but ihoughiii 
juat both by him and by the public, I fear Lord K. hiu 
been deceived about him, which I sincerely regret tad nil 
lose no opportunity of seeking to remove: it is bowereri 
very delicate affair." — Lord Eilenborough was not deceired, 
Charles Napier was, 

" Old Roostum has again placed himself in my bands. I 
suppose the old dotard will not make a secoud Ml, tho' be 
is welcome if he pleases. I have thus, I hope, managed ic 
carry, through the penal treaty dictated by Lord E. and wiiii- 
out bloodshed. My plan of action has been single from b^ 
ginning to end, viz. giving the Ameers time to reflect upon 
everytliing, but telling tliem the consequences of non-cotn- 
pliauce, and then doing exactly what I told them would bi- 
done. I never by hesitation gave them hope of bulljinj 
me. Had I allowed myself to be mollified by their dcoeil- 
ful, and even base tone of submission, ibey would Iiave per- 
suaded themselves I was afraid, and we should have Lad a 
buttle; forBooslum and all the others are said to be beasilf 
drunk every day after twelve o'clock, and of course linble w 
great excitement. My hope is that this expedition will be 
approved of by Lord E, and yourself, I had no time lowii 
for inatmcUons, tlie rains had fallen, and if the deserliras 
ever to be passed ilml was the moment. I anticipate moff 
difficoUies in returning, but am prepared. 

"The same, January 16th. — Our eyes are full of saud.wrs 
full of sand, noses full, mouths full, and teeth grinding sand ■ 
Enough between our clothes and skins to scour the IniW" 
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5 gold-beater's leaf, one niiglit na well wcnr a sand-pnper 
ihirt. Our shoes are in lioles from dryness, and wc walk 
ts if wc had supplied their pliice with sand-boxes ; our meat 
a all Band, and on an avei'ft)j;e every man's teeth have been 
jToand down the eighth of an intih, according to his appe- 
lite. It is lucky indeed we are so well scoured with sand, for 
tliere is not a clean shirt in camp ! We look ou our shirts 
villi the same regret tliat we do on fac!<;d heauty : alas ! will 
ihe erer be pretty again ;■ Alas ! will they ever bo clean 
igua ? Wo turn them and ttim ihem, yet all remiiios dark 
uid dirty. We brought no baggage, and all the dandies 
look at me as they would at a bad washerwoman, 

" Journiil, January 14th, — I will movo back the day after 

to-morrow, and if the Dlungee folk have not dispersed I 

(iiiist punish them. Their troops are not, as you seem to 

ink, poor harmless peasants taking service against an in- 

i I-. They are regular robbers, each tiibe under its chief, 
■ i>> has no power but when he leads them to mischief, and 
uo plcBsare but in mischief, fiohbers rule this wild country, 
md like robbers ! their bands, if they come across mo, shall 
l>a handled roughly. 

" Jjiuunry 1 5ih. — Eraaum Ghur ia shattered to atoms with 
xa thousand pounds of powder ! The hgbt was grand and 
Iji-llinb beyond description; the volumes of smoke fire and 

'ii.TS flying up wits a throne fit for the devil ! I do not 
this work of destruction, but reason tells mo two things. 

-r. it will prevent bloodshed, and it is better to destroy 

pies built by man than temples huilt by the Almighty. 

.rud, this castle was built and used for oppression, and in 

■lie its ruins will shelter the slave instead of the tyrant. 

I'herson dreamed all night of the explosion. I dreamed 

i.iv beloved motlier, her beauteous face smiled upon me ! 

: 1 going to meet her very soon ? Welt, we shall all meet 
.■ I 11, unle&s this dreadful work of war sends mo to hell, 

;eb is not improbable." 
Imw ponstaully he was disciplining his mind will bo seen 
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in the next letter, written as if in a convent, instead of ft 
desart, and amid the toils dangers and perplexities of war: 
his character was certainly very original ! 

*' January 16th, 1843. — Coruna ! Now at the head of an 
army ! Such is the wheel of fortune ! Now will be seen 
what my talent for politics is. I had permission from the 
governor- general to assemble an immense force to impose 
his penal treaty. I told him it could be done with the 
troops under my hand without bloodshed ; it seems to me 
I have done so, and proved my head suflBcient for command 
in Scinde. This is not going far, but it is as difficult and 
large a command as usually falls to an English general, so 
my trust is not to end my long career with discredit. 

" My first serious command was under Moore at Coruiia, 
and some credit fell to me : mv next on the coast of Ame- 
rica, where no credit was lost, having been twice thanked in 
the public gazette. I was tl)en for three years at the military 
college, and took a first certificate. Afterwards I governed 
Ccphalonia for nine years, and I think Jolm Keunedy and 
myself did there earn honest fair distinction : in two years 
more, but for Adam, we should have brought our work to a 
Gflorious close. My next trial of head was the northern 
district, and some service to the state there I did withont 
bloodshed, as I am trying to do here. !My present position 
is not however to my liking, we had no right to come here, 
and are tarred with the Afighan brush. 

" Such is my recapitulation of a life about to close, my 
hope is, with honour and a clear conscience. My brothers 
George and William have also done their work well. Richard 
and Henry, by giving up their professions for private W^ 
have obtained distinction in that, the best of all. Such 
are our father's sons, but none of us are his equal. 1 
have never seen his equal ; but sous are possibly not good 
judges. However we all resolved not to disgrace him, and 
were he alive he would be satisfied. With all this we have 
abundance of faults. We are all a hot violent crew, to do 
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us justice: with the milk of human kindness though. We 
vere all fond of hunting, fishing and shooting ; yet all gave 
them up when young men because we had no pleasure in 
killing little animals. George and I were bold riders. Once 
at a drag hunt we beat the whole field, going neck and neck ; 
my horse beat his in a lane, but could not clear a five-barred 
gate at the end, and both rolled over headlong, breaking the 
top bar ; George cleared gate, me, and horse, as we rolled 
together. He was a bolder rider than I was, and when his 
blood was up all the devils in hell would not stop him in a 
hunt or a battle. 

"We however always found it pain, not pleasure, to 
^orry poor animals. Lately in camp a little hare got up, 
the greyhounds pursued, and the men all shouted to aid the 
dogs : my sorrow was great and I rode away, yet at dinner 
I ate a poor fowl ! It is not principle therefore on wliich 
we act, it is a painful feeling. As to cat-hunting and dog- 
fighting, feeling and principle unite to condemn ; a domestic 
animal confides in you and is at your mercy ; a wild auimal 
has some fair play, a domestic one none. Cat-hunters and 
dog-fighters are therefore not only cruel but traitors : no 
polished gentleman does these things. Lord Byron said to 
me, ' I am serious when I say I don't believe it possible for 
a fisherman to be a good man,' — meaning anglers for amuse- 
ment, with frogs, worms, &c. My answer was, I am sure a 
cat-hunter and dog-fighter cannot be so : nor a gentleman 
either. To this he assented. But if we Napiers are violent 
it is only for a moment ; neither George, nor Richard, nor 
Henry, are the least revengeful. Wilham and myself are, 
but only where resistance continues. 

"January 17th.— Mitree. Still in the sandy sea with a 
heavy march just over, the infantry pulling the guns. 
Heard from Lord Ellenborough. He wants a fight with 
the Ameers, but the blowing up of Emaum Ghur has struck 
such terror they wont fight with me, advancing as I am 
from the heart of their desert refuge against them. Lord 
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£. 13 alanned lest mj wmnt of troops mmj caose a defeat, or 
rather should pferent a decided Tictory; but a most decided 
one has been gained without bloodshed. 

^'JanoarrlBth. — Lok. A dieadfiillT-fiLtigning march — ten 
Terr high sand-hiDs^ and the soldiers did not pull well. Padd j 
is not perserenng in di^gieeable things, and certainly there 
is no pleasore in dragging two 24 lb. howitzers over steep 
sand-hills. This is our worst march, two more will clear 
the desert, when proTisions and water will again abound 
Letters from Lord £. approTing all I have done: great 
abuse in some of the papers of my review at Sukkur, and 
of my order about riding orer people." 

This order exhibiting his sarcastic vein run thus. ' 

" Gentlemen as well as beggars may, if they like, ride to 
the dcYil when they get on horseback ; but neither gentle- 
men nor beggars have a right to send other people there, 
which will be the case if furious riding be allowed in camp 
or bazaar. The major-general calls the attention of all the 
camp to the orders of Lieutenant- Colon el Wallace, 18th 
ultimo, and begs to add, that he has placed a detachment 
of horse at Captain Pope's orders, who will arrest any 
offender ; and Captain Pope will inflict such fine, or other 
punishment, as the bazaar regulations permit. This order is 
to be published through the cantonments by beat of drum, 
for three successive days, and Captain Pope is not empow- 
ered to let any one off punishment, because, when orders 
have been repeated and not obeyed it is time to enforce 
them : without obedience an army becomes a mob, a canton- 
ment a bear-garden. The enforcement of obedience is like 
physic — not agreeable, but at times very necessary. 

"Journal, January 19th. — Tujul. Day's march long but 
easier, the coimtry more level and the sand harder. To- 
morrow clear of the desert, for my interest is to march 
towards the river and throw myself on the direct road to 
Hydrabad. The Ameers want to get us into the hot wea- 
ther. My supplies will meet me at Bankia, and thence my 
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reh will be to Peer Abubekr, a ceiitrnl position, from 
BOce to full if necessftry uithei' upon tbo Ameers at 
ydrabad or those of Kyqjoor. If all goes smooth with 
ntram I sb&ll merely halt a day or two at Abubekr, to 
tp up ibeir alarm and rest ray camels before returning 
'Sukkur: but if the Ameers are bamptiotin a rapid march 
iHydrabad shall give them a greater frigiit than tliey have 
had: if they will fight I am resolved to attack any force 
y can assemble, trusting to my twelve guns. 
'Bankiii, January 20.— Short march, water scarce: k 
rch to-morrow and start at night. 
'Peer Abubekr. 21st. — Marcli of 25 miles. We are n 
in in Scinde proper. One mile eastward we crossec 
ge of hiilB, running southward from Roree: liow much 
Ither south I du nut know. It is low and divides the 
faide from the Thnr, an they call shs desert : nil the 
■ntry east is called Regeestan, or the land of snnd ; and 
It be not no land bas a right to the name. How we re- 
id to get out. ComfortlesH, entirely without clean linen 
clean water and scarcely sufficient food, we are come 
■k to abnodnnce and baggage ! I am now safe. It was 
igether a very Lickhsh position. A simoom might have 
ua a bad berth! They had ugly looks, those vast 
of loose sand, evidently rolled and Tollable by wind, 
lally however I felt assured of success against all ap- 
leaded dilbculties. 

. — Ordered Colonel Pattle — left in command of the 

columns — to break np from Dejee and join me here 

Being now on one of the roads leading from 

If to Hydnibad I shall rest men and camels, and 

Outram's proceedings at KjTpoor : we have good 

and provisions. It is possible these foois may fight: 

, however call them fools for fighting, but for doing 

lly ; ihey ought to have opposed me in the desert, 

all their operations turn on that. If defeated they 

iftve had Omercote and Hydralad to fall back on. 
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and could finally have gone over the Indus to the moun- 
tains. There I could not follow without opening a new 
war, which Lord Ellenborough would probably not like, 
after having just got out of the Auckland war." 

Thus terminated the desart expedition, related with such 
unpretending simpUcity, but thus described by the Duke of 
Wellington. 

** Sir Charles Napier s march upon Emaum Ghur is one 
of the most curious military feats which I have ever known 
to be performed, or have ever perused an account of in my 
life. He moved his troops through the desert against hos- 
tile forces ; he had his guns transported under circumstances 
of extreme difficulty, and in a manner the most, extraor- 
dinai7 ; and he cut off a retreat of the enemy, which rendered 
it impossible for them ever to regain their position." 

The desart march of Marius against Jugurtha s town of 
Capsa is perhaps tlie only enterprize of antiquity resem- 
bling this exploit of Charles Napier; but Marius had a 
powerful force which no enemy could have ventured near; 
whereas Charles Napier defied ten times his own number in 
tlie waste; and that, not to reach a defenceless unwarned 
city as the great Eoman did, but a prepared and expectant 
foe four times his own strength and in a fortress I The 
duke's eulogium may therefore be accepted without abate- 
ment as a soUd truth. 
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Sntimo now on the same timid policy wliicli lie had 
orerborae in Upper St-indo, the gi'ueral hoped to reduce «11 
W quietude without fighting; but influences, before unknown, 
wore driving nil things to confusion. The Belooeheea, chiefs 
and foUowera, liurdy and fierce beyond all other Aeiatic^, 
were bent on war, being inflnmed by rchgious feelings, by 
hatred, and by the expectation of phindering the British 
snn^t whose prowess they despised, judging from tlie de- 
ftats «f small detachments and the great. Cahool massacre. 
Those influences bud swayed old Hoostuni in all his changes, 
oTerboaring his natural dislike to oommotion: and they still 
swayed him ; for having promised to repair to the gencrai'w 
mmp in the desart, he in the night went southwards towards 
im Kons and nephews, tben at Chingee. And again Outrani. 
vheii going to meet the vakeets, found Rooatum in Lis old 
tarap nppurenily without iblluwers, for the wily old man 
Jtept Iiis warriors. 0000, with guns, hidden, and received the 
oommissioner with assurances of entire submission. Being 
then also nrgt^d to go to £yrpoor for settlement of the 
treaty, he, os before, pleaded fatigue and sent Outram on 
\ fixd's errand, promising to follow, but in the night ouec 
I ■>n: retired to Dhingeo. This was not fear but pohcy, 
j.-ndered aa before said by the kindling fury of the 
lie Btloocb race; and he secretly gnldod his suns ond 
rlicwB, though keeping aloof personally nud hovering on 
edge of the desart ready to join in the war, or become 
'ibmissivu according to events. He expected the destruction 
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of I'.ie Emaum Ghur expeilitionjiry corps; but when itre- 
tiimoU to Tujul triutii|]haiit lio dirpcted ilie Tagnot princes 
to retire to Rhoonhern, n liirge furtiess of Ms oirn. soiitfa- 
east of Dhingee, within the de»nrt but baring pleatv of 
water: thither be followed tlieni. 

The Hrdrabnd Ameers had meanwhile onlled nil their 
warriors, fendntories aud ftllies, from mountain and plnin, 
north, west and south, to nssemble at the capital for wsr; 
but they wanted three weeks for the full coDcentralion wiren 
the full of Emaum Ghur struck tbem with terror. Tbev 
would then have submitted, but for the menaces of the n- 
grant princes, who were filled with fury, and being secondol 
by the fierce warrior tribes were more dreaded lliiiD I 
British general. However, in their first ten*or the ti 
Ameers forbad the vagraut prineea to cross tjie ] 
Sciude frontier, and even sent vakeels to Kyr^ioort- 
h we ver within the prescribed period, not with full powCT. 
Sobdar excepted, for he was playing with a more siifailo 
deceit than even Boostum. The real object with all was lu 
gain time for their forces to ossemhlo and to bring in the boi 
season. Many of the bravest feudatories, coming from ibe 
northern liills, a distance of two hundred miles, were iko 
close to the British camp; and to mask their movvtuW 
other vakeda were tieni to the general, avowedly ns ambitf- 
eadors, really as spies, and bearing with them letters to 
hasten the advance of the distant tribes. 

Now also Untram had his secret views. The vilest of lb* 
Bombay jouruals had been filled with fulsome bomb«« 
about his ahiliLiea, aud sneers at Sir C. Napier's imbecility: 
— such was the word. Outram's appointment as coouuis' 
sioner, that generous error of the general in bis favour, «* 
represented as a necessity, a cunning mask for covering d^ 
ficiency with another's talent. To adopt (he Ameors' cbd* 
and disparage Ah Moorad was cssuutiul to support ihi* 
pretensions, and accordingly Outram became loud in pWf^ 
of the Ameers, aud louder in abuse of Ah Moorad— oblivious 
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Kat liis first com muni cations to Sir C, Napier were exactly 
tlie reverse ; oblivious also of tho " Eetum of ComplainlB " 
against the Ameers drawn up by himself and furnisbing 
tie grounds for EUenborougii's new treaty. In that docu- 
ment he had denounced Futteli Ghoree as the ablest and 
most implacable enemy of the British in Scinde: he now 
ilc.-m[tnd{.'(l his release; and lauding the absolute good faith 
of the Ameers, deprecated the employment of military force, 
and strived as strennously as any Ameer to create delays ; 
indeed with such pertinacity as to render it difficult to judge 
whether he considered himself tlieir servant, or that of the 
British government. 

The genera] was not deceived either by Outram or the 
Ameers, but being entirely averse to bloodshed, extended, at 
Ontram's request, the period for a peaceable settlement at 
Kyrpoor from the 20th to the 25th of January. He was 
con%']nced that arms must finally decide, and that he was 
tlius endangering his army; but conscious of ability to re- 
trieve lost advantages he accepted danger ; rather than hasle, 
where life was involved. Amazed however at Oulram's 
sudden change, and attributing it to honest error, he wrote 
ibo following condensed friendly lecture. 

"Major Outram, Jannarj'. — Just received your letter of 
yesterday, which grieves me exceedingly. My whole wish 
and desire is to act with honour towards the Ameers, and 
the history of their case is tliis. Lord Auckland begun by 
a great net of injustice, political injustice, which produced 
ibc treaties. Lord Ellcnhorough then came and had his 
line of policy, viz. to abandon all beyond, and maintain all 
tm the Indian side of the Indus. He found existing treaties 
with 8cinde to maintain, but the only part of his predeces- 
sor's policy in which he appears to agree is the maintenance 
uf free traffic on the Ladus, with possession of certain 
towns on ila banks, tho seizure of which was Lord Auck- 
laod's act; to keep them has been Lord Ellenborough's, i 
mpliftnco with treaties which uo man of ( 
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were well drawn up. With every respect for Lord Auckland, 
Sir H. Pottinger, and the memory of Sir A. Barnes^ I must 
say their fame cannot rest upon the draft of either of these 
treaties with the Ameers ; and I attribute their deficiency to 
the fact, that the framers did not know how to cram injustice 
down the throats of men whom they believed able to resist 
The result was that they left crude, indeterminate, unde- 
fined things which they called treaties, and which they 
either had not the abihty to foresee would end in mischief; 
or, foreseeing, had not moral courage to be decided : thus, 
both they and the Ameers, shrinking from a manly explasa- 
tipn which they thought would lead to a rupture, left all 
undecided ! 

** In this state Lord Ellenborough found matters, with the 
additional inconvenience of all our troubles in Afighanistan, 
where we had three distinct wars : — Keane's which was suc- 
cessful because chance made it so ; MacNaughten s, wliich 
chance made unfortunate ; Pollock's, which good conduct 
made successful, but which, as it was necessarily followed by 
a retreat, being only made to patch up wounded honour and 
a false ])olicy, must in history be placed on the same footing. 
It is said now, and will be said by history, that in the 
Affghan war England was defeated, for her object was to 
])hice a king on a throne and she signally failed. Now I do 
not agree with you in thinking the Ameers are fools. I 
think them cunning rascals to a man, if measured by our 
standard of honesty ; but assuredly Lord Auckland's policy 
was not calculated to make them form a higher estimate ot 
us. Well, they saw our defeat and that encouraged them 
to break existing treaties, it gave them heart, and that they 
hoped to have a second Cabool affair is as clear to me as the 
sun now shining. 

" Such is the general outline of reasoning, and events, 
which brought the Ameera and us to the state with which 
Lord E. had to deal; and he, seeing every tiling going 
wrong, — very dangerously wrong too if you had not saved 
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»ro] Eoijlimd'a column,* — aud beiug himself loo Jar 

t with too mnay importiuit ofToirs on haad. deWnntiied tu 

I an officer wiiii powers to deal vriih Scinde and tlie 

Beers : I was solecied and found all iu cooiusion, nothing 

, notLiug positive or deoisivo. My very first entrance 

towed liow iDiitters stood. I saw Lord Auckland's injuii- 

( had made a pretty net, and that nothing but decisive 

i could lireak through it; but I did not know 

itJier Lord E. would take the stime -view of things I did. 

pIeo saw as plain as A It C, that, lis idways must happen 

i therefore always does happen, a great lujustice between 

!uuld not be wound up without minor acts of in- 

^ Now what is to be done ? That which is beet for tlie 

Mment of good goreToment and well-faeing of the 

^ulouon ; and we muet not sacrifioe all this to a minute 

LeBVOur, utterly hopeless, I may say irapossihle, to give to 

B tyrannical, drunken, debauched, cheating, intriguing, 

mptible Ameers, a due portion of the plunder they 

e aioaased from the ruined people they conquered sixty 

t 0^. They are fortunate robbers, one and all, and 

Igh I moBl decidedly condemn the way wo entered thin 

intry; just as honest however os that by which the Tal- 

t {(Ot it from the Kalloras, I would equally condemn 

r pulicy that allowed these rascals to go on plundering 

9 oouatrjr lo supply tiieir debaucheries after we had raised 

r bopes of every respectable man in the country. This 

■ to be Lord E.'s view, and in that sense I 

If I thought Lord E. was acting on an unjust plan I 

d of Boui-se obey my orders, but should deeply regret 

f posidun. Em I do no such thing : the whole injustice 

I oonmiiled by Lord Auckland, and such u course of 

Mice conuot bo closed without hardship on some one. 

» likely to fall on the Ameers, and on ft crew more de- 

l^notc ten bj Sir C. Nupici — " Outnun bail told mc so and pi:r 
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serving to bear it hardly could it alight It falls heaviest 
CD Boostom, an old worn debauchee, a man drunk everj 
day of his life, breaking his own religious ordinances, and 
even the habits and customs of his country. 

** You say they are all children and fools. Are these then 
the men for whom we should sacrifice the interests of a 
whole population, to preserve them in secure possession of 
their plunder ? Are such men fit to rule a realm ? If we 
are unjust in being here at all, at least let the people and 
ourselves draw from that injustice the benefits of civilization. 
This is my view, and I really think the Ameers* interests 
form a very minute ingredient in the business: least of 
all Boostum, who seems to have no one good or manly 
qualification. Why then support Ali Moorad ? I will tdl 
you. It is not that I think higher of him than of the rest 
Is he better than Boostum ? Yes ! because a man with 
three ideas is better than one who has none! in morality 
perhaps lie is not better, except being more sober. Besides 
I heard from all of you at the Besidency, that Ali had boldJy 
wished to oppose us at first but when he saw it was vain 
became friendly ; tliat he had acted loyally from that time, 
which the others did not, except Sobdar, and he only firom 
the tyranny of his familv towards him. 

** But I cast all these matters to the dogs, not caring if 
Ali be the devil incarnate. We wanted a head, and one not 
made by us but by their own rules, he falling naturally 
into the position. Accident opened a way of thus making 
Ali this head, and I saw if the opportunity was lost it might 
not again occur so favourably ; therefore I promised to make 
liim Bais if Boostum resigned. Tliis Lord Ellenborough 
approved, and I am confident it was right. I learned Ali 
Moorad's consistency of character from you; I learned the 
strength and justice of his claims from you, and have never 
seen anything to make me doubt the justice of your then 
views, both of the claims and the man. I have no more 
doubt of it than I have that they are intriguing against 
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Wm ; liiit tliQt is no affair of mine, neiUier liis nnr Llieii- 
intrigaes will make me inarcli b coat, or Imlt an hour ! And 
if ihcy Bssaaainate him, as he told mo they mean to do, nud 
Uiat the assassin is not ifae Bois ill succession, tho only 
offecl will be chnoging the name of Ali Mooind to Ali 
someLhing else. 

" It is the Hais, not the mnn we have to deal vfiih ; and 
Uiat Kais must be our slave, dependent ; his real interest 
■ml that of the population nre one, and that one must be 
ours also, \iz. yood goveifiment ! Can the Scindians ex- 
pect this under Roosiuni :' or under the intriguing posse of 
Talpoors ',' Certainly not. I see hut two parties with one 
inicrest: — my own country and the population of Scinde. 
riio Buis 1 consider a convenience: the Talpoor family I 
.1.1 not consider at all, nor see why we should support their 
.iTijtist power, or secure to tltem the amassed plunder of iiii 
..iitiappy population. I cannot abandon this general view 
u, enter into the details of family arrangements, and a vilr 
faiiuly too : still less do T think the governor- general cnn 
enter on sncb minutiae: we have to do willi the rulers of 
Scinde only. They are, you say, eighteen in number; we 
ctD reduce ihera in Upper Scinde to one, and if possible we 
ought to do the stmie in Lower Scinde ; then ihe population 
^ »iU have a chance: one robber may be controlled but to 
Kntntrol a gang of eighteen is more difficult. 
^V*^* These rulers by breach of treaty have obliged the 
■■ governor- general to inflict a penal treaty ; he gives up all 
tribute und takes land, and what we have to do is, so regu- 
lue the details of exchange, as to make the sacrifice of thf 
value of land taken, beyond that of tribute remitted, fall 
upon those deemed guilty and not on those deemed innocent. 
I wriginnlly proposed an exchange of tribute against terri- 
(uty, giving Lord Ellcnborougb all the information you and 
■B'Mold collect. I believe it was tolerably correct. He cou- 
^KUered that the Ameers deserved signal puuishment, iiud 
decided upon the draft treaty sent down; it leaves, as 
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you tell me, about £100,000 yearly for the puDished chiefs: 
you must agree therefore that tliey are not left to ' starve.' 
I have thus given you my view from first to last, and do not 
believe it very different from your own ; but in any case it 
is right to expleun it in order to remove any objectionable 
ideas. 

*' It is true that, right or wrong, I throw the whole bu^ 
then of the treaty on Lord Ellenborough's shoulders. To 
be sure I do. He is the responsible authority, I am onlj 
answerable for the information I furnish him. If Parlia- 
ment impeached him, as it did Warren Hastings, he could 
not throw his responsibility on me, he would be laughed 
at. All he could do would be to say, I acted on Napier's 
information, that was good or bad. I gave him such orders, 
he executed them well or ill. Now I maintain that I gaw 
him correct information, on which he has issued his draft 
treaty, and wo have to arrange the details : i. e. so to apply 
its provisions that the forfeit may be paid by the opposing, 
not the friendly Ameers : but whether it leaves the former 
one, or one miUiou rupees does not come within our com- 
petence. 

** I will give up the whole of this day to the re-perusal of 
your letter and the deepest consideration of all it contains, 
to see if there be any way left, in which I am authorized to 
act, that can make the provisions of the treaty fall hghter 
on the parties who lose : not as thinking they are unjustly 
treated, but to prevent them fighting or rather plundering 
their own people, which they would do without mercy to 
annoy Ali Moorad, as he would otherwise have the plunder 
to himself However one robber under surveillance is less 
mischievous than eighteen uncontrolled. 

" I make no apology for this long letter. You and I 
have one object, which is to arrange the treaty with all the 
regard to honour and justice the case admits of, that we 
may not sacrifice the great primary interests of the British 
government and those of the great population on the banks 
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^Hpths Indus, to ihe very sncondary interests of n wonlilcss 
^HpDlily of robbers. If my view be erroneous, lell me so and 
^^l¥e yoor rcnscins. Believe me, I am too impreaaed witli 
tlio responsibility uf my pusiiion to listen to your argum»Dt!i 
Jill prtjudioe : on ilie contrary, everything you say has 
iill weij-ht Prove to me that I flm in error luid you shall 
Mv ihnl 1 will correct myself; but n deep conbideraliou of 
iJie enliji-ct liiis produced the foregoing reflections, and no 
light iliat my mind can furnish gives a different view of the 
subject. I am not likely to he influenced by every wliipper- 
Bnapper cliap who iancies he can govern : nine yenra at the 
lim*i of a government Uugbt me that very few know any- 
thing of tlic miittfir; and those few constantly commit 
errors. Tiierefure, were J tu assume that I am one of the 
few, whiL'h ! do not, still I should feel bound to attend to 
iind give my best consideration to everything said by suiih 
a man ns you, fur fi'ee diacussions produce truth. Yuu iinve 
my full view, put hastily together and without conneciiou. 
Ibr I have written my letter in an hour. But if in talking 
ihis matter over with lirown, either of you diffur with me 
tell mc your reasons, and if I persevere in error it will he 
"ith my ej-es open, and you will have done your part to the 
pnhlic and increased my deep regard. 

" P.S, I think your going to Hydrnbad good, but let us 
lir«( see what n few days' delay and a march on my part 
towards Kydrahad on ihe 27th will do." 

Ooiram had proposed to go as an envoy to Hydrabad, 
l^hig he could surely bring the Ameers to reason ; fur in 
llnfinnnr of all secret information, and rejecting all aseer- 
tuned facta, he persisted in oeserliiig that the Ameers htid 
DO design to war. and that bis presence at Hydrabad would 
tUiQr all unt^nsiness : he thus thought to justify tho asaer- 
lioiM of his Bombay associates, namely, thai he only could 
oondaot tbe afl'airs of Soiude. Happily for England, and 
Ik ^m oppressed people of the country those afl'ain were in 
j^haods of a man of talent and oharacter. 
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"Journal, January 23rd. — Peer Abubekr. My troops 
from Dejee have joined. Heard from Outram : the Ameers 
are very tricky, which worries him, but does not worry 
me. He enters too much into their intrigues; at least 
he attaches much importance to them, whereas I attach 
none ! They may intrigue as they please, my road is clear. 
If I depended on all, or any one Ameer, the case would be 
different : if a man trusts a rotten branch he will tumble 
from the tree ; but my trust is in my three thousand mea 
here, and the eight other battalions I can bring down. Whit 
have we to do with Uieir petty rascally intrigues ? I will 
walk over them all as I do over the stubble before my tent 
It is clear that we must move on Hydrabad to quell these 
fighting cocks. 

"January 24th. — Outram is a clever fellow, but he seems 
to have been so long accustomed to Indian tricks that he 
thinks them of real importance. He is now so full of Ali 
Moorad's intrigues tlmt he draws conclusions quite erro- 
neous: all Araeers are knaves, Ali Moorad is an Ameer, 
ergo Ali Sroorad is a knave ! But this syllogism is not 
sufficient for Outram. He has worked up such a super- 
structure on Ali Moorads foundation of knaven*, that lie 
fancies the man cannot eat his dinner without haviug a 
deep intrigue in his pillau : and thus exciting himself Iw 
daily adds to the virtues of the other Ameers, until we 
might imagine them the most ill-used pereons alive. They 
jire daily committing themselves, and Outram attributes it 
all lo Ali Moorad's advice. How is this? Thev know Ali 
as well as Outram knows him, being his brothers, nephews, 
and cousins ; they are also his enemies, and he theirs, as 
Outram says and probably truly, yet they choose unac- 
countably to take his advice in preference to mine and 
()u tram's ! 

'* They are furious at the penal treaty imposed for their 
treason to us ; this naturally produces a desire to resist, and 
they try to oppose my operations by bullying, by robbing 



61it Year.] EPOCH XIII. PEKIOD V.-SCISDE. 30:i 

my daks, raisiDg troops, pretendiug submission to gnin tinif, 
nnd so forth. Outrain attributes nil tliis lo All Mtiornd ! 
Tbat All, like all barbarian prinues, is inclined to nuy and 
pvery Irick is likely; so are tiio other Ameers, but thnt 
il'looks, nnd, in bis indignation against Ali 
irad, he every day puts such a Tresh coat of wbitewosh 
the others tiiaC tbey will soon be apostles : they are 
leed fifteen, hut as he condemns three, namely AU, 
Kban, and Meer Mohamed, the right number is 
obtained. These eposlles are however daily drunk wilh 
bhang; they are daily playing tricks on us; daily robbing 
iheir own people, Outram's own letter to Lord Kcane 
prOTes clearly that they pillaged tbat officer's army in (he 
grossest manner, nnd nearly starved it ; and a more base 
and disgusting set of knaves never made a land unhappy. 
Yd he, Ontram, now lliinks them a second edition of the 
apostles, and also of maityrs, and abuses Ali Moorad I who 
by the woy has always behaved loyally to us, as all the 
politicals. Outrnm amongst the rest, have told me. 

■' I much feiir this will cause great delay in our treaty, 
iiud (but 1 have made a mistake in appointing Outram. If 
will become a panizan for that old animal Hoostuin there 
^1 be DO end of our negotiations. Roostum bos become 
and silly before his time, from drunkenness and de- 
Itnuc-herj-. Outram calls him ' venerable old man.' Vene- 
rable because be has grey hair. So have I, without being 
veil arable. 

'" January 25th. — Outram says the vakeels will not meet 
iit Kyrpoor ; and he is daily growing a stronger partisan of 
the ioimtcal Ameers, whom awhile agone he abused to Sir 
^eane, ' pis que pendre,' find most justly. And 
luse I will not sufi'er them to train mo iuto a similar 
he calls them ill-used! not by me, but deceived by 
Ali Mourad ! Now tlie least consideration would fix the 
truth. Uoostum lias known and been in constant intercourse 
iM'^Olltrt"^ Sot TMWt hfl kmurs that OuttBBi wiahw hini 
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well, and Outi'am has twice seen him, twice advised him 
within the last three weeks : twice be has promised to act by 
Outram's advice, and twice done exactly the reverse the very 
next day ! Yet Outram believes that Boostum, his sods, 
and nephews, are all under the influence of Ali their bitter 
enemy — so called by him and them, yet he takes Ali 
Moorad*8 advice in preference to the advice of Outram him- 
self, whom they all believe to be their friend ! And in the 
same breath he says Ah is a fool, and that they are fools! 
When it is objected, that to influence enemies against ineads 
demands talent. Oh! Sheik Ali Hussein, a clever fellow, 
rules him ! Does that choice mark folly ? 

*' I see the whole case. Outram has fallen from the vast 
power given to him as chief political ; he admits, the pro- 
priety of this, and tried to school his mind to what he feels 
is rights but during that hard trial for an enthusiastic mind 
he had another blow to bear, for which he was unprepared. 
He felt his own merit and that of those who served under 
him, and when he expected thanks, and where rewards even 
were due, Lord Ellenborough oflfered -personal insult and 
contumely in a way that — were he Mr. Ellenborough, 
Outram would have made him answer personally. His 
position precluded that, and the insult has rankled in bis 
mind so that he can no longer judge impartially where 
Lord Ellenborough enters. That Outram is out of favour 
is wholly the fault of General England, of his defeat at 
Hykulzie. England tried to save himself from odium by 
crushing Lieut. Hamersly. Lord E. beUeved Hamerslyiii 
fault, Outram defended him ; Lord E. vexed at the defeats, 
and not over- conversant with militarv aftaii's, fell on both. 
and does not see how unjust he has been: this is a serious 
wrong." 

It has been shewn that all this animadversion vas 
founded on the false information given by Outram : Lord 
Ellenborough had done no wrong, and was safe in any 
capacity, Outram's taste being to be fiercest at a distance. 
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Jonaary 27ili. — Alice ka Tnnda. We left cump iliia 
"■"rning, r fltteeu-mile inarch. Tlie Ameers are coUucling 
'"'-•ea 10 meet me the 29lb. I am runtly. I thouglit this 
I ' sstble, tlioiigb unlikely, and ordered Jacob to march with 
''ic Scinde horsemen by [be di'ik rond, while I marched by 
I ill' river road, which rune nearly panillel. Tlie duk rojid 
'iiits tbe desert and turoa all these wild claps in upon me ; 
It' we meet I mill turn their rif^ht ajraiu, if 1 can ; they oau- 
rmi pass tbe river and must surrender or he shoved into the 



" Helleanec, January 2Stb. — A very large village with 

1 mosques, a town lit ibis hmd of sheds and casllea, 

rery and lyranny. of great riches aud great poverty — 

'wliore ruins, nowbero anything arising. Uutram calls 

■ patriarohal government.' Ob dear ! How prejudice 

a the view, Tbesu Talpoor patriarchs roun(W)cinde 

\ yenrs ago flourisliiug. and now every town is ruined, 

_ mllurB ond commeroe all but annihilated, the people 

fiule better than wild animals, and living in straw sbeds, or 

TOch wretched mud -houses as would ' beggtu: all Ireland.' 

Patriarchs ! 

" I have bullied the Ameers of Hydrabftd. They have at 
Inst sent vakeels wiib full powers to Oulrimi ; the Kyr- 
poor Ameere still bold out and I am marching on tiieni. 
Tiie Indus on their left is impatisable ; Jacob skirts tbe 
dcsurt on their right with tlOO horsemen ; the Hydrabad 
AmcvTS ri'fiise them shelter, and I bear down on their fmnt. 
This will lame them, or the devil's in ibem, and will make 
Uiem iight, when of course they must btive a devil of u 
ihraaliing: but they will cry peeuavi or disperse. 

" January yOUi, — Kundiarco. Short march, road good. 
A large village, pretty, clean, and on a hill, overlooking a 
Uia^ifieont plain alluvial and boundless!" 

AfTairB were now coming to a crisis. Each hour events 
and changes happened, and being only cursorily noted in the 
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The period first nppointed for ibe assetubly of vakeels at 
Kyrpoor was, as sliewn, extended to the 2(iili of Janiiiir)-, 
it was again extended lo the 1st of Februnrj' : so rwIucUnt 
was the general to hasten on war. Meanwhile the Hydrabad 
vakeels were, although without full powers, sent back vriiii 
compliments, because Major Outrntn had now obtained n 
reluctant consent to go to Hydrabad, Sir C. Nnpier how- 
ever, as seen, continued hia march to give effect to the uego- 
tiation, and in that view wrote amicably to the Ameen, rei 
ended with a atera intimation that he would effect his objtd 
by force if necessary. They were then huwever thcmadvw 
intent on war : they had stopped the (lake, had stolen \ix 
means of emissaries the geiieral's con^espondence wiili 
Outrnm, had sent armed parties down the Indus, from Hjdra- 
had, to slay the British detai;hmontB and followers, and Ur 
plunder the militnry posts, hod tlirown the country into win- 
fusion and called ou the whole Beloochce race to tight for 
Islam. The most distant tribes, north south and west, from 
hill and plain, were hastening to Hydrabad, whither Hooaani 
had also now repaired, leaving his sons and nephews ffilh 
7000 men and seven guns at Khoonhera, on the left flmk 
of the British. Moreover Sliere Mohamed of Meerpour. 
although in no way menaced or mixed up with the pen*] 
treaty, had prepared a large force to join iho camp atHydm- 
bad, and had offered Umeroote in the desart as a baseind 
refuge for the Kyrpoor vagranis. 

To give time for assembling all these forces every deceit 
was practised on die general and his ComtnisEioner Ouinun: 
and with tlie latter tlie Aineers succeeded, even to their own 
amazement at his folly. Fersuadipg him tlinl uu tntojis 
wore assembled, even while they were entienchiug a whole 
army within a few miles, they signed the treaty in solemn 
dhurbar one day, and next morning bribing hia moonsboi 
to steal it from his desk, tore it in pieces, Laving prc^-iou^lj' 
prepared a plot to murder him in the dhurbar : a plot relin- 
quished only in the hope of getting the general into iheii. 
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power. This hope hnd been excited by Oiilrnin, who told 
tfcem thai be lind written to ask tbe gencrnt to quit bia 
■nny end plnce bimself before tliem : tbree limes in one day 
tw had thns written, nnd wiib tbo most strenuous entreaty 
lu Comply: nay! be urged bira, not only to put liimsclf 
lIiaB into their power, but to move his nriny townrds Meer- 
pOor on the side of the desart, where, separflted frfim its 
Wpplies and line of retreiit, having its back to tbe waste, 
JOiTopnded on all points, and without a leader, it must have 
jji'rished ! Wliat his object wna cannot be affirmed, but his 
■iiduct would render any assumption plausible. His es- 
i i.-sdou was, that the genend'a coming lo Hydrabiid would 
rmove all difficulties. Thekeen answer was, "yes! nnd 
ijiy bead from my shoulders," 

At the time be made this insane proposition, twenty thou- 
sand Bcloocbee wariiora were entreocbcd at Jleeonee, a 
few miles off: the Lion of Meerpoor was preparing to join 
thnn with twelve thousand ; two tribes, counting at lcii*l 
^t thousand, were crossing the Indus from (he west wiih 
i same object; the Chandians, ten thousand strong, 
SMintf from the north, were closing on the Britisii n^ar ; 
bKjrrpoor Ameers, seven thousand, were on the loft flank, 
I not less tlian forty thousand other warriors were galher- 
r boliind t}ie Chandians. In fine the Ameers' plan was 
noir ripe, nnd no longer able to hide it even from tlieir 
mtserable dupe Outram, having lost the oppoitunity for 
rminiering bini. and being foiled as to getting the general 
■ n their power, ihoy assailed the Residency in arms, 

Meanwhile the second set of vakeels or deputies hnd 

;,M't Sir C. Napier, and be, willing lo give Oulrum's ncgo- 

lintions free plav, again extended thp terms of peace until 

tlic Slh of February, with a promtso not to advance before 

l|m d*y: ihey in return promised to bring the Kyrjmor 

■Bseen 10 submission, protesting with all imaginable car- 

^^Phess that ihe Hj'drabad princes were entirely obedient. 

^Hhly he believed them, thinking their masters had not 
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courage to fight and undervaluing the Belooehee chivalry. 
He knew the danger was great, and worse it proved than he 
thought ; yet what he knew was enough to trouble the firm- 
est spirit. His spies agreed, one and all, that more thao 
twenty thousand warriors were encamped at Meeanee, and 
that ten thousand others would be there soon: but his 
principal and surest emissary affiimed that forty thousand 
would be found there by the 17th, and that finally eighty 
thousand would be gathered. It was an awful storm 
cloud to face, but with the heart of a hero he bouDded, 
forward. 

** Journal. January 30ih, Beria. — Our march tardy be- 
cause of the nullahs : watercourses is the right name, but 
we get here a slip-slop way of writing quite contemptible. 
We have mutual instead of common friends : we write, not 
to the person but to his address, and all ditches are nullahs. 
This day deputies from the Ameers met me when riding 
ahead of the advanced guard ; they knew me by my retinae 
but I passed without noiicing them. Glad they were there 
though. For the troops just then appeared, and these 
Scindian grandees were on a slight rise and saw the colunm, 
which could not have been less than a mile and a half long. 
We had a long confab : the fat knaves did their best to make 
me procrastinate, for the hot weather was in their heads, 
and in mine also. However I gave them six days to bring 
in the Kyrpoor Ameers, which they said tliey could not do 
if I moved. After making a great objection to halting I 
pretended to yield; my object really being to wait for sup- 
plies from Sukkur, and for Outram's arrival at Hydrahad. 
Now they are gone, convinced their arts held me back 
though able to go on, which, on necessity, I indeed could 
but would rather not. Mv foundation for defence if at- 
tacked in England is thus widened, having given seven days 
beyond the period of right to act vigorously. This sounds 
and is fair : my object is to be fair without being duped by 
these chaps, who are as full of cunning as an egg is oi 
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; but tcitlier fiur play am couveuience bIioII keep me 
ftoin liostJlitieB boyoud the Gth of Febninrv. 

" Hy Gni how I bnte war and ull its gnmisb 1 The 
exercise uf the ureulive frtciilues is my rnvture, my.bent, my 
liB[)pineB3. It is alBO Joliu Kennedy's. Never did ve diSer, 
except iu tho slope of a road ; but if he ever leads tiiis 
journal hi) will lenrn. that I was qtiJle right about the slope. 
He has it now all his own way in tlie north of Ireland: but 
Jubu Ki'nnedv, a eonalant slope lor twenty-five miles will 
1)01 do. Yon have but one fault, you would keup a poor 
horse on the drag for iwenty-five miles! and for that you 
will hereafter have to walk up a hot iron slope, one in twelve, 
with bare feet. War in natural to me, but I love it not. 1 
Itube to destroy. Everybody was ilebghied to see Eniauni 
Ghtir blown up ; to nje it was pain, 1 was east down, think- 
ing of all the labour and pleasure uonstnicting it bad given. 
YeL I nko thought of its object: that it was a bold for 
robbers, tyrant: a fortress sun'ounded by wilds where thi- 
puot bad only hurtllea to shelter thorn from the sun, wbik- 
tbeir snbsrance was consumed by the lords of the fortress. 
All &lui>rad, delighted like the rest, fired shells into it him- 
self? Man loves mischief. Well, so best, it keeps the 
worl«i sweirl, but for that we should stagnate. 

'• His sister. Nowshara, January 30lh, — The deputies left 
my camp this morning, with my promise to halt here five 
days, while tbey peraundu the Khoonhera Anieera to he sub- 
nuKaive. On the fitb day I will declare open war, but I 
bftve risked this loss of time to spare blood if 1 ean. I 
liBTe also let Outram go to HydrahaJ with the same view. 
VOL nm nltiiDst sorry for doing so : however my intention 
bos been good, and there is still time to strike having 
already gained above a third of the distance to Hydrnbad. 
Tlio Kyrpoor chaps, being refused entrance into Lower 
Sciude and unt oU' from the desert, must give in, fight, or 
dii^erse. If they give iu my gome is won; if they fight 
K vill be destroyed ; if tliey disperse I take possession of 
■ tenitonG& and mv orders are executed. 
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" Tliere will be violent Attacks on Lord Ellenborough's 
treaty, but lliat 'g bis afl'air. You have now the bistorj of 
my operations in the abstract, iind in a day or two this 
letter shall be closed ^Itli an account of the result. Of 
that I feel sure: but whatever it may be it will decide nt 
character as a commander and a politician, bcjng loo oU 
if I losb to make another. Government would indeed lie 
inexcusable to trust me afrf^iD, nor would 1 wish to ba 
trusted: an unsuccessful young comniaudur may Feglin 
reputation, an old one bns no chance. Having duoo all m] 
mind suggested, a iiiilure will be from want of cnlibie(t« 
the difScult negotiations entiuisteil to me, but which I oem 
sought. The most difhc.ull pui'l is being neitlier at jwn 
nor war, but a week will settle all The desert niarcli was 
n nervous matter I assure youl" 

Here this letter suddenly breaks off, but will be resBin«l 
after the battle then impending. 

"Journal. Nowshara, January 30th. — Charles iheFiisi 
lost bis bead on this anniversary, my hope ia not to low 
mine, but I nm in a dangerous position. Hardly aMcb:' 
spare oue day, I have yet given the Ameers live, afier iboy 
had forfeited all claim to even an hour; nor should thev 
have Iiad that hour if a halt had not been necussary for 
my troops. I have secret iufomiation that their aff«l«l 
submission is mere deceit : they have assembled a Urjc 
foree to attack me when off my guard, hut I nrn on my 
guard and they may attack me when they please. If thfv 
would turn out thirty thousand in my front, it would rellow 
me from the detestable feehng of having to deal with pixir 
miserable devils that cannot fight, and. are seeking panles 
by submission. Twenty times a day I am forced to Si 
myself, trust them not, they are all craft, be not 8of\i 

"February 1st. — I have spoken very seriously t 
commanders of corps about the ill-lrealtnent of iIip 
These poor patient creature^ are cruelly loaded, oud when 
they sink under the weight ure beaten, and their 
torn to piei;es by jiuHing and working w make iliw 
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"•l"*;!! ihey only do for a while anJ ihen fall to die, Three 
^^y^ ago filldeD died on the road under cruel treatment, no 
°^ denies the fact : the government order, reinforced by 
"^ne. limila a oamei's load to 330 lbs., and tbia is the 
Tiaxitnum under which an inferior camel can work. Yet I 
'"ivp seized and weighod the loads of many camels, on the 
"larch, which liave passed 800 Ihs. ! A camel is as different, 
ftnii n burse in bis nature as in bis appearance and anatomy ; 
he never recovers being knocked up, but grows weaker and 
Weaker till he dies. Best recovers a horse, it will not restore 
« camel ; iC he does not die outright he remains a poor weak 
object, piteous to behold. 

" The camel also gets the mange, which kills him if not 
ewly Bllended to ; no rest or food will relieve his suflerings, 
and I tun told they absohiti.'ly tear their own flesh with their 
teeth : his slrengib seems a sort of fixed capital, whicli 
every exertion diminishes. Tlieir strong legs bear a great 
weight, and tlieir hardy nature hears up long with little 
food or water, from the powers of the second stomach : 
if fairly loaded he does bis work right well, hut only in the 
desert can be rival the horse or mule; he requires great 
Dureing and is altogether an inferior animal. I was bow- 
uver sirnek by one pecuharity, which makes me hope the 
cunel does not suffer from the horrid treatment inflicted as 
much as a horse or mule. When struck with a heavy cut- 
ting whip by the most rigorous and merciless arm he never 
tUncbos, nor springs, but keeps his solemn majestic walk, 
witli bis nose in the air as if not touched : if he is drawing, 
you perceive a gradual increase of energy but no sudden 
puU, no indicatiou of pain : nor docs be groan. 

" Poor patient brutes. I pity them much, and hope lo 
save them and ourselves from the cursed fools who overload 
tlivin, nud who will cripple my operations: wf Io§e about 
itre uumuls a day uow. In the desert the camel has no 
rival ; his great splay feet never sink in the sand, the heat 
^Wai trvnies him ; be defies thirst beyond all other heastn, 
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and eats ell tbat is to be had : Dor does be re<]uire a great 
deal. All he asks is not to be overloaded, and nature lias 
pointed this out so clearly to him and us, that this heast «bo 
shows no sign of paiu or conipltunt when whipped mukes 
most piteous muanings and gronlings when too much is 
being put upou him : they are his remonstrances, which (he 
two-legged beasts will not listen to and the poor camels are 
killed by brutes. 

" Nowshaia, February 2nd. — Marauders last night pJun- 
dered near our camp. Charged on the Belooohees, biU U 
would not surprise me if it was our camp followeis; ye; 
having flogged a dozen or two for such things, ihey wooH 
baldly have had courage. To a Belooubee plunder | 
virtuous exercise of his gifts, but I doubt Uieir i 
near our camp. 

" February 3rd. — Jacob's horse, 500, are at Synd Nrt 
all communication with the desert is tlms cut off. I iB 
nervous about the heat. Five days ago we had ice, loi 
now the sun keeps e\'erybody stripped in tents ! There i» 
no sickness yet, but this sun will soon form an hospital; 
however, being on the river, my sick can go up by water ib 
Sukiur. I will stand no more hiamcy, at which the Antcen 
would heat any Irishman that ever drunk whiskey. Ho« 
can Outfam be so deceived by these men ? iliey have hum- 
bugged oui politicals for five years ; every dog has his day, 
so have the Ameers ; but if I am not self-deceived tbeii 
reign of humbug is now over. 

" February 4th. — My spies say reinforcements are pouring 
in : fifteen hundred of them said to be passing near Jaci<i'. 
and my orders to him are, to avoid n culhsion if passible, but 
1,0 stand no insult. Nuseeer Khan, Mahomed and Shadoil. 
have sent me a most impudent tiicky letter, it aliall not lit 
answered. 

" February 5th. — The Ameers of KjTpoor are nut gone, 
they said they were going but wo not gone: they shall nut 
deceive me. The ' Bombay Times ' has a lidiculonE £i 
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Bnde nbout Ontram. Luckily I am Dot of a jealous dis- 
posiuoQ or this would moke me angry ; it will make Outram 
so, it plnces him in such a ridiculous light to those who 
know he had Dothiug to do with the aS'air : he is too dehcate 
unci fine a fellow to sit quiet under such fidse prdae." — 
Htf not ouly did sit quiet, hut was reasonahly suspected of 
iiaving written it himself. 

" February 0th, Sudooja. — The politicals fancy the Ameers 
are fools, but they are adepts in diplomacy, and will fool me 
tf I am not sharp. This day I sent those of Ilydrabad an 
injunction to turn the KjTpoor Ameers out of their territory, 
or they should be all treated as euemies. It was on tlie 
18lh December that, by Lord Ellenborough's orders, I 
directed ihem to dismiss ihdr troops, and to this day I have 
refriuDed : my patience has been great, and if I delay 
longer it will bo disobedience of orders, and risking tho 
safety uf my own troops. Outram is therefore directed to 
tell tbem, that if their armed men ore not dismissed in- 
n&ntly, they shall bo by force of arms. The question is 
now brought to this point. My orders are precise and must 
be obeyed. The Talpoors and their Beloochee robbers op- 
poflD us. tliQ people Hock to us and follow us. Our bazaar 
is la^er and betlsr supphed than that of Sukkur, though 
the Ameers are working heaven and earth to starve us; 
but my rigid diaciphne, and money, brings them all to us. 
The richness of the soil is indescribable ; it is Egypt ; yet 
mate and desolate because the robber rules : when he falls 
^^^RHisant may cultivate in safety, not till then. 
^^nfoorah, February Tth. — Abuse in the newspapers : one 
^^p I do nothing; another that I do all myself: a third 
tfmt I take no advice or suggestions— not far wrong. A 
fottilh, iliat aware of my own imbecility, I am entirely 
guided by Outram ! Ain't I a funny fellow ? However a 
Isuer irom Lord Ellonborough attributes the prospect of 
ponee in ^Indc mainly to my ' decision and enterprizc;' — 
; to the desert march, which now appears to people 
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an easy matter : it was before looked on as an ugly job, and 
it might easily have been so. 

"Doutulpoor, February 8th. — Nothing new, save my 
having given a hard-headed native a blow on the forehead 
with my fist, for brutality to a camel, and as my horse spnmg 
forward at the instant my hand was horribly sprained : had 
it knocked my firiend down it would have been some 
comfort, but his head was like an anvil. These cbaps 
will, for a bet, butt with their heads like rams, running at 
full speed, sometimes two or three courses before one is 
stunned. 

"Kaja Ke Gote, February 9th. — Just heard that the 
Beloochees swear they will march against me the 11th. 

"Sukurunda, 10th. — Long march.* Fitzgerald arriYed 
with a letter from Outram ; he found Jacob near this, who 
has thus left the desert open ! Well, it can't be helped, there 
was not water or food, and as I have cut them off thdr 
desert fort they cannot fly there. Fitzgerald thinks they 
can collect eighteen thousand horse, and some two or three 
thousand infantry, all badly armed : — twenty thousand 
against less than three thousand ! If they have courage 
they may annoy me sadly by a harassing warfare : but all 
this I expected, it is the nature of these things and must be 
met with resolution, activity, and some severity; the latter 
by far the most disagreeable part, yet in war one's point must 
be won, gently or roughly, but it must be won." 

The Fitzgerald mentioned above had been detached from • 
Emaum Ghur to explore the desart road to Balmeer, on the 
side of India. ** He volunteered it from a spirit of adven- 
ture," said Sir C. Napier, " and he is a zealous, bold, and 
very powerful young man, and a good surveyor." He was 
then beginning to ascertain the qualities of the young men 
around him, and at this time again tells Lord Ellenborough 
— he has " met with few men of Lieut. Rathbome s calibre, 
who is unassuming as he is able ; that he knows not if be 
is a 'splendid Persian,' or has 'passed in the languages' 
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bich aeem to bo the acme of genius and knowledge in 
India, but be would serve well in any po&t." 

"February IJth, Sukuriiiida.— Halted al tlie request of 
Ontnini, and because my camels were tired. The sun very 
powerfuL My spies say the Ameers' plim is to figbt if I 
march on Eoonbera ; but if on Hydrabnd the Kyrpoor 
Belooehees will march northward to uttack All Mooriid : a 
good plan, but not so easily executed as tliey imagine. 

" Feb mar y I2tb, same place. — A provoking thing has 
occurred. Some armed Belooch cavalry passed Jacob's 
camp ; he arrested them of course, but they refuse to come 
in OS prisoners, or to be disarmed. A squadron of regular 
cavalry has gone to bring them here, and my hope is that 
□umbers will bully them into submission : if not, some will 
be killed, and it would be no surprise if n rescue was at- 
tempted OD ibe return. If diey get slain it will be bad, as 
Outraui has just written that tlje Ameers have faithfully 
promised to sign the treaty as yesterday. 

" February I3th.— The Ameers did not sign tie treaty on 
the I lib, because it was the last of the Moh arum or holy 
fen^t : they are humbugging Outram again. He writes, 
lliBt the Ameers had not yet signed; this was on the 12th. 
Another dispatch at 3 o'clock v.u.; they had not then 
BJf^ed ! He says, 'not a man in arms is at Hydrahad.' 
Wliy they have been marching on that place from many 
directions, and thousands have got there : idi our spies are 
Kgrfed on this. I am pnzzled. He prays me not to move. 
I must move. What work he makes about Roostum's 
Qonres ! but I have my soldiers' health and safety, and my 

^n nliaracler to Ibink of: I have driven these wolves into 

^^■pk and will not be their dupe. 

^^■!tlie twenty-five chiefs seized yesterday are all of the 

^^%t Murree tribe. What luck for me ! On their leader, 
Uyat Kliiiu, chief of the whole tribe, was found an order 
Jruo Malioroed Khan, the Hydrahad Ameer, who is assuring 
a that thoru is no Intention to resist — direedug Hyat to 
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e every male able to wield a sword ami join h 
torious Beloocliee troops at Meefmee ou the 9th. This latter 
is dated the same day as one to me, wlierein the same Ma- 
homed swears his devotion to tho British goverameDt, and 
enireata me not to frighten the Kyrpoor Ameers by ad- 
vancing before the 9th, by wbich time he vould poreuade 
them to sign the treaty." 

When Hyat Khan wub arrested he exclaimed, Whydnyoo 
atop me ? There are 000 Beloochees in a village only a 
COBS off; there are plenty everywhere. This vraa the TtiiP 
ment Outram took to urge the general to quit his army. 

" The knaves thought to assemble thdr troops before I 
was upon them, but accidents intervened. Tbe Belooc^Mn 
would not move until the Mnhanim was over, which oolf 
ended the 11th: meantime I-had got in the wny. Ths 
Murrce tribe indeed passed my camp in the night, but w 
were not looking out, we were waiting for the signed Iiwtj; 
moreover, being in a large jungle, twenty tboiisaiul men 
might pass without our knowledge; but we pinned their 
chiefs, who being a small party expected to pass unmolesiti 
To-morrow 1 march to attack all that meet me annt^d. Ou- 
tram has, at Hydrabnd, one hundred Europeans ^ynd Rffi* 
f 3nent, and thirty sepoys, which, as he says there are no 
J 'iimed men in Hydrabad beyond the usual attendants, cu 
I'deiend the Residency; the armed steamer? are also coUecIwl 
inhere, and the hoase is on the edge of the river. I um gW 
lave had the foresight to send the light company to liim, 
I 'they would thrash five times their number: moreover Sub- 
t iflar, the most powerful Ameer, is our ally ; so is young Hns- 
■ ttein Ab. To-morrowmay be a'day of events. God knows, 
I but with his will I mean this week to end the vacillatiug 
tate my desire to save these fellows has placed ns in. 
" Syndabad, Uth. — Got here witlioutan nitaek. A Cossid, 
f "foot messenger, from Major Outram. Yeaterdoy the AmKR 
1 tU signed the treaty in full dhurbar, except Nusseer Eli&D 
nf Kyrpoor: the Beloochees are furious at ■hat l 
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the cowardice of tlio Ameera. Rightly they call it, if pru- 
deuf% be conardice ; vie coll it tfae better part of valour, and 
it is clearly the wiser part, a great point in war. Outram 
had no sooner quitted the dhurbar than he was insulted by 
an immense mass of armed Beloocheos, who had laid a plot 
lo murder him on his way to the Residency. He is now, it 
is to be hoped, satisfied that there are armed men in Hydra- 
bad ! His three lettere yesterday all assured me there were 
none!!! I have miBlaken the man. He expects to he 
besieged in the Residency, and apphes to me for ammunition 
provisions and reinforcements. He took a guard of thirty 
scpoya from Sukkur, but I, having misgivings of what 
nronld happen, and being convinced he was duped by the 
Ameers and his own anger against Lord Ellenborough, sent 
the light company of the aSnd after him in a steamer, and 
more m^^i6ccnt soldiers nature never turned out of hand 
as Sir Thomas McMahon says. But for those chaps my 
oneasiness would he considerable. Even they may be, as 
Ontratu now suspects, too few, and another steamer has 
therefore gone down with 50 men and 10,000 rounds of 
ammunition, and in three days I shall be within cannon 
shot to bent up tlieir quarters. 

"At midnight we march for Hala, where there will be 
choice of two roads ; one by tJio river by which we come 
stf p on their front, leaving their rear open ; one by my left, 
through Shak-i, and Jamalaka-Taudu which turns their 
right and forces them to battle with their back to the Indus : 
w this my inclination bends, hut it is dangerous. 1st. Be- 
cause 2800 men will be opposed lo 26.000 or 30,000, and 
those are stiff odds. 2nd. A reverse would cut me off from 
the river and my supplies, 3nl. A repulse would add 20,000 
men to the enemy ; for barbarians hold no faith with tbo 
hcJit«n, and numbers are now abiding the issue of the first 
fi^ht. Meer Sobdar sent word secretly that, if I approved, 
be wonld join the other Ameers with five thousand men but 
tuni u> me in the hght 1 My answer was that I wouTd attocl^ 
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all who joined them, and his men among the rest : I wanted 
no help. This vagahond is aiming to keep well with both 
sides and fall npon the weakest. If there was the least 
danger of my being beaten, it wonld be by snoh a rascals 
taking an opportunity to cause a panic with the sepoys. I 
floored his proposal with scorn. All the doubtful would <» 
a repulse turn upon us, and certainly it is no over-estimate 
to say, that with a beaten force I should have to fight a 
way to Sukkur through fifty thousand men: this wooldbe 
Koxiiouxia as the modem Greeks say. 

" On the other hand, if victorious I should utterly eitir- 
pate the Beloochee army, and I am as sure of victory as a 
man who knows that victory is an accident oan be. Now 
for the river road. It is shorter and my right flank is 
secure ; if worsted, my provisions are safe in the steamers ; 
the nearer the river the more ditches, and as the Ameers 
have most cavalry that suits me best. They have twenty 
thousand horsemen ; mine are but eight hundred and a 
victory will not therefore be so decisive : still I can pursue 
them with vigour. Yes ! I will march along the river and 
trust to manoeuvring in the battle for turning their right, 
without losing the river myself. 

" Hala, 1 5th. — Sent orders for more troops to come down 
the Indus with supplies. My resolution is firm now to 
attack at all hazards ; I could not bring more men into the 
field for want of camels, but to fall back would raise the 
country. There is but one thing — battle! Had Elphin- 
stone fought he would not have lost his character; had 
Wellington waited for Stevenson at Assaye he would have 
been beaten. Monson hesitated and retreated, and was 
beaten.'* 

At this time Outram's absurdity became so glaring that 
the general, fearing, with reason, that he would commit the 
government to some dangerous promise, forbad him in the 
most imperative terms to take any further steps. It was full 
time, for he had already added to his other presumptuous 
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neddling that of stoppjug the march of the 41st Regiment. 
then going to Kurracliet by order of the govern or- general ! 
" Kith, MutUiree. — Olltram haa rejoined me. He lins 
ihrashed his HsauilftUiH nt the Residency. Of the Beioo- 
oLees one hundred were killed by the 32nd men, whose con- 
duct Ouiram says was capital, but he was compelled to 
give up the defence from want of ammunition." Here u 
eroBS-note of later date says " His men had twenty rounds 
woh left .' All tliese things come out after an action. Who 
D my position ever inquires at the moment, oi doubts de- 
1 BtAtemeDts ? Those who do lose their game as well 
IV time. 
" Jonmal. — I gave orders for each man to have sixty 
rounds but was disobeyed, and Outram says n'ith sixty 
rounds more he would not have budged, confident of my 

Kling to hiii aid ; which by the way he hud done his best 
vevetit ! I did however march rapidly towards him, and 
t lunmunition by water, which reached him just after he 
oluindoned the Residency. He tells me the Ameers huve 
ci^hie^n thousand men now, that our battle will be des- 
perato, and he wishes me stili to wait a day while he fires a 
bhikargah from the river ! I have refused to hall an hour, 
it would give heart to the enemy: and were these 30,000 
instead of 18,000 I would attack them to-morrow. I have 
h-rerore allowed Outram to fire the wood from the river, 
i.ile I fire it with my howiteers from the front," — They had 
-iiJOO. 
Outnim is here found voluntarily going away from a 
.. kitle, whiub be declared would be desperate, and his first 
:.m>ind was for Europeans, of which not more than four 
■ ludred were in the whole army! ho was forced to content 
'.i:u>*c[f with sepoys. The ground of his proposal to delay 
a, day WI13 still, that the Amoers were pacifically inclined ! 
^^^dlsm, Dot the Residency, should have been his destina- 
^Hr. Buttle was now inevitable: It was Charles Najiit^i's 
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first essay as a commander, and under adverse chanoes which 
might have appalled the most experienced generaL 

"John Kennedy, Febmary 16th. — To-morrow I march 
towards Meeanee, where, report says, the Ameers have 
thirty thousand men, but have not the pluck to lead them 
in person. I march at midnight, and may begin the battle 
sooner than the tribes who have sworn on the Koran to 
destroy us expect I can take into action about two thou- 
sand eight hundred men and twelve guns ; they have about 
the same number of guns, but their cavalry is called twenty 
thousand, and on a smooth plain ; mine are about 800, long 
odds, but to-morrow or the day after we shall know etch 
others value. I have one British regiment, the 22nd. 
Magnificent Tipperary ! I would not give the ' specimens' 
for a deal just now. There may be no time to write to- 
morrow to my best-loved friends, and with my battle lock 
my letter- writing may be altogether interrupted : if so, you 
and my brother William will find in my journal and lettff- 
books ample materials to defend me from the Indian press, 
the editors of which are perhaps the most infamous and de- 
graded set in the world. 

** Lord Ellenborough has interrupted the robbery of the 
treasury by certain civilians in India, and has held up the 
glorious Indian army for admiration — and the Company's 
officers are superb: but because he has done this, those 
civilians, living cheek by jowl with the editors, have turned 
the press against him. And because he has given me lati- 
tude of command have also fallen on me, in a way to be 
sure which draws ridicule on themselves. If I am killed 
there will be no end to their lies ; but through the English 
papers, whose editors are men of some character and gen- 
tlemen, William and you can set me right. God bless you. 
To fall wiU be to leave many I love, but to go to many 
loved, to my home ! and that in any case must be soon." 

Such were his feelings, and when told by his spies that 
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Lbe Beloochees wotUd soon have sixty thousand is the field, 
" Let them be sixty or a hundred thousand I will fight " 
was bis private note. 

"Joomal, Ilith February, — My troopa are in high Hpirits. 
BO am I. Not to be anxious about attacking such im- 
mensely superior numbers is impossible, but it is a de- 
lighltul anxiety. Three hoijra I have to get some sleep, 
and at nine o'clock to-morrow my gallant soldiers shall be 
launched against these brave Beloochees ! It is my iirst 
battle as a commander, it may be my lost! At 00 that 
makes Ijttle diiTereuce, but as my feelings are it shall be do 
or die. Beaten I could not shew my face, unless the fault 
was with the troops. I would not be in General England's 
place for worlds — poor man, 1 did my best to comfort liim. 
Had I listened tn Outrani I should have now been three 
marches northward, and the Ameers would have leisure to 
assemble all their hordes ! Well, I will just visit the oul- 
posta and then he down to sleep, tor I had none last night, 
having been constantly called up by some foolish report or 
other. 

'• Poor Mr. Howel, the Ameers' master- general of ord- 
naooe, refused to fire on his countrymen and they put hiui 
10 death : " — a false report — '■ now if I win to-morrow, and 
rutch Nufiseer Khan, as may probably happen, he shall be 
med by a military commission and hanged for this murder. 
\ (loor American aimed wide at our steamers, and they cut 
I ill' hit) nose and oars and then slew him ! " — a confusion ol' 
HoKel's story. " Outram is not now so full of the ' amiable 
qualities ' of his Ameers. If I ever write again in this 
jotinial these matters shall be related. Should we be beaten 

idff stand shall be made, with my back to the river, until 
I come to me from Sukkur, God bless my wife and 
9 girls, my hope is to live or die worthy of them : 
no Cabool for me to make them blush. 

"Meeanee, February 17tb. — We have fought a hard 
battle aod won the victory. The enemy liaa lost more than 
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five thoDsand, and we nearly three hundred, of whom nine- 
teen are officers : one-third of the nnmber engaged. I am 
too Ured to write more. 

"18th. — Hydrabad has surrendered: six Ameers have 
given me their swords, which I returned." 

This was the battle of Meeanee. 
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V the grenlness of mind sliewn in resolving on bftttle, llie 
isproportion of force, and th« terrible fighiing be con- 
idcred, the victory oi' Meeaoee was on exploit scarcely to 
e mulched in history. With young soldiers of different 
»ces, some of whom had been before beaten by the same 
nemy, Charlea Nnpier, at the age of sixty, and for the first 
ime cotmaandiiig in chief, attacked in open day, and de- 
fated twenty times his own numbers strongly entrenched ! 
lot men unused to action and seeking an excuse to fly, but 
lam robust warriors, rehgious fanatics, fixed to conquer 
r perish— yet confident to win, being of great aptitude 
or war. 

A general historical descripiion of the contest, and of the 
iferiouB combinations bave been recorded in the " History 
if the Conquest of Scinde ; " but tlio victor shall now speiik 
ihnself: and be it remembered, that while |tiiU3 speaking 
f the terrible fighting, he did not forget what he owed to 
lie fighters; — fur the first time in modem English mihtary 
isiory, his dispatch recoguized the valour oi non-commis- 
■ ri-;-d officers and private soldiers by name. This innova- 
■I! on aristocratic habits has since been partially adopted, 
:i i claimed by a minister in the House of Lords as a merit 
f government. A merit it is, but with Charles Napier 
1 uriginnted, and he ihtireby gave offence, which was never 
'(irdoned. 
S'lqutl til the private letter interrupted at Nowshara. — 
I know not what has been ali-eady said in l\m letti-r, and 
e not lime to look, but we have closed affairs with u most 



* aiUJffl- 
Lie ba^M 



326 LIFE OF CHARLES JAMES NAPIEB, [184S. 

bloody battle! Riding over the plain of Meeanee aflet- 
words, I eaid to myself, am I guilty of these horrid scenes ? 
My oooscieQce reproached me not ! I am weary. I ta- 
pected another day of blood, but Hydrabad has amm* 
dored, aud eix Ameora are prisoners in my camp. 

" Captain Kennedy. — We beat them John at Mea 
the battle was terrible. I afterwards rode over tbe I 
field and questioned my conscience: this blood is on di» 
Ameers not on me 1 How I escaped Heaven knows, I do 
not. Wo were for lliree hours and a half only one yard 
apart, man to man — fearful odds, and tliey fuugbt like 
heroes. Covered by their shields they run upon us sword in 
hand with desperate fury, but down ibey went uuder.^ 
mus'juet and bayonet : all fought hand to hand." 

It was at midnight, slone, while the army was alee 
and amidst the piled heaps of dead that he thus inM 
the Deity to absolve him ! 

"Journal, February 18th. — An alarm this mm 
I was so fast asleep in my cloak that OuLram, who h 
turned in the night, could not wake me : it was caused by 
camp followers, who are enough to destroy an army, yet we 
cannot do without them. They were d^dedly one of ibe 
primary causes of the Cabool destruction ; any alarm mikes 
them rush in upon the troops, break the ranks, obstruct llw 
fire, and produce a mass of confusion in an instiuit. 1" 
prevent this I had formed my troops in square after tic 
battle, bagguge in centre; the followers had thus no point 
to run upon, and at nightfall my orders wore to figlil if 
attacked on any side of the square, fuing on enemy ami 
camp followers alike ; that order saved us in this alann, for 
had we been in line they would have broken us. Tijcre are 
even now, five or six columns of Beloochees within cannon- 
shot, each 2000 or 3000 strong ; they hanker about and wa 
do uut know what to make of them — I am crippled wilb 
wounded men and baggage, aud the cavalry is too weuk 
to go through another fight — they are perhaps follomna oi 
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wounded cliiofn who cannot be moved. With two more 
regiments of IiorijQ whnl punishment I could inflict ; but 
the battle and the previous inarch iinve knocked us all up, 

^^e cttmel battery could not drag the guns a mile further, 

^^Kowerer we liuvo doue our job well. 

^H '' In Cl)e battle I ndlied the SSnd twice, and the 2&tli N. I. 

^^■fee times, when giving way under the terrible pressure; all 
the officers behaved well, but had I left the front one mo- 
ment the day would have been Ipst : many know this, Had 
I not been there some other would have done the same, but 
being there, and having rallied tliem, to have gone to on- 
olher point would have lost all ; for while I was there no one 
felt responsible, no one dnahed on like Teesdale of the 2t5th, 
and McMurdo, I mean those immediately about me. We 
ought to have gone alap over the bank, and had the 22nd 
boPD old soldiers they would have done so : but such young 
lads were amazed, they knew not what to do, and llie 
swordsmen in such miieses making at tbeui, covered by their 
shields, were very ugly! Well, it was a fearful 6ght! I 
feel now frightened at my own bolduees, but having worked 
my courage up to try have been successful. The 22nd gave 
mo three cheers after the fight, and one during it. Her 
Miyesly has no honour to give that can equal that, if indeed 
she gives me any. I do not want any, none at least but 
what awitits a victor from history. I shall be glad though 
of a medal with the oflicera and soldiers ; sharing with them 
will be an honour of more value to me than any other that 
can be given. 

"lOth February. — Hydrabad has struck and all the 
Ameers are prisoners: had I taken their swords my armoury 
would have been full. 

" 20th. — There is great delicacy required in taking pos- 
session of the town, for on the least alarm tlicy would cut all 
their women's throats : the guards are therefore slipped in 
gntdoaily. This day however up went the British colours 

^oa the great rouud tower of Hydrabad, and at tvo o'clock 
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we fired a royal salute and gave three cheers, which the 
soldiers made into a dozen : I thought they never meant 
to stop. 

** 22ud. — The three prize agents have found immense 
treasures; they talk of two millions sterling! 

" His sister. — I mourn over the whole thing, and did all 
that could he done to prevent this bloodshed as every officer 
in this army knows, for they used to say The general is the 
only man in camp who doe^ not wish for a battle. How- 
ever, I have only obeyed my orders. It is curious that a 
soldier gave me on the field a sword all bloody, and it turns 
out to be the sword of the grandfather of those Ameers who 
conquered Scinde. 

** Lord Fitzroy Somerset. Compressed. February 20th. — 
To Lord Hill and yourself I owe this command, and my 
first wish is to have your approbation. To do otherwise 
than fight was not possible, though my force was so dispro- 
portionate that in other circumstances it would have been 
rash. Lord Ellenborough had been absolutely defied by 
the Auieers. Notliing could put things to rights but 
forcing the Ameers to sign the treaty, by advancing with 
all the troops capable of moving. I knew they could 
assemble a large force, but two days before the battle they 
had only ten thousand : suddenly they called troops over 
the Indus, and in an instant their numbers rose to twenty- 
five thousand. Had I retreated those numbers would have 
been doubled, and other thousands would have crossed the 
Indus between me and Sukkur, and I should have been 
surrounded : mv resolve was to attack and tlie result has 
been very decisive. 

" If my conduct be approved of by the Duke, Lord Hill, 
and yourself, it will fully reward me for my great anxiety to 
do right : the duke's letter on Col. Monson's retreat decided 
me never to retreat before an Indian army. If I have done 
wrong abstractedly success like charity covers sins, and it 
was the great Master led me into error ; but my conviction 
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" ii that I am right, and dial my admiralion and study of 
bis deeds and words aa rules for war have caused iHs 
Yictory. 

"I could not tnro the enemy's flank, the ground was 
impracticahle ; and I also judged it bust to attack before 
the soldiers saw their maeses. His grace vill tell you what 
an Bvfiil affair the baggage of an Indian ai-my is ; especially 
in tliis desert counlr}', where no walled villages were within 
miles of me, and my force was too suirtll to furnish a proper 
guard : had I attempted to overoome the difficulties of lui'n- 
ing either dauk, my baggage and baggage guard and hos- 
pitals would have been lost! " 

Instead of twenty-five, there were above thirty-five ihou- 
sand conquered at Meeanee; and how the Duke of Wcl- 
hngtoQ judged the conqueror, who thus apologized for 
gaining a great victory, will be seen further on. This 
^oiuiit4U7 apology addressed with such simplicity of feeling 
lo so great a man was graceful and becoming ; but when tlie 
Indian ooumaoder in chief. Sir Jasper Nichols, in profound 
ignorance of facts, took upon himself to censure the victor 
for daring to conquer, he with the rebound of conscious 
genius repelled the assumption of superiority in a letter 
remarkable alike for vigour and comprehensive views. It 
will be fuund at length iu the "Adniiuiatraiion of Scindo." 
" Sir T. McMahou. — The two lines were not a yard 
osaader For tliree hours and a half: it was butchery. My 
present calculation makes the enemy's killed and wounded 
above five thousand. 

" Mrs. Teesdale. — The only consolation I can offer you 
under the loss you have suffered is one which, when time 
has alleviated your grief and that of your noble husband's 
family, will be a consolation and a source of pride. I beheld 
his conduct from first to last, and a more glorious example 
^Lof Uie highest courage and devotion never was exhibited by 
^KlbBoldier in the service of his country. His family must 
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danger could not check ; and who, casting himself into the 
midst of the enemy, fell because he would not flinch before 
overpowering numbers. May this be your consolation under 
the dispensation of that great God whose will it was he 
should die gloriously in battle. Believe me madam your 
faithful friend and fellow-mourner. 

''Mrs. Jackson. — I cannot say too much in praise of 
your brave and lamented husband. I did not say aU he 
deserved in my dispatch, my limit was too narrow ; I had to 
speak of many, yet of none more worthy : he slew seven 
Beloochees ere he fell. Nothing that the India Company 
can do for his widow and his child can exceed the deserts of 
Major Jackson ; and if at any time you think I may be 
useAil to you, I beg of you to write to me without hesita- 
tion, and be assured of my desire to serve you : that I may 
have the power I cannot say. May time soothe your 
sorrows ! " 

The Company's gratitude to this brave man, was evinced 
by an attempt to deprive his widow and child of his feir 
share of prize money, as the records of the prize commission 
prove. 

" Lord Ellenborough. Extracts. — The two days follow- 
ing the victory were of great anxiety ; the retreating masses 
of the enemy might have renewed the battle, and with our 
small force every precaution was necessary. 

" The treasure left in tlie Ameers* camp was, they tell 
me, five lacs, but was pillaged by the camp followers and 
some of the cavalry : probably also by the Ameers' people. 

** I have not made Sobdar prisoner. I beUeve he had 
troops in the field, but against his will : he is not valorous, 
and was afraid of being killed by his own Beloochees. 
Meer Roostum, and I believe all the rest, were in the 
battle, but at present it is impossible to ascertain all 
details. 

"May I entreat of your lordship to give precise orders 
about the seizure of treasure : I believe it is immense, 
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I the grentest favour you can confer on me is not to let 
t have anytbing to do witli the aflfair, but to order the 
^e agents muncd by me, to report and refer direct to your 
tetary." 

Many anecdotes of this battle will be found in letters of a. 
: date; but how terribly they fought on both sides may 
from tbe following facts, A 22nd soldier, 
I fornai'd, plunged his bayonet into the breast of a 
>cbee, yet the firm warrior did not even ruel ; seizing 
the tnuakel ho writhed onwards, and with a blow swept hia 
destroyer's life away : they fell dead together ! No Beloocb 
mould take quarter: the general in tbe midst of the fighting 

IlBght to eave an exhausted yet unyielding chief, but ii 
Bdier drove his weapon deep into the proud barbarian, 
lib this terrible lacouism. " This day General the Sham- 
Ics hare it all to themselves." Six thousand had fallen, 
but nono would fly. With shield thrown over their shoul- 
iata they stalked in retreat, shaking their swords and casting 
^MHBJt glances of such fierce import that the conqueror 
^^■■dted pursuit on the open plain, fearing they might turn : 
^Hny '^cre oTurtliTown and amazed, not beaten. 

Outram's share in these transactions now demands notice. 

It baa been already shown thai by earnest entreaty ho 

obtained & command which led him bom the battle; he 

^HftBiaed alter it to assure tbe general, that he had largely 

^^■btributed to the victory by raising a smoke whieh alarmed 

^^■^ enemy ! Smoke ten miles off to alarm desperate meu 

^^Bbting hand to hand and falling by thousands! With 

^^Hb tale of foUy he came however, and with another more 

^^^Kiiicious proceeded to dim the clearness of the general's 

judgment in the following manner. At daybreak it became 

known that the Lion of ileerpoorwas a few miles ofi' with 

I an thousand men, who would have been in tbe battle had 

1 demand for delay bclbre the action been acceded 

} indeed the Lion, never dreaming of defeat, had pur- 

Dtij fearing his brother i 
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victory more than the British in arms. Hearing the resnlt 
of the battle he knew not what to do, and the genernl. 
guessing hia state, resolved to march against him. But 
wishing to get Hydrfibitd first, it* possible, while terror was 
rife, he in iliat view summoDed it on paiu of being stonni'd, 
and instantly vakeels appeared to demand terms. Life and 
nothing else, was the reply, adding with fearfully signiScmt 
humour. Decide before mid-day, for the dead will L 
buried and my soldiers will have bad ihetr brealc^ 
Then came forth Itoustum Khun the aged; Nussecrl 
Mohuraed, KhnuH of Upper Scinde. Nusseer Khan, Shadftd 
and tbe young Hussein of Lower Scinde followed, and ail 
laid their ji^welled swords at the conqueror's feet. Tiiej 
were worth thousands, but compafisionatiiig the Ameen' 
stAte, and disdainful of lucre be, as already said, refused 
them and turned to fall on ibe Lion. Tlien crept Outram 
to his ear, saying he knew that Ameer well, who would noi 
fight, and would in fear submit at once were he, Outram, 
allowed to write to him. It was tbe folly of the HydiabsJ 
mission again; but always accessible to a plea for snricg 
blood, and still retaining some slight faith in Ontram's 
sense, tbe general assented. Thus, instead of a storm o[ 
fire foiling on the Lion, a friendly waiuin^ carried liim 
assunmce of present safety and future hope ; he prufeaei 
submission, retreated to Meerpoor, and instantly rekiudiwi 
tbe war. 

After this misciiief-mokiiig, Outram departed to Bomhar, 
bis career under Sir C. Napier having been eliort. but most 
remarkable for a man wbo had in print claimed peimliar 
distinction in arms. As a pobtical commissioner he hti 
with curious pertinacity pressed on the gcaeral the i 
incorrect iuformatjon, and the most dangerous ailvicvcj 
lending directly to the absolute destruction of gesM 
army. As a miliiary man he had claimed credit f 
defence of the Residency, where be had remained i 
tlie house wliile Captain Conway repelled tlis e 
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aide. He hod carried ofl' two hundred men in the jiiglit 
hcfore Meeanee, knowing ihot n battle must be foaglit next 
niortuDg; nnd having now prevented nnotlier figlii by his 
letter lo the Liun, lenntnated his mission nnd quitted the 
army wben a secoud battle was ijjevitable. From Bombay 
he nont to England to pri^fer charges against the man who 
lull, at his own risk, upheld him against Lord Ellenho- 
roiigh's juot displeasure, aud who he had left struggling 
amidst formidable dangers brought down by his wretched 
deception as to the Lion's character. For that prince soon 
rallied the broken tribes from Meeanee on his own feuda- 
tories, and pressing round the handful of British soldiers, 
colled all of the Beloooh race to aid in their destruction. 

Tljis new war soon attained great activity, aud was indeed 
Tery dangerous and well conceived by the Lion, as a rapid 
iketch of his position will at once make clear. Behind 
him, as a base, was Meerpoor on the edge of ilie desart ; 
and behind Meerpoor was the fortress of Onaercoto, in the 
heart of the depart, well furnished and cutting off the 
firitisEi hmd communication with Bombay. On his riglil 
run ronds through the desart to Shah Ghur aud another 
fortress, both held by a nepliew of Roostum with some 
thousands of followers. On his left was the Delta, ,his own 
territory, full of jungles, nullahs and malaria. Thus bused, 
■nd Bdvancing from Meerpoor, he changed the liue of ope- 
ntions and even Che nature of the war; for rapidity was 
before necessary for the safely of the British torce, hut here 
delay : and fortunately its general was capable of loth. 
.Meanwhile, in Upper Scinde, Ali Moorad'e authority as 
Uais was opposed by the Chandiaus aud other tribes on 
llio right bank of the Indus : there also a hostile chain of 
Beloochees extended along the mountains to the countr)- of 
the Jokeas, whose great chief, called the Jam, had descended 
from the Ilala range to menace Kurrnchee. Thus the 
whole Bdooch race was gradually closing around the haud- 
i circle being completed by bands i 
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roving swordsmen, which hnd, south of Hrdmbad, Attacked 
the British staiinns and intercepted the daks, ploDdenDg 
and murdering isolated men, and chasing fiying fatnilies 
and non-combatants: in fine, the original scheme ol' the 
Ameers was now in full actinty, Mocanoe had only canxnl 
a momentary recoil: the army hod been saved from de- 
stniction, but was still to struggle for victory. A signal 
proof was thus given of the power of the Ameers, of their 
great designs, and of the daring genius and promptitude of 
the general who saved India by bafUing them. 

Lord EUenborough, with the foresight of n Btatesman 
comprehending the requirements of war, had on hearing iif 
the battle instantly sent reinforce men is down from FeroM" 
pore to Scinde ; and Colonel Boberts, commaading at Suk- 
kur, with hke promptitude, bad forwarded supplies by waler 
to Hydrabad, where the British posiuon was beooiw 
gravely critical. For the heat had reached 112" in the 
shade, the force was much reduced, the Indus was the oolj 
line of supply, and there was not even carriage to move tlie 
stores that arrived on its banks from thence to Hydrabld, 
less than four miles ! Four hundred men were required fur 
the garrison of the fortress of Hydrabad, leaving less thto 
two thousand for field operations : tlius, with a more isoliiud 
Iiandfiil of men Sir 0. Napier had to sustain his con<|iial 
amidst an insurgent nation, and against a powerful annj. 
almost within caunon shot and uudor a priBci! of vigour 
boldness and skill, for such was the Lion. 

Here must be noted an error of gravity in the public 
dispatch of Meeauee. The adjutimt- general Wyllie b»i 
been desperately wounded, hence no morning state of tlie 
army was made out, and the general hastily adopted a state 
of the week before, which gave 2800 men fit for duty : bul 
sickness bad reduced tliem, Outram bad carried off two 
liundred, four hundred were in charge of the buggagr, oiu 
native regiment of grenadiers was scarcely engaged, and ihu 
battle was really fought with leaa than eighleeo I 
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men &nd officers, of which less thnn four hundred were 
J^uropeaUB ! On the oilier hand the BeloooheeB' force wna 
cflJIcd iwenty-lwo tbousnod, but was really little short of 
forty thousand. The best spies had said they exceeded 
tliirty-five thousand, but one spy rated them only at the 
number adopted: he was right at the inoiuent, yet two 
strong trihos had afterwards siidJeDly crossed the Indus in 
the night and joined for battle. Clinrles Napier's rooted 
dislike of vaunting made him adopt the lowest number ; 
but subsequently the Ameers' pay roll was found, and more 
than bore oat the highest estimate of the spies. 

With less than two thousand disposable men, and a large 
hospital, the British general could not now seek -the Lion, 
but like & great commander be made his enemy seek him. 
Entrenching a camp on the hunk of the river, to be near 
Ins mp|)lioB, ho also constructed a fort on the opposite btmk 
to protect his steamers from the tribes on the right bank ; 
then securing bis hospital and stores within tbe ciunp, ho 
sent to bnsten Uie reinforcement which be had before culled 
from Snkkur : it wiis to come by water, hut be also ordered 
that a column of all arms should match by land while tbe 
terror of the recent battle was abroad. This was tlie stroke 
of a master knowing the value of moral force in war ; and 
while awaiting these succours, with admirable art he pro- 
mulgated stories of his own fears and weakness, to excite the 
Lion's confidence, arguing thus : — " If he assails my works 
he will be beaten ; if he does not the delay will exhaust liia 
money, seeing that the Beloochees arc rapacious as ihcy are 
brave," With the fine caution of a great captain however, 
be at the same lime made his own men encamp outside tlie 
mchmects. which he in conversation purposely ridiculed, 

It bis ortificefi against the Lion should shako the confidence 

^wE'Iiisown troops. 

His fif^Id enemies were not however the roost formidable : 
an HDti-Ellenborough faction was in full activity at Bombay 

^■gd its newspapers were in full cry of abuse ; especially the 

^^BSombay Times," under the editorship of one Buist. oiv 
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tinfrocbed or rejected priest of St. Andrew's. Tliis facUon 
nas incessantly calling on the Beloocliee tribes to riae and 
JestR)y the army ; ihev were told in detail k11 its weak 
points, plans of attack were promulgatiMl, nnd the sepoys 
were incited in distinct terms to mntiny and monk-r thtir 
general. Outrara was the idol of this faction, and cer- 
latnly its nctive tool against Sir G. Napier. Amongst other 
calumnies, Buist published, that the Ameers' women had b^en 
abdncted hy the officers from thu zenanas and were linng 
in their tenl^, and that it behoved all (he Muastilmans ol 
India to avenge the insult: the answer was a docuisinil 
signed by the whole of the officers deuoundug Uie atal?- 
ment as an infamous falsehood, withont even an accidencsl 
or doubtful occurrence to excuse the fiction, 

Another difficulty, a great one, was how to deal with tht 
captive Ameers. These princes were Btill formidable « 
enemies, because of their conqueror's generous treatnoK. 
His first care bad been to protect their women, not iiDin fail 
on*ii soldiers, but from tlie savage passions of the Ameeni 
for the zenanas wero within the fortress, and under the WM 
of attendants eight hundred robust well-armed TalpoRM 
were left, bound by ordere and their own notions of honoir, 
as men of the Talpoor blood, on the slightest insult, to out 
ibe women's throats and fight thdr own way abroad. These 
swordsmen, knowing how such a catastrophe was dreaded bj 
the general, were most insolent, as men prepared to die were 
likely to he : they made their charge also a mask for con- 
stant communication with the Lion, which their nuaibcB, 
and the general's care for the women's lives, rendered it 
impossible to prevent 

The captive Ameers had been meanwhile placed in one of 
their own luxurious gardens close to the Indus, and had ii<t 
attendants many hundred Beeloochees, most of ibi-m T&l- 
poors ; from thence they also corresponded with the Lion 
and the mtn in the fortress, giving and receiving militate 
i nielli gPDce. Thus the general was by Outram's iHGidioii! 
meddling placed in a more difficult position than before tbc 
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battle ; one so perilous that " he vill be Gabooled/* was an 
expression common in Bombay, in the Lion's camp and in 
the Ameers' garden, all animated by the same wish : the 
faction indeed said he had been Gabooled, and even caused 
It to be so believed for a time in England. His correspon- 
dence touches constantly on this triple hostile combination ; 
but for the ba£Q[ing of it the Duke of Wellington shall speak. 
" Sir C. Napier gained the camp of the enemy, got pos- 
session of his guns, and obtained the most complete victory, 
taking op a position in which he was not likely again to be 
ittacked. Not only did he secure Hydrabad and the por- 
tion of the Indus which lay in his rear, he brought up a 
reinforcement and placed himself at the head of a stronger 
amiy than that he commanded before the battle. He thus 
mtnifested all the discretion and ability of an officer familiar 
with the most difficult operations of war." 

From factious enmity the general turned with scorn, but 
strove to check the Ameers with this stem intimation, which 
was afterwards quoted in the House of Commons as an 
instance of uncivilized ferocity ! " I will not kill you as 
you advised your people to do to the English ; but I will 
put yon in irons on board ship." Even this failed, and 
finally he did put them in a steamer, but not in irons : had 
be shot them it would have been but simple justice. 

In their treasury had been nearly three millions sterling, 
besides the women's ornaments, but he forbade the slightest 
enquiry, as to the last, which could give the barbarian 
guards an excuse for their bloody purpose : he allowed the 
ladies three days of free action, designing that the slave 
girls should secure some plunder for their future support. 
But he was not prepared for Eastern female activity in such 
matters ; it subsequently became known that they carried off 
above two millions, leaving scarcely half a million behind ! 
All the women, wives and slaves, were allowed either to join 
their lords or remain in Scinde, and all chose the last : not 
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one would again place herself nnd» an Ameer, or accept 
him as a lover, or a Patriarch! 

Previous to the battle, a dhurbar had been held to decide 
on the fate of the British after victory, and the resolution 
was, to collect all the men, women and children to be found 
in Scinde and cut their throats on the field of battle. '* 80 
shall we make it famous ! ** The general alone was to be 
reserved for greater cruelty. Knowing all this he had yet 
returned their swords, and while living himself in a small 
tent under that raging sun, resigned to them their luxurious 
garden : Boostum only was excluded, but by his own brother 
Ameers, because he was destitute! They drove him cot, 
refusing even a carpet or cover from the sun, and at eighty 
years of age he would have thus perished, if the general 
had not furnished him with comforts : yet Outram had pie* 
tended that the only cause for hesitation with the Ameere 
about signing the treaty, was their pity for Boostum, vho 
had been despoiled ! Now let their conqueror again speak, 
a week after the battle. 

" Journal, February 25th. — My hope is that Lord Ellen- 
borough's dispatch may go home before that from Bombay. 
Outram is an honourable but an angry man, and exceed* 
ingly vain, and will do mischief: his fooUsh friends at Bom- 
bay will so flatter him as to strengthen the erroneous view 
he has already taken of affairs, which is diametrically op- 
posed to that he gave me on my first arrival at Sukkar. 
He has been spoiled by the power he possessed. He and 
Mr. Bobertson, Governor of the N. W. provinces, and Sir 
George Arthur, have all taken the same wrong view in my 
opinion : and though I have only executed my orders, they 
know Lord Ellenborough's general conduct is approved of 
by me ; the Bombay dispatch will therefore go home ac- 
companied and blown upon by their adverse views, in which 
many, jealous of my success, will join." 

Here a cross-note written years after, runs thus. "Think- 
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lag Outram al this lime nn lionourablo man, I believed what 
he liad told me of Lord EUenbo rough's conduct to him and 
namcrsly. Now 1 know that Humersly ought to liave 
been tlistnissed the service, and Outram knew it then, yet 
fnlsely painted Lord £11 en borough's proceeduigs as harsh 
and wroug. 

" TJiese men however cannot change results, nor will 
Oatram do anythiog not loyal, so far as he is aware of his 
own conduct ; but he knows not what he does, for hud I 
listened one instant, beyond what I did. to his advice and 
urgent prayers, my army would have been cut to pieces. 
Even the night before the battle he wauled mo to wait one 
f longer, which would have Just enabled twelve thousand 
I then in our front, and ten thousand in our rear to have 
[ in the action ! They were within six miles of us 
when the fightinf,* closed. One great mistake however I 
made ; Outram persunded mo to let him try a diversion with 
MOO men, whom lie carried out of action ! No general 
"itcht to detach even a tailor before a battle. 

" Lord Ellenborough. — I much wish that your lordship's 
;ji'uoant should first reach the Knghsh government. There 
are good and honourable men, quite incapable of any in- 
justice, who have taken a very different view of Scindian 
politics, and of my operations, from that which your lordship 
has token! and they cannot as honest men, holding those 
vicTTs, approve of what I have done : those who think the 
Ameera ill-used can scarcely he expected to look favourably 
on a victory which has rolled them over. I have confidence 
in Sir George Arthur, but some lituo ajjo ho wrote to me, 
hoping wc should not kill the poor Scindians. I told him 
he had mixed two classes that are distinct, namely, the 
RclocK'heeB, who being conquerors arc idle wiuriors and 
—iphberB, and the native 8cindians who are slaves or serfs, 
H^4 (*^^ whom the Betiiocbees' rule is an unqualified grind- 
^^K lyranny. Now the Scindians are to a man in our favour; 
^^Bore ihc Hiudoots of Scinde ; uinely Scindian shops vieiC9^ a 
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opened in our bazaar, and followed u 
looclieca alone are oar enemies. 

"— — Shere Molianied of Mcerpoor has seven or eight 
thousand men ; be had none in the battle, and I tuld him 
I should consider him a fnc.ni if he dismissed his troops: 
he has not done so, and I will march against him when m) 
reinforcements anive. But having a great city to guanl, 
and vast treasure, and our victory being complete, I will not 
risk any division of my troops : they are too few to bear it 
and vcrj' bard worked : which they bear admirably. But 
your lordship having lifted the army from the degradatian 
into which the politicals bad cust it, has raised a spirit tbsl 
makes them reckless of danger. Uad 1 not seen that tpint 
I could scarcely have dared to attack such an overwhelming 
force posted so formidably. 

" Meer Sobdar I have now made prisoner : be iitjjii 

away from the battle, but five tliousiind of his wairiors fooghl 
and I see no reason wby he should shelter liimself luidtr hii 
cowardice. Old Roostum and the ot hers were there, but not 
absolutely in danger ; tbey are the most contemptible set uf 
wretches I ever met. I bave three wounded Beiooehiies in 
hospital, and wanted the Ameers to scud people to attcml 
upon these brave fellows ; but they would take no troublt 
about them, although their tents were not fiAy yards off. I 
regret to say we could not make prisoners ; the overwhelm- 
ing numbers, and tbe combatants being baud to hand, mti' 
it impossible to spare ; it was a butchery such as 1 nertr 
beheld ; no quarter was given on either side, the wonuiled 
Belooehces fought as they lay on the ground. Sonie of out 
officers counted, after the buttle, four buodred bodies within 
a circle of fifty yards diameter, where tbe 22ud and 35th 
fought ; and I fancy as many fell opposed to tbe 12th Rl:g^ 
reckoning ' 



clumpE 



of dead had fallen where i 



; of the 



s three yards from each other: only four of onrs 
were engaged, but they made tremendous havoc." 
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' All tLe guns were on the right to meet a rush, if the 
BeloocUeca in the wood should overpower Tew : but all 
could not be brought into action ; the camels turned 
reative, and some guns were dragged up by the soldiers, 
but there waa not room for more than four. 

" We had but three officers, instead of the ten which twelve 
8 ought to have : the Company will never give full effect 
their troops unless more regimental officers are with their 
The disproportionate pay of the staff makes every 
Eer seek to be on it, and the command of companies is 
t to inexperienced youths, full of courage but not fit to 
Wmand companies, much leas regiments, which last is 
letimes the case. Never did I witness more individual 
a than in this battle, especially among the European 
: there was no flinching among the native officers, 
nit there ia a vast difference between the energy of the 
European officer and the apparent indifference of the native 
officers, though some of theoi behaved admirably and the 
native soldier right well. Amongst the treasure is the battle- 
axe of Nadir Scha, a very beautiful piece of workmanship, all 
studded with precious stones ; it is the only thing amongst 
those riches that I had a curiosity to see. I have desired 
the prize agents to ascertain if possible the history of any- 
thing of this kind, as it adds to the intrinsic value of the 
article. 

" Jounial, February 26th. — This day captured my royal 

tnirtress" — Chalon's Print — " in the palace of Hydrabad : 

being one of her knights she shall not be left among the 

pagans. The Ameers are carrying on some conspiracy, we 

laot make it out, probably for an attack ; if they ac- 

Bpliab it they are dead men, 1 will bayonet every mother's 

^ my soldiers shall not be killed thus. The only effect of 

|[ kindness as to their comfoi-ts has been to enable them 

k mine and their own soldiers' lives, and cause another 

of bloudj hut God has put his finger on them. 

f 27tb. — Positive intelligence that we are to be attacked 

K Glh of March by thirty tboasand Be\i»>chus, «Bk<i \» 
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he at Khoonhera — fudge ! Thousands were beaten from » 
strong position, and tbcy will not attack me in a strong nnt: 
yet nothing shall be left to fortune, suid while believing they 
dare not attack me wc are ready if tbey do — having: 1°. 
Strict guards and night patrols. 2°. A very strong fort, m 
repaired as it bas not been for many a year with a battalioii 
in gRrrison and prorisions for three mimtha ; it is impreg- 
nable except by a regular siege, and they^ave neither gum 
nor science. 3''. J!y own camp on the Indus, strons:ly en- 
trenched and provisioned for two months. 4'', Reinfarw- 
ments in JMarch. 5°. A large plain snept by oar guns and 
those of two steamers. Yes I Beluochres, we are snug, uil 
glory shall be yours if you drive ns into the river : but p«i) 
if you do drown ns, you cannot get the Hydrabad fiirtrcsa,it 
will be defended : tiud may destroy us, but the Bcloochm 
cannot." 

When it is coneidered, that all these works and prepan- 
tions for renewing the campaign were completed within un 
days after the battle, the Duke of WellingtoD's eult^ioca 
will be accepted as a simple truth. 

" February 28th. — I have sent the Persian prince, Aglw 
Khan, the assassin king of the mountain, and divinity u- 
cording to hia sect, to Jurruck on the right bank of th( 
Indus : his influence is great, and be will with his ovm fol- 
lowers secure our communication with Kurracbce. He i« 
lineal chief of the assassiuB of the Crusades, who still ra:i>t 
as a sect, and are spread over al) the interior of Asia : tbc* 
have great influence, though no longer dreaded rs in days of 
yore. He will protect our line, along wbic.b many of out 
people have been murdered by the Beloochcea : Captain 
Innes certainly has been, and a Panue oierchaDt, and ■ 
poor conductor, with his wife and child at \'ikkur. Spot* 
to all the .\mecra yesterday. Poor old noodle lloostum loA 
bold of my garment end prayed for protection : the old min 
has been roughly used by his family. My reply was, bt 
should be protected from them; and he shall be. 

" March ind. — KiiUnij "^ ^''- tuuners on the i 
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r communication with Boi 
aurret»ble, and the right warfare for the Beloouhces, but I will 
bother them. Innes was dcsi^edly murdci-ed ; the Ameers 
sent orders everywhere, to spare neither man, woman nor 
child of the English ! My fear of the heat is great, faanng 
lost a good week by Outram's having been so liumbuggcd as 
he was." RcK a cross-note says : — " When on my way to 

Simla as commander in chief 1849 1 beard fi-om Dr. ■ , 

who had charge of the Ameers, that tbey acknowledged to 
ing, at Hydrabad, secretly directed insults to be offered 
1^ Oatram, to make him believe they had do control over 
■ Beloocheea. 
" March 4th. — News from Sukkur, the dAk is free again, 
lerts is worth his weight in gold : the moment he heard 
itbc battle he sent ammunition sappers and miners, all 
B wanted, and 1 am now strongly entrenched, with plenty, 
1 ready to fight. The Bengal cavalry, a regiment of in- 
ntiy, and a troop of horse artillery, marched yesterday 
from Sukkur by my order, and I think are safe from being 
intercepted. The 21st N, I. are coming down in boats, and 
■bonld arrive the 6th or 7th: — then look out Shere 
ilohamed\ 

" &th. — Eighteen thousand Beloocheea are said to be aa- 
mbled at Meerpoor, and the Chandians arc crossing the 
dus from Sehwan and Larkaana to join them : however, 
Ipberts has orders, if he feels strong enough, to stir up the 
Bndians at home. Ah Moorad also has my order to 
Icr the Chandiani, who will find me a iroubluaome 
tomcr. 

" 6th. — Too hard worked, my body wastes away, however 
f must be done and self put aside. 
" 7lh. — A report that Shere Mobamcd has certainly 
[btcen thousand : in four days I may perhaps have three 
ind then 'blind hai-pers have among ye.' If 1 
ftit till the 20tb, six moi-e guns with cavalry and infantry 
I join, but the weather will be infernally hut, and that 
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makes mc nndecitled ; chances must be weighed; it U g 
to let thoughts settle in the miud, they grow clear and fit 
for use. 

" This day I got hold of the two mnrdei-Brs of Innca. I 
told Meer Shodad, his servants had done the bloody work, 
and he should die if they were not given up ; in half au 
hour they were iu my tent 1 Poor lunes begged hard to 
keep his shirt, he was so ill and it was so cold I tbo answer 
was cutting off his head at a blow ; it fell in the water, the 
body in the boat. 

" Lord Elienborough, March 8th, — A military commisaioD 
has found a Buloochcc guUty of niui-dering a Parsec. CtAi- 
blooded murderers of prisoners I will hang, and I have caugbt 
three : one slew the unresisting Parsee ; the other two mur- 
dered the equally unresisting Captain Innea. In the coutk 
of the investigation it appeared, that the Ameers issued 
orders to their kardars to kill all the English. If I cu 
obtain a written order to that effect, signed by any one of 
the Ameers, I think that Ameer ought to be hanged, in pK- 
ference to the officer who obeyed his master f One of thf 
men at once said yes 1 1 murdered the Englishman, and then 
added, my master was lighting you and we had orders to 
kill you all. All the country knew this, so I killed ik 
man as I was ordered. Very well, I said, then I muat hang 
you. You are welcome ; but that man is innocent, he wsi 
sitting down — I alone killed the Englishman. Now nij 
lord I confess it g«)es sorely against my conscience to hu 
these men, and let the greater i-ufBans, the Ameers, i 
They are the real offenders, and I never met with i 
villains; they are quite a match for all I have hea 
Acbar Khan, without his redeeming qualities. 

" I am as yet unable to ascertain Shere Mohamed's 6 
my spies talk of 8000 up to 40,000 1 The firet * 
not be able to catch ; the last would be loo strong to vi 
on, before the 3rd cavalry and I>;slie's horse artillery 1 
me. That we could win 1 do not doubt, but the i 
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would not be followed up to ray wish ; and any reverse would 
make me sink in shame for not waiting the arrival of that 
coluraa. We have yet cool weather enough to admit of my 
wuiling, and if the Ameer has so large a force hia expences 
will auon exhaust his treasury. I hear he has dosed the 
nella from Meerpoor to OmercotCj and has poisoned those 
between this place aud Meerpoor. I think I caa manage 
this difficulty, though it is the warfare most to be appre- 
hended : there is only one way to meet it, namely, to obtain 
the good-will of the masa of the people." 

The next letter is in answer to one pressing on the 
general, Outram's and Mr. Robertson's views as to the 
injustice done to the " Patriarchal Princes." 

"Sir Geoi^ Arthur, 12th March. — Detesting the shed- 
ding of blood, as I do from my heart, I feel more inclined to 
mourn over this carnage than to exult, or wish for honour ; 
but my conscience assures me it was the Ameers not I who 
brought it on. There is a feeling of esciteraent in the 
htiman mind, which arises on occasion of success or defeat, 
that no man can be free from at such moments ; and a man 
bred in war, egg aud bird, as I have been, cannot throw off 
those feelings entirely, though a career of fifty years cools 
them down. Since I have been here and studied the 
Ameers closely they appear the most thorough villains. 
At first I felt pity for their misfortunes which made me 
return their sworda, though it would have been no trifling 
trophy in a private gentleman's family to havu the swords 
of nine dethroned princes surrendered on the field of battle! 
They were mine by the rules of war, but I would not takt 
them at such a moment. Such were my feelings towards 
them then ; now I would hang them all without remorst- ! 
Such brutes never were seen : they issued orders to murder 
all the English, man woman and child I Are We to con- 
sider men of this stamp as ' full of honour and entitled 
to conimiaeration ?' I think not beyond that which we 
^^■Ve and ought to have for every malefactor ! 
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" I have served with the wild Indian, the wily On 
brutal Turk ; with Spaniarde, Portuguese and Italiiuis, and 
amongst all there were some redeeming qualities : at leavt 
the chiefs had some dignity of character. Amongst the 
Beloochees generally there is also a nobleness much to be 
admired ; but these Ameers are unqualilied brutes. Nnneer 
of Hydrabad is by far the best, because he is the boldest 
and most open ; and the one, if Lord Ellenborough restores 
them, who 1 should recommend as chief: 1 sincerely tn»C 
however that his lordship will do no such thing, thuiifb 
personally it would be to me delightful, as remo%iDg lue 
from the country, and permitting me to rejoin my family 
before the monsoon sets in. 

" The nature of things prevents Scinde long continuiiig 
as an independent government. It is good occasionally to 
profit by reading hiatory, and deducing principles from farfp 
to apply tbem. Here is a very iwwerful state, India, having 
these natural boundaries. On the N.W. the Indus ; oa ihf 
N. the Hymalayas; on the E. Bharanipootra ; and having 
weak uncivilized nations between it and its natiinJ bonn- 
daries. These weak nations though enveloped, have yet ll« 
folly to insult her, to oppose her commerce, to leave iinmni»f 
tracts of laud and a great river idle, though capable uf 
bearing golden fruit : is it to be found I say in history, "f 
the human mind, that such a state of things can long la<t~ 
No, the latter body attracts the smaller. In ihc case cf 
Scinde there is also as it were a chemical affinity lo ibe 
larger one, for the people of Scinde, one and all, arc cmi 
own in their hopes and aspirations. Yet tbe«e pec^k 
Outram and Robertson throw out altogether; they v 
leave them in the misery to which the Ameera 1 
duced them, because, as they maintain, and I, beni^ 1 
rant canno't deny, other Indian princes treat their f 
more brutally 1 How this can be I do not knowf 
Beloochees take the wives, the daughters, the ] 
the lives of the Sciudiuns at their pleasure t 
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■■• " What Mr, Robertson means ' by one letter,' not proved 
to be written by Meer Roostum, as the only cause of Lord 
EUenboronfrh'B conduct, I am utterly at a losa to say. Not 
only wan that letter but two others detected by Outram, 
who told me on my arrival that they were undoubtedly 
authentic, though he beiiesed Meer Roostum had signed one 
from imbecility. But he also extracted, to use his own 
words, ' a cmnel load ' of infractions of our treaties by the 
Ameers: two qiiirea of foolscap may be vf":i'l'.' ''"'■' Such 
a state of politick relations could not l-)i>(: itjvimiii-'. The 
ini-aiion of Scinde by Lord Auckland wnn tlip lii-^ step; 
bad it not been in 1838, it would have been lu IK4S: had 
the battle not been fought in 1843, it would liave been 
in 1853. Both events were necessary results of the state of 
affairs ; the battle was merely the lancing of a great ulcer, 
which sooner or later must have come to a head from 
natunil causes. 

" Journal. — How ignorant all the political agents were of 

these people ! They thought and said the Beloochees were 

fools and cowards ; but they are brave as lions, and have 

outwitted our politicals from first to last, except Brown, 

z eyes were first opened, and I think he was not led 

ray by the aysteui, he is so able a man. 

"March 9th. — Contradictor^' intel]ig<-nce as to enemy's 

mbers : I think of going myself to ascertain, but do not 

! mo«ng till my reinforcements come. 

" XOth.— Letters from Bombay, all full of our ficht. To 
I praised by the Bombay newspapers is moiv disgust- 

[ than to be abused ; in Englaud there ait- t^entKnicn 
litors, but in India they are generally scoundrels turned 
out of jirtvate society. This country will not be qniet until 
Shere Mohanted is put down ; but I have issued a proela- 
mntion, securing all men their places property and rights : 
this will do much. 

" 12th. — Enemy said to have twenty thousand men, and 
^B be entretichiug. I will turn his works and torment him 
Hkb utitlery if his flanks are not secure -, \i Vv% 'vtofVsi vc% 
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circular I will storm them unless he can be shelled out. It 
is not pleasant though to storm these chaps, they fight to 
wickedly that much blood wiU be shed. Yet out of Meer- 
poor he must be driven. Intelligence just come that the 
Ameer means -to decoy me to the Bun of Cutch, where he 
purposes to make me run : he is a great officer, for a Bdoo- 
chee, but it is not clear how he wiU take Meerpoor witii 
him I 

'' March 13th. — This day the murderer of the Parsee was 
hanged : I cannot bear this work, it is horrible. Yet I am 
here to protect society and my soldiers' lives ; all laws for- 
bid the massacre of unoffending prisoners ; the Parsee was t 
prisoner and not even a soldier : could I allow of his cruel 
murder ? No I If those who look to me for protection do 
not find it, they will use their own means and be justified: 
I am here the law and must not shrink from the painful 
pre-eminence. 

" 14th. — The Beloochees are gathering to a head. I will 
let them alone, it will give them confidence to come closer, 
when, being still unmolested, their audacity will augment, 
and they will be joined by those who were before fearful: 
these last will eat and talk, but wonH fight ; they will make 
the army more unwieldy and yet more boastful. Patience. 

" 15th. — All well. Shere Mohamed comes nearer, he is 
but twelve miles off, and lately sent an insolent offer to let 
me quit the country if I liberated the Ameers, and restored 
what we had taken. Just as his messengers delivered this 
letter the evening gun was fired. There, said I, do you 
hear that ? Yes ! Well, that is your answer ! Off they 
went, and the Ameer will now in his pride lay plans to cut 
off my column from the north. 

" 16th. — The enemy is clearly collecting, and is called 
forty thousand : half that may be true. 

" 1 7th. — Anxious about Stack^s brigade coming fix)m the 
north : however he has fifteen hundred men and five guns, 
and ought not to be stopped. 

'' 18th. — £xp\oted \Ayi^d& the enemy for two reasons, 
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^nt, U I took two regimeute of horse and two guns tlie 
Beloochccs will be alarmed, afraid to detach agwust Stack, 
sad will coiicfotralc ; he is five marches off. 2nd. It will 
cool their courage, for my quietness has made them boast- 
ful ; they thought we dared not quit our position ; yet, my 
cntrenchiucDts have never been entered lest my soldiers 
raid become timid, as they and the enemy would justly 
fer weakness. I ridicule the works before the men, and 
, when these things are finished we will attack the 

Khees, 
f* 19lh. — They mean to give battle. I cannot understand 
■ ; they have no ammunition, no money : however all my 
unngements are made as if a battle was certain. With luek 
my reinforcement* might come fn>m Sukknr and Kurrachee 
before I march, but that seems almost hopeless. 

"20th. — Went out with a strong party to bring the 

enemy's forces out, but not to fight. Pound him posted at 

Jam-ali-ka-Tanda, with a wood and village on hia right, a 

nullali in his front, and a plain on his left, but covered by 

a wood which ho occupies ; it is not unlike Meeance. I 

R Ot letters concealed in quills from Stack this day : all right 

^Kk&r as Hala. A squadron shall go to-morrow under 

^^KUurdo to meet him at Muttaree, and if the enemy is 

^^■en I shall have an express, and will instantly move on 

the Lion's rear. 

"21»t. — Two o'clock and no report from M'Murdo, who 

has therefore seen no enemy and must have joined Stack at 

Mattsree. I will to-mon^ow march to Meeance and meet 

6twk ; with no fear of his being attacked, but I will trust 

nothing to accident that can be done by legs and arms : 

Portune is a woman that don't like old men, and I am 60 ! 

There 1 By Jove ! No abuse of my own dear beautiful 

^^Weet dame Fortune ! Here comes my whole fleet of boats 

^^brn the river with reinforcements and guns : in short, 

^^■01 ail I watited, and at least five days before they were ex- 

^^■Bted. Again ! Was ever luck like mine I Another 
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steamer amved up the river witb a reinforcement of i^^H 
lery-men and officers : exactly what I wanted. 

" 22nd. — Stack's bri^de joined, and we are all ready fiir 
a fight: he marched 20 miles, a double march; Le wai 
then reinforced at Muttareo with M'Murdo's two hundred 
cavalry. After passing Meeanee the enemy «ppeare.d, biii 
s few artillery discharges repulsed him. At 3 p.m. in 
officer cami; in to say that Stack was attacked, niid withiu 
an hour I joined hira with a troop of the 9th cavaliy, 
followed by two six-pounders," ^^^k 

This simple account hides a veiy able and delicate nj^^l 
tion most successfully executed, for which sec the **^^^| 
quest of Scinde." 

" March SSrd. — All ready for battle to-morrow. Thej 
have, it is said thirtv thousand. I have only five thonnuiil, 
but we Bliall beat theoi ; so no more till after tlie figfat, 
God bless my wife and children : if I faU, it will I hope be 
in a way to make them glory iu my name. 

" March 24th. — Dubba. Six miles fmm Hydrabnd. Vic- 
tory I The first tour miles we marched in one column 
from the right, but then a peasant told us the Beloocbro 
bad shifted their position and were about two niilex dtstaui 
on our left flank. I instantly sent off the Scinde itonf 
to explore, ordered my advanced guard lo join the lint, 
and bringing up right shoulders continued the march in imf 
column; Jacob soon sent word the enemy was before hint 
in position, and quickly we came in sight. I formed line, 
but having little aid, and only inexperienced majors nnil 
captains iu conmiand of bripades, was compelled to brini; 
each corps into Hue myself instead of reconnoitring. ^Vhrti 
this was effected I found my left was within range of elcvm 
guns, and was obliged to throw it back : more delay ! Hsv 
ing at hist got free to examine the enemy's ground, I fi 
him posted behind a nullah, one of those r 
tercept the tiat country for miles, and at every mils, 1 
grating. Here was a double one, the line nearly s 
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The first WS8 8 feet deep and 23 feet acruss ; then a bank 
43 fe«t wide ; then the second ditch, 42 feet across and 
17 deep. The ianev banks were highest, and from behind 
them thpv opposed ua, first with matchlock lire llion with 
sword and shield ; tiie ditches were also filled witli groups 
rushing un the flanks of the soldiers as they descended into 
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■ « I could not, before attacking, sec the second ditch, the 
e of Dubba was on their right and rear, and I ihoubrht. 
M did every one, that it was not occupied : their line flid nol 
fic«m to reach there, and my hope was to gain their ri^lit 
tlank by rapidity at the intcrrak. Hence, ordering the horic 
artillery from right to left of the line, I advanced by echelon 
of battalions, the horse artdlery leading but having in sup- 
port two cavalry regiments resting on the Fulliiillce, which 
mn perjwndicular to the enemy's position. Then the Beloo- 
checs close-d at a run to their right, and the viliiige was 
^Jiefore ready full of men. My reasons for the echelon 
^Hltsek were two. First, there was a large wood away on 
^^■r right, out of which several enemies had come singly, 
^mpparently to watch us, and my strong expectation was 
that acoltinm would isaue on our flank when we attacked. 
If so my light, being in Echelon, could have been thrown 
^_lMck and present a defensive front, having alHO two regi- 
^Hfenta of cavalry on its right, ready to sweep down on the 
^Bft of the attacking enemy. Second. My troops were all 
^Hbnug, but half-drdled, and bad scarcely been together 
^Hk brigade. Had they advanced in a long Hue of eleven 
^Hilipnients they would have wavered to and fro, like a 
iea, and got into confusion before the nullah was reached ; 
but in single battalions they did it well, even beautifully. 
" In this order we fell on, the ever-glorious 22nd leading, 
^Mi at Meeance, and it carried the nullah with great slaughter 
^^kd great loss ; but here I will leave off till I can collect the 
^^btfl of valour and record them. My orderly dragoon had 
bis hone cut down behind me ; the same thing happened at 
Mccanee. The hilt of my sword was atruck \>^ el^l^,wv& 
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I was close to an enemy's magazine when it blew up ; yet I 
was not eves singed, as all around were, and same bumed ; 
others were killed I suppose, but we were fighting despe- 
rately at the time aod could not inquire. The enemy"* IcJt 
retired towards bis right, which brought my right fonrarJ, 
and when the army was foraied again, our front was at right 
angles with the first fi-out, and lining the bank of the Fiil- 
laillee, except the cavalry, which was in pursuit. I rould 
not tell which way the enemy would go, and by dispersing 
they would be merely people of the country ss all wear 
arras alike : fiirther pursuit would therefore only hai-e aug- 
mented the carnage without ueecssity, and I encamped OR 
the field of battle. Our wounded had to be sent to Hydn- 
biid ; had we left them on the ground we must have also led 
all the hospital eatahlisbmeuts behind, not having carriage 
for two : when the doolies and palanquins returned on ihc 
26th we marched forward. 

" 26tb, Aliar-ka-Tanda. — Passed the position of Targe- 
poor, and a very strong one it is : we found three gnas. 
This place had before been examined, so far as the offim 
sent dare approach ; it is tremendous. An immense uullali 
well prepared, with a fort in rear of the centre, auJ other 
nullahs and low jungle : my first design had been to attack 
here, and we were marching on It when we beard of tbc 
enemy being at Dubba. I bless my star that SLcre Mo- 
hamed changed his position ; this one would huve duuhW 
our loss. We should have had it, because the 22nd would 
have carried anything and the sepoys would have followed, 
there was no slackness ; but the loss would have been grcuL 
I was surprised at the improvement in the men's Gghtiug. 
At Meeanee they shewed hesitation and wonder; at Dubba 
they were like cucumbers. As to myself I felt a diffcreiil 
man, my confidence in the soldiers and in myself being 
complete ; I felt at ease, and could have changed my whole 
order of battle in the fight if it bad been wanted. Ai 
Meeanee the struggle was desperate, all would hare 
lost if the Ii2n4 &nd ^^tV'bai^vea.'^i.'j.and t had to 
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laa, to rally tUem, to risk nil to keep tlicui to thuir work : 
when the battle ended I waa ready to droji from the fatigue 
of one conatant ehcer, and encoiiraging the soldiers for three 
mortal Lours of butchery. 

" Meeqjoor, March 27th. — This is mine enemy's capital. 
It ia 3 strong fort, having a beautiful little palace, with the 
prettiest painted rooms, but all in ruins from white ants. I 
will repair the works and place a garrison. 

"iJ8th. — Sent off Fitzgerald with a squadron to recon- 
noitre Oinercotc, but remain here myself to watch the 
Indus, which will soon awell, and may cut me off by the 
inundation. 

" 29tli. — No news about Omercote, it is annoying. Sent 
off Whiilie'a battery to make progress, so fai- as water can 
be found, for I am between Scyllu and Chorybdis; to the 
east of Mcerpoor impeded by want of water, on the west in 
dread of inundation, 

30th. — Fitzgerald writes that he has. been hard put 
it for water and forage, and that Omercote is defended 
four tiiousund men ! Here's a kettle of 5sh. I have 
more troops forward to bully them out of a defence ; 
inot besiege as the river would be upon me, forming 
ighty sea between me and Hydrabad ; so jicople say, 
ibly all exaggerated, but enough to destroy my guns 
baggage. 

March 31st. — Nineteen long letters from Lord Ellen- 

igh I He has made nic Governor of Seuide, with ad- 

wnml pay ; and he has ordered the captured guns to be 

into a triumphant column, with our names. I wish he 

Id let uic go back to my wife and girls, it would be 

than pay and glory and honours : eight mouths 

sway from them, and my wife'a strange dream realized ! 

is glory I is it ? Yes 1 Nine princes have surrendered 

swords on fields of battle and their kingdoms have 

conquered by me and attached to my own country. 

.ve received the government of the conquered pro- 

•, Slid all honours are paid to me whi\e \wuig "va tciinR 
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enemy's capital ! Well, all the glory tliat can Uc dea 
mine, and I care so little for it, that the moment I c 
shall be resigned to live quietly with my wife and j 
no honour or riches repays me for ahuencc from 1 
Otherwise this sort of life, is life to me, ia agreeable, as it 
may enable me to do good to these poor pcoi>Ie. Oh t if I 
can do one good thing to serve them where so much blood 
}iaa been shed iu accursed war T shall be happy. M*y I 
never see another shot fired ! horrid, horrid war ! Vet, h(i» 
it wins upon and burdens one when in command. No 
young man can resist the temptation, I defy bim, bat thirty 
and sixty are different." 

The wife's dream, or vision, was this. While living it 
Caen, a \-ivid one shewed her that ha would be rich mi 
powerful, and have a great name ! and that the scene of liu 
aggrandizement would be India ! 

"April 1st. — Those sent on to Omcrcote miamaout 
sadly, I get neither information nor anything else. 

"April 1st, Jourbee, — Came on s day's march to avoid 
going mad with those in front. Would I had gone my«lf- 
but if a failure takes place, it would not do to let the Ba- 
kadoor Jung, so they call me, be repulsed by a little fori ; 
it would tarnish our laurels, whereas a captain of artiSlCTj 
being foiled is nothing. Just heard by an eiqiress that itc 
waters ore rising with fearful rapidity. I must recall ih' 
advaneed troops and leave Omercote for nest season: tiiis 
is bad ; it will be a rallying point for all our cucnuM O 
Scinde, and another aruiy will arise ; but I cannot i 
against the Indus ! We should he shut up in Me< 
four months— the die is cast '. Whitlie shall < 
with his guns. 

"April 1st, Meerpoor. — Returned this evening, ■ 
no sooner arrived than news came of Oraercoto bang* 
doned, aud my order will bring Whitlie buck luileai 
wise man I an espress gone to prevent his return. 

" April 2nd. — Brown just cnuie. Whitlie had | 
order, and heati oS OTOWtfiVt, Wx ■«** afraid to diaabej; 
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It is very disiressinf! ; Bmwn lieggeil him to bait while he 
camii on to nie. He, Brown, returns instantly with orders 
to march on Omercote, for 1 will have it if it costs another 
h»ltle I If the river catches us we can leave the guns in 
MeerjKior for the hot season ; but I would give six guns for 
Ouiercotti at this moment." 

Hftd it not fallen the Lion would have had a point on 
to rally another army, and six mouths' time to re- 
.ize the war ; meanwhile the civil govei'nment could 
not have been established : the rapidity and daring of the 
opcnilioiK after the battle were, therefore, among the highest 
efforts of militarj- skill. 

" Cuutd I have gone myself it worild have been good, but 
a rejiulite would have niude mischief from tlie sources of the 
ladoA to its mouth : I dared not. Oh I Cabool ! Cabool I 
have done a world of harm ; the nations of the ludus 
not believe an English general can be victorious : they 
nor tg suspect it though. What a fellow Brown 
eighty milcfl over a desert in this dreadfnl heat, 
in broad day ! He arrived here, forty miii;?, at 12 
ik in a burning sun, and did not stop longer than to 
le Jack Sheppard, my horse, who will eaiTy him back 
40 miles in good style, ihougb J fear it will kill both 
Uld horse: eighty miles in Scinde ! Well, 1 hope 
poor Jack will have his wickedness taken out of 
he will not kick or bite for n week after. 
" Apiil 8rd, — No news from Brown, but a spy has arrived. 
Bays he was in Omercote, that my advance frightened 
Bdoochecs and they fled ; the Scindian iuhabitanta then 
"got BLTins, shut the gates, and are resolved to keep the place 
till we arrive ! This is capital, and idl now seems safe. The 
river indeed comes thundering down, and the Fullaillee is 
impassable ; bui boats are to be got, and my elephants are 
coming up to help the guns over the nullahs : famous chaps 
they arc for that work. 

" April 4th. — The spy's story not exactj though not quite 
Wm< Brown has got to tbem long since, and v».m\)& voXi^- 
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ligeace shews Oioercote is not wholly abandonrd, nor likely 
to be defi:nded. Five elephanta with fifty horses and miiici 
have come from Hydrahad to help the guns, aiid shall go uu 
one march to be freah for Whitlie. 

" Aprd 5th, — Omercote is ours I Brown reached it b 
the night, sixty or seventy Beloochees surrendered, vat 
disarmed, and went to their homes. This completes tht 
conquest of Scinde ; every place is in my possession, and, 
thank God I I have done with war ! Never again am I 
liki-ly to see a shot fired in anger. Now I shall worli at 
Scinde as in Cepholonia, to do good, to create, to improve, 
to end destruction and raise up order. 

" On the 27th of February I wrote to the political agent 
at Bahneer to attack Omercote, because he told me ke 
could take it when he pleased. I have taken it before lie 
marched from Balmeer. Being now in our hands it pre- 
vents Sliere Mohamcd rallying his Bclooehees, and he bu 
no Emaum Gbur to go to : it was a providential thought to 
destroy that fortress. He has now only the sand and tke 
SUD, and nothing can stand them but a sandfly ; anutbtr 
fortnight will drive him from the desert. My endeavour 
shall be to make him surrender, but he will not : he hopM 
to raise another army, which he cannot do, and if he could 
it would be cut to pieces, for I am now a better gcnenl- 
If he fights again, my cavalry instead of being in line, or 
rear, shall move round his flanks, lie in wait, and when tW' 
battle begins fall on his rear. This could not be done »t 
Meeance ; at Bubba it might had there been assurance thd 
the wood on our right was empty. Knowing my encioy 
now well, things may be done which could not have 1 
ventured before : they will never rush out mad with 1 
as was said, and by lue believed, at Dubba ; they o 
for a few paces but not for a distance; and then the n 
and bayonet are too many for sword and shield : closa] 
is too powerful for the wide array required to witj 
sword with success. 

" April TlU. — M\ i;e\.te.*i;m^- 'iTOww.XR \» 
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conquest is complete. There will be ruffling for a year 
or two to come ; tribes will probably have to be chastised 
and severe lessons given to those in the mountains beyond 
the Indus ; but no strong head can again be made." 

This anticipation proved correct to the letter, so clearly 
did he thus early solve the complicated problem of war and 
govemment presented to him. His pohtical sagacity was 
equal to his military gcnins, but to the latter his own notices 
do not do justice. As a great military exploit, forming part 
of a profouudly-reasoncd campaign, the battle of Dubba will 
appear with increased brilliance. On that fluid twenty-six 
thousand men were entirely defeated ; yet with no light play 
of arms ; for all the dead, and they lay iu heaps, were grim 
robust swordsmen, and so strongly did they fight that the 
22nd Regiment alone lost one hundred and forty-seven sol- 
diera — one third of their whole number ! At Dubba also, 
as at Mecanee, a leader, the aame at both and worthy of all 
praitie, animated the fight. Hoche Mohamed Seedce, an 
Abyssinian slave ! Heroic in strength of body and mind, 
tkia brave man and his brother slaves, who formed the do- 
mestic guards of the Ameers, forced their dastai'd lords to 
fight at Meeanee, then, having vainly opposed their final sur- 
render, sought the Lion, and at Dobba, fighting with un- 
bounded fury, fell to the last man under the bayonets of the 
22nd It«gimeot. 

"General W. Napier, April 16th. — Shere Mohamed acted 
entirely in concert with the captive Ameers, whose intrigues 
were so incessant that my patience almost failed : deceived 
by my quietude he thought me afraid, but 1 was thereby 
gaming four points of importance. 1°. His Beloochees 
were plundering the country and rendering his cause odious. 
2°. Time was gained for the Sukkur eoluuin to arrive. 3". 
He expended treasure. 4°. He grew bolder, fortified a catnp 
only five miles from Hydrabad, and prevented my camels 
from grazing. Now fighting close to Hydrabad wus fur me 
BCausc of my wounded and the want uf 
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esrriagc ; but I expected an attempt to cut off the Sukkor 
column, then only a few marches off, and made preparations 
to prevt'Dt that. First, knowing their superstition, I jndcfd 
that the Belooehees would not go near Meeanee, they fe&rrd 
their own dead, I therefore looked for an attack, either be- 
yond that field or on the hither side, and in this riew tent 
eavaliy to join the column at Muttaree, heyond Meeaaee, 
trusting that their numbera would he exag^ratcd by the 
apie«. These horsemen, led by McSlurdo, effected a jurir- 
tion the 2Ut, the column moved ou the 22nd, a regicicDl 
of cavalry went forth to meet it, and 1 followed close wilh 
another; the enemy assailed the flank of Stack's caiunui, 
but some cannon shot drove them back and by uiidoight all 
were safe in my camps. 

"This was a clean and delicate operation, for my »pi« 
told me that the Anieer had quitted his first position to i]i- 
proach nearer, had detached eight thoui&nd men to fall on 
the column, and five thousand to assail my camp when I 
should leave it to succour Hydnibad, which bin main body 
was then to storm : It was to be Cabool again ! Thr Sukkui 
column was so tired that the 23rd was given to rest and k- 
organir.ation, hut the 34th we marched, and after seven niilei 
found the Ameer was to the left, and consequently 'nearly oa 
our communications ; but 1 had still five hundred men in >^ 
fortress, and eight hundred with two guns in the camp. 

"This country is traversed by deep canals with hijh 
hanks, the canals varying in breadth from sixty inches to 
sixty feet, di-y in winter but rivers by inundation. We could 
see nothing, but I sent out my cavalry, turned my march to 
that side, found the enemy at Dubba and beat him ; it vm 
sharp work. No Beloochee assailed me personally, thouj;b 
several came near, and one I covered but did not »hiKiI. 
having great repugnance to kill with my own baud nulcsi 
attacked, which by some fatality was not the otse. There i* 
fate in these things, for they were all around me when aWc, 
yet none struck, and not even my horse was touched in eilbGr 



battle, which at Meeanee was ineiplicahle, except by fate. 
My fate or luck has indeed been great : whatever seemed 
anccrtaiu turned out exactly to my wish. Even the gover- 
nor- general's letters, thanking as for Meeanee and promising 
rewards, reached me just six hours before the battle, the only 
letters that did come ; the othei-s were all cut off. Such bits 
of luck make a whole. When we cai-ried the village the 
enemy's right tried to gain the cultivated district on the 
lodus, which they would have passed and gut to the hills; 
but our cavalry of the Itft turned them hack on the cavalry 
of our right. These last had indeed charged without orders, 
but so opportunely that fault could not be found ; yet, had 
the eueniy issued from the wood as expected, that charge 
would have laid open tny flank. 

" In my dispatches many persona are mentioned by name, 
for Indian officers get no promotion save by seniority, and to 
be praised in a dispatch gives a claim to staff appointments; 
therefore I had no other way to reward the exceeding gal- 
lantry displayed. Hardly was there one officer who had not 
fought baud to hand, and it was indeed very extraordinary 
fighting. Alter the battle a day's halt was absolutely necea- 
lary, from our deficiency in cainels. Fifty thousand were 
destroyed in Lord Keane's expedition ! By great care of 
mine our loss is only forty ! yet we have been constantly 
in march for four months : but then I rode with my columns, 
never quitting them. Keane, it is said, travelled in a palan- 
quin nod hiid three or four hundred camels for his ])ersonal 
baggage : live animals sutBced for mine. 

" Wlwn our wounded were cared for we marched on Sleer- 
l>aor, and then as many men as could get water were pushed 
forward to win Oniercote in the desert : a fuilurc was pro- 
bable, but to level the enemy's last stronghold was important, 
and there was no time for besieging, because ihe inundation 
H-aa riling behind me. Luckily the fools surrendered when 
they might have rallied, and fought me again in September 
r the heat and mundation. The Ameer fled to the Thur 
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or great desert, with only forty followers, the re»t ba' 
peracd. I employ all who submit, as tliey were uni 
Ameers ; and have also resigned all debts due to the Ameere, 
which will induce their debtors, very niunerous and influen- 
tial, to abandon a cause entailbg payment fur one 
uses the sponge. 

" Omercote is one hundred miles from the field of 
it surrendered the 4tb, and yesterday our ^guns and peOflt 
were back here at Ilydrabad in safety, though the rivet rose 
with extraordinary rapidity. That alarmed me, but tbr 
moment we begun to retire down it went, and then begnn 
rising again just as we reached camp ! It has risen anusually 
early, for all my calculatiuns gave until the 15tb. Now 1 
am coosh — a Persian word for comfortable. My camp and 
strong places are well supplied ; the Scindees and Hindoos 
Bi-e delighted to be lid of the Belooch robber, and Belooch 
himself not altogether displeased, for he has do peculiar af- 
fection for his prince; and as I have glveu him back hb 
jagire, or estate, no cause appears to me for apprehending 
future insurrection. The river also is between us and ibe 
mountains whieh foim the real Bcliwch eountrj-. The riwr 
furnishea a good barrier, hceaase these chaps art' all kt 
money, and will soon join in the petty trade on the 
that must quickly spring up ; this will keep them qi 
time, and I will play Belted Will Howard for the next 
and hang all who cross the borders in arms. And 
another hold on theui : if they cross to my side, troops 
Kurrachee and Sukkur shall lay their own lands 
which will call them home. 

"This wild work ia the only way, and is in their 
style; we cannot control them at first by any other; 
should be soon beleaguered and driven Into the jungle 
[ierish. My utmost efforts are directed to civihie our Witt 
fare, but no one not engaged can tell how diSScult il 
do ; the blood gets heated by the barbarism we are 
midst of, and those who receive no quarter will not 
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give it. Our men are very ferocious. Captain lunos was a 
favourite with tbe sepoys, and they will not give quarter ; 
every roan they reached st Dubba was stabbed with the cry 
of Innes ! lunes I There ia no dealing with this. The 
campaign is over, yet bard work is before me, there ia no 
law, no government, and the great difficulty will be to ge 
fit men for situations, as a knowledge of the language is in- 
dispensable : meanwhiie the heat is fearful, 1 am siicty, and 
labour tells heavily on me — but ail ia fate '." 

His sixty years had not prevented him from defeating a 
great army, capturing two strong fortresses, and marching 
under a Scindiau sun, above two hundred niilea, all in 
sixteen days I and his ready talent in critical moments was 
thus shewn. 

"Clibbom conducted ray espionage, and well too; but 
Stack, when coming down with his brigade got a small 
note in a quill — they are thus carried through an enemy's 
camp, how or rather where you must guess. It was from 
Clibborn, saying — Halt for God's sake! You will be at- 
tacked by at least forty thousand men to.mon"ow, &c. Stack 
sent the cossid back to me with quill and note, asking what 
he should do ? 1 was at dinner with a large party iu my 
lent, and to counteract Clibbom's alarm read aloud his note, 
wrote on it with a pencil, Clibbom's men are all in buck- 
ram, come on, and then sent it back. This made a terrible 
joke and ridicule against Clibbom throughout the camp, 
and tliiingh ruin to him, did what I wanted — re-assured the 
nervous I I was by no means sure Clibbom's information 
was not tnie, but be had do business to send it to Stack ; 
for whether 20,000 or 40,000 were there I was watching 
them as a cat does a mouse. Shere Mohamed, thus lying 
in wait for Stack, made me very anxious. I believed the 
Ameer had thirty thousand men, for my information varied 
from that to forty thousand, and to fight without Stack 
would have been at such a disadvantage, that though they 
^t have been beaten the risk was too great to ^nirant a 
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battle not forced upon me. I felt sure of Ticlory ho^ 

ir the Ameer attacked Stack, because be had a tint-fttta 
brigade of experienced soldiers from Nott'a force; sod 
lieforc the Beloochees could walk over him I should hasc 
been upon their rear. Still the whole affair was \ay 
awkward. 

" On the 23rd I said at breakfast, now my luck would be 
very great if I could get my other reinforcements, either 
down from Sukkur or up from the mouth of the river; but 
that cannot be for a week, perhaps longer, and I will not let 
this chap bully me within five mdes of my camp all tiisl 
time. The words were scarcely out when e<)me one said — 
tjiere are boats, look ! We run out, and lo ! my Bombay 
reinforcements were there! Hillo! what are those mantsl 
ciied another, and behold a grove of masts appeared over 
the low ground coming down the river ! my rcioforwracnts 
from Sukkur were there ! In au hour I had five hundred 
recruits, two 8-inch howitzers and a host of artillerymen 
with entrenching tools : before that only three officer* were 
with my sixteen guns. At 7 p.m. my troopa were bti^cd 
nnd manoBu\Ted to make them know their places, and tt 
that moment vakeels came to desire mo to surrender; thrf 
were taken along the line and told to report all they saw; 
but then came a fresh one, and all kept talking to di»oo*et 
what they could until two in the morning, when I lay down 
finished with fatigue. At 4 o'clock I got up and niardud: 
at 8 o'clock we found the enemy. All this wear and tar 
tells on siity-one. 

" This country is very difficult for war; a dead llat, Jtl 
without a view: banks of nullahs and jungles entirely in- 
tercept sight. The Beloochees get down into holes ami 
ditches, and when you appear let fly with their oiatehlockf, 
■spring up, and covered by their shields fall on sword in 
hand. They cannot indeed escape when beaten, but unto 
luiining, devil a bit ! they lounge off, as at Mccancc, slowly, 
and indifferent to your musquetry, though voUicd into tliWi 
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%k1[b at five yards' diatatice 1 They are most determined 
fatalists, and most terrible swordsmen ; they cut through 
everything. Heads fly off at a blow ! it has been repeatedly 
done, and it is the aame with aa arm : I have not heard of 
a leg, hut it would be the same, for they will behead a bul- 
lock, or cut a goat in two at a blow. Lieut. Wilkinson 
had an iron helmet with yards of turban rolled round to 
keep off the heat; a chief cut through turban, helmet and 
peak ! a wicked blow, Wilkinson gave a Roland for the 
Oliver : he hit him down with a sheer-cut through the tur- 
ban, and though the shield was raised at the instant, the 
blow broke into both shield and skull, sticking fast, and as 
the chief fell dead bis weight nearly pulled Wilkinson down. 
Many were upon him, and he would have been slain had not 
Lt, Thompson arrived at the moment, and the two fought 
nntil others came and cleared the house. It was in the 
village this happGned. 

" Ijo ! I have mistaken names. It was Nixon, not Wil- 
kinson, who killed the chief, and had hia own helmet cut 
through ; but Wilkinson also killed a chief : there were so 
many feat« of daring I puzzle names. McMurdo slew three 
Bcloocbees in this battle, hand to band, and two at Meeauee. 
A »cpoy fought five iu a ditch, and killed them all I Tait's 
borsemen were there and could not get down to bis help, 
but witnessed the whole affair. 

" Montagu McMurdo cannot keep clear of single combats, 
which I tell him are not dignified in a quartermaster-gene- 
ral. A Bcloochee nearly finished him on the 24th, laying 
iiim open from the navel to the shoulder : he was absolutely 
lipped up I Luckily McMurdo's counter-blow fell heavily 
at the same moment and uplit the Beloochee's skull, so that 
liis aword did not go through the breast-bones and riba, but 
if was a largo wound. At Meeance he was saved by n 
r^-ant ; for while engaged with two or three in front 
ii'ither pot behind him, and was cut down by the sergeant 
ju»t as be struck at Mac, so the blow fell harmless : next 
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moment McMurdo saved the sergeant; for a Beloochee irw 
in the act of Rtriking at him behind when Montagu «plit 
hia skull, A horseman has no chance against sword and 
shield; the Beloochee gets on the bridle hand, hold« his 
shield high and cuts the left thigh, or the horse's legs; and 
he cannot be reached over the bridle arm, for his shield 
parries the blow effectually, A fellow cut down young Fiti- 
gerald's horse and Fitz fell under him, but twing the 
strongest man in Scindc parried two blows while dis- 
engaging himself from the horse; then rising, bis c 
blow went through turban and skull down to the teetll 
shield was of no avail against that terrible arm 1 

" Ivord F. Somerset. — The enemy was concentraW 
Dubba, and the Ameer boasted, that we were fewer, audit 
had more than were at Cahool. His foi-ce was above twenty- 
sis thousand, with eleven pieces of artillery: I said twenty 
thousand in the dispatch to keep bounds, hut all niv fp'^ 
concurred as to the Ameer's force being above twcuty-«i 
thousand. The dispatch will tell yonr lordship that Shoe 
Mohamed did not Cabool us. On the 27th wc got posses- 
sion of the fort and town of Meerpoor, and on the 4tli uf 
April took Omercote, 100 miles from the field of battle I 
hope his grace may not find much to condemn ; but I Itnovr 
that in trying to adhere to the niles of a great mnsW, 
men make sad blunders while imagining they are applyias 
his principles: of my own conduct I am no fair judgt, and 
can only say, if it meets with the duke's approbation H 
will be the greatest gratification and the utmost of my 
ambition. 

" I see all sorts of attacks made on Lord Ellen boroueb't 
policy in England as well as here. As regards India, th^ 
cause is this. Ijord EIU:nborough puts an end to waairful 
expenditure of public money by certain civil servunta, wImj 
were rioting in the plunder of the treasury : at least surh is 
the general opinion. These men are all intimate with ilif 
editors of newspapers, and many engaged with than ; 1^ 
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therefore fill the columns of the papers with abuse: but 
men begin to see through this^ and justly to estimate his 
excellent government. His lordship has destroyed a system 
calculated to ruin India^ or any country, and to which our 
misfortunes in Affghanistan are justly attributed : the army 
was degraded^ vilified^ run down until it really became in- 
fected with a bad opinion of itself. When I arrived at 
Poonah^ I really saw such things^ and heard such^ as to leave 
no difficulty in accounting for our misfortunes : the military 
spirit seemed to have gone! Lord EUenborough arrived^ 
he gave public expression to his confidence in the army^ the 
troops felt they had a protector and their spirit came back^ 
for they were no longer commanded by ignorant political 
agents. 

" All this was eiBFected by Lord EUenborough in ten 
months^ and I assure you I chiefly attribute my own good 
fortune to the spirit infused by him ; and to those admirable 
general arrangements which enabled me to apply that spirit 
with effect : yet this is the man abused^ though no error can 
be brought against his government. Let facts speak. This 
time last year India was all gloom and despondency \ now 
every one is confident and cheerful. The armies in Aff- 
ghanistan were then supposed to be lost ; they became 
victorious^ are safe on the right side of the Indus^ and 
all is safe and flourishing: but the treasury is no longer 
pillaged^ and in that lies his lordship^s crime. 

*' I did fervently hope from your note, some months ago, 
that Lord Hill was recovering, and was much vexed to hear 
of his death : we arc bom to die, but it is lowering to the 
spirits to lose the great and the good, and he was both V^ 
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Aptes the battle of Meeanee Lord Ellenbrn-ongh i 
manifesto proclaimmg the offences of the Ameers, I 
tice of the war, and the annesHtion of Scinde to the Indian 
empire. After that of Dubba he made the victor an absolute 
governor, responBihle only to God for a clear conHcieQce 
to the supreme government for general policy. TTiia ^ 
offensive to the directors and the Bombay faction, 1 
looking to the plunder of Scinde through their reW 
as civd functionaries, that an inBaoe fury of vitupcnticn 
seized them, and lasted for years. Oa the other hsnil 
Charles Napier illustrated Gibbon's remark, that " loi 
action when guided by the sense of propriety and t 
lencc becomes the parent of every virtue; and if j 
virtues are aecouipunied with equal abilities, a &di3 
state, or an empire, may be indebted for their safcta 
prosperity to the undaunted courage of a single inan."1 
heart and brain indeed expanded simultaneously with t 
sense of power, when he contemplated the Scindeea' a 
the Beloochees' ferocity, the natural riches and cnforred 
misery of the country : — abject misery which he was intent 
to abate by softening barhavian passions, exciting industry, 
and spreading the healing balm of justice over the wounil^ 
of society. He will be now found, without cruelty or hanh- 
neas, or bloodshed, and in an incredibly brief time, pri-seatiag 
the astonishing spectacle of a people, composed of distia^^ 
races, — one fierce and warlike the others revengcfulJ 
having much to revenge — uniting under his rule 
abandoning evil habits and joining in a commoa poi 
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ide and agriculture. And this with such sincerity of 
feeling, that tlie Beloocheen, fearing hitn at iirst as the 
incarnate spirit of ill aod calling him so, bowed, when 
they had experienced his sway, to his justice, their fear 
and amazement at his prowess merging in love and renera- 

His first step was the announcement that all who submitted 
shoald retain their property, rights, and public situations: 
his next was to free the Ameers' debtors from their obliga- 
tions, by which very many influential persona were drawn oil" 
from their cause : then he organized his civil functionaritrs 
from the officers of his armv, giving this wise injunction ; — 
" make no avoidable change in the ancient laws and customs, 
the conquest of a country is sufficient convulsion for the 
people without abrupt innovations in their habits and social 
life." His fourth step was to mollify and conciliate the 
great sirdars and chiefs by honourable treatment, by adroit 
flattery and honest promises of future protection, adding 
thereto an act of great vigour, which gave assurance of his 
sincerity ; for finding that the camp followers, some twenty 
thousand and very lawless men, were plundering the Scin- 
dians, he suddenly disarmed them : it was the stroke of a 
master who would be obeyed. 

The times were however too wild, and the elements of 
mischief too copious for the country to settle down in quiet 
without further demonstrations of force. Shcre Mohamed 
had fled to the desart, bnt being without a refuge there 
hovered about so long where water could be found, that the 
Scindces in irony called him the " Jungle Wallah," or 
keeper of the jungle. He was however by degrees rein- 
forced, principally from the right bank of the Indus, where 
wvcral large tribes were disposed to accept his pay for a new 
dfort. Thus towards the end of Apiil he was able to take 
post with eight thousand men at Khoonhera, Roostum's old 
lair, sixty miles N.E. of Hydrabad. His followers were huw- 
Mbt no longer the swordsmen of Dubha, they lurked rather 
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than eoUected far w: atil] the state of aflaira wasW^ 
critical. 

" On the left banlc of the rivw, northward of RbtraDhfra, 
RoostumV BOD, Meer Ilosseiii, having two tbouaand men at 
Shah Ghnr, menaced Ali Moorad, who had moreover to coo- 
tend with refractor}- killedars on the right bank, and with 
Home independent tribes — amon^t thcni the formidable 
Chaodians. On that side also. Shah Mohamed, the Lion's 
brother, bad gathered some thousands of warriors wilb k\a 
guns and come down to Sehvan, designing to pass tbe a 
there, having concerted an insurrection about Hydn 
but for objects of his own, for he had previous to 1 
offered to assassinate bis brother, and been repelled i 
horror by Charles Napier, who gent the Lion notice of the 
designed villany. That prince had gone northward after 
the battle although his own territory was in the Deltit, 
a wild unhealthy district, not to be entered by the British 
in the hot season, and then filled with predatory roriiii; 
Beloochees, some twenty thousand, calling thcmaclvcs his 
soldiers and ready to take his pay. Eastward of the Ilrlbt, 
beyond the Poorana branch of tbe river, was also a tribr- in 
arms, five thousand, intercepting the comranniciitious with 
Bombay. Insolent and elate they were too, from Cajilain 
Jacob's misconduct : he had moved against them nitlioot 
orders, thereby marring a combination of the general, bot 
had not rcttolntion to attack and retreated to MeerjMmr. At 
the i^ame time the Jam of tbe Jokcaa menaced Ktu 
displaying great arrogance, which waa too tamely v 
by the commandant. Colonel Boileau, 

These events demanded some decisive measure, 
heat had become so great that to take the field was ccrHJn 
death for many soldiers, and thus a complication of dangers 
and dilBcultics again required a master stroke. For if the 
liion were permitted to unite the roving bands on the left 
ba[ik of the Indus, and receive help from the right bank, he 
■night throw himself into the Delta and remain t 
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Qnlil the cold season, nhcn a uew anJ more difficult warl'aiv 
iimiil CO III me net. The Lukkec liibc waa already collectiiif^ 
boats to join the Lion's brother, and evei'ywhere comniolionB 
were beginning ; wherefore seeing that the tranquillity of 
the cuuiitry could oidy be secured by immediate action, the 
general resolved to brave the dreadful Hun and onee inDrc 
t«ke the 6eld. This wa:j a great and most dangerous opera- 
tion, but waa not more bold than the combinations were 
akilful, both being of the highest class in war. For holdinfr 
le Lion to be the nucleus of all mischief, he resolved to 
;e at and capture him, befoi-e hi! could gather head or 
:h the Delta. In this view, he reinforced Ati Mooitiil 
with Chamberlaync'a irregidar horscoieu, for resistance to 
tlussciu; Colonel Roberta was directed to bring a column 
of all arms from Sukkur to Schwan ; and Jacob's force was 
KUgiiicntcd on the side of Meerpoor by degrees, under pre- 
tence of establishing posts ; the connecting fortress of Ali- 
ka-Tauda, between Hydrabud and Mceruoor, was repaired, 
and troops were called from Deesa to strengthen Oinercole. 
An intercepting line was thus drawn between the Lion ami 
Abe Delta, while Roberts menaced him from the north, and 
Bmmberlayne and All Moorad prevented a junction witli 
feuseiD. Having thus spread Lis web, the general watched 
Ifefery vibnition from Uydrabad, ready to sally forth and seixe 
Be Lion. 

m Thut prince after a short stay at Khoonhera approached 
Bfe Indus, and passed his family over to the right bank for 
hfety ; but at the same time looked to favour a counter 
bsaage of the Lukkec tribe. The Rbins also, the most 
Bpwerful of all the Bclooch tribes, had promised him twenty 
Bousand warrioi's, and be knew of the pnijected insurrec- 
pim at Hydrabad. Thus once more the Lion and Charles 
Hftpicrvrcrc pitted agamst each other in generalship, Imtli 
bting on the same plan, namely, to surround each other : 
Br while the great outward chain was being formed around 
fee Bcluocb by the Englishman, the former, with bis cunfu- 
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inBurrection. The Lion's movements were how. 
to his opponent, whereas tbc British general's were too 
and too profonnd to be discovered ; some of his cli 
columns had to march sixty, some a linudred, Bome 
two hundred miles to attain their object: aiid yet even the 
nearest were most xkilfully hidden. The combiiiatiou was 
as delicate as it was vast ; for the inundation and the heat 
were to be taken into calculation, the first coming on swiftly, 
the last already raging — tenible in prospect also, seeing that 
the thermometer was sure to mark more than 130° in tbf 
coolest shade ! Certainly to resolve on taking the field in 
face of such obstacles evinced extraordinary resolution, and 
to succeed suqiassing talent. 

This reappearance of the Lion was bailed with a treason- 
able esultation at Bombay. " He was a great commander; 
his force was overwhelming ; tbe war was a religious one ; 
the people adored their patriarchal princes ; the whole 
Belooch race was rismg in arms, they would be supported 
by the Affghans ; the British troops, deprived of Majot 
Outram's protective genius, and led by an incapable old 
niffiaii, would be destroyed." This faction, taking 0' 
for tbcir oracle, had always predicted such an ending, 
through Dr. Buist's newspaper, the known oi^an of 
members of the Bombay government, look active al 
insure such a result. His articles, which were always 
lated, shewed bow and where to attack tJic troops with 
advantage, and the chiefs were assured, most truly, 
jiersons of authority and iuflneucc in England and Boi 
would hail their success. Afterwards, when the 
ability and energy had ballied these traitorous scbeiuoc,! 
secret authors declared, as earnestly, that there had 
been danger or difficulty, and Sir C. Napier had feroci 
slaughtered some half-armed barbarians! Accompany 
this with such direful announcements of their owa pi 

:tue as the following, taken from Buist's colouina. 
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"Alas that this man bears tlie nami? of Englishman] 
Uas ! that he is born in the glorious Hge of Wellington^ 
'hich he disgraces I " This sketch shall now be illustrated 
hy the general himself. 

" Journal, April 7th. — Now my fearful work of settling 
lie country begins^ and the heat is violent. I have to collect 
I Administer justice, arrange the troops, survey the 
nintry, project improvements, form civil officers, and ap- 
oint proper functionaries. I have to get a thorough hold 
Wnquered country, and establish a government ; and 
tttve really hardly any one to assist me : all is confusion, 
ind the Diilitar}- movements are still going on. The last 
■lone arc enough to occupy one mind, and but for young 
McMurdo I should hardly get on. 1 am gradually finding 
out fine fellows, but there are no great number to select 
[ am a stranger to many, and those I am most ac- 
[ttaintcd with have duties already. It is a fine field to work 
B, but I am too old, and the climate is not invigoraliiig. 
Wb have abolished slavery here, at which all the Auckland 
tion earp, as they do at all Lord E. does. ' He is ton 
Ii4|aick, he is in too great a hurry,' The slave girls of the 
Harem differ on this point. I have sent off the Ameers to 
Bombay. 

"April 13th. — The people at Kurrachee are frightened Id 
Bath by the Jam of the Jokeas, though they have a stronger 
than 1 had at Meeanee. I find that tweWe woundt-d 
the 22nd concealed their hurts on the 24th of 
brch, thinking there would be another fight ; they were 
ajvered by a long hot march which they could not com- 
plete, and when they fell owned the truth : two had htrcn 
shot clean through both legs ! How is it po»(Stble to dt-fcat 
British troops f It was for the Duke of York to discover 
: day the Ameers quit their conquest. Their 
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cubineg will go with them : they are all girls, torn by 
from their families, abut up for ever in the SEcnonai 
hating their ravisbers : no wonder, for except Sbadad 
HusBcin, who are rather good-looking, Shadad has 
cutting look though, the Ameers are very diaguating men. 
Poor girls ! I am now anxious to abolish the system irf 
presents. Tbe poor cultivator pays one-third of his produce 
to tlic Ameers, and bakshis to the collector, to this, that, 
and t'other, until be has only one-fourth left for life and 
cullivation: if I can abolish this bakshis system he wiii 
have three-fourtbs ; but who cnn say what his produce will 
be in this land of produce ujiboundcd 1 

"April l-ith. — The war is decided. The princes of tbe 
laud, that is the eoncjiierors of Scinde not the Sciudian 
liiinces, are deposed, 1 atii master aud am going to quit iny 
tent for the palace of my enemy. Thus ends tbe aevenUi 
volume of my journal. The eighth shall begin with so ac- 
count of my work as administrator. I hope to be as suc- 
cessful as in my military progress, but it is far more difficult. 
However I succeeded at Cupbalonia and may do so here by 
ddigence and zeal. Yet it will not do to govern in a tent 
with the thermometer at llO" notwithstanding tbe aid of 
tatties to coo! the air. 

" Richard Napier. — You must not take Outram's 
of the war if you see him j he is mad on that subject 
rage. What think you of his writing to me, tbrm 
before Mceance, that tbe Ameers bad not assembled & 
' Except their servants they have not a man : ' the next- 
he was attacked in the Uesidency by seven thousand, 
two days later we bad to fight the battle ! Hod bis n 
lous ideas of the honour and truth aud ill-usttgc ofi 
Ameers, those pati-iarchal princes as he called thcDi, 
any impression ou me there would have been m 
Cabool massacre : as it was, h'n opinions, which all 
papers are crying up, indueuced me too mueb. If 
a man saved bis army by adhering to his own jud| 
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ttgainst popular outcry I siivcd mine— and uuder every 
idicule and insult from newspapers, with their outcry that 
Outran) Has the man : he had nded Scinde for years, 
ndia, and must know beet in this matter I' My 
18 however placed their faith in me ; and though many 
:n wrote anonymous letters, abusive enough, they are 
now aa quiet as mice" — it was&fi-w who wrote mony letters. 
'* From first to last my soldiers uiuck to me ; and from tii-3t 
to last Outram was deceived. The Ameers' prepuratiotis 
had long been made, and only yesterday, on a tiial, it came 
out, that while writing the most violent protestations of 
failh they had issued orders in all their vi]|af;es to murder 
every English man, woman, and chdd ! " 

Iict his journal now be interrupted to trace Outram's 
conduct in England. Accepting the friendly greetings of 
Sir Charles Napier's family, and proftasing unbounded ad- 
miration and friendship for him personally, he secretly 
strove to ruin him with the government and the public 
by whispered charges of wrong. And from the moment 
he rcnciicd Loudon, many of the leading London journals, 
fr(-slily primed or adopting the falsehoocU of the Indian 
i'.i'ss, presented the conqueror of Scinde aa an ignorant 
",iital soldier, who had forced on an unjust war dei^pite of 
[lie humane renionstrancea of the "accomplished Major 
Uutram " — a man so illiterate that he could not write bis 
own publications I His superior capacity for governing the 
itry was especially insisted upon in England, still 
at Bombay, where the slanderous anti-Ellenboraugh 
in and the ci'editors of Outrum, wei'c alike eager to 
for bim a lucrative ajtpointment. His power to 
would have been smalt hud he been alone; but the 
>y ^vernment had, as the general autJeiputed, adapted 
ivs and transmitted them to the directors, who listened 
'ly to anything that aided their enmity against Lord 
iboruugh : nor was the home governmeut averse. An 
ributed to Outrum at the time, was charac- 
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teristic of tlie man and of what wna goiDg on. " /d 
think Sir C. Napier had to many friends in Engia 
I would not have attacked him." 

Foiil play soon became ao evident that the write 
this biography publicly rebuked Outraiu for suffering ihs 
promulgation of falsebooda detrimental to his benefactor, 
and tending to his own glorification. He evaded t^OK 
explanation, returned to Bombay, and from thence, at > 
safe distance, commenct-d a long course of shameless abn« 
against tlie man who had saved him from the jnst anger of 
Lord Eltenborough : and in that course he will be found 
obtaining from men in oflice support, shamclirss as hi> 
own conduct. Before leaving England however he drew 
up what he called a protest, which being shewn tu tiie 
Duke of Wellington was by him caat upon the groniitl 
with an expression of unmitigated seom. NeTerthelesi 
supported as he was, his tales had an inSueiice on tb<r 
ministers of the day Biiffieiently disgraceful. No pm 
were fired in honour of the victories, do thanks were 
moved for in Parliament ; and rumours of misconduct whi<^ 
"government could not countenance I " were freely cimi- 
lated in excuse. 

A chain of political causes may here he clearly trBCed. 
Lord Ellenborough was hateful to the directors hecs^ 
he had stopped their rapacious folly in the East ; ^ 
were powerful in England; Sir James Weir H<^ 
powerful with them, and if he is to be believed. Sir 1 
Peel was at that time soliciting him to take office. 
Sir C. Napier's victories had consolidated Lord 1 
borough's policy, when the diifctors were denoiu 
as impolicy. The chain of hostility was thus 
Instead of thanks and acknowledgments for the | 
tones, Lord Ellenborough received from the secret^ 
mittee of the India House, a demand for expUnatioj 
certain " notes of conversations " held with the . 
by Outram. These had been given by him to the d 
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fend embodied all his foul charges agaiDst Sir C. Napier, 
who was thuH ofEciiUly required to explain by tbc Indian 
government. IJis formnl answer, to be recorded further 
on, drew the following report from the governor-general 
in council. 

" Sir C. Napier has entered at some length into the justi- 
fication of Ilia proceedings before the battle of Meeanee. 
In doing this he has placed upon our records a mass of 
most curious and interesting matter, which we regret it was 
not in our [tower to lay before you at an earlier period. Wo 
strongly feel, that it was to JIajor General Sir C. Napier's 
penetration and decision that our army owed its safety. 
And we are aatonisbed at the extent to which Major Outram 
suffered himself to be deluded by the Ameers !" 

This testimony from a supreme government, in favour of a 
public servant, joined to great victories, would in other cases 
have secured the highest honours : it did not even protect 
him from injury' and insult. Meanwhile he pursued bia own 
counie uf honour and usefulness with more than his usual 
diligence and fortitude. 

"Journal. — This 30th day of April my quarters were 
moved into Uydrabad, and I occujiy the palace of the 
chief Ameer, Nusseer Khan ! So ends my campaign, or 
mthcr BO my reign commences. At Cephalonia my work 
wu that of a horse, the fatigue endured under a bnniing 
sun was immense: I cannot so work now, but I must 
work to do some good in Scindc, and try to make the 
poor rejoice in our govcmiuent. 

"May Ist. — Shcre Mohamed has again collected ten 
thonaaud men, and I will disperse them if they do not 
disperse themselves ^ but it will be good to give them time 
to du so ; for by conciliation one or two chiefs may he 
coaxed tti come in, and then others will follow. They are 
[]ow alarmed, and conscious how ill they meant to u«e us 
(jiptct the same treatment. Their intentions were indeed 
fetoy ferocious^ previous to the buttle j for thinking nothing 
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could prevent victoiy, it was settled that all the fugitives, 
prisoners, man woman and child, were to be collected on 
the battle field there to be slaughtered! I alone to be 
saved. My nose was to be bored, a ring placed in it, and 
a chain to the ring ; Nusseer Khan was then to moont his 
horse, and holding the end of the chain lead me in triumph 
from the field. A dispute arose. Nusseer was averse to 
the whole thing, but said, if I was to have the ring and 
chain, they should be of gold. Shadad swore they should 
be of iron, and heavy ; and so it was decided. A pleasant 
walk of six miles I should have had, with a heavy chain 
dangling to my snout. Well, 1 owe Nusseer gri for wishing 
it to be of gold : I was however a chicken counted before 
hatched — the ring is in their noses ! 

" May 3rd. — Dispatches from Lord Ellenborough come. 
He says, ^ General I send you my order, prefixed to your 
dispatches, but you have done so much for the army, and 
for our empire in India, that my resources in the expression 
of gratitude and praise, and all my ingenuity in devising 
rewards for service in the field, are quite exhausted, and I 
sec the inadequacy of my own work. I trust you may 
live long to enjoy the honours England will bestow upon 
you, and to perform more services to India. Believe mc 
general, with the most sincere admiration and esteem your 
ever faithful friend and servant, Ellenborough.' '^ 

Honours ! Not even a salute for his victories ! The 
thanks of Parliament delayed a year, and then alloyed with 
j)ersonal insult ! He had leave indeed to change his red 
riband from one shoulder to another, and to substitute 
G. for K. in the initials of his knighthood ; and he got a 
regiment, which was his right on the score of former ser- 
vices: — but from the Duke of Wellington, who paid no 
court to a body of men, called by his brother Lord Wel- 
Icslcy, the ignominious tyrants of the East. 

" Journal. — I strive to curb pride and vanity. Get thee 
behind me Satan ! But it is not easy to make Satan obey 
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when one is a conqueror. No mortal praise does i-ettUy 
affect me, but I am grateful to Lord Ellenborough. I 
cai-e not for the Grand Cross, which I dare say they 
will pivc me; hut I do want a medal in common with 
the private soldiers; our danger was alike and no be our 
reward. As to riches, which they say are to come, 1 ani 
equally indilTcreiit so far as regards myself, for my habits 
require not riches. Not so as regards others. My vic- 
tories will enable me to provide for my family and my re- 
lations, and to give something to John Kennedy's children ; 
however I have no faith in riches." — Theae were not 
mere phrases; he gave freely as he wi'ote. 

" ilay 4th. — Two chiefs have come in, and more are 
coming. I will not now attack Shei-c Mohamed till the 
1+th or loth, to give his people time for reflection on 
my proclamation securing all men's property, and former 
appoiutmCnts : it will make half of them leave him. I have 
however sent a steamer up the river to do a little mischief, 

and prevent the mountaiu tribes crossing. Captain is 

a person indeed who will do no good, but my orders are 
positive to chase all boats away, so that no Beloochees can 
get over from the right bank ; and probably the battle of 
Dubba has given them an excuse for not coming. The 
river has risen and I am crippled by want of boats ; by the 
sun also, and by the want of camels : still 1 will attack 
these chaps once more if I can get carriage. More chiefs 
have ashed to come in, and I pardon every one ; it Is non- 
sense to make exceptions on these occasions. Nobody 
thinks he is wrong, or that those who helped him are : ex- 
ceptions only turn eut-throats into heroes, and I would 
rather [lardun a eut-throat than fight with a hero ! Lord E. 
has ordered me not to pardon Ahmed Khan Lugharree, yet 
|, will slip him in quietly; he is not a bad fellow, though 
B did lead the attack on the Residency. 
" May 6th. — Shere Mohamed is alarmed ; he sent propo- 
■ trhicb I rejected, insisting on unconditional surrender. 
) must clear out or this land will have no '^cojck:-. ^qt \ 
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neitlier. In ten daya I shall have camels, and < 
drive him into the desert, where he cannot abi<U i 
Lc is a salamander. Weil, God only knows, he majr^ 
me ; hut ' Dieu est toujoura du cote des gros i 
said Turenne, and I have the 'groe cunons :' be has none 
at all, for I took them. I Uke him fur the good fight he 
makes, but let him beware of the middle of May ! Still 
my hope is, no more fighting, no more slaughter. My 
object now is to create; to mate roads, boildings, open 
streets, to insure justice. Oh I how I long to begin i 
to liw, and to rest after the horrid carnage of these h 
At times I almost wish for death 1 

" General W. Napier, May 8lh, — I am very Be\"crcly worked 
under heat almost unbearable ; the thermometer is ahove 
100°, in an artificially-cooled room, with ualls fire feet thick! 
Yet I am well. My work is easily stated : there is no 
government. Tlic Bcloochees are hostile and well armeili 
the Scindees in our favour, but slaves to the Bclooch«es snii 
unarmed ; were they armed incautiously they would plnnilet 
their neighbours and my convoys, conjointly willi the 
Belooch. The robber lias so long ruled here that he h»» 
become a glorious fcUow, and the moment a chap gets B 
tulwar, i. e, a sword, be his race what it mav, he sets up in 
trade : all my own camp followers, twenty thousand, i_ 
arms and rob everything, I have now forbidden t 
carry arms, and shall sec bow that works; the Seindee 3 
poor to buy a sword, and is by habit a labourer, the* 
labourer, for a Beloochee acorns labour. You know 1 
his swell cut, bis slow rolling lounge, his shield, his t 
matchlock and dagger : the spade don't suit his han^ 
your gold watch does ; and there are still twenty thoi 
of these fellows roving about. I must keep the whip I 
or be thrown in the race, and for that my fore*! b sm 
widely spread. 

" The Ameers were personally disliked. Outrftm vril) 
you the contrary, but the refusal of all their wives andfl 
cubiQes to accomxisQ-j \.Wto \» qtis estissiMfj tomq.'^ coun 
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proofs. I have the whip which hung up in Nusscer's zunnna 
to flog ihe women with: it has two lashes made of twisted 
brass wire ! Yet Nusaeer is accoimted the most noble and 
generous of them all. Shadad ia a monster. Oiitram is 
puffed up by a faetiou, which uses him as a tool against 
Lord JDllenborough : he bcbevcs all that faction says of him- 
self, yet thinks it far below his merits, which arc really only 
those of a partJzun : his head is turned. 

" I have not read any storj- of the Affghon war. I have 
not time to read ; but three regiments that were in that war 
are here, and all awear there was no other cruelty than 
refusing quarter, which they thus excuse. We did not 
begin, the cruelty of the AfFghans to our camp followers 
was so great that we found their bodies with all the marks 
of torture, and then the soldiers were beyond control. The 
feeling was evidently very fierce and s»nguiuary. I hope to 
get it under gradually in Seiude. There are very eicclleut 
men here, officers, who tell me they never saw any cruelty 
except refusing quarter : no deliberate cruelty. We have 
bad none ; it was indeed beginning, for plunder is the first 
step, but I quickly stepped that, and all the papers are 
abusing me for flogging plunderers by the provost -marshal : 
tbey are calUng upon the men and officers tu mutiny, and 
HTJput an end to this fellow's brcac^bes of law.' 
^^ " You know Lord W. Reiitinck abolished flogging, so 
^Hhere is no punishment save by the provost for sepoys, 
eiccept coiifuicment or death. On a campaign confinement 
is impossible, and a villain takes his e&ae, guarded by a 
rorporal and three men who have this extra duty while the 
gi-ntlenian sits all day on his heels, the great enjoyment of 
on Indian, [f I had flinched before those editors, of whom 
he of the 'Bombay Times' is the worst, this country would 
have been ravaged. Now, no atrocity has been committed, 
and the pwir Seindians flock to us, bringing provisions, but 
^y into the jungle before the Bcloochoe forces. The 
Ipidian has been a slave, and has not been ' rousi^d to 
! and mortal combat by out mjuatVcc' »s 'ftvi.w''. ol 
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the ' Bombay Times ' asseits ; for not one has tonf 
against na ; instead of ' bravely defeading their inrndcJ 
hovcla' they have got a good deal of our moucy and are 
delighted. The Indiitn press never takes part with i 
people, but with every fellow who is discontented and'] 
cally. They support a clique of ' respectable servati 
the Company ' who arc robbers of the first class, and h 
attempts to put any one of these from hia prey will have the 
whole press upon him. 

" As you thought, so I thought in the beginning, I'lt, 
that the Upper Scinde Ameers would not turn my left, but 
rise behind nie in the ceded districts ; wherefore I leiil 
Wallace therC) and called the Bhawalpore man to aid him; 
and then, as you say, hud on)y to think of the time and 
place for fighting. My march was on Kyrpoor, and I 
expected them to assail Sukkur as they promised, but tbc^f 
fled south. Seeing then their plan was concentration in iht 
south, I left the mass of my troops, who were safe in their 
numbers, under the guns of Alt Moorad's fortress of Dejec, 
taking him with me to the desert, as the best hostage. You 
know what followed, just what you supposed would foll ow; 
only, insti^d of a battle at Kyrpoor that plac 
without one : it was not walled, but was capable 1 
powerful defence. My enterprize in the desert was a | 
preparation for the greater movement south j but t 
you aayj my march was at my leisure. 

"They opened the gates of Hydrabad from cowil 
for their Beloochces would have fought like tigers, 
walls arc from forty to fifty feet high, of solid rock, * 
soft brick revetcment, in which a cannon shot makes a 
hole, around which all becomes more compact and loltm 
could have been taken by mining, being almost ^ 
flaiik fire, but then every house also is a citadel of % 
with walls five feet thick. 

" My bazaar order about violent riding, shocked I 
Indian editors ao much, that having other fish to fiyj 
prevented ui'j ^toijoavn^ a. ■wc.i^^ \iiiSuAWi. <£ the aim 
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their livera. My conscience was indeed sovuly troubled at 
the irritation cansed to them, by preventing half-caste clerks 
and Bubaltern officers riding over poor Hindoos, I have 
this very minute sent one of those clerks for trial, he having 
in breach of that order ridden over a poor young sepoy, who 
is much hurt: the fellow will be logged and all the editors 
will open npon me naturally ! Sir G. Arthur hiis supported 
me with energy and loyalty. Lieut. -Colonel Campbell, 
quartermaster-general, son of my old friend Sir Neil, has 
behaved ill. He and Sir Thos. MacMahon — but it is Camp- 
bell's doing — have attempted to ill-treat the finest fellow 
in my army, McSIurdo, superseding him now the campaign 
is over, by a son of the chief man in council, who baa been 
snu^ at Itorabay all tbc time ! Campbell has got as good a 
lecture as I could ^ivc him, and I have applied to Lord 
Ellenborough to back me up. 

"Journal, May yth. — 1 can do nothing against Shere 

Mohamed. I have no carriage, and the sun and the river 

chain my movements : yet with carriage I would try. I do 

love this fellow for his ftrmucss. He has made many offers 

to come in, hut he shall not, except unconditionally, I 

expect Ali Moorad : lie says he has fought a great battle 

and killed three chiefs with his own gun; not unlikely for 

he is a capital shot. He comes here on pretence of doing 

me honour, but really ' pour se faire valoir,' by appearing 

Lo get me to pardon the Bclooch chiefs who come in. I 

^_)KiU not lieprivc him of that honour. 

^^L " May 10th. — No news of AU Moorad, he will probably 

^Hpt come, there is no calculating on these chaps. It is 

^roange that the Indus has not yet given signs of swelling; 

wu had all sorts of stories about the risinR in April the first 

days; then the 15th; and on the 2nd and 3rd it did rise 

suddenly, but fell as suddenly and no me since. Now the 

15lh of May is fixed for it, hut officers here have si'eu the 

toundation complete early in April : it is very uncertain and 

papers me ; for if 1 go out against the Amccr and it rises 

*rill cut me off, and unless sufficient pto™\ou% rat \;i^c». 
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we may perish. Provisions for five months! And how 
earrj- thcui ? Until I know when, and how high, and where 
the Indus will roll hia mass of waters, I dare not moic 
And the heat has come so suddenly that 1 should lose half 
my people. A government general order saya do troops 
shall move in Scinde after the 1st of April: it is death. 

"May 11th. — In vaiioiis oblique ways I have endeavoured 
to bully Shere Mohamed, and this morning a measagre came 
from him to say, he would surrender if his treasure was 
spared. His treasure is safe, and he shall faavu evcrk-lbing 
except hia principality, which he has lost by warring on xia ; 
my belief is that he ia the bravest and best of the Aai«n. 
Ue did not kill his women. 

" 12th. — Lieut, Anderson, Outram's brother-in-law, has 
arrived to supersede McMurdo ; this shall not be : at Icut 
I hope to stop this piece of injustice and folly. 

" 13th. — Mohamed Khan of Ka Tandah came in this 
He was in a funk, until assured of not being hangied, 
went off apparently well pleased at having reeeivcd bui 
from me his father's sword. 

"Mth.— Two more chiefs; they will come in fast now. 
These two are, Golam Sha and something else Sha, tber 
seemed fat, good-humoured, laughing cut-throats enough. 

"May 15th, — Four more come in. We shall have all 
quiet Boon, hut the main chance must be looked to, and an 
taken against conspiracy ; these barbarian rohhcrs are smart 
chaps at throat-cutting, yet I can manuge them : the thing 
is to be wide awake. 

" Sir G. Arthur, June 1st. — I have only now been able lo 
bring my plans to working order. I have made peai-e with 
the tribes along the right bank; and to shew how htllc 1 
feared them, marched a column under Colonel Ktihcrts from 
Sukkur to Sehwan, through those tribes. Their great chief, 
Wullec Chaudia, was my prisoner, taken by Ali Moorad: lie 
expected to be hanged, but had freedom with full pardon, 
and has gone up the right bank swearing eternal frJetid^ hJlk. 
like the lailits oS iW aoU-'^wyjVi\n. tiver^where Robert* ^H 
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^^With friendahip. Shah Mohamed, the Lion's brother, has 
sent to aak forgiveness. Anderson, with some troops, in a 
steamer, knocked about hia boats and killed forty of his 
men, aiding the effect of Roberts' march. Steamers and 
boats have now gone up pass Roberts to the left bank. 
" I handed a Beloochee lately, to the astonishment of his 
chief. ' \^Tint ? hang a Belooehee for killing a Scindian 
woman?' The life of a Scindiau woman midcr the pa- 
triarchs was worth about 200 rupees. Life, social happiness, 
security of property, public advantage, were, one and all, 
sacrificed to the seusual gratiiieations of the Ameers. Mr. 
Robertson, when he said this was the mildest native goveni- 
lueiit in India never made a greater mistake, nor a more un- 
founded assertion. 

" Contrary tii uiy system, and without my knowledge, thirty 
policemen were lately sent down the river to a district I had 
strung reasons for not meddling with until the cold season : 
the conacqucuce was that a Belooch force killed six. We 
had no business to poke our noses into this southern district 
of Mecrpoor, all around which I had made friendly by nego- 
tiation : it was tbus iHolated, and sure to fall without a life 
lost when Shere Mahomed is crushed. This disagreeable 
eieut has, or may, injurti my plans much ; but it is told to 
you in confidence j for there is such an extraordinary coin- 
ciilence iu the opinions put forth on Sciodian affairs by the 
'Bombay Times,' and those iu Mr. WiUoughby's private 
notes to oie — identical words appearing in both, tiiat I fear 
an attack on the person who unintentionally got me into 
this scrape. For myself I care not. A man must have a 
miserable opinion of himself who cares for the attacks of 
the ' Bombay Times' and Dr. Buiat ; your order for his pro- 
secution has given great satisfaction to the offici-rs here. 1 
fancy Buist, and his writers, would greatly RJoiec If there 
should befall in Scinde a pendant to the Cabool massacre." 
The prosecution noted above was never instituted ; pi-o- 
l»bly from the influence of Willoughby, the secretary of 

EfaMnicil and secret adviser of Outram. 
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'^ We are anxious to hear from England whether the in- 
triguers against Lord Ellenborough will Hucceed in leatoiing 
to the Ameers their unhappy victims the Scindians. I do 
not like to venture on promised improvements unless we are 
to keep the land. Meanwhile I have much fear of the lAan 
getting into the Delta district, amongst the rivers; a fear 
however which I do not mention ; for if that man Buist got 
hold of it he would urge the Lion to do so, in hopes of de- 
stroying us in the marshes next autumn. Already the Bom- 
bay emissaries have been hard at work, trying to stir up 
resistance in the way most likely to succeed, namely, mur- 
dering our stragglers. Luckily the Beloochees do not j(»D 
in the wish ; but as Buist is sure to do mischief, there is no 
time to be lost in attacking Shere Mohamed. 

'' June 1st. Journal. — I have been so unwell with fever 
and dysentery as to think I was, on the march * My pulse 
was scarcely above fifty- four. Now I can walk again, but 
the labour is heavy in this heat. By the Lord Harry it is 
heat ! 150^. Well, a man must die at his post, be it where 
it will and his work what it will : if God so wills I am now 
ready to die at mine without wincing. 

" Roberts has brought his column safely to Sehwan ; the 
effect of his march has been, as designed, to calm down the 
country, and will, if the heat admits, puzzle the Lion : in 
ten days this will be his position, if he has courage and 
folly enough to remain where he is. 




/ / Roberts. 



All Moorad. 



Sukku; 



nuHia. 



Hydrabad. 




KhooDhera. 
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" If he marches N.E. he may escape before Jacob gets 
across^ but he can thus only reach the desert where there is 
no water^ and a sun that will roast him up in five hours I 
He has no chance if Jacob can move^ but that is hard to 
do for there is but little water : however the same reason 
will shut off the Ameer^ and he is in a trap. It has 
taken me a month to arrange this movement of troops^ two 
hundred miles asunder^ and under a heat that mortal cannot 
&oe. 

" June 4th. — This is the Lion's last day for treating, and 
I shall move against him ; the monsoon wind has come, and 
though the heat scorches the flesh of man and beast I will 
try what can be done. This evening two guns and four 
hundred infantry go to Jacob, and will reach him the 7th. 
The steamers will be with Roberts this day to pass him over. 
On the 8th Jacob will move on Khoonhera ; and on the 9th 
I will move, to prevent the Lion crossing between Hydrabad 
and Meerpoor to establish himself in the marshes of the 
Poorana River, whence it would be no easy job to dislodge 
him, even in cold weather. 

''5th. — The infantry and guns will this evening reach 
Aliar-ka-Tauda, and shall halt, as Mohamed has made a 
demonstration in that direction : he shall however shew his 
dispositions more clearly, and I will wait for two things. 
lat. To hear of Roberts being fairly over the Indus, which 
is rising fast. 2nd. To hear what Ali Moorad does with 
Shere Mohamed. 

6th. — It is not safe to quit my cantonments till I hear 
from Roberts, and therefore Stanley is gone to halt Jacob. 
I will not expose my men to this heat while there is a 
chance of avoiding it, for a great many will be killed by the 
son-strokes. 

" Colonel Roberts, 7th. — God send our combinations may 
sacceed, but I always doubt in war. 

'' Journal, June 7th. — There is evidently a general com- 
VOL. n. 8 
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motion preparing^ and some treason is going on amongst 
the Beloochees about Hydrabad: it is necessary to be on 
guards and an example shall be made of traitors. Very 
anxious about Roberts^ I can make no move till his place is 
known. I think he will attack the Ameer, he has sufBdent 
force with Ali Moorad^s help ; so patience for me, with rea- 
diness to take advantage of what may happen. Roberts has 
orders, if possible, to attack on the side of the desert, and 
drive the Lion bodily into the Indus. I do not like to move 
on him if Roberts can do without me, for I have not half 
carriage enough, and fear we must dip into the desert and 
lose many men. I am still very unwell, but must go, for 
there is no one, of rank to conmiand, that can do the work 
but Roberts and myself. 

8th, — Sent orders to move the troops from Aliar-ka- 
Tanda to Meerpoor ; they will be there the 9th and ready to 
move with Jacob into the Registan or desert. 

" June 9th. — Roberts has done a famous job. The Lion^s 
brother must, forsooth, move his three thousand men within 
fifteen miles of Schwan, to see what Roberts is about and 
have credit for driving him away when he shall cross tk 
river. It is dangerous master Shah for beasts to go near an 
old huntsman. Roberts got wind of him, turned, and sur- 
prised him at daybreak, killed a hundred of his men, burnt 
his camp and took himself; and here is Shah Mohamed a 
prisoner in Hydrabad ! This will have the greatest moral 
eflfect throughout Scinde. 

" Lord EUenborough, June 9th. — This exploit of Colonel 
Roberts has been most brilliant: I knew he only wanted 
opportunity. I hope the troops will not suffer from the 
heat, but the lying reports spread everywhere by Shere 
Mohamed, and Hussein, Roostum's son, have put the coun- 
try in a ferment, and forced me to act at all risks. I expect 
Shah Mohamed in an hour, and have ordered a high tower 
to be prepared for him, there to await your orders. Mischief 
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has bei:n brewiDg for sume dayi, to rise on my rear when I 
go furlh, but this achievement of Roberts will have a great 
etfect." 

This high tower was one of his snbtle conntCT-strokes. 
The combination of Beloocbees foi'mcd for insurrection in 
and KTOUDtl Hydrabad, to aid Shah Mohamcd when he 
should come down with his forces was ripe for action, and 
his capture was not at first believed ; hence the ferment 
went on, luitil the genera] exhibited the Ameer in au open 
balcony of the high tower; be was then recognized and the 
combination dissolved. 

" Sir G. Arthur, June 7th, — Tlie Jam of the Jokeas has a 
fever: it seized him juat as the brothers M oh amed reached 
the two banks of the Indus and planted guns to command 
the stream. A report being then abroad that we were too 
■ick to meet Shere or Shab, the Jam went for purer air to 
the hills, while some of his Beloocbees begun a little plim- 
dering. I fancy the dispersion of the Shah's force, and that 
prince's captivity, will reduce the Jam's fever, and I expect 
to hear of his return to Kurrachee : however he never grew 
delirions, and our posts came regularly, so I am not called 
to be his doctor. If the Shah had beaten Roberts the 
Jam's fever wonid have continued. 

"Journal, June 8th. — Roberts will be over the Indus 
lliis day, and to-morrow Jacob will push into the desert, 
Shere Mohamed is not so close to Khoonhera as to get 
there before Jacob; he is not aware either of Roberts' ex- 
ploit, nor can he hear of it until this day ; therefore he will 
scarcely make up his mind to go from the river until he 
hears particulars. His great object is to cross the Indus to 
his family, and he will not quit the water for two days ; and 
then probably try to negotiate with All Moorad, who has 
my orders to keep him in play. I have every hope there- 
fore of Jacob getting two days' start, and so catching the 
Lion- If he waits to fight, Roberts and Jacob wdl take 
bim in rear and I in front. A report just come that be 
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means to 6ght AU Moorad : thisj if true, will give . 
two days. 

" 10th.— Collecting boats to cross the Fullaillee fc 
row. Jacab marches to-ntgfat, and will be on tlie : 
within hearing of Roberts' guns. On that tlay Robeils wiH 
be at Sukkurrunda, but will not probftbly uttack before the 
14tb, when Jacub will also be in the 6gbt. 

" Colonel lloberts, June 1 1th. — You have done your work 
like a solilier, and set us up here. I propose to advance with 
my left to the river, and my right spread out eastward as 
far as I can ; but I do not expect to make above twii 
marches and will be about to Hala, where 1 Eball heur that 
either you or Jacob have done the job. On the 13th be will 
be surrounded and must surrender or disperse : turn him 
towards the river if be fights. I want you to get your brace 
of brothers, and be will prefer you to Jacob, I am too 
strong. I like his pluck and will do niy best to get him 
favour; be is quite different from the lying cut-throats I 
sent to Bombay : the ' fallen princes.* How Bombay «en- 
timentals make me laugh. I took Shah Mobamcd'e swurtl 
away ; it is yours. 

"Journal, lltb. — Part of my force croBsea the Fiillaillue 
to-day, but those confounded boats have dawdled sniUy: 
however it is necessary for me to be a day or two in Hrrevs, 
or the Lion would bolt into his den before Roberts or Jacob 
contd reach bim. I now leave him quiet to mmiuidc Ali 
Aloorad, if he can : it will do Ah good thus to pull down hi> 
vanity. It is said the Lion has shut bim up in the i 
Sukkurrunda without any grub : I hope he will not g 
until half-starved. Ali assured me, when I told him i 
cautious as Shere Alohamed was too strong, that be wnnM 
capture or treat with bim as I wished; that he could kill 
him, or make him prisoner, according to my wishes— ug 
thing 1 liked 1 If my own arrangemeuts were u 
blossom, Sbere Mobamed i^hould be left to t 
bis vanity. 
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!2tli. — The cavalrj' and artillery are over the Fullaillee, 
and only one man and a horse drowned : tbey march thia 
evening to Ali-ka-Tanda. Thia will spread through the 
country, and turn back the fugitives if Roberta has beaten 
the Lion; and If any evil has happened my advance will 
check it. Intcliigence just come that Sherc Mohamed's 
army is dispersing fast. 

" 13th. — The Lion has marched south, and is, or was 
yesterday, at Sbah-i-Kbaut, 16 miles from where my cavaliy 
and guns are. I shall therefore march this evening to gain 
Ka-Tanda, pick up cavalry and guns, and march all night 
to fall on the enemy at daybreak, which will end the war. 

" 14lb, Nusseer-Foor. — Arrived here at 12 last night, very 
raucli fntigued, mind and body, by Laving personally to com- 
mand the — th Regiment. Colonel may be a good man, 

but he is a bad soldier ; out of the whole regiment only 120 
could coiue in, and I was obliged to send all back after 
m&rching two miles ; all were on the ground, sick or drunk, 
most of them the last : one fellow died drunk on the roada. 
I hear Roberta has defeated the Lion, when or where I 
cannot learn, but have sent to block the Muttaree road. It 
is said be has fled to the desert, but this may be to prevent 
my look-out towards the river. 

" I5th, Nuaseer-Poor.— 1 shall halt for news till night, 

and then moke one march towards Ilala. I muat have some 

news before morning, and I have despatched a number of 

coHsida in various directions with letters for Jacob and 

Koberts : some must find them to-day. That Jacob has 

been engaged is certain, that Roberts has 1 also believe. 

Had the first been worsted, he must have retreated either 

upon nie or not far to my right, and 1 must have hoard ; 

Ul«refore my mind is made up to advance gently, sending 

LgMBt for intelligence and guarding the Muttaree road. 1 

^Kniitot go to the cast, it is too sandy and too hot i my Eu- 

^^BBana could not stand it, our livers arc on the aitnmer uq^ 

^^H will soon boil : the natives caunot stand it, aud [ i 
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been obliged to take Red Rover into my tent, poor htut, 
where he hes down exhausted and makes mc very bot. I 
did not bring a thermometer, what use would it be to a 
lobster boiling alive ! 

"24th. — I had hardly written the above sentence ten 
days ago when I wbs tumbled over by tbe heat with 
apoplexy: forty-three others were etnick, all Eunipeans, 
and all dead within three hours except niysi-lf ! 1 do ool 
drink ! that ia the secret : the sun had no ally in the liquor 
amongst my brains. Unable to walk I flung myself on i 
table, and luckily one of my staff came in, I think McMurdo. 
He called the doctors, two were with me in a twinkling, wet 
towels were rolled round my head, feet in bot water, bleed- 
ing, and two men rubbing me. I was so drowsy at to be 
angry that they would not let me sleep : had they doQej| 
would have been hard to waken me I 

"\Viiile they were tying up my arm a horsenual 
from Jacob, to say, he had defeated Sherc HahomoT 
dispersed bis force, which did not stand a momenta 
Jacob had not a man hurt. I knew Dubba had takcl 
heart out, and said we should not have another shot fi 
Scinde. Lo ! I am right. All is now quiet, all the cliiets 
have laid their swords at my feet; above four hundred, wii 
worth many thousand pounds, bul all were returned. Jacob'* 
L message roused mc from my lethargy as much as the blocd- 
ing : it relieved my mind, for then 1 knew my plans hw) 
succeeded, and the Belooeh had found that his deserts ani) 
his fierce sun conld not stop me: we lost many men by 
heat, but all must die some time, and no time better tbu 
when giving an enemy a lesson." 

These extracts scarcely display the skill of his opi 
or the unyielding resolution vHth which he bore up ^ 
sickness, prosecuting his design until he actually fell tguat 
the door of death, half open to receive him. Thus, «hcii 
staggering, and expecting to fall suddenly, he was so inW 
on bis object, tbat b-i sent bis whole sehemc to the i 
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command, who was at Hydrabad, giving him a positive 
injunction, in case of his own death, to puah the movements 
without faltering. This was a noble proof of his ])ublic 
spirit, for it was not an operation to gain glory, but merely 
a means to attain to civil government. Writing to Lord 
Ellenborough on the 14th he saya "We heard guns this 
morning, which I am sure were a salute on the Anieera' 
arrival, for they were too few for an action with Jacob or 
Koberls. I know uot where either aie, and shall not risk 
tnovijig in the heat of the day. We must have news to- 
morrow, unless Jacob has let him slip past." 

The cannonade was no salute : it was Jacob's guns that 
spoke. The Lion's men then dispersed, and he with a few 
followers fled across the Indus to the Khelat hills, where hf 
will be hereafter found, robbed, maltreated, and finally, 
obliged to fly to the Cutchee hills. But hardly had ihe 
sound of Jacob's guns passed over the camp than the ge- 
neral fell from the sun-stroke. He was carried to Hydra- 
bad, yet so unyielding was his energy, that he is found, only 
three days after, writing long letters on important matters 
both to the governor-general and his own subordinates of 
the civil government : his journal however discloses the ter- 
rible struggle for life. How be endm^d the labour thrown 
upon him was indeed marvellous ; for the dftks, after several 
months' stoppage, had htxn suddeidy freed and an accu- 
mulated correspondence arrived at once. The Bombay 
portion was a heap of vexatious communications — pur- 
posely heaped and vexatious ; amongst them very long and 
very lying memorials from the captive Ameers, concocted 
for them by the faction at Bombay, which he was called 
upon to answer in the midst of his nulitary operations, and 
in heat so terrible, that the Europeans could only march at 
night, remaining in the day under tents with wet towels 
rolled round their heads, and yet fell dead by forties. Nor 
did all this labour make him neglect his on-n civil goveni- 

!Dt, which he bad already launched, to float like an ark of 
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peace on the flood of war. The date of the following letter 
speaks for itself. 

** Captain Fope^ collectoFj June 7th. — ^Too much to do to 
say much. Brown's letter found no fault with what yoa 
have done; and it was very disagreeable of Shere Mohamed 
to make it necessary to leave Ali Moorad's kardars where 
they are for the present. When an enemy has fifteen 
thousand men he will not do as one wishes, and like all 
others who make war^ I am obliged to consider what is ne- 
cessary to success rather than what is pleasant to you, or to 
any other person : it was necessary to maintain Ali Moorad's 
kardars or risk Roberts' safety. There would be no end to 
work in war if every order is to be accompanied with whys 
and wherefores. You acted perfectly right and no disappro- 
bation was felt or expressed ; but my plans demanded perfect 
confidence by the people in the power given to Ali Mooradi 
and I found that displacing his kardars was doing immense 
harm : therefore I instantly recalled my orders. Then came 
a report that you had refused to obey, spread by a man 
called Devan. I could not believe this and wrote to you in 
all haste : as I expected, you had obeyed, but the mere re- 
port broke ofi* all treating with Shere Mohamed when, as I 
hoped, we were on the point of getting him to lay down 
his arms ! By a prompt proclamation, and replacing the 
kardars, I have in some degree palliated the mischief 
Devan's lying had produced; but it has broken off all 
treating, and will cause much loss of life/* This Devan 
was afterwards, on strong grounds, supposed to be an emis- 
sary of Buist. 

Thus harassed, overworked, and sun-stricken, it is not 
surprising to find body and mind sinking, though the spirit 
remained untouched. 

*' Journal, July 30th. — I am very weak, and my legs have 
fallen away, yet they swell at night, and with a tired feeling 
hardly bearable, though keeping to my room all day. I 
have been overworked, body and mind, imder this sun : I am 
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fnking. However, I have now quieted all Scinde, despite 
of Oiilrani's predictiona of war for ten years. Pour months 
has suiRced for tranquillity I Last week I ordered eigihty 
police, Sciiidees, to march a man from Eurrachee to Tattab, 
one hundred miles, and hang him ; and it was done on the 
right bank of the ladu^, amongst all the mountain tribes, 
without disturbance ! We shall have peace. 

" .ill my troops arc now in cantonments, and I am re- 
lieved from much labour. My staff also is now excellent : 
my nephew William, AIcMurdo, Green, Drs. Grey and Gib- 
bou, and last McPhersou, who diversifies my letter books 
thua — having to copy between Scylla and Char^-bdis he 
wrote between scythes and carabines: quite as good. Thcu 
Brown, Rathbomc, Pope, Blenkyns and young Nixon, are 
all excellent : the four first rare follows indeed in their de- 
partments !" These were his soldier ci\iliuns, for only to 
meu who had aided in the conquest would he give posts: 
hence the fury of the Bombay faction. 

" If the Beloocbees move a finger in the cool weather, they 
shall be worried with fifteen thonsand men in a way tbey 
never were before. I can turn out here 5000, who have 
all fought under nie, except the 28th Regiment, the old 
slashers. Wilh these five thousand I would take forty 
thousand in band to-morrow, since the two defeats : in short 
my position is a hundred limes better than it has yet been. 
Meantt hile my brothers* and sisters' aRcction to me is great, 
their letters are dearer to my heart than all the bonoui-s Ucr 
Majesty can give, for which I care not. It is curious that 
William sent me his speculations, and everything he pro- 
posed was done before his letters arrived. What a general 
England lost by not employing my father I I am not bad. 
I have by long cspeiience and some study made myself ' un 
petit general' as Napoleon would call mc ; tliat is to any, u 
third-rate chap, like Blueher and Mamiont and others; but 
nut a first-rate like Napoleon, Wellington, Moore, and pcr- 
^teu Soult. I may indeed do amongst some of our Indian 
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generals^ such as with his nose fiill of grog, and heels 

full of highland reels, but that is the length of my tether. 

'^ I am howeyer so done up that to get through another 
campaign would be impossible : to mount my horse even 
is an exertion. I who ten years ago did not know what 
fatigue was, and even at Foonah knocked off fifty-four miles 
in the heat, am now distressed by four miles ! Well, a man 
must die somewhere and some time, and I am ready. Where 
my services are wanted there they must be given, and as- 
suredly they are wanted here : live or die^ here I must re- 
main till a successor arrives. He should come soon though, 
for more fighting is not in me, this last illness has floored 
me, and even my mind has lost energy : yet it is good to die 
in harness. To see my brothers and sisters once more, and 
Kennedy, is my wish but not my expectation, and I fear to 
tell them how ill I am. Prize money before going I hope 
for, to leave to my wife and children and to my nieces ; as 
to myself, money was never cared for by me except for those 
I love. 

" July 31st. — I have but a short race to run, unless some 
change happens a few months must close the scene : my life 
has exceeded my father's by ten years, and why should I 
live ? I really don't know. Dying is unpleasant, but worst 
for the survivors. I fear death most for my wife's sake : too 
old to marry again, too young not to feel life spoiled ! To 
God I leave my girls. Their arrival here, and the cold 
weather, may however set me up yet, for I do get better a 
little, and my brothers' and sisters' affectionate letters cheer 
me up like a flickering lamp getting a little air." 
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BE opinioD of the govemor-gcncTal in council, passed upoD 

r C. Napier's answer to Outram's "Notes of Conversa- 

tions," has been given ; the answer itself shall now illustrate 

the gcnecous temper which could withhold audi proofs of 

his accuser's misconduct, until compelled to disclose them 

IT »ink under calumny. The " Notes" embodied all Outraai's 
: representations, as to the Ameers' designs before 
I battle; but with this addition^-tbat the general had 
lieaped honours on Ah Mooradj had nisde a treaty with 
him and given him tcrritoiy, and bad withheld from Lord 
EUcuborough information that would have prevented the 
war. 

The honouring of Ali Moorad, and the treaty with him, 
were simple fabrications, without even a distorted fact fur 
foundation ; and Lord Ellen borough' a grounds for using 
force, were Outram's own charges against the .\meers, as 
Uid down in the " Return of Complaints." Outram also 
had adduced as worthy of belief Rooatum's false state- 
ments, but withheld Sir Charles Napier's public contradic- 
tion of tbcni, though it was addressed to himself officially ! 
In this spirit of foulness, Ali Moorad was said to have been 
bribed by the general with honours and territories : and in 
this spirit also the Bombay faction, and its tool, always 
spoke of Itoostum as the " venerable patriareh" and Ali 
Moorad as the " villain, coward, nifBan, and traitor," be- 
cause be had not broken his alliance with the Bi-itisb. Sir 
C. Napier's comments are to be found at length in the par- 
liamentary papers on Scindc : here they must be compressed, 

■ touchiug on matters alr<:ailv made known. 
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" The governor-general, July. — As Major Outram has 
sent his statement to government, it is incumbent on me 
to shew what weight is due to Ids judgment, and what 
weight was due to the assertions of the Ameers — ^that they 
wanted to keep the peace with us : for upon their sincerity 
depends any value which may be supposed to attach to their 
conversations with Outram. I shall for the present confine 
my remarks to the 10th and 1 1th February. 

" Major Outram had been deceived by the Ameers. On 
the 10th and 11th he sent me two letters, following each 
other by express, and containing three important things. 
Ist. A request that I should halt the troops. 2nd. That I 
should go in person to Hydrabad. 3rd. Information that 
the Ameers had dispersed all their troops. Now my lord, 
at the moment when Major Outram wrote the above, 25,862 
fightmg men were — a portion of them strengthening their 
position at Meeanee, about six miles ofi*; the others round 
Major Outrani's house, preparing to attack it. Ten thousand 
men of the Chandian tribe had crossed the river, and were 
coming down the left bank of the Indus in my rear ; 7000 
of Mcer Roostum's men were within thirtv miles, in rear of 
my left flank, at Khoonhera, and were about to march on 
Meeanee ; 10,000, under Shere Mohamed, were marching 
from Meerpoor : in the mountains also, on the right bank of 
the Indus, thousands more were preparing to come. Thus 
I had, AS my spies correctly stated, 25,000 in my front, and 
25,000 more marching upon me in all directions, without 
reference to the tribes gathering in the hills. All these, as 
the Ameers affirmed to Major Outram, were entirely beyond 
their contix)! ; yet Major Outram sent me two letters in one 
day, assuring me the Ameers had dismissed all their troops, 
and asking mc to let him give them a pledge that I would 
not march. Thus, in a most perilous position, would the 
major^s advice have completely shackled my movements, and 
placed my small army beyond the power of being saved 
except by a miracle. 
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^ " Let me now draw your lordship's atteution to some 
ven- important points. The Ameers did not want peace : 
they were confident of victory, and Lad aecurateiy calculated 
the day 1 should arrive at Jleeanee, namely, the 17th of 
February ; hut they could not assemble their full force of 
50,000 men till the night of the 17lh, or the fiioming of 
the 18th ; hence all their diplomacy of dissimulation, piw- 
craeti nation, and protestation^ was put in force to deceive 
Major Ontram, and obtain a pledge that I should halt if 
only for a day: I think he would hare so pledged himself, 
had I not positively forbidden hitn to give any pledge with- 
out my consent. That this was the real motive of the 
anxiety exhibited by the Ameers to suspend my march, if 
only for a day, is made more apparent by the fact, that there 
was no advantage to be gained by delaying the signature of 
the draft treaty. On the contrary, to sign would have 
enabled the Ameers to discuss and formally protest against 
any and every part, while it would relieve them at once 
the presence of our troops : but they were confident of 
iry and wanted to fight. 
" There were 25,000 men to be obtained by one day's 
delay in ray arrival at Mccuncc, and if the Ameers could 
have gained a week it would have brought us into the hot 
season, which they thought would paralvze our movements 
and finally deatroy the troops : they were in a great measure 
right. Had 1 been persuaded to believe in the Jemitical 
protestations of the Ameers, I should have sacrificed the 
troop», and another great catastrophe would have hefallcti 
the British armn. I^'ow my lord, when I considered these 
matters, I saw I could place no faith in the truth of the 
Ameers, and their ' conversations ' appeared to me so much 
iraate paper. But this was not all, Outram asked me 
seriously to go to llydrabad alone, and recommended me to 
Bcnd my troops to Sleerpoor. My throat would have been 
cut of course : and the troops, having lost their general and 
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been removed forty miles from tbeJr line of commniut 
the Indufl, would have been placed an foUows 
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" From tbia poution thoy would very quickly have beeu 
pushed into the desert, and every soul must have p 
Even a victory could not have saved them ; they could a 
have regained tbc river, harassed for forty miles i 
pulsed but hourly -in creasing force; u force more 
twenty times their own numbers before the battle. 

" As Major Outram seems to have forwarded his ' Nolea,' 
I think he ought also to have forwarded my denial of Mnr 
Roostum'a assertions. This does not appear to have been 
done, so I take the liberty of sending hcren-ith a copy I'f 
my letter, being indeed the same letter in whieh I acknow- 
ledged the receipt of his conversation with the Ameers on 
the 8th of February. And though much hamssed at lit 
time by the unavoidable labour which attaches to the com- 
mand of a young inexperienced force, suddenly assembleil, 
I am not aware that 1 left anything unreported to your 
lordship that I considered of importance: but iu can iil 
accident 1 have copies of all my letters to the Ameers, ai 
well as my proclamations, together with any IctteTS to Majof 
Outram which bear on the subject, I believe all I have do 
80, and they will enable your lordship to shew the £u|^ 
goverumeut, that I did all but sacrifice the honour of our 
ai-niB to maintain ])eace ; for which I believe hoth your lurd- 
ship and myself were sa aiudous as Major Oatram, or uv 
other person." 
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- Such were the wretched accusationi Charles Napier waa 
called apon to refute after his great ex|)Ioits, at a momeat 
too when from illness he stood on the edge of the grave, 
pushed thereto by overstrained energy to repel dangers 
which Ills accuser had not faced. Nor was this all. The 
Bombay faction, cherishing the captive Ameers, especially 
the filthy murderous Sbndad, whose acquaintance was a con- 
tamination for men, prepared for each separately, memoirs 
embodying every falsehood that could he invented, and 
making those Mahometan princes, none of whom could 
read, invoke Christ and his doctrines! Their allegations 
were answered, were disproved by the rebutting testimony 
of all the officers involved in them, and so transmitted to 
the governor-general, who treated them with merited scorn. 
K«bukcd then, they now coneoeted fresh complaints, chiefly 
relating to their women, — " They were outraged, insulted, 
robbed; their ornaments had been torn from them to satisfy 
the rapacity of the general for prize money, and they were 
tnally starving I" And these infamous slanders were not 
spread over India but accepted in England, by a party, 
I monstrous facts disgracing the English name. Sir C. 
pier's letters will disclose their true character. 
" Lord EUenborough, July. — The Ameers' women refused 
I accompany their lords to Bombay. They demanded 
I in money. I offered rations in kind, but for u long 
; they gave no answer : at last I received a inultitude of 
tnplainta from Bombay, one to say the ladies were 
Mtarving. This we knew to be nonsense, as the prize 
agents. had allowed them to take away from the treasury a 
great quantity of jewels, in short all they claimed. Lieute- 
nant Bronn took all pains to ascertain their state, and it 
iraa decidedly not as their moonshees asserted. However, 
^^pnre of the stones which would be concocted at Bombay 
^Hb the people of the set there, I ordered the moonshees to 
^^Ke in a statement of the money rations they required as 
mdtspensable for the ladies, and they have sent in what I 
enclose a copy of ! 
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" Now my lord thia is the real state of the case. Thtse 
luoonshees bting tlie only chanuel of couimiinicatioQ be- 
tween the ladies aud t!ie government, and with the Ameew. 
put every farthing advanced into their own pockets; anil 
were T now to furnish any, that would be Its destination. 
About 3^ Iuc3 would nmke a pretty little fortuue for thiese 
rascals, though from it should be deducted tlieir pavoicnU 
to the editor of the Bombay Times, who no doubt UDde^ 
stands his trade as well as these moonshevs. Having di»- 
covered this secret, and that the poor ladies would not 
profit, I have told the mooushecs I will not pay them a 
farthing; and that, unless by to-morrow night, they obeyrd 
Diy orders and farnishcd a list of rations in kind, I vduU 
put them iu prison, which I mean to do accordingly. 

" 1 asked your lordship to give these ladies jaghires, but 
since 1 have discoverid this system of robbing, carried on 
against both Ameers and ladies by these tuooaabccs, 1 
think you will pause before allowing a jaghire to he given: 
one thing may however be said in favour of a jagbire; 
though the ladies and Ameers wdl be inevitabll^ robbed, it 
furuisbes an answer to all attacks ! Dut it ap]fears to ac 
that a very plain question arises from the refusal otM 
ladies to join their lords, viz. tbe government has f 
an establishment to the Ameers aud their families : 
latter do not elioose to obey the Ameers and take advg 
of the provision made, is government bound to liud another 
establishment? However, I should be sorry 1o adroetl) 
miy harsh treatment of the ladies, aud 1 believe | 
hurror of I'eturning to tbe Ameers is well founded. 
inclined to believe, that only wives daughters and mot 
of the Ameers remain in the zenana ; that all tLrir c 
bines, being wives and daughters of Scindians niid UiJ 
subjects, and taken by force, have returned to their fain 
to sec whom was forbidden to them after they entered thf 
zenana, even until their deaths I 

" Sir G. Arthur. Extracts. — I must lift the ctntaiajf^ 
the aenaiia, w\i\c\i"Mv.ft'i\a\. i.^'^*! I have already douB^ 
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c purposes. The wotiieii of tlic zenaua are cot in want, 
i they know nothing of the application for money, which 
p-madc by their moonshcea. The Ameei's went off, leaving 
directions for their women to follow them, but tlie ladies, 
having heard that slavery was abolished refused to go. I 
have good cause, and so has Brown to wish the ladies with 
their lords : send me an order to put them on board, or on 
camels, and they shall go and my blessings with them, but 
they say they will not go. The brazen liea sent from hence 
wdl be doubly gilt at lioiiihay by the wailing friends of the 
'fallen princes j' and by the time they arrive in London 
will be pure gold and pass current against me: at all which 
I feel disposed to laugh. 

" The ladies left the zenana at their own desire, when we 
took possession of the fortress : had they not done eo they 
must have been removed, for I had no time to build bar- 
racks, and had no shelter for the troops, inside or outside, of 
^th« fortress, and the sun was upon us. We ha<l no room for 
^■■ita in the fort, which is filled by the zenanas even to want 
^H| air. Now the saci^d way in which we protected these 
^^Mumas from the slightest insult, in the native sense, \'iz. 
any man approaching them, made it impossible to put a full 
garrison into the fort even if there was room for tents; for 
the sentries on the walls would have looked into the yard^, 
and the poor women would have been shut up in their rooms. 
We were in the midst of enemies ; no one knew the fort, 
t wo knew a great quantity of arms were in the lenunas ; 
1 the cummaudunt and prize agents, none but officers on 
Ity being admitted inside the fort, saw hundreds of able- 
pied Bcloochees go in and out nf tlie zenanas : there was 
talent idea that some 800 or 1000 well-armed, strapping 
VS, were there concejiled, awaiting the attack of the 
n's 20,000 outside the town. Against these 800 Jlajor 
d had only a guard of recruits, half of whom never had 
relock in their hands. Had not the ladies asked through 
I Ameers to be removed I must have removed them, and 
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thoroughly searched the zenanas before giving battle to 
Shere Mohamed : arms we afterwards found in abofadance, 
and the men had been there. We got rid of them without 
a search ; but it could not have gone on long, as we were 
kept eternally under arms in the fortress. When the Ameen 
applied to me about their women I gave camels^ everything 
they asked for ; they did all themselves, no one of us saw 
them or tried to see them; no insult whatever was ever 
offered to them, nor was there the slightest ground for 
Buist^s infamous libel : no man in the Scinde army beheves 
his assertion, that one of ourselves wrote him word of the 
story.'' 

In connection with the Ameer zenanas, a curious circum- 
stance, ascertained long afterwards, caUs for record as an 
instance of the Lion's chivalrous feeling. When that prince 
suddenly ceased to assail Major Stack's column, his motive 
was not fear, nor inability to cut off the baggage, which was 
quite in his power; but seeing many women with it he 
withdrew, saying. Sir C. Napier had respected the Ameers' 
w^omen at Hydrabad and he would do the same by the 
Feringhee women then in his power ! To this record of the 
Lion's fine feeling, in connection with Major Stack, may be 
added the reparation by Sir C. Napier of an involuntan' 
wrong to a very brave and excellent officer, which he thus 
set right in the continuation of the above letter to Sir G. 
Arthur. " I am sadly vexed at having said in my dispatch, 
that Major Stack led the brilliant cavalry charge at Dubba: 
it was Captain Delamaiu, whose modesty is so great that he 
never said a word on the subject. I am not in charity with 
Stack for allowing me to mistake his report, if I did mis- 
take, on this charge. 

" John Kennedy. July 18th. — I am very ill. I had 
fever, and was but ill recovered when the sun struck me 
down. I have never been well since, and am so weak as 
only to be able to write lying down: a sickening feel, 
indescribable, comes over me. The doctors say I must give 
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f holydays : I ask how ? if one day's rest is taken the 
vtk doubles the nest. How can I take reat ? I want it, 
they can't tell me who is to answer, perhaps one 
indrcd letters which at times come at once from Bombay, 
I Calcutta, Delhi and Agra. It is impossible without 
ting this for ever to have rest, and yet I feel unable to 
go on : even this letter knocks me up, and twenty sheets of 
stupid nonsense await at my elbow t two reasons forbid rest. 
There is no one to do the work ; and we are locked up for 
five months by heat and the niunsoon." 

From the constant reiteration of demands for explanation 
on minute points, misunderstood purposely by the Bombay 
erovemment, he afterwards came to the conclusion that 
they were designed to hurt his health, being always moBt 
copious on errors and trivialities when he was known to 

' "I am very low, though not as minding dying; yet for 
I sake tell no one of my illness, perhaps I may get 
better before my wife and girls can eome here : if not it is 
no great matter. The girls are young, and for my wife, 
ihe and I know the world is full of suffering, and he who 
alieves it to be only a sojourn makes his mind up to its 
taghft and smooths. And who is to prophesy ? A week 
say recover me ; the weather is cooling, and the peace of 
Scinde is secure; only yesterday eame news, that the last 
chief, Hussein, had fled over the Indus with a dozen 
followers, and already that has made me better. Want of 
public tranquiUity weighed heavy upon me, for my last 
point of personal strength would be, I felt, the surrounding 
of Shere Mohamed. He was a bad soldier to let me pin 
him up ; yet like a good one he slapped at Jacob, who was 
tbe weakest, and tried to regain the desert : there he had no 
fear of me, for even the few men with Jacob could hardly 
find water. Poor Shcre Mohamed ! His men would not 
look us in the face; the 24th of March took their hearts 
^nat, four thousand, with two guns tied before 900 with 2 
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guns, whcQ only one or two shots had been fii-ed. I v 
then to go and drive out Husacin, Roostum's son, {rom Shab 
Gbur, but wits too feeble, which fretted me sorely. Now all 
is quiet, and I shall throw as much work as possible ( 
others, wluch, with the cool weather, may set mc Qp.a 

" Lord E. writes that he has pro]»osed to give all 1 
prize booty to the anuy, which will give inc little sboi 
£50,000. I opened my eyes wide when told this, i 
in fact never thought of prize money, or anything bul 
work, and though, when Hydrabod surrendered 
some must be got, jESOOO or £10,000 was the utmost that 
crossed my mind, being too occupied to think on the 
subject. Between Metanee and Dubba my positiou was 
indeed too terrible to think of anything else. Hold of river, 
fortivss and town, Ameers, prisoners, immeuse treasure, and, 
as it was said, forty thousand enemies gathering upon I 
a large hospital, and, including officers, only 2500 mot 
guard the whole I Add to this anxiety about Bta 
brigade, which I had ordered at all hazards to push 1 
double marches to Hydrabad; and had the Lion ; 
assail him high up I must have pursued with only | 
thousand, su awkward number to follow forty thousa 
But all the chiefs have now come in and laid their sw 
at my feet, the whole country is quiet and rejoicing t 
rid of the tyrants, 

'* says ' I wish you had not been opposed to i 

lipibting for their independence,' How tbcy do blundq^ 
England ! ^Miy ! we have fought for the liberties of ■ 
people 1 Even Bdooch himself is glad at gt!tting a j 
master for a had one. 

" Sir A. Johnston. July. — I have seized the chief ofj 
rascals who kdled our dak-mcu on the Bhag road, mt 

have 90 prisoners. I did not daro attack thoao i, 

before Shere Mohamed was ]mt down, because while thiy 
had a bead it would have been to work up a gucnU« varfitrc 
in the Delta, our La Vendee it might have been, to fall ^ 
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tiullahs, fevers aud armed Bcloociieta. I left tliciii 
unopposed till Sbere Mohttmed could be finished; then I 
seized the Deltn forts, and now have seized the robbers, of 
whom an esam]de shall be made. Tliey before called theoi- 
selvea Shere Mohamed's men, but I have baptized tbcm 
anew to suit their deeds, i. c. robbers and murderers, I 
could not put tbcm down as Shere Mobamed's soldiers in 
this way, so did not try, but aa robbers they can be put 
down : they shall be hanged up at all events, fer the country- 
people betray them to us, now that they are no longer the 
Liou's soldicra! I well knew bow much th^re was in a 
name amongst barbarians. 

"The Beloochees thought they could murder and plunder 

Their constant theme in dhurbar was, ' We are braver 

more numerous than tbe Alfglians under Acbar Khan, 

i Feringhees ai-e not so tmmevous as at Cubool.' They 

B DOW content, and though tbe ' Bombay Times,' as usual, 

I'trying to excite a guerilla warfare, it can do nothing 

: conciliation on one side aud hard fighting on 

I other will succeed, 

"Henry Napier, July 15th. — At Meeanee wc killed all, 
jr would not take quarter, and turned on us from behind 
1 passed. Even if tbcy had accepted quarter I could 
I nothing, our mcu would not give it : we were in tbe 
iilst of masses, and to let a mass of those faithless chaps 
I amongst us would have been too nervous an experiment. 
IF doubt whether a maa of us had courage to leave one of 
them bchiiitl : to disarm them was impossible ; their shields 
cannot be broken, and a broken swotd in their band is little 

i worse : but the ground was strewed with arms. I own 
you Uenry being shocked at myself, but when I saw 
ir masses, each strong enough to have smashed us, I saw 
safety hut in butchery : it was they or we who must die. 
rged uo man to refuse quarter, and tried to save one or 
', in vain; however had the war lasted this matter should 
e been biought to a better tone by degrees. At Dubba 
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it was so, but things of this natarc arc too stiff to be 
by assault : however we only killed men in battle. An anny 
is an awful weapon to wield. Another cause of such slaugUicc 
was, that the Bclooch slaps at you with a matchlock which 
takes time to load, and our men poured volleys into tbeir 
thick clusters before they could get a second shot: thai 
came their rushes up, met with tire aod steel in serried amy, 
and so we stood, pelting them down till every man was dead 
below T our artillery also swept them horribly. 

" I cure more for the duke's and William's opinion than 
for all the honours they may choose to give me : I aay llie 
truth when declaring my utter indilTercnce. Honours ! I 
had honour auffieient in both battles. At Xleeanee, when 
we forced the FuUaillec, the 32nd Regiment seeing me hI 
their head gave mc three cheers louder than all the firing; 
and at Dubbawhen I returned nearly alone from the pursuit 
^rith the cavalry the whole line gave me three cheers : one 
wants nothing more but the praisse of men who know liow 
to judge movements. I am vain enough to think 
good as other Indian generals, who I have heard were 
seen except in action. That would have lost me: I 
never from my men, and always discussing our opei 
and striiing to keep domi over-confidence of victory 
contempt of the Beloochecs ; for I saw at first that 
Beloochees made fight it would take us aback I 

" General W. Napier. — Before this campaign I 
not what a difference years make in war, and now 
sensible of the unfitness of sLxty to command on 
there is no strength in me to do what I feel can and 
to be done ; I have so stretched the string as to hnvft' 
stroyed its elasticity. An old man can order, but yoa 
how orders are executed if not overlooked; and in 
strength -eonsuming climate the mind has to whip Dp 
body to work, worse than a hack post-hoi-sc. I have 
the end of the stage but am quite groggy on my pins 
metaphor, they are siiindteahaoks in the moniiug, sod 
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ni^ht like cliairmeu's. Cool n'Eather may set mc up, itDd to- 
day it is even cold, only 85°, and tbe bnkcing is delightful. 
The sense of being crushed by work is also gone ; but it was 
strong when tbe letters of four months arrived together, 
having becu before cut off by the enemy: they poured in 
from two governments, but I have worked through them all 
at last. When they first came all my military movements 
were coming to a crisis ; yet I held on till the 15th, but was 
then sun-struck, when uo result of our movements was yet 
known, tliougb I bad heard a cannonade. All was theu 
anxiety for me, but just when being bled came a horseman 
to say Jacob was victorious. I tbink it saved mc, I felt life 
! back ; but only to me it came : — ^forty-three others 
i dead. 
" My tboi^bt is to tell Lord Ellenborough he must find 
another governor ; yet I feel the cool weather already fa- 
vourable ; if it proves so, no flinching, despite of the doc- 
tors ; they want me to go at once but I am not so easily 
beaten as tbey suppose, and absolute necessity only shall 
make me abandon Lord E. To go just as these Beloochee 
^^diapa have knocked under might make them rise again, and 
^Btonew coachman would have his horses off before he could 
^Hptfher up the reins. If we did not carry matters here with 
^^h'faigh hand, John Company would find some of bis allies in 
Hindoston very restive; we must be everywhere dictators. 
The Affghan work is not over. EverjTvherc but in Seinde 
we are considered beaten cocks, who left Cabool because we 
could not stay. We have had continual rains, not known 
before for fifteen years, and it has produced an extraordinary 
^^^aeling. The people say that when the Ameers murdered 
^^Hfee Kalloras, that is the Sciude name for the Beloochee 
^Hpnqueat, no rain fell for six years and famine and misery 
^^^cre in the land ; a sign of God's displeasure. This was 
the universal belief even with the Belooehees, and the pre- 
aeiit extraordinary fall has been accepted as a sign that Gud 
probation of our conquest. 
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" Five mouths ago every Buloochee was struttiiitr alMot 
armed with sword aud shield, none now carry a weajjou but 
chiefs : to these I gave their swords with this speech — ' take 
your sword yoa have used it with honour against me, but if, 
after this you use it against me I will hang you like a do^.' 
And I am on the watcli, for it would be advantageoua to 
hang a traitor. The great Jani of the Jutcas is the chsp 
my eyea are on. He is s thorough grandee, and n snpcrb 
robber. He intercepts our daks, hat'ing the luouutiiins to 
i-etreat to, and is inconvenient in every way ; aud so con- 
fident in his hills as to be very troublesome indeed, and very 
insolent, lie has betrayed me once, be shall not do so 
again. He would not have done so once, if I had not beca 
cut off from Kurraebee, where he was allowed by Colonel 
Boileau to invest the garrison, of two thoosaad men and a 
battery, with only seven hundred ! My Jam indeed walked 
into Kunachee to aurrcnder, in coDsequence of a letter from 
me menacing himj but he went slap into the cantonment* 
at the head of his 700 clansmen, and would nut go into a 
room without six armed attendants ! 

" When this came to my ears I ordered him to come and 
salaam in Ilydrabad without a single follower; aud I made 
arrangements, if be i-efuscd, to cut him and all with him to 
pieces. He was in such a funk that bo prayed the Kurra- 
chee collector, whom he bad before treated like a dog, to 
come with him, and so an-ivcd meek as a uiouse. He i« 
eighty years of age, and defended the Kallora Mcabs against 
the Beloochecs until those princes gave up. The Beloucb 
conquest is ridiculously likened to our Nomiau conquest ; bnt 
Harold's son is alive in the Punjaub, and lately wrote to ask 
for his kingdom : my answer was — I fought two battici to 
win the whole, but when you will give mc back my soldien' 
lives, my expences and a tribute, you eau hove your 1 
dom. The poor Meah has not given tongue since. WiH 
appeal to the governor-general ? Proliably not, for I 
they think me maatcr iiud my referenocs to the gova 
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were humbug : they know he is above nie, and think he may 
possibly hang me some day, but that it will be a tough job, 
Dot lightly to be undertaken and success doubtful. 

" I introduce all the chiefs who come in to Cbalon'a print 
of the Queen ; if this is forgotten they ask for the Padisha. 
A curtain hangs over it, and they are told servants and 
coranton people must not look at her. They however do 
not understand a woman nding, and one shrewd Beloochce 
said, Sahib, she did not beat me at Meeanee, you are every- 
thing now. Another asked, how far off is she? So and so. 
You are next to her. No, the governor-general. Oh ! how 
far off is he ? At Calcutta. I have heard of Calcutta, it 
is far off, you are at Ilydi-ahad, I am your slave. 1 always 
joke, and tell them what fine fellows they are in battle, and 
that my wish is to go against the Affghans at their head, 
nod plunder all the way to Persia : this they Hkc, and I am 
going, if Lord E. agrees, to make all their jaghires their 
own property. We shall R'sign all right to turn them nut, 
and exchange their military service for that of aBsisting to 
open watereourHes, so far as those ran through their lands. 
If I retained the governor's right to military service it 
would continue their right to have armed retainers, and 1 
have forbidden the bearing of arms: not by proclamation 
though, for that would have excited apprehension, but prac- 
tically, for I disarm every man seen with weapons, giving 
the latter to the soldiers as plunder. 

" When they see their jaghires secured, as personal 
estates, they will be delighted, for the Ameers kept thi' 
right to turn them out bright : a favourite would cirtct a 
jaghire, and if the jaghiredar was not a favourite out he 
went, unless be could tight, which was not seldom. But 
there ia work for an antediluvian in this country. All I can 
do in my short time is to stop murder, form a strong police, 
and fortify some important posts ; if I can also mark otit a 
few roads, especially in the Delta, it will be lucky, i think 

Ki great point I have at heart may be effected — namely, 
VOL. 11. T 
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that of turning the military cliief into a small tanner, or in 
jitain terms tnming the robber and his baud into fanners, 
all being small proprietors. Now the Beloocli holdii sworti, 
shielil, matchlock and jagbire altogether ; he docs no work. 
and haa his ScindisD or Hindoo slaves, called his liibourrn, 
who receive about twopence worth of grain in land for a 
day's labour. Labourer and master arc uuble-loolung men, 
but a pretty woman is never accn ; perhaps the rich may he 
pretty, the jwor are disgusting to look at. It arises pro- 
bably from the abject slavery of their condition, for ihty 
have fine features, but distorted br a look of despair in 
ever)- line, and they are all Scindees; no Belooch womin 
is ever seen. 

" This is a wonderful land unlocked to ciriliEatiou, before 
unknonTi, but teeming with resources; and when we esta- 
blish barracks and good houses the climate will be hcaltliv: 
now we have not proper protection. As to cnrpcnlers, 
smiths &c,, there are none, the Ameers drove tbem away. 
Wien any one worked, the Ameers took half his camingi, 
and out of the other half he had to give a moiety to the tu- 
gatherer us a present, no all left the land. None bat Eio- 
doos could eani bread ; but when any of tbem were too nch 
to hide their prosperity the Amcera used gentle pernaamt, 
according to the value the man put on his nose <»r ew» anJ 
other parts, which he had to bid for with hia own money 1 
The progress of improvement is slow everywhere, but in 
this eahausting climate almost hopeless. A man who can 
live on a handful of grain, and will not work while lie can 
live without doing so, is a fellow hard to deal with. An in- 
creased population will increase the price of food, and give 
a stimulus to exertion : it is in them, and so far as th« 
Scindians were concerned the Ameers took it out of ihcm. 
The Beloocbee stmts with sword and shield, the Sciodtan 
sleeps till kicked ; the Hindoo goes about all cyn, ud 
fingers as supple as his conscience, robbing ercrybody : to 
him the English are as u feast. Since wc cnmc the HindiMi 
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havp grown fot, swelling \isibly, like the lailieB at the teetotal 
drinkings, and ns we do not interfere with their projections 
are happy beyond measure. 

A deputation of these Baniana tried to turn me to 

They claimed from me a debt, of God knows how 

y rupees, due by the Ameers : I had, tliey said, taken 

all their treasure and ought to pay their debts. Your claim 

said I was no doubt just on the Ameers ; but I never heard 

of people lighting to pay other men's debts, and cannot 

possibly set such an example. But then we shall stan'c 

and die. Just what is wanted, for I am making a beautiful 

barying-ground and you shall be buried there gratis. Set 

ir hearts at rest. This joke settled the business. The 

lie treasury would not cover such debts. I collect no 

- 'tsxcs dnc previous to 17th February, and will pay no debts 
previous to that period ; I give out that as money lent the 
Ameers before that period was to enable them 
my intention ii to levy similar sums as tines : 
tion is becoming obsolete ! 

" This is certainly a little despotic, but my 
qnite easy ; these money-lenders are only unhanged mscals, 
and the whole story is generally believed to be a lie : that 
the Ameers took money is certain, tliat they borrowed is not 
true, and it would be a pretty job to begin repairing holes in 
their moral obligations. The rains will produce great crops ; 
and there was no fear of agriculture being hurt by the war, 
for with the war the labourer had nought to do; he fled to 
us from the Belooehees : all the Kandahar people are now 
also floating down to Shikarpoor, to be our subjects. A few 
years wdl change the face of this country, merely consider- 
ing it 88 an Bgrieiiltural one, without reference to the com- 
merce of the Indus, of which I cannot yet make up my 
opinion : it will come, but not till Kurrachce and Sukknr 
have more capital. Agiiculture will certainly make great 
pTOfn^Bi because there is the land so rich it may he tilled 

^Lirith iiails, and surroundbg people will come where they are 



4lJl LIFE OF CHAELES JAMES NAPIER. [18)3. 

protected in person and property. Would I were bot forty, 
and could remain here ! 

" I have no timu to study antiquities, but strongly snt- 
|>ect, from the formation of ground, that Hyiirabad is llie 
site of the ancient I'atala. If a Httlc leisure cornea I will 
read what the wise say : that is if good books can be got, 
but they are setdom worth reading. The real study is the 
ground. Look at the grand features which a thousand 
years cannot change, Lot at small matters which a dotcn 
years would alter. Bumes does not please mc, and Wilson's 
big hook is little worth. A family library volume by Wil- 
Hams Rccms to me the best; but all want topograpbtcst 
knowledge, which I mean to have in abundance. I obaenf 
that Hydrabad is built on a mass of rocks, which, with some 
high ground near Meeanee, must always have split the river 
and formed the bason of the Delta. 

" Bumes, Del Hoste, and Wilson, make conjectures upon 
ruins, and on channels through a flat alluvial sod, every part 
of which changes annually ; from a boat I have seen twenty 
acres go into the river in an hour's time ! But Scbwan and 
Hydrabad are fixtures ; and if the river split at the last, as 
it must because of the rocks, it would run one brnncli down 
at the foot of the hdls to Kurrachee ; the other would frisk 
at pleasure through the flat land to the East, changing its 
channels a thousand times since Alexander's day. Now we 
trace Alexander below Alore, and evidently at Rorec; nod 
even below Sehwan, and near Hydrabad, he must have been. 
At the time he was here, we may auppose the Fulliu!l« 
was, as it is now, a gi-cat nver, and my intent is to trace its 
course, of which we know nothing ; to examine also the point 
above Meeanee, whgrc it branches off; and I think, ere the 
cold season passes, to form a good guess where Patola stiKid, 
taking rocks as my guides. 

"What you tell me about Outram is incredible" — his 
secret accusations in I/jndon — " I cannot believe, I think 
him 30 honourable. I have indeed been obliged to 
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a letter to LorJ Ellenborough and send you a copy ; it will 
I fi»r iDJure Outratn, which I regret, but muat defend my- 
setf, and have told Outram so : do not therefore make use 

^ < rf my letter unleBs you think defence of my character 

^Hpquires it. 

P^^ " Shu'e Mobamcd'a great friend and relation, Mahomed 
Khan, has eurrendered. Mahomed, said I, how came it 
man that you made so bad a fight with Jacob ? Yon twice 
fought mc weil, aud I honoured you as a stout soldier : now 
I hold you rheap. Vou ought to have killed half Jacob's 
men, and he had only to fire a few cannon shot and had uot 
a man wounded. 

" Mohanied Khan laughing, Why, general, it is just be- 
cause you did fight us twice that we did nut like the third 
time, we arc afraid of yon. But to tcU the truth I know a» 
little of .(acoh's fight as you do, 1 commanded the right 
wing, the Ameer the left ; he had the guns and I nearly all 
the cavalry ; it was hardly light when I heard the Lion'« 
guns and thought Jacob was upon bim, as nothing could be 
distinguished in my front, therefore I rode full gallop ex- 
p«:ting to charge Jacob's flank. You know our horrible 
dust, I thought I was followed, but when I reached the 
Ameer he was almost alone ; then the dust cleared up and 
behold only twenty-five rascals had followed me. Had 
Jacob been there I should have been killed, for all had ran 
under cover of the dust ; so the Lion and I run too. That 

^^ai.1 1 know of the battle. 

^^b" Wdl, the Lion is n fine soldier, I honour him, and if ht- 

^^fttaken all in luy power shall be done to get the govemor- 

^^^eneral to pardon him and give back his estates. 

" Wobamed. — The Lion is a fool. After the battle of 
Dubba we all saw our people would not stand again. None 
of us wiU stand again : you arc hawks and we are httlc 
birds. 

" The frankness of the man's manner and his gentlcmaii- 

^ . Jifce address, perfectly well-bred and Ht his ease, gave me the 
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notion that he was in earnest : he is a fine resolute-looldng 
fellow, very fat, but strong. I said, Mahomed how did you 
get so fat in the jungle ? Me fat 1 you gave me too much 
work for that ; wait till I am some time at ease under your 
good treatment, and you will see what I shall be. This 
clever turn of flattery shews these people are not dull, and 
my hope is to do them much good. 

" Mismanaging the waters is one cause of poverty. The 
Persian wheel is their great resoturce, but being expensive, 
and a fixture, does not do for the poor. Rathbome was 
going to send for a newly-invented hydraulic machine, but 
it struck me that the Archimedean screw is the thing, and I 
am trying to make them of pottery, in which the Scindiaos 
are very expert. It can be carried by a man and laid dowD 
where necessary, and thus little rills, so much wanted, can 
be spread. When going to Emaum Ghur we crossed a fine 
ridge of rich hills in the desert, with wood and control of 
the Narra River, on the west bank, where it has water. Lord 
EUenborough has, at my request, given a corps of engineers 
to survey this line, and my hope is, if I remain, to make 
this dry bed a canal full of water without injur}^ to the 
Indus. Then for a desperate fight with the desert ; for I 
am sure, except where the great sand-track rises, which no 
mortal can deal with, a great stripe of what is now desert 
may be made like Kent. I shall never see the result, but if 
it is shewn that this fertile land, ten or twelve miles broad 
and four or five hundred miles long, can be cultivated ; that 
it is rich and has healthy hills for retreat in the heat, I shall 
do much for the people of this grand country, to which I 
have done no injury, no wrong. 

" It would be an indescribable pleasure to see you all again, 
but when the wind is strong and the lamp flickers ! 

" Lord E. and the council have sent me power, to act in 
all things as seems good ; and have taken me from Bombay 
in toto : this was done only last week, and is an immense 
relief; for though Sir G. Arthur has supported me, there 
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IB an an ti -Ellen borough faction of understrappers, irhose 
oracle is the ' Bombay Times.' At first they believed I was 
with their party, but quickly found out the reverse. This 
makes them mad, and the patronage being given to me, 
which they were cxjicctant of and ready to pounce upon, 
makes them worse. Ijord Ellenborough sent three gentle- 
men from Bengal for my civil service, ime a nephew of an 
old friend, but they are oscless, and in deapair. They came 
to shoot, to bunt, to live well, and to sign their names to 
whatever a host of clerks should lay before them. I give 
tbem no clerks and a good deal of work, or rather have so 
ordered, for they are at Sukkur. They are furious at Lord 
Ellenborough who, 'quite deceived tlieni as to work '.' Now 
my soldier-civilians work like horses, Ilrown, Rathbome, 
Pope, all capital. And my frame-work of government works 
well at present; for my first month's revenue was 30,000 
rupees, this month 100,000 rnpees. 

" tn each village there is a kardar, all of the Ameers' 
appointment, Beloochees and Scindees : thus I hope to 
diminish the shock of revolution in conquest. If any 
behave ill they shall go out on complaint of the vilbgcrs, 
which will pleaw the last and probably change all in two 
years. Wy police are entirely people of the Ameers, and 
amongst them many who have suffered from their cruelty, 
chosen by me in preference. My spies are numerous, and 
wurcelycan a conspiracy be unknown, as the rich Banians — 
Hindoo merchants — know everything: their numbers are 
grrnt and they hate the Mahometaus. The personal in- 
terests of large bodies, even of Beloochees, are thus enlisted 
in our favour. The kardara will have .£200 yearly, ant! 
have great influence. Hitherto they have been slaves to 
the Beloochee chiefs: now, sure (rf support if well con- 
nected, they wit) dt^y those chiefs. 

Hf" 1 shall thus give a deadly blow also to the clan system, 
^Bfaoiit appearing in the matter. For the kardar will be 
^Kiportcd by the villagers when no longer dependent on the 
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chief; and the got-ertunent will never appear 
favour of the villagers, who dare not be iu the wrong j«; 
if they are they will be punished, and then the chief 
will be proud that government defends hia acts. More- 
over, by these arrangements my regular force ia kept in 
three masses, at Ilydrabad, Sukkiir, Kurrachee, safe from 
acquaintance and famdiarity with the people — regular 
Bugaboos, at whose name the slaughters of Mceanee and 
Subba arise in the mind. Next to them come the irregular 
horsemen ; more diWded, yet only in four or five posts as a 
chain of comiectlon between the three capital coUcctoratu. 
These irregular horsemen are of high caste and will only 
keep company with such, they are a sort of yi 
After these come the police, iu immediate contact 
the people on all occasionB," 

Sir C. Napier is here found putting in practice 
for employing troops and policemen, in civil commotions, 
which he had so strenuously endeavoured to impress on the 
ministers when be conmianded the northern district- 
unheeded, here crowned with success I 

" As our taxes will be light, there will probably be 
squabbling with the collector's people ; if there is, the 
will settle it, pending reference to the collector, who is also 
a magistrate. So are his suh -collectors, and all military 
ufficei's in command of outposts where garrisons are placed. 
These last decide all minor questions, the higher ones are 
decided by the collector ; hut those involving death go to 
the governor, who is assisted by the chief commiaaioncr 
for civil affairs, the sentence being signed by the governor 
alone. 

" Every month the collectors report their receipts and ci- 
penditure, which last can only be made under my authority. 
Other mattei-s go to the commissioner for civil adtninistn- 
tion — originally called government servant, who lays thciu 
before me : I thus check as well as order expenditure. The 
balances improve fast, and I hope soon to fill up my 
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i to irrigation, roads, public buildings, height of waters; 
t chief engineer ia slow: a trump card though in 
I other matters, and does hia work right well when he 
) do it. 

I" "The frontier is not yet settled, the heat will not let me 
It there at once in my weak state, but the moment it abates 
I will examine the range of hills running from Soonomeea- 
nee to Shikarpoor. That will be a job, for I must take a 
strong escort, as all on that aide are wild Beloochees quite 
up to ' taking a dirty advantage/ Meanwhile I am forming 
a fighting camel corps, and I have long since proposed to 
form the army baggage also into a regular corps, able to 
manoeuvre as well as the army, and if necessary defend 
itself. At Meeanee the camels were made to squat down in 
a circle with their heads inwards, having the men between 
r necks; it was a living redoubt, impenetrable for cavalry. 
f arrangements for the baggage corps are very minute, and 
uire time, but my fighting coqjs will soon be formed. 
e shall be peaceable, but if not shall make a good fight. 
"We are getting up our drill with field days : the Indian 
lEcers do not vote it a damned bore as the Dublin garrison 
sera do. I am going to build a fort at Sehwan, but know 
t how to find salamanders to live in it, nothing European 
: my design Is to get some native officer to manage it, 
and failing there some native chief — for a consideration, 
sufficient to make him faithful : this will protect my 
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This fort had become very necessary, because Dr. Buist 
in his paper especially pointed out to the Beloochees 
rhat parts were most vulnerable, accompanied with a de- 
tailed plan of attack — Sehwan being marked as peculiarly 
favourable for such warfare. 

The newspapers say we shall not be quiet. Beware 

tool ia their cry. Well, I am aware of thu Cabool affair, 

also that everybody except McNaughten and Biirnes 

there was a conspiracy. But in Scinde there is not 
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one person who believes in danger from disturbancesj and it 
is impossible for general conspiracy to go on without some 
inkling of the mischief brewing: however I am on my 
guard and ready to meet any event." 

The fighting and baggage camel corps^ mentioned in the 
foregoing letter, were military creations of the highest scale 
in war, and were afterwards organized in despite of obstacles 
thrown in the way by factious authorities. The fighting corps 
was suggested by Lord Ellenborough, simultaneously with 
Charles Napier's own conception of it, and indeed was an 
imitation of Napoleon^s dromedary corps in Egypt, bat ex- 
tended, and in some points improved. Two soldiers and one 
camel were trained together, and so furnished with arms and 
clothing, that man and beast had all that was required in a 
portable form, and thus enabled to act as cavalry or infantry, 
yet with much greater power than cither. To keep the wild 
tribes of Scinde and Beloochistan in order they were de- 
signed, and a march of eighty or ninety miles without a halt, 
bringing them suddenly upon a refractory chief, was within 
their action. Dismounted, they presented the irresistible 
array of European discipline as infantry ; and if overpowered 
by numbers their camels carried them safely oflf to seek re- 
inforcements, and return with the same swift power to strike 
again. They were admirably organized, and being placed 
under the brave and strong Fitzgerald performed excellent 
service. 

The baggage camel corps was a military organization of a 
far more important nature ; it was in fact the one thing 
wanting to complete the European machinery of war : that 
is, it brought the whole baggage, and transport service, of 
armies, under the same discipline and organization as the 
fighting men, rendering them as supple and eflFective. 

These two corps, so admirable in conception, and after- 
wards found so well adapted to actual service, were by Lord 
Dalhousie and the Bombay government abolished; and as 
their avowed organs of the press asserted — to vex Sir C. 
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l^'Nspierl It did vei him deeply; but il vexed the public 
good more, and tlie borne government has since been com- 
pelled to restore the priaciple of the baggage corps. For 
the 'land tranEport corps' of the Crimea, organized by Sir 
Charles Napier's tn'o sons-in-law, Colonels McAIardo and 
Wm. Napier, the first commanding, and both taught by him 
in Scinde, is but a reproduction of his scheme, which wan 
however, more extended in principle and therefore better. 
The Crimean corjis has not yet embrnccd the personal bap. 
gage of regiments, and consequently only a half meosiu-e, 
wanting that vital part of the scheme. Baggage has always 
been the clog of armies and torment of generals, but 
Charles Napier rendered it subservient to the fighting inte- 
rest, instead of the contrary, obeying, instead of thwarting 
the commander; in fine as Buppk- and sure for combination 
as the combating masses, and moving aa their shadow's. It 
was a great conception 1 

"August 15th. — Napoleon's birthday. I am better, but 
am not what I was last year, having had a shake 1 cannot 
recover. We expect all sorts of honours. I eipect none 
that I care for — for I care for none. They have given me 
the 9"th Regiment, which ia pleasant, as being the climax of 
my profession. Being now colonel of a regiment I have 
reached the top of the tree after perching on all its branches I 
The money ia not my care : I never had anything but my 
pay, and pension gained by wounds, and yet reckon that i 

^Jiavc given away in money j£8000 since becoming a soldier. 

^■Snt what have I now to do ? Scinde is quieted. This given 

^^■M more joy, more pleasure than the two victories, aye! 

^^hc hundred times more. It was the sole object of my 
attack on 8here Mohamed, my success has been complete, 
and all Outram's foolish, lugubrious prognostics, have 
vanished. He said I could not put the Ameer down, I 
thought I could, and whs resolved to try: the fact was he 
could not. Oh I that I was forty, I could at that age work 
like a horse; now 1 work like an ass, without its strength. 
This is not fine, but alas very true I 
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" August 17th, — We are all — that is every one but my- 
self, on tiptoe of eipectation for the Enghsh mail about 
battles, and the houonrs to come. I have no anxiety, I ki 

very well a grand cross will come to me, but when 

* * * and are grand croases, it cannot be felt i 
honour : we soldiers judge by deserts, and so far it 
be honourable, but then it is not the decoration that is i 
hear that I am accused of fighting to get price ruoney! 
This does not worrj- me ; it is a matter between a u 
his conscience, and as mine is clear aa a diamond 
score I laugh. Yet, though denying the public right 
meddle with that, the accusation is foolish : be who 
above thirty thousand men strongly posted, with only 
thousand, is not likely to gain much prize money ; he must 
rei;l his chance of life to he small, and would hardly risk 
such a deed, and his own eternal salvation, for a few pot 
of gold! and even that by no means sure of being 
on the contrary, all but impossible. ^Vho could have tbi 
Ilydrabad would surrender without a shot, or even 
ditions. What I expected, and what every man of 
expected, was that the fortress would stand a siege, nai- 
last offer terms, vii. To accept the draft treaty, pay 
pcnces, and save the Ameers' thrones. This any mea but 
»uch cowardly fellows would have done : had the Beloochees 
changed generals after Meeanee, no fortress sfaoiUd the 
British have had; for Hydrabad is immensely strong, aiid 
the Belooch with his sword and shield just the chap 
a breach a shambles. Any breach also must be a high 
for ten or fifteen feet ure uf living rock, and w*e do not 
that within the revctcment the wall is not still rock. I 
stop writing, feeling so ill. The coup de soleil bos I 
finished me ; there ia uo recovery for me : I am never 
Next month I shall go to Kurrachee, when change 
may set me up, but it is very doubtful. 

" August 2 1st. — Mail arrived, and, as expected, I am grand 
cross. There are gross mistakes about the C.B. but ^ 
cannot be be\pei. T^ic \vttB.ibii« ^wtii *re ^opulv, but; 
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dl long for and expect a medal, without which the world 
must come to an end I And ao it will, for Wolfe the mis- 
aionar)- says so :— in 1845! The ftllowa here are wroth, 
very, that only a grand cross has been given to me. I tell 
them, and think ao too, that a regiment and grand cross is 
more thaa enough for one man ; and it is idle to suppose, 
because the Whigs gave Lord Keane a peerage the Tories 
are to do the same by me : a precedent for a good act should 
be followed, not for a bad one ! 

t Roberts has come from the Delta, and brought up 
scoundrel kardars who have been riding roughshoil 
the ryots. I will make such an example as shall shew 
the poor people my resolution to protect them. Yes ! I will 
make this land happy if life is left me for a year; nay, if 
only for six months they shall be sorry to lose the Bahadoor 
ig. 1 shall then have no more Beloochecs to kill. Battle ! 
iry 1 Oh ! spirit-stirring words in the bosom of society, 
to me I. Oh God ! how my heart rejects them. That 
dreadful work of blood, sickening even to look on : not one 
feeling of joy or exultation entered my head at Meeance or 
Dubba; all was agony, I can use no better word. I was 
glad we won, because better it was to have Belooeheea slain 
than Englishmen, and I well knew not one of us would be 
id if they succeeded : to win was my work for the day, 
the least bloody thing to be done I But with it came 
;ty, pain of heart, disgust, and a longing never to have 
;ted Cclbridge, to have passed my life in the ' round field ' 
the ' devil's acre,' and under the dear yew trees on the 
amongst the sparrows : these were the feelings which 
ftiahed in my head after the battles. Well, we are born for 
war in this good world, and will make it while men have 
teeth and women have tongues. But away with these feel- 
let me go to work, let me sink in harness if so God 
; he who flinches from work, in battle or out of it, is 
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" There ia one great accroi in the art of governing long 
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since learned by me. People think, and justly sometimes, 
that to execute the law is the great thing : tlib they Uncj 
to be justice I Cast away details good man, itnd ^t a general 
view; take what the )>cople call justice, not what the \»wt 
call justice, and execute that. Both hjpd and popular 
justice have their evils, but assuredly the people's justice in 
a thousand times nearer to God's justice. I well know 
these kardars who are to be tried will prove thenisclTea'A 
noceat as laDibs; but all their tricks and subterfugvs, 
lies, will scarcely save their necks ; for ii' it be fotind 
shed blood their blood shall be chilled by death. The poor 
under them suffered, but made no complaint ; thcv saw a 
British officer come amongst them and sotight hia protec- 
tion; this shews their truth, and nothing shall save the 

kardars from punishment. My good friend is full 

of protecting his kardars. They were only getting wbai 
was really due to govcrnmeut : yes 1 »uch dues, so eutleetcd, 
would soon shew us the road to Hindostau out of Sciiide, 
and cause half a. dozen battles; I shall teach these sort of 
chaps, these kardars, to find a way of doing their duly with- 
out unpopularity; there is no siuoke without fire; justice 
must go with the people, not against the people : that is lit 
way to govern nations, and not by square and compass. 

"August 31st. — Tried the kardars, who arc two rascaU, 
and were, as I suspected, quite in the wrong : however, min- 
ing them out of their ofiices has sufficed to satisfy the op- 
pressed villagers that 1 will protect them, and they it 
pleased : the poor are always pleased with the smallest por- 
tion of justice, if they see a wdl to do them substantia 
justice. It is not easy to rule meu, but the best mode U 
not to intrigue and circumvent, hut to be hold and honest, 
and kind towards our neighbours: — a good, maoly, kind- 
heartedness, yet telling had ones your mind freely. 

" Fever last night and very poorly now. 1 gu to Kam- 
chce to-morrow. At Bombay they want to weaken my fijpce, 
which must not be ; for if the J?uQJaub gets up, tlie 
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tribes will get up ; then, unless we have a stroug force, the 
dups here will prick up their ears : our being quiet will de- 
pend on the Punjauh being so. Every chief in Scinde has 
xude his salaam. This is wonderful. A country conquered 
and perfectly tranquillized in eighty-one days 1 And this 
peace may be kept 1 think, by a just balance between the 
ttuviter in modo and fortiter in re. 

" Would I were younger and a prince, the first for strength 
^e second to reward: huw rich my army would now be. 
Instead of the richest I should be the poorest. The finest 
sword should be taken for myself, and then the prize money 
sliould be divided in three portions ; the officers should have 
One, the privates one; the third should go to beautify and 
improve Hydrabad, which should be made magnificent. Yet 
'Knrrachcc should be my favourite. It should be made the 
nouth of the Indus, and that wild river should not stir from 
its bed without my leave : it should be chained like a male- 
factor; it should run close along the hills to Kurrachee, 
just giving me au elbow to Hydrabad ! Well these are 
notions of pleasant dreams, which shall be realized now so 
fiir, as beginning to open a line wide street in Hydrabad 
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When the flight of the Lion and submission of all the great 
sirdars had ended war^ the conqueror thus described his 
• situation. 

*' Richard Napier, July 18th. — I have had nearly all the 
chiefs of Scinde in this room laying their swords at my feet, 
which would, if taken, make a rich armoury, all having gold 
scabbards, and each worth full £100. Certainly I could 
have got thirty thousand pounds since coming to Scinde, but 
my hands do not want washing yet ; our dear father^s sword 
which I wore in both battles is unstained, even with blood, 
for I did not kill any one with my own hand. I rode pistol 
in hand and might have shot a Belooch, but thought some 
one else would, and as he did not rush at me let him alone : 
a 22nd soldier killed him. At Dubba I got them into a 
better spirit, but at Meeanee, as the soldier said, ' the sham- 
bles had it all to themselves.' 

" This country i^ a rich wild, and all the tribes on the 
eastern frontier, hitherto wild robbers, have offered to come 
in and turn agriculturists under me. They say We are 
Scindians driven into exile by the Ameers, and we could 
only live by robbery. The Kiosas, the Juts — dozens of 
tribes are in this category, and in the desert, and all willing 
to give up arms and live as ryots. I could with these tribes 
only, drive the Beloochees out of Scinde to their own country 
on the right of the Indus, but prefer conciliating even these 
robbers, for they are a fine people. I have found a sulphur- 
mine, and saltpetre in quantities : in a few years our revenue 
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may be very great, and the people happy instead of mise- 
rable. The lowest tax of the Ameera exceeded half the 
produce, exacted rigidly : wc took a fanii, gathered the tax 
exactly by the Ameers' scale, and a little more than a quarter 
remained for the ryot : if he offended the Ameers some of 
that was also taken. We go at present by their registers, 
but are gradually aboli.shiug these atrocities, and next har- 
vest the ryots will be rich, for I am reducing our chare to 
one-third. My life here is that of a prinee in Alexander's 
time : I could write an entertaining account of it but have 
no leisure. 

" The same, August 7th.— My turn out against the Lion 
lasted only a few days, yet the preparations for it were long 
and dangerous, especially for us Europeans : a fearful num- 
ber were struck dead. When the mercury stands at 187° in 
your tent it is like bt-ing jioached alive ; it is devilish, to 
call it by the right name. My calculation was to lose one 
hundred by heat : only fifty died, hut my resolution was to 
smash the Lion cost what it would : I was the better lion. 
A few cannon shot sufficed, and thus my prophecy has come 
true — that there would be no more fighting in Scinde. 

" Now my firm belief is, that I could raise a corps of 
Beloochees and trust it in battle to-morrow; to try the ex- 
periment on any great scale is not my intent, but on a small 
one it shall be done. I collect the revenue merely hy run- 
ners of the police, and if I remain will shew a province 
conquered, and tranquil, and attached to oiir government, 
I will say more : in five years my life should be pledged on 
the people's defending the whole frontier without a soldier ; 
for both Belooch and Seindian are fine characters. The 
Bcloocli is the gentleman, and 1 know them all (lersonally 1 
may say, for they are so few. We have not had a single 
murder of our people — and don't I keep the latter tight 7 

" Government secretary at Bombay, August 31st. — The 
28th Kegiment would benefit by change of air ; but with- 
drawing a European regiment without replacing it is a dif- 
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ferent question. Scinde is now quiet, yet I know not if 
the Beloochees of the mountains are so ; nor if the Punjaub 
be so, and if the latter becomes disturbed the former will 
not be quiet. No man can expect that the Mahometan 
population of a country like this, in its present state, will 
not be liable to the external influence of nations holding the 
same faith. The people of Scinde are like the people of all 
parts of the world ; there is no arcanum in Indian govern- 
ment. The people are quiet when they believe it for their 
interest to be so, but when they beheve their interests 
demand a rising they will rise : and as the Beloochees are 
all robbers they will probably rise, if an attack from with- 
out gives an opportunity of plundering the Scindians and 
Hindoos. 

'^ Sir G. Arthur. — I am going to try two kardars by a 
court-martial, of which I am chief: the example will, I 
think, have a great effect. This union of legislative, judicial, 
and executive power in one person, is the essence of martial 
law, and its exhibition, though contrary to English ideas, 
veiy necessary here, rersonally I dislike it exceedingly. I 
am one of those who doubt the riirht and effectiveness of 
death as a punishment ; but the reasons all apply so clearly 
to a polished state of society, that a man who stuck to them 
in Scinde would soon be chucked into the Indus ! Beccaria 
and Livin£:stone would find it hard to rule Beloochees 
without caj)ital punishment. It is a trial for one's nenes, 
but God, who knows that I have only used it in the convic- 
tion of its being a duty to society, will, I tnist, not condemn 
what I do. And I have no prisons : the poor were destroyed 
not imprisoned by the Ameers." 

In September he abandoned Ilydrabad as the seat of 
government. 

'^Journal. Vikkur, Delta, Septenfiber 3rd. — This day year 
I steamed from Bombay. Then I was going to a very dan- 
gerous command. Now my task is executed. In one year 
I have risked shipwreck and cholera, been desperately 
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laded, and fought two great battles, that is, great in 

their results : I liave conquered a large province, added 

millions to the Indian revenue, and saved 160,000 rupees 

annually; for all my work has been done at a less cost, by 

that sum, than Outntm expended merely as political agent ! 

I have also had fever and ' coup lie soleil.' I am now 

iting the Delta to check any disturbance ; not as having 

I to expect any, yet such strange events attend my 

that nothing beyond the day seems certain. 

" September Ith. — We are trying to work up to Tattah, 

but the river is powerful ; for two hours we made not an 

inch, and then were washed back. I have seen two of tbi- 

it mouths of the Indus, and they are grand ! I nm 

ified that in time they can be mastered by art. The 

too great to write, to read, to do anything but 

:, yet the trip has made me another man ; once more 

ngth comes, though we are not in good lur, for m far us 

eye reaches there is swamp. 

Kurrachee, September 10th. — This day year I was 
n up by a rocket, and at the same hour my ride has 
been across the piece of grass where I then lay bleed- 
My entrance into Seiiidc was a bloody one to mc, and 
ive seen sad bloody work since: more blood, more per- 
strife of man to man, more men fall by the sword and 
bayonet, than I ever expected to see in modem warfare, 
ire fire is all in all. 

September 27th. — Battle of Busaco ! How well one 
remembers every day of battle in which wounds were gotten. 
Self! self! self! God of our worship ! what beasts we are ! 
I have been very ill again here, but am now well. I dud all 
public works at a stand-still : want of energy very apparent. 
I see plainly this port will be nothing tdl a rnolc be oiade 
from the Biuider to Kamaree pomt; I must set to work 
about this, and hope Lord E, will approve; the eiiicnco will 
be considerable, but what signifies that for a public work 
liich a town cannot thrive ! How strangely people 
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confuse things : scarcely can one be met who diseriminutei 
between tecouomy and extravagance ; they won't do it ! 
People, generally of good sense, cannot ste that £100,000 
may be expended with a view to the most rigid (economy, 
and be the most ceconomical thing ; while the not spendiug 
it would be the most estravagant and impoverishing to a 
country. This mole will be, 1 am told, ruinous ; yet it will 
change Kurrachee from a mud-built hamlet to a large 
flourishing city, and save money in other ways! Three 
years ago they would not build a storeliouse here for the 
commissariat, from oeconomy ! I hnvc had an exact calcula- 
tion made, and fifteen thousand pounds — I t/ri/tr it, so none 
of your coek-up-nose look with 'that is an error of figures, 
he means 1500 rupees' — fifteen thousand pounds sterhng 
worth of costly stoi-es have been destroyed by exposure to 
weather, which would have been saved by laying out £500 
on a storehouse ! This atu])idity runs through all our 
' ozconomy.' In India, oeconomy means, laying out as little 
for the country and for noble and useful public purposes as 
vou can ; and giving as large salaries as yon can possiblv 
squeeze out of the public to individuals, adding large 
' establishments.' What is an establishment ? An immense 
number of half-caste and native clerks to do the work that 
ought to be dune by the head of the office : then add, ■ 
large number of messengers, or as they are called ' peons' 
or chupraasies — Anglice, servants for the private convenience 
of the chief." 

Here the Journal breaks off for more than three months, 
but letters supply the void. 

" Miss Napier, September 3rd. — The sun-stroke was a 
staggerer ; yet my hope is to die by one, for never can drolb 
come in an easier shape. I was just deadly sleepy : it wbx 
deadly had 1 been let alone; but the only feeling of thi" 
transition would have been a tiredness, like that cKperienced 
at being suddenly waked up before time. This 
degree almost to be culled pain, but then c 
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iWBtDesa, with anger that the doctors would not let me 
sleep. Were it not for others, would that my hour had tbeu 
sounded : so easy, so delightful I may say, was the approach 

The officers of the llydrabad division gave me a great 

ler. One hundred and forty people sat down in an 

imense tent, or rather tents joined, on the plain under the 

of Hydrabad, The scene was beautiful and iiiterest- 

\g: beautiful because of the great variety of military 

the decorations of the tent, the place and the 

cavalry, artillery, infantry uniforms were there, 

in colours ; and behind each man stood bis black 

or copper-coloured or yellow Bervant, the shades of skin all 

diSering, and dresses as different as the hues of the wearers. 

And there was not only a contrast of colours but of form, 

their turbans being of a hundred graceful shapes. Their 

fine intelligent faces, and their steady positions, awaiting the 

c«ll of their masters in varied attitudes, formed an admirable 

.ground to the more aniuiated lines of talking officers 

ug before them — you in England would say, with dull 

Bull faces. Nut a hit I If you only saw how 

.resquo the moustache and beard make the John Bull 

you would give up the notion of its being dull : the 

iety of form, of colour, of beard, of moustache, of modes 

dressing and cutting them, is endless, and picturesque 

'oad description, 

Unleaa thus seen in masses, in arms and uniforms, you 

lot imagine the effect. The dark bronzed faces, the 

men struck with sickness, the sunburnt fair fat face, 

ling quite a different look from a hght thin curling 

itachc, which giving prominence to a round chin, at 

sweeps away all the red unmeaning John Bull look. 

over these warriors, or rather this brigand- looking 

mass, hung festoons of our own colours, and the colours of 

the Beloochces taken in battle. And through the openings 

the tent were Been, high and dark, the towers and castel- 
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lated walls of Hydrabad ; and a little farther on the magni- 
ficent monumental towers of the Kalloras and Talpoors: 
and beyond these^ closing the horizon, the fields of Meeauee 
and Dubba ! That I could sit there unmoved amidst the 
men who had won these battles was impossible ; bat to the 
most indifferent person this scene on the plain of Hydrabad 
must have been impressive. There the conquerors were 
giving a feast, close to the tombs of two dynasties and in 
sight of two fields of battle : and I, the chief actor in the 
drama, passing rapidly from the stage where it was exhi- 
bited ! Nothing would satisfy these comrades of mine but 
drinking my health to the soimd of cannon. It was then 
dark, and the larid blaze of the guns and their thunders, 
added to this strange scene on the bank of the Indus, 
which, then at the height of the inundation, rolled its waters 
around us, seeming to say. One foot higher and I sweep you 
all with your follies to the ocean. 

" My thoughts went back to the 24th and 25th of 
December, 1842, when on a fine night I stood at my tent 
door on a hillock, and looked down on the widely-stretched 
camp beneath : the next day I was to march, old and expe- 
rienced in war and therefore well knowing what to expect, 
but for the first time commanding an army. Twenty 
thousand human beings were there, their tents stretching 
far on the beautiful plain : all these lives depend on me 
thought I, one error and a butchery follows ! Now sitting 
at this feast, all I had gone through came back to me, I 
had done mv work and the multitude entrusted to me was 
safe. We had fought desperately, but no atrocities had 
been committed ; nothing had gone on like what passed in 
Affghanistan; all in Scinde, except the fighters, had been 
tranquil, and the slain died well and quickly : how can a 
man die better ? Had I died of the sun-stroke who could 
have regretted my fate? Scinde was then safe, no man 
would have spitten upon my grave as a tyrant, and without 
pain I should have died ! 
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Wlien these tlioughts came across me, I said secretly, 
liiicre is my dock, it bus been brougbt tbroiigb ull difficulties, 
<ve are victoriciits over tyrants, wc are tbe liberators of a 
VnSer'atg people; from this time security and peace and 
dviliiation will spread over a land bitherto tbe prey of the 
armed robber, the spoil of the bandit. Feeling thus, and 
that my conduct had been more than justly appreciated by 
those whose lives had been my core, 1 could have nothing 
to regret, save that when 1 leave tbis anny I quit for ever 
companions whose courage has done ao much for me. With 
tbe 22Dd Begiment I in some degree remain connected, 
but from the Company's officei's I shall be entirely severed 
vlieii I return to England, and amongst them I have formed 
.faitiaiate fiiendships. I feel myself amply rewarded. I have 
.the approbation of Lord EUenborougb and of the troops, 
Uld what more can I wuut ? Nothing I As to a peerage, 
of which I never thought, and laughed when people thought 
of it for me, what good would it do me ? No power on 
CUth would make me take a pension, and a peerage would 
I^Aercforc ruin me. 

"General W. Napier, September 19th.— The loss of the 
Uemnon will save you from a letter of 16 sheets. 1 thought 
myself dying, and scribbled everything as the best way of 
bringing you as it were to llydrabad. It was during great 
debility of body and probably of mind, and at various times, 
Recording to my strength, half an hour at a time, that it was 
written, and probably there was much trash. Still it cou- 
, tuned some strong facts amongst the chaff, which you 
>uld use for me I hoped, for my mind was so enfeebled 
im the sun-stroke as to make me fear becoming idiotic, 
when roused by the danger Outram's proceedings 
caused, 1 wrote to Ijord I'^Ueu borough, and it did me good : 
the rest my mind got restored me on board the 
imer, where I slept continually for several days. Dr. 
ky told me at UydrabaJ, that I must go from thence or 
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(lie; and as I felt dying, and roatlerswcre well wound up, 1 
went, and have recovered: j-et my wish is to quit Sonde; 
and next March, if not required I think of going, not to 
risk another May and June. This however I do not talk of, 
as ere that my strength may return, and if my intention 
were known, others, not Lord EUenborough, bat others, 
would push to expedite me. 

"The whole of the Belooch chieftains have made salaam: 
— about four hundred. Had I taken their swords it would 
have been a fortune. Instead of their swords I have thar 
good-will and confidence, and peace for Scinde. Yet «■ 
are right as to there being danger in the mountains on ^M 
right hank. , I have no confidence in those chaps; bntfl 
fear of them, having picked out two dashing lads, lieutenants 
Chamberlaine and Fitzgerald ; one is to command 
irregular horse, the other my camel corps. The h< 
men will he at Shikarpoor, the camels at Larka&na, 
they will check the hill robbers down to Lake Mum 
At Sebwan also there will soon be another squadi 
horsemen, to guard the plains from Lake Munchnr 
Kotree, opposite Hydrabad. At Jurruck a dctacl 
takes up the chain : and if an enemy ventures into 
re- entering angle formed by the Indus, tending to the east 
at Hydrabad, a regiment from Garah will sally forth, sup- 
])orted by troops from Kurrachee, upon his right fiaiik ; auil 
from Hydrabad and Kotree on hia left. All these [insta arc 
connected by steamers : and there is bcsidea, Ali Moorad'a 
force. 

" I break up no corps to do this, the only detachment is 
at Jurruck ; Kurrachee has a large garrison, Garab a whole 
regiment ; Kotree has part of the garrison of the entrcni 
camp of four regiments opposite. The wild horsemen 
no discipline to lose. Sebwan is bell, but no troops 
been put in there yet : the inhabitants are few, and liw 
through the summer by keeping their clothes coDstantly wet 
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through ! Most of them indeed go to the hills, or to Hy- 
drftbud. I mean however to esecute my plan in due time, 
that is, build at Sehwan a good fort, and barracka after 
my own scheme, and then relieve the fort monthly. Why is 
it now harder to live there than in Alexander's time? It is 
heat, uot iiialaria, that is feared ; air n-iD certainly grow 
bad from change of soil, but the winds from the S.W. 
blow DOW as then, and were interrupted by the same hills 
then as now : yet in Alexander's time a large city flourished. 
I must examine this. 

" Do not take up my defence, iinless I die here. You 
will then get my letter-books and journal, eight volumes. 
These will furnish you and Kennedy with what is neces- 
aary. Meanwhile my public letter to Lord Ellenborough 
will probably be printed, and set me right about Outram : 
a paid-up revenue, with general order, and no risings, will 
defend mc in the long run from all others. It is good you 
should know, that Dr. Buiiit is constantly at the house of 
Mr. Secretary Wdlorighby of the Bombay government ; 
that Mr. WiHoughby is Outram's bosom friend" — he was 
also bis coadjutor, adviser, and director in his publications 
against Sir Charles Napier — " and is, the world says, chief 
proprietor of the ' Bombay Times.' I know that Outram 
ia in debt, especially to the powerful house of Remington, 
which house is known to be in union with the ' Bombay 
Times,' and is said to cry up Outram with a view to their 
claim on him: I know, for he told me so, that they lent 
him 10,000 rupees to go to England. Truth wdl finally 
come out, aud to wait for it is beat, because it would be 
imposaible for me to keep you well informed even if 1 had 
time. 

" I keep all your letters with care, for it ia curious how 
complete is the concurrence of our views in war : your let- 
ters were written while I was doing the identical things you 
tnentioncd. You say Outram's hobby is, that the cost of 
ill be gi'euter than its revenue. If he v;&s in my 



484 LIFE OF CHARLES JAMES NAPIER. [184S. 

place it would be so. He told me when I reduced his poli- 
tical agency, that I could not carry on the work with the 
establishment I retained; yet I have done it with even 
a smaller establishment, and done more I think than he 
ever had to do. Much of my work indeed has been the 
bringing up the arrears of his political work ! My monthly 
contingent charges are 6 — 10 — 150 rupees ; his were ten to 
fifteen thousand ! If I remain here a year they shall see. 
I have paid every shilling of the cost of government, out of 
the revenue raised while in active war ! I have not calcu- 
lated rigorously, but let me do it in a rough way as my ink 
Hows. I defy all Khorassan and Affghanistan to match my 
twelve battalions, and three troops of horse artillery ; but 
what the cost of a battalion is exactly I cannot put dowD, 
and it is too far gone in the night to get at papers. In the 
Ionian Islands it was reckoned at about j£ 25,000. Now the 
sepoys are nothing like this, but take it so, and my force 
costs some £375,000. The Ameers raised £660,000 of 
revenue, and all the collectors here believe that in ten years 
two millions will be the mark : take the Ameers' revenue 
and there remains £225,000 after paying all the troops ! 

" But why should a frontier province be charged with the 
cost of troops belonging to the whole countrj- ? I will keep 
uj) the fortresses, a thousand policemen, and twelve hundred 
irregular cavalr)', for fifty, or say, skty thousand pounds; 
there remains six hundred thousand for a civil government, 
which I will do for less than one hundred thousand : thus 
half a million will enter the general treasury. This is a 
rude estimate, but certainly on the outside as to expeuce. 
These Indians know nothing of government, this country' 
will be a mine and they don't see it. 'VMiile on the river I 
discovered that the centre only has a strong current, the back 
water is not so strong : a few small piles driven into the 
bank, and backed with brushwood, completely defies the 
water. In twenty years the river may be fast bound in its 
actual channel, never more to burst in wild courses over the 
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land : then will the channel deepen^ and shallows will no 
more interrupt commerce. Outram knows about as much of 
public and private oeconomy as my Arab, Red Rover. An 
honourable and protecting government will treble the reve- 
nue here : but what are these Indian men^s ideas ? I am 
reckoned mad because I will not put a tariff on the day^s 
labour ; because I allow the working man to charge his own 
price ! The Ameers allowed them to have about a penny a 
day when working for^ others ; when working for their high- 
nesses^ a little grain and no money : under me they earn a 
shilling sometimes, always tenpence, and are of course 
delighted. My objects in adhering to this free system are 
two. I*'. It is just that the poor man should get what his 
labour will sell for. 2^ If the English government gives 
back the country to the Ameers the poor will no longer 
work for a handful of grain : then the Ameers will cut off 
noses and ears, pull out eyes, &c., and in six months Scinde 
will be too hot for their tyranny — the seeds of justice will 
have been too strongly rooted. 

" I have called in to me whole villages that were tyran- 
nized over by the government kardars, and punished the 
latter, and the villagers have gone home rejoicing and ex- 
ulting : these things will not be forgotten. On the other 
hand I have made fearful examples. Two Beloochees, armed 
and mounted, plundered and murdered a merchant on the 
road ; they were caught, the proof was complete the crime 
not denied, but thus palliated. Our chief ordered us, the 
goods are in his house. He was a Lumree chief in the hills: 
I ordered his tribe to deliver him to my police, and it was 
done. He was tried and hanged with his two followers, on 
the same gallows, sixty miles from any soldier save Marston, 
the chief of the police, who had only 150 policemen, and 
not a finger was raised ; nay, the poor all approved of the 
deed. I passed the gallows on my journey here, and could 
not but pray that my doings were justifiable : murder must 
be stopped. These men went to death with great indiffer- 
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ence ; tlie rope broke with one, he fell, and his first » 
were — No hanu done, accidents will happen, try ucain ! 

" Another nian was hanged for murdering a htiaband to 
obtain hie wife, and the night before his execution the ms- 
gistrate aakcd him if he had any particular wish that could 
be gratified? Yes! I killed that fellow to get his wife, 
bring her to me. Yet with all this I am told these execn- 
tioiia have great effect; the people say we are just : thai thi' 
Padishaw kills no one for himself. And where I pass for 
the firat time the villagers run out, asking which i:s the kiii<; ? 
for eicept being well armed and mounted ! am not drested 
much like a king. Both Beloochees and Scindiana are ■ 
very noble people, our officers walk, and ride, and shoot, 
everywhere in perfect safety. In Affghaoistan, if they paased 
the double Hentries a knife was in them : here the peasants 
are all civility and good-humour. The secret is, thongh h 
lie somewhat vain to say ao, in my rigid discipline. This day 
a letter has come about the prize money : nothing seems 
decided, but the tone of the letter is against our having any. 
We however took a good deal in the fight, which they cannot 
deprive us of; it is ours by regulation," 

An intriguing attempt to get the wedge of jobbing intu 
Scinde was thus met. 

"Lord Ellenborough, September 15th. — ^The camel corps 
cannot be commanded by an individual at Simla ; it must 
he led by a daring solcUer, and has been given to Lieut. 
Fitzgerald, a man not easily fatigued or daunted. I think 
that he will make a good partizan, being a man of abdity, 
very accomplished, and the most powerful of body in iln: 
army. He is said to want perseverance as an office man, 
but it is rare to meet good oul-door meu good for in-door 
work also. Fitzgerald is an excellent draugbtsmui, and 
ambitious to distinguish himself: he and young Chatober- 
laine are fast friends, and will prove a match for the mountain 
tribes if the latter try a paitiKan warfare, which we miy 
auppusc they will ; for Low cun robbers carry nti any other ' 
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Work goes on alowly in the enfcineer department : the 
Indians require constant watching, and to get cover for 
le troops has been a work of some labour ; three en{;^neers 
ill, and I am apprehensive for the troops during 
the next three months. I feet again equal to my own work, 
which really overwhelmed me in June, July, and August. I 
led to have lost all power to labour from overpowering 
ikness j I hope now to earn my pay more honestly, for I 
lure you I have not been satisfied with myself for the last 
three months. Had I not seeu the youngest and most pow- 
erful men equally crushed, I should have thought my consti- 
tution hrokcn, and that duty to the pubhc and your lordship 
demanded my resignation. 

" Let me now point out that there are, still unpromoted, 
to the great regret of every one, Captains Hutt and Hender- 
son. The first, with greet resolution and difficulty got his 
guns on to a perilous little rise of ground at Mceanee, the 
Beloocli mass being in a hollow a few yards off: Henderson 
with his Madras sappers fought desperately to protect those 
guns while being so placed. These officers were conspicu- 
idy cool and courageous, and very terrible to the enemy, 
Hutt was the most conspicuous from the great destruc- 
he dealt. Captain WTiitlie's two guns dealt with the 
imy iu front, but Hutt's guns swept the coiunins cndea- 
iring to turn our right flank, and Henderson's sappers 
down part of the park wall, under cover of which the 
llooch columns were getting round us, and through that 
ich Mutt checked their progress. 
I am aware do personal service gives & claim to honours ; 
OMi best exertions and lives belong to the soveriMgn aud 
country : it is oiu' position to which honours belong. But 
the position of Captain Hutt was more commanding thun 
of Captain Wiiloughby, who has been promoted. Hut 
hia battery had been distinguished through the whole 
ipaign, from Affgbanistan to Rorcc, and li'om Itorcc to 
ibod. Captain Wiiloughby arrived only the day before 
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Dubba^ from a lucrative post^ long held at Bombay: he 
fought in that battle^ and immediately afterwards returned 
to Bombay^ to his staflF situation. WiUoughby'a battery fired 
at longe range ; Hutt^s followed up^ with a close and severe 
practice, to the edge of the enemy's retrenchments. These 
circumstances placed in prominent contrast the services of 
these two artillery officers. As to Captain Henderson, his 
labours with his hardy sappers were great in the sandy 
desert, clearing roads for the guns ; at Meeanee in defending 
those guns ; at Dubba in making a road under fire to let 
Willoughby^s heavy howitzers into action.*' 

Now happened in England an event which gave Charles 
Napier's enemies all the countenance and support they needed 
for their flagitious hostility : Lord Ripon became chief of the 
Board of Control. The Cephalonian leaven was still working 
strongly within him, but he wrote a letter to the govcnior 
of Scinde affecting a frankness and sincerity quite foreign to 
his real feelings. It was easy thus to deceive the honest- 
minded man he addressed, and he was thus answered by 
Charles Napier. 

" It is difficult to tell you the effect which your lordship's 
letter has upon me. I cannot do it. I must content myself 
by saying : — that to get a regiment gave me pleaure, because 
I am poor ; that the grand cross gave me pleasure, because 
it marked my sovereign's approbation ; that your flattering 
compliment gave me pleasure, because it is agreeable to 
receive praise ; but more than all was the pleasure I felt at 
your frank and noble confidence in offering me the hand of 
reconciliation. I thought you had ill-used me; you have 
generously proved that you did not do so intentionally ; and 
you have made me regret that I ever for a moment thought 
otherwise. A beloved wife was dying, Adam had treated me 
basely, grief and anger were at their height in a disposition, 
prone at all times to admit the domination of those passions. 
Having thus spread my faults at your feet I remain &c." 
Having thus disarmed a noble forgiving nature, Lord Ripon 
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^omniciiced a course of unmitigated hostility, still pretending 
Friendship I 

At this time the A&ghaiis and Diouatain tribes were said 
to be in a ferment to reinstate the Lion, who was with the 
former, and that a religious combination was being formed 
ill his favour. 

" Lord Eilenburough, September 21at.^ — Scinde continues 
quiet, but there is a necessity for unrelenting vigilance and 
undiminished force ; for if the moimtaineers come down, we 
can hardly expect a province so recently conquered not to be 
in a state of excitement. For this reason I am anxiouc 
to have the police thoroughly organixeil; and have told the 
Bombay government 1 cannot let a regiment go without u 
relid'; wcuiust go bridle in hand until the storm, apparently 
gathering in the hills, either bursts on ns or dissipates. If 
it be a religious one it will probably come down in strength : 
if it is, as I apprehend, a mere flourish of the chiefs to 
get Shere Mohamed'a money, of which he is said to have 
a deal, it will probably end in his throat being cut by bis 
friends." 

To get his money was the object ; but the Bombay fac- 
tion was loudly proclaiming it a religious combination for 
WW, and striving through the "Bombay Times" to encourage 
it. The Lion howeversoon fled to the Cutchee Hills to save 
his throat. Meanwhile the Bombay intriguers, finding they 
could not with all their cries and abuse drive Sir C. Napier 
fi-om Scinde, and could not get the loaves and fishes, which 
he reserved for the brave men who had conquered the country, 
they changed their pohcy and became obstreperous for the 

^Bpttoration of the 4Vineers— the " injured patriarchs" being 

^^■vr the watchword. 

^^P " Sir G. Arthur, September. — I am glad you think my 

^lacts convincing in opposition to Outram. I do indeed 



concur 



with 



you, 1 



iiihing 1 had given all these details ut 



tirat, but was little aware that Outram intended to prove mc 
^Mw author of the war. I was quite ready to forego any 
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credit to l>e gained at Outram's expeDoe^ and cared nothing 
about the newspapers making a puff character for him, 
though thinking his friends might have stopped that folly, 
which rendered him an object of ridicule. I have nothing to 
accuse myself of towards him : I did more to save Outram 
from exposure than many people would have done, but his 
conduct was that of a man in a state of delusion. If the 
Ameers were restored, this country would quickly be in con- 
fusion : we have filled it with friends, and having given the 
poor a relish for high wages, the Ameers could not pull them 
down without resistance. 

'^ The case of Ali Moorad and Meer Roostum, as to the 
cession of the turban, has been decided by the great Maho- 
metan court of law at Calcutta, and an irrevocable decree 
passed in favour of Ali: the most minute points and 
evidence were poked out by Captain Pope, and I believe no 
more force or intimidation was used by Ali Moorad than by 
you. However, I never gave, or promised him, an iota of 
land or money, and I can see no justification of Outram's 
conduct in this matter, except his utter want of head. I am 
glad you approve of my system of conciliation : the Beloo- 
chees, like all others, can be won by proper treatment. 
Man's feelings are everywhere alike : old Indians fancy an 
arcanum : they go round and round in their own mill and 
think there is no other road. 

"The same, October 1st. — Tlie enclosed letter is just 
going to Lord EUenborough, in answer to one from the 
council containing false assertions by Outram, about Ali 
Moorad. They will not let any expression remain ambiguous 
in Outram's letters : he has almost made them think I entered 
into some treaty with Ali Moorad, though they do not say 
so ! When I received Outram's letter of the 24th January I 
laughed. I saw how his head was turned, and, until I got 
Lord EUenborough's letters, I never gave a second thought 
to Outram's. This letter to Lord EUenborough you will, of 
course keep in your pocket. I long to see the Blue Book, 
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but as far as Outrani and I are concerned the pith is not yet 
known ill England ! 

" Lord Ellenborough, October 13th. — I enclose a memo- 
rial received from Shere Mohamed's brother — Shah Mo* 
hamcd. This memorial is a specimen of the assertions made 
unceasingly by the e*-Ameers, with a degree of impudent 
falsehood absolutely laughable, I inrormed your lordship 
at the time, that this Ameer, Shah Mobamed, sent a messen- 
ger to me, just before the battle of Dubba, offering to assas- 
sinate his brother and naming the conditions I I kept his 
messenger in custody, and sent the letter by a confidential 
man to Shere Muharned to put him on his guard, but he 
never acknowledged this good office, though I know he 
received my letter with that of hia brother. I have ordered 
the Ameer Shah to Bombay ; his remaining here disturbs 
men's minds, and the ex-Ameers never cease to send mes- 
sages, to say they are coming back. 

"October 1-lth. — Your lordship's private letter 20th ultimo, 
has given me very great pleasure. We were all longing for 
medals. There was not an officer or a soldier, from myself 
downwards, that would not have given up the hope of prize 
money, the decoration of the Bath, promotion, everything 
for the medal ! We rarely talk of the prize money ; if it 
comes so much the better, if not we shall not break our 
hearts. I confess I did not feel as deeply as I otherwise 
should, and now shall, the high honoiur of the grand cross. 

»l could not have met with satisfaction those who stood by 
Ik in battle, and received no honour save that which danger 
lUidauutedly met carries with it : now all will be rewarded, 
and thtmgh my portion be larger ao was my responsi- 
bility. While the officers and soldiers received nothing my 
ribbon sat uncomfortably on my shoulder ; now [ can meet 
M' C orporal Tim Kelly and Delaney the bugler, without a 
Byaah. And Lieut. Marston of the 25th N. I. ! Casting 
^Hfataelf between mc and a big Beloochcc he received on his 
^Eifcoulder a blow intended for his general ; it cut nearly 
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through tSe brass scales on Marston^s shoulder; the red 
ribbon will not grace mine more/' 

A note in his letter-book thus describes the conduct of 
the two soldiers Kelly and Delaney. 

'^ Alas ! these two brave soldiers of the 22nd Regiment 
are dead : they fought by my side, Kelly at Dubba^ Delaney 
at Meeanee, as my orderly bugler. Three times, when I 
thought the 22nd could not stand the furious rush of the 
swordsmen, Delaney sounded the advance, and each time the 
line made a pace or two nearer the enemy !" — Here be it re- 
collected that the fighting was hand to hand, that each pace 
in advance was under a descending sword, and that to sound 
his bugle Delaney resigned all self-defence ! And that these 
heroic soldiers had a general worthy of them, the subjoined 
extract from a memoir addressed to Lord Ellenborough 
will disclose, completing the story of Meeanee with a simple 
description of a stroke in generalship, similar to that by 
which Marlborough won Blenheim. 

" Victoiy depends less upon numbers than the concen- 
trated quantity of force thrown against a weak point, by 
which the smaller araiy outnumbers the larger at that point : 
fortune gave a remarkable instance of this at Meeanee. 
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" From A I saw, through the gap, that troops were at b, 
in the wood, that the wall was not loopholed and had no 
banquette, because a man sitting astride on the top and firing 
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matchlocks at ua evidently stooped to reach them from mLii 
on the ground, who handed them up. There were no heads 
on the wall either, which I wcU knew discipline could not 
ha\e prevented, had there been a banquette. I therefore 
concluded that if Captain Tew'a company were pushed into 
the gap, the enemy at b would be paralyzed, or obli^d to 

join their main body ; but before they couM effect the last, 
hope was to make a decisive impression on the centime 

id divide the wings. Poor Tew drove them from the gap 
and died there ; but they continued to hold the wood until 
we fell on their line at c ; we then made a breach in the 
wall at D, and Hutt's guns drove those masses from their 
position. Thus an accident of grohnd, and the enemy's 
iiqioranee, enabled us with 60 men, to paralyze thousands 
of Beloocheea. 

Mrs, Garrett. — It was unnecessary to apologize to me 
writing. Yourself and the widow of every soldier who 
fcll nuder my command have a lasting claim upon any aer- 
\-icv I can render them, and if I fail in aernng them it shall 
not be from any want of exertion. I have taken the liberty 
of turning the copy of your memorial into an originalj by 
putting a note at the foot of it, and I have no doubt the 
directors, whose generosity to their servants has never been 
arraigned " — he did not then know them — " will see how 
severely fate has stricken you, even above others ; for where 
honours and promation awaited your brave husband, and joy 
would have been your lot, the decree of the Almighty has 
changed all, and left only tears behind ! That it is best jis 
lie decrees we know, but He has ordered man to asriisl his 
neighbour, and by that rule, I have no douht, the Court of 
Diri-ctor* will be guided towards the n-idow of one who frll 
maintaining the honour of the Company's arms, and adiling 
possessions ! No oue fell more honourably or more 
;d than Captain Garrett. 

(tain***. — 1 am as conscientious I hope aa you 
with regard to signing a certificate; and lain also I 



444 LIFE OF GHAELES JAHSS XAPISB. [ISO. 

trust too conscientious to forget the command of our Saviour 
to ' Do unto others as you would they should do unto you.' 
Now Sir, it would greatly grieve me were you to force me 
to bring you to a general court-martial ; yet your refusal to 
sign a certificate called for by the regulations will oblige me 
so to do, if you persist in your disobedience of orders, which 
you do not do from conscience. Excuse me Sir, I am 
bound to speak truth and no man can act from conscience 
who gives no reason and has no reason to give for his con- 
duct. In matters of faith we can give no reason for that 
which we believe, but although unable to explain ourselves 
one reason is a plain one, we have the divine word for 
believing : but in mat&rs of works we are required to obey 
the law. The Saviour of the world said He came on earth 
to confirm the law, and to prove his words He conformed 
to the law. Now I do think it presumptuous in any man 
not to do the same, unless the law is one involving wicked* 
ness. If you were called upon to vouch for an account you 
could not verify, then I should respect your scruples ; but 
you are not; it is your idleness, your indifierence to the 
Almighty's command to do your duty in your station, that 
stops you. You are the bad steward, that was too lazy to 
look to his master^s talent and buried it in the ground. 

" Were you a man acting from conscience and religion, 
you would devote yourself to the examination of the ac- 
counts, and prove whether the work was done ; and if it was 
not done at the time specified in the certificate, you would 
very properly refuse to put your name to it. You would 
examine whether the receipts agreed with the charges, and if 
they did you would sign ; if they did not, you would justly 
refuse. But all this would require trouble, patience, labour ; 
and you want to escape the labour for which you receive 
pay, and thus defraud the public of that pay. You thus 
unjustly and irreligiously, and under the false pretence of 
conscience, endeavour to put the money in your pocket with- 
out fulfilling your agreement. This is truth, and to a con- 



dTeu.] 



EPOCH Xiy. TEKIOD I -SCINDB. 



445 



yoa » 



acicDtiuns man truth is vuluable. I defy you to disprove a 
word I have written, I have for conacieoce sake, and pity for 
you, endeavoured to ahew you thot I am not deceived by 
yoQT pretence of conscience, when you give no reason, no 
cause for your conduct. I apeak to you as a friend, and aa 
one who humbly trusts that he has as deep a sense of reli- 
gion as you have. 

"1 have hut httle time, but my duty to a brother officer 

is superior to ordinary buaineas. Love one another is a 

commaud not to be forgotten, or disobeyed, for ordinary 

matters; therefore I write this hurried letter to try aud save 

you from the effects of yoiir want of just principle. How- 

' r 1 have also a duty to do. I am placed at the head of 

B government to enforce all just and lawful orders, and if 

m, or any other man, wilfully tries to pocket the pubhc 

money, without fulfilling the conditions to which yuu have 

as a couscieutious and religious man bound yourai'lf, my 

duty will oblige me to bring you to a general court-martial, 

^Bbd a char^ of endeavouring to defraud the public. Hoping 

^^■lu letter may open your eyes to your, in my opinion, very 

^^■rehgiDUs and unjustifiable conduct. I remain, &c. 

^^B "The same, October. — You had gotten a wrong view; 

^^kd a wrong view is like a dislocated shoulder, requiring a 

^Htfaruug jerk to set it right. I felt assured your rehgious 

principles were right, and to shew you that the mode in 

which you hud applied those principles was wrong, and would 

lead you into the same course that a bad man would pursue, 

I gave you the necessary jerk, by placing your conduct in a 

startling bnt just light, with severity ; 1 wished to save an 

honest man from ruin, which was impending ; for had you 

persevered there was no choice but to bring you to trial. 

All is now right, and 1 am siurc you will take a correct view 

on all future occasions, ^^'helu■ver your religious views 

come in collision with duty, be assured that a deeper exami- 

nation will shew you that yuu are wrong; for one of our 
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most sacred injunctions is^ to do our duty in that state of 
life to which the Almighty has called us. 

" Captain J * * *. — I know nothing about political agents^ 
except that^ praised be God I the governor-general has 
cleared them all away, after they had sacrificed British honour 
and fifteen thousand men. But I know, that though the 
governor-general has given me authority to appoint a com- 
manding officer in Bbooj, to act as government agent at the 
court of the Rais, he has not imparted to me any autho- 
rity to appoint a deputy assistant. Now, of all things I 
avoid most what is called taking upon myself; and I really 
believe the confidence with which Lord Ellenborough 
honours me, arises from his practical knowledge that I never 
assume any authority he has not directly and distinctly 
given, except on emergencies. Should Captain Duncan 
resign, I really am not aware whether I can appoint a suc- 
cessor or not. If one be named from Calcutta or Bombav, 
I have nothing to say ; but if it is left to me no one shall 
be appointed to this punch -like title, or rather, punch and 
his wife, for assuredly the old woman enters into such non- 
sense ! I will never appoint a political. 

" Captain * * *^ October. — When I took this government 
I appointed three collectors, and several sub-collectors; a 
captain-chief of police for the Collectorates, and a lieutenant 
of police at each, under his exclusive orders, and not under 
the orders of the collectors who have no right whatever, and 
whom I will not allow to interfere with the police. The only 
thing is, that the collectors call upon the police for any men 
they may require to arrest defaulters, or collect revenue. 
This arrangement was made before you were a collector, 
and was approved of in all its details by the governor- 
general and the supreme council. Now Captain has 

delayed so long in coming, that I have written to tell him I 
can wait no longer and must dismiss him. As he was 
appointed by the governor-general to be employed somehow 
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ID Scindc, I su|)po8e other employment must be found ; but 
meantime I have appointed Captain Brown, lieutenant of 
police Ht Hydrabad, to act as captain of police, Either he 
or Lieutenant Jlarston, or Mr. Mackeson must Jo so, and I 
prefer him as most fitted. Now really, to be called over the 
coals by you, whenever 1 choose to exercise the authority 
vested in me by govcmuient, is what I tell you fairly I will 
not submit to, I have the greatest admiration for your zeal, 
honesty, and ability, as a public senant ; but if you were 
the most honest and zealous, and able servant the public 
ever bad, I will not place my authority in your hands. If 
Lord Ellfiiborough thinks you would govern Scinde better 
than 1, and 1 think you easily might, let him make yon 
governor ; but while he leaves me here, 1 will not be 
governor with a collector king over me ! 

" As to the country not being yet ' ripe for the proposed 
measure,' I do not know what measure you mean. If 
you mean the arrangements of the police, pray give your- 
self no uneasiness in the matter ; let me jndge for myself. 
As I never take advice, or suggestion, about my own duty, 
if I throw Scinde into confnaion, I promise the collectors 
that Lord E, shall not hold them i-csponsible. Mtanlime 
do your beat to fix the number of police, for on that point 
I want your advice because, and only because, I ask it ; 
but I by no means bind myself to take it, though probably 
I shall as I think you are the best judge, much better than 

myself: but I ask you as Captain not as collector, 

because it is not in the competence of the collector to settle, 

or interfere in this matter. As to Mr. Mackeson being 

dark, 1 wish he was as black as the devil, as a Secdee ! I 

prefer black men in these countries in many situations ) if 

be is such he cannot help it. However he will not plague 

^Bnu, sa I am going to send him to Shikarpoor, or it may be 

^^pewhere. You begin your letter by saying you know I 

^Hpslikc business.' You seem to think I play I I would 

^^■ange what I go through for what you do each day, and 
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do not think you would gain niucli I at least (lirre are not 
many that would; but I do not like to add other people't 
business to my own. 

" P.S. — I am deeply grieved to hear of your wife's re- 
newed illncsH. I wish she was here, for though I have not 
much room in my house to give her comforts, she ahatl have 
all that nc have. 

"Major Brown, October. — I have the Khosa chiefs 
petition, claiming your protection from something imposed 
upon him by Capt. Jackson" — political agent — " but 1 do 
nut know Hiadostance, and have no one in my family who 
docs. However, my answer would be to afford hJiu any pro- 
tection you tliink just, till the arrival of Colonel Roberta at 
Bhooj, to whom I beg of you to refer all these chiefs of the 
desert tribes :" — the Khosas had been made robbers by op- 
pression. "I dare say this chief's past offences may be par- 
doned, St. John lived with virtue in the wilderness, bot I 
fear we cannot expect the Khosas to do the same, and had 
better be guided by the saint's advice to foi^ive: the only 
point 1 am stern about, is deliberate murder for plunder. 
Colonel Roberts will soon be at Bhooj, and put these wild 
people in a good train, and when I have given them the 
means of living honestly, at least as much as is possible st 
first, I shall treat them more roughly if they return to their 
devilry. Allow me now, Major Brown, to express the pleasure 
it gives mc to make acquaintance with an officer whose con- 
duct has done such honour to our profession. 1 have just 
been reading an account of yonr unflinchiug defence of 
Kahun, and masterly retreat. 

" Collector at Sukkur. — You are hereby ordered to exc 
the murderer Jumedar Jufar Khan. 

" You are hereby oi'dered to execute the 
Moojoodeen. These murderers arc to be hanged at 1 
poor, on the road leading to Khelat. Ujxin tJiC galluws you 
are to atfix a paper declaratory of the crime for winch the 
culprits are hanged. You are also to affix the nccomjianyi 
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proclamation on the walla of Shikarpoor, Sukkur, Roi-ee, 
Larfcaana, and in all parts where it may be practicable — for 
instance at Khelat. 

FroclaDiatiou. — Scindians ! Beloochees! Affghans ! Hin- 

I have CHUJied two men to die because they murdered 

Affghans. Every man who commits a murder shall be 

It to death. I have no command in Affghanialan, but 
when Affghans come under the protection of the British, 
vengeaDCc be on those who injure them. Men shall find 
safety and protection in Scinde. The merehuut and the 
traveller shall pass along the roada with safety. Death to 
the robhcr and the murderer. Such is the law of God, who 
rules alike over the Mahometan, the Hindoo, and the 
Christian! Ijet His will be done! 

"Collector of Sukkur. — You are hereby directed to cause 
to be hanged the murderer Sydoo, who hanged upon a tree 
at Shcre-Mohamed-Ka-gote, the man Pyara whom he, 
Sydoo, culled his 'slave.' 

"Lord Klleuljo rough, October. — There are some remark- 
able circumstances attending the execution of the chief 
who robbed and murdered travellers. 1", A chief was 
executed. 2". It was immediately after the war had ended, 
yet DO »ymptoma of anger were evinced ; the people said il 
was just. 3". Not u soldier was within two marches of the 
place; yet on that very road, and not far from the spot, two 
months before, a detachment had been attacked and lost 
some of its convoy. An officer came yesterday from 
Hydrabad, and as he kept abrea^st of some notives asked 
if the country was quiet ? The answer was very Eastern. 
' Quiet I Yes I it is quiet. If you catch a wasp in your 
hand he does not sting you.' This last is a trifling matter, 
but with other things helps to give confidence in the tran- 
quillity which appears to reign on the left bank of the Indus. 
The right bank shall now be taken in hand, and I dare suy 
it will be sufBeiently troublesome. 

" A regidur band of ussassins was captured at Sliikarpoor ; 
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they had murdered two Affghan gentlemen who had engaged 
them as guards, and I have ordered two to be hanged 
immediately. I think three should be hanged^ but the 
collector Captain Fope> and Captain Young judge-advocate, 
differed with me so strongly that I have spared the ruffian 
tiU Captain Young gets answers to some inquiries. The 
principle on which these gentlemen founded their opinion is, 
that the chief of the band ordered him to cut off the head of 
the Affghan, who, they say, was lying in the agonies of 
death, from a wound inflicted by one of the others. Now 
we have no other testimony than that of the murderers and 
robbers, that the murdered man was ' in the agonies of 
death :' for aught we know he might have been vigorously 
fighting for his life ! I cannot understand why Pope and 
Young, two able men, so strenuously defend this villain. 
However to put a man to death is at all times so repugnant 
to one's feelings, that I shall give the assassin the benefit of 
their intercession ; but have resolved not to admit the prin- 
ciple of obedience covering sins, in those who follow a 
leader in assassination." 

The state of the Punjaub was now become very menacing. 
Successive murders of the reigning princes, and entire mih- 
tary insubordination, clearly indicated a growing political 
nuisance that was sure, sooner or later, to require abatement 
in self-defence. 

" Sir G. Arthur, November 1st. — I cannot see clearlv as 
to the Punjaub affairs. On one hand the Affghans arc 
dangerous enemies for the Sikhs ; on the other we are more 
dangerous friends ; and between us the Sikhs are cutting 
each other's throats ! Quere, Will not fear of the Affghans 
unite them ? Will it not prevent them from insulting us ? 
What excuse have we for interference ? Suppose they do 
not unite, and that our party calls upon us for help ? We 
must go, as they did, when called to help us. Suppose the 
only remaining case that I can see, viz. that they offer us 
some insult. What then ? The Punjaub will be ours ! 
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They are numerous, well armed, and half drilled ; they were 
quite 80, but have lost it. Still seventy or eighty thousand 
under General Ventura might do good service; but Gough 
with thirty or even forty thousand men would Jieat them. 

"Oatram's disclaiming being responsible for newspaper 
opinion has done away with the respect I still had for hia 
character. Every one knows that he commands the ' Bombay 
Times,' and I shall not repeat how he used the power he 
had over it, or rather how I heard he used it, for 1 have no 
proof. However that is neither here nor there ; I know he 
has no right to call false assertions, to injure my character 
and exalt hia own, ' newspaper opinions,' They were not 
toiere opinions, and bavc now been made into a book, and 
.fee avows his intention to remain silent. 
[- "It is a thousand pities Clibborn wants otlier qualities, 
wr he is the best regimental officer, except Roberts, I have 
net with. Poor Teesdalc was not much behind him, and 
fins daily improving: — a nobler soldier than that man I 
ijtever saw. I cannot mention his name without emotion, 
l^as I the thought uf this bi'ave man has taken inc far from 
.liaj subject. To return. We have native officers and sol- 
'idiers hei-e, who have been tried five or sin months ago, and 
we still prisoners, perhaps declared innocent 1 Yet we 
etnnot get their courts -martial from the Bombay head- 
l^jUarters 1 This is really very cruel. They were tried when 
Imr communication was stopped, trnd I previously had given 
^Soileau orders, to forward all trials to Bombay eJiprcssly to 
[r&Void sach detention after trial. I have written about it but 
mb answer is come : realty this is very wrong. 
p "November 9th. — You say you think 'my head runs on 
iwe Ontram controversy.' Indeed it does malgre moi, for 
'? constantly get questions from the supreme government, 
Ittmt by the secret committee. Lord Ellenborough evidently 
>^^pises them, but 1 must answer them. That gives me no 
I^Aifficulty, but a great deal of labour: I am obliged to hark 
Libtck to days when coming hostilities gave nie httle time to 
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record every circumstance in my journal, or my letW 
baokK, and I must trust to memory for facts and motives; 
besides huntinfi; through letter-books and letters, all of which 
takesj time and thought. Tbus it is my mind in obliged to 
run upon the Outnim controversy, or rather Outram's 
anger; for his letters shew tliat he was ready enough to 
be severe upon the Ameers before he fell into disgrace with 
Lord EUenborough ! 1 think i have now sent home enough 
to satisfy the secret committee. If not I can go on : they 
may be assured I am not tired out, neither am I averse to 
any inquiry into what I have done or said. I acted 
honestly from first to last ; whether wisely or not on all 
occasions is another question. Certainly not wisely when I 

did not bring to a court-martial; it would have saved 

a world of trouble: but one feels so low-spirited, and so 
miserable after victory, so unhappy at all the noble fellows 
that have fallen on both sides, that there is aversion to do 
anything harsh, when misconduct has not produced disaster: 
if it has, one grows pi-oportionably ferocious ! This is not 
philosophical, but a. man cannot be philosophies] when up 
to the eyes in blood ! 

" ' What was the name of the officer of the 14th who 
rode his horse in so inhuman a way ? ' How such base- 
minded brutes make one's blood boil ! Brown's exploit was 
performed on three horses : the one who did most was my 
big white horse Jack Shcppard, whose kicking proi>cnsities 
you I dare say recollect." 

The question to which this reply was made, at once i 
closes the hatred and the detestable baseness of the fad 
at liombay and in England. It was not enough to i 
Sir C. Napier because his victories supported Lortl Ellen* 
borouprh's policy, it wasnccesaary also to insult and depreciate 
and defraud every officer, aye ! and it will be found to ins^ 
even the poor soldiers who served under him. This BrQ 
this inhuman horseman, was the man who risked his 1 
iusui'C a true opci-ation against Omercotc : — tliiit 
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man nlio rode tbree horses, but never spared himself, to serve 
his general and the wi-etchcs who thus sneered at him. But 
DOW the enmity of the Bombay and English Anti-Ellen- 
borough factions whs become so virulent, and Outram so 
avowedly acting with them, that Sir Charles Napier could no 
longer be blind to his real cbaructer and broke off all ac- 
quaintance: it was full time. 

" Sir G. Arthur. — 1 send you Outrara's letter. I ought 
to have said at first all I have now said ; but I did not mean 
to say it at all ; Outram has himself produced this critical 
CXaminstioQ of all he did. My wish was for him to have 
closed his Scinde career, with the credit of hia defence of the 
Residency" — which belonged to Captain Conway—" but he 
was filled with (wo passions very apt to lead men of weak 
heads astray: anger and vanity. Ilia fury against Lord 
Ellenborough had, I hear, no bounds at Bombay, and his 
vanity made him believe those who told bira he waa him- 
self the greatest diplomatist in India. Ue had been foiled 
by the Ameers, and very unwisely determined to prove that 
Lord Ellenborough wanted war, and that he, Outram, was 
resolved there should be no war, to show that his influence 
ever the Ameers was greater than Lord Ell eubo rough's 
power : this was blunder one. He then resolved to prove 
ttuit he had in fact succeeded, but my ' headlong march of 
military folly ' overturned all bis skilful arrangements, and 
gave Lord Ellenborough the victory over his plans. To 
prove this be denied all treachery on the part of the Ameers ; 
ilenicd all wrong. The attack on the Residency was an act 
of virtuous and ' Christian war ' — this ia Buist's exi)re8siou 
and a curious one: — and we soldiers were all robbers and 
luurdercrs. Blunder two. But to prove my march an act 
of military folly and mischief, required more than Major 
Outram'a assertion; and the secret committee, and the 
Queen's governuient demanded what Lord Ellenborough and 
I fnyself had to say on that head. The answer gave the 
Upeasure of Outntm's ability as a diplomatist, and hia head 
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for war is even less. I have had a letter from him^ meaning 
nothing : he says that to save me, he never went into private 
parties^ though he told the ministers his opinions. This is 
rather amusing. 

" General Simpson. — I have written to break off all inti- 
macy with Outram. My brother gave him an opening to 
contradict all the falsehoods put forth by the 'Bombay 
Times/ to injure me and to exalt him. He answers^ that 
he will not. I could not contradict those lies at the time 
they appeared without condemning Outram^ and so held my 
peace for his sake. Yet now the same lies are embodied 
in a book. I thought he would one day give a sweeping 
denial ; instead of that he makes himself a party to them 
by declining to contradict them. I have therefore cut his 
acquaintance. I could not sleep if I saw my friend calum- 
niated for the purpose of making a puff character for me ! 
I could not bear such humiliation ! Outram thinks other- 
wise, so I will no longer have any correspondence with him. 

^' Lt.-Colonel Outram, — Sir, I regret that a controversy 
has arisen between you and my brother. I regret also that 
there should be such just grounds for it. My letter 22nd 
July will have told you what has passed ; it is needless to 
refer to it '^ — informing him of the official exposure of his 
conduct at Hydrabad. — " In your letter to my brother you 
' disclaim any responsibility for newspaper opinions.^ You 
have declined to contradict falsehoods in newspapers, and 
falsehoods in a book, which were put forth to exalt your 
character and render mine contemptible ; your practice and 
your principles seem to be consistent, and I have no right to 
question either. As my brother justly remarked, it is a 
matter of taste. I have lately given two proofs that mine 
is diametrically the reverse of yours. I could not for an 
instant submit to what I considered a deep humiliation, and 
in both cases contradicted the fallacies put forth. With such 
discrepancy of feelings, it would be inconvenient to both that 
any intimacy should continue between us." 
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Oatram waa but a tool of powerful factions, working in 
concert at London and Bombay, and wilfully adopting his 
misstatetucnts as griiunds for insulting and thwarting Sir C. 
Napier in hi* government : adding thereto all secret foul- 
ness to raise up enmity. Amongst other miserable expe- 
dients attempts were made by whisperings to embroil him 
with the Duke of Wellington. With the directors this feel- 
ing was very prevalent. Some of them were indeed too 
honourable, but the leaders of their court were with a nau- 
seous affectation of pubhc virtue, eager to afBx crime upon 
the man who had so greatly advanced the interests of their 
empire in the Kast; thus shewing that with them the per- 
sonal advantages of nepotism far outweighed national in- 
terests. Nevertheless they complacently accepted all the 
general advantages, while striving to deeoy and injure the 
general whose courage and genius had won them, and whose 
toil was now rendering them pennanent. However the 
official answer to Outram's charges, when transmitted home 
bv Lord Elleiibomugh, cut away all ground for longer with- 
holding the thanks of Parliament : they were given at last, 
^d Sir Robert Peel's sjieecb was very warmly eulogistic of 

B general, 
y" General W, Napier. — As to thanks of Parliament you 
low the estimate soldiers make of that matter I Sir Robert 
s speech has made people here believe that I am to be 
c a peer. I do not believe this to be the case, and I do 
t wish that honour to be conferred, because I will on no 
9Dunt take a pension with it, to end my career by robbing 
f starving countrymen ; and without an income of consi- 
dsrable amount it cuutd not be well sustained, fur vou know 
bow shopkeepers tax a title. If the fat fellows of the Ho- 
nourable Court of Directors chose to give me a pension, for 
Ediag a million sterling to their revenue, it would alter the 
16 : it would not eome out of starving labourers' toil. 
"With regard to the duke, I cannot believe the foolish 
aiDun I hear ; I cannot believe him jealous uf a little 
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success attending one of his disciples ; he whose whok Ufe 
has been one bkze of glory^ unriTalled except by Napdeoa. 
I suspect these things are said by his and my enemies : Us 
silence arises^ probably^ from a cautions desire to have efeiy 
information before him, and so pronounce an opinion which 
shall embrace the whole Scindian affairs, political and mili- 
tary : meanwhile I have too much on my hands to tioaUe 
myself about what any of them think/' 

The writer of this biography knew at this time^ by a direct 
message from the duke, that he was actually striving against 
the foul enmity of the directors ; and he was unsuccessfiii 
because the ministers would not second him : this last wm 
not indeed stated in the message, but the writer from other 
sources knew that it was so* 

" Lord Ellenborough. — I have the honour to enclose some 
more information relative to the conduct of the ex-Ameers. 
I hope it may prove satisfactory to the secret committee, 
because the further inquiry is pushed the more mH the 
treachery of the Ameers become apparent. I could have 
sent this information last February or March, had I chosen 
to spend my time in an employment suited to a chief of 
police, i. e. receiving depositions. But I hope that the secret 
committee will pardon me, if I recall to their minds, that at 
the period in question I had not the power of drawing up 
above fifteen hundred men in order of battle ; that no rein- 
forcements had then arrived ; that twenty thousand men 
imder Shere Mohamed were within a march of my camp ; 
that we were in the midst of an insurgent population, war- 
like and well armed. That I had the magazines and hos- 
pitals full of wounded men to guard on the bank of the 
Indus ; that I had six sovereign princes in my camp, in- 
triguing as hard as they could to arrange an attack on my 
camp by overwhelming multitudes. That I had a large 
fortress to guard ; that this fortress was three miles from my 
camp ; that I had an immense treasure to guard. That I 
was obliged to respect the zenanas in the fortress, to the 
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izard of the regiment in that fortress, which regiment 
luld not muster above four hundred men, while in those 
ananas were about tight hundred powerful Belooehees, well 
wed. 

" When all these things are thua brought before the eye, 
[elusive of a number of details which a general officer 
iiut look to, I imagine the ' secret committee' will approve 
: my having attended tu the safety of the troops and the 
mour of our arms, rather than to making a formal in- 
airy, &c. 1 well knew the treacherj' of the Ameers, or I 
uinld nut have been so nnjuat as to use the terms I applied 
I them in my dispatch after the battle of Mecanee ; and 
hich term of treachery the secret committee appears to 
link was an invective of mine ! The honour of our arms, 
le lives of the troops, my own honour, my own life, called 
tr whatever exertion I was master of to ensure success ; 
ad if the secret committee have no confidence in ray as- 
nrtions it is easy to remove me. I shall not complain. My 
:wards have been in the approbation of Her Alajesty, and 
lat of yonr lordxhip; I want no other and shall do my 
tmost to preserve those. lu conclusion I hope that your 
irdship will assure the secret committee of my readiiiess 
» prove the truth of every assertion 1 have made; and 1 
m equally prepared to prove, that the letters and com- 
laiiits of the traitorous Ameers arc a tissue of palpable 
ilse hoods." 

The secret committee did not want such proofs, the object 
fas to insult and vex the general, and if possible obtain 
onie ground for further insult. A new opportunity for fur- 
[icr insolence did occur, and was eagerly seized, but vins 
gain rebuked and thrust back with shame, as will be seen 
irther on. Meanwhile Charles Napier had not only tu 
[»ist these intrigues, hut to enforce the rights of his soldiers 
pon the neglectful parsimony of the factious Bomliay 
ovenimcnt, 

" Bombay governmciit secretary, October. — I request of 
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you to represent to his honour the governor in council^ that 
the troops in Scinde are in want of pastors ; Protestant and 
Catholic. There is one Protestant clergyman here^ but no 
Catholic priest. At Hydrabad and Sukkur there is neither 
Protestant nor Catholic clergyman. The Mussulman and 
the Hindoo have their teachers; the Christian has none! 
The Catholic clergyman is more required than the Protestant, 
because the Catholics are more dependent upon their clergy 
for religious consolation than the Protestants are; and the 
Catholic soldier dies in great distress if he has not a clergy- 
man to administer to him. Moreover I have not the least 
doubt that a Catholic clergyman would have great influence 
in preventing dnmkenness. But exclusive of all other rea- 
sons, I can hardly believe that a Christian government wiU 
refuse his pastor to the soldier, serving in a climate where 
death is so rife and the buoyant spirit of man crushed by 
the debilitating effects of disease and heat. I cannot believe 
that such a government will allow Mammon to cross the 
path of our Saviour, to stand between the soldier and his 
God, and let his drooping mind thirst in vain for the support 
which his church ought to afford ! Is his widow to be with- 
out religious consolation in the depth of her affliction, and in 
a land of strangers ? I hope not sir, and therefore earnestly 
request that Protestant and Catholic clergymen may be sent 
to Kurrachce, Sukkur, and Hydrabad." 
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